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CHAP. I. 

O/' Birds in general. 

We are now come to a beautiful and loquacious 
race of animals., that embellish our forests, amuse 
our walks, and exclude solitude from our most shady 
retirements. From these man has nothing to fear ; 
their pleasures, their desires, and even their animo- 
sities, only serve to enliven the general picture of 
Nature, and give harmony to meditation. 

No part of Nature appears destitute of inhabitants. 
The woods, the waters, the depths of the earth, have 
their respective tenants ; while the yielding air, and 
those tracts of seeming space where man never can 
ascend, are also passed through by multitudes of the 
most beautiful beings of the creation. 

Every order and rank of animals seems fitted for 
its situation in life ; but none more apparently than 
birds: they share in common with the stronger race 
of quadrupeds the vegetable spoils of the earth, are 
supplied with swiftness to compensate for their want 
of force ; and have a faculty of ascending into the 
air to avoid that power vihieh they cannot oppose. 

The hifd seems formed entirely for a life of 
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escape : and every part of the anatomy of the animal 
seems calculated for swiftness. As it is designed to 
rise upon air, all its parts are proportionally light, 
and expand a large surface without solidity. 

In a comparative view with man, their formation 
seems much ruder and more imperfect ; and they are 
in general found incapable of the docility even of 
quadrupeds. Indeed, what great degree of sagacity 
can be expected in animals whose eyes are almost 
as large as their brain r However, though they fall 
below quadrupeds in the scale of Nature, and are 
less imitative of human endowments; yet they 
hold the next rank, and far surpass fishes and 
insects both in the structure of their bodies and in 
their sagacity. 

As in mechanics the most curious instruments 
are generally the most complicated, so it is in ana- 
tomy. The body of man presents the greatest variety 
upon dissection ; quadrupeds, less perfectly formed, 
discover their defects in the simplicity of their con- 
formation ; the mechanism of birds is still less com- 
plex ; fishes are furnished with fewer organs still ; 
whilst insects, more imperfect than all, seem to fill 
up the chasm that separates animal from vegetable 
nature. Of man, the most perfect animal, there are 
but three or four species ; of quadrupeds, the kinds 
are more numerous; birds are more various still; 
fishes yet. more ; but insects afford so very great a 
variety , that they elude the search of the most inqui- 
sitive pursuer. 

Quadrupeds, as was said, have some distant re- 
semblance in their internal structure with man ; but 
that of birds is entirely dissimilar. As 'they seem 
chiefly formed to inhabit the empty regions of air. 
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all their parts are adapted to their destined situ- 
ation. It will be proper therefore, before I give a 
general history of birds, to enter into a slight detail 
of their anatomy and conformation. 

As to their external parts, they seem surprisingly 
adapted for swiftness of motion. The shape of their 
body is sharp before, to pierce and make way 
through the air ; it then rises by a gentle swelling to 
its bulk, and falls off in an expansive tail, that helps 
to keep it buoyant, while the fore-parts arc cleaving 
the air by their sharpness. Prom this conformation, 
they have often been compared to a ship making 
its way through water; the trunk of the body 
answers to the hold, the head to the prow, the tail 
to the rudder, and the wings to the oars; from 
whence the poets have adopted the metaphor of 
remigium alarum, when they describe the wavy 
motion of a bird in flight. 

What we are called upon next to admire in the 
external formation of birds is, the neat position of 
the feathers, lying all one way, answering at once 
the purposes of warmth, speed, and security. They 
mostly tend backward, and are laid over one ano- 
other in an exact and reg'ular order, armed with 
warm and soft down next the body, and more strongly 
fortified and curiously closed externally, to fence off 
the injuries of the weather. But, lest the feathers 
should spoil by their violent attrition against the air, 
or imbibe the moisture of the atmosphere, the ani- 
mal is furnished with a gland behind, containing a 
proper quantity of oil, which can be pressed out by 
the. bird’s bill, and laid smoothly over every feather 
that wants to be dressed for the occasion. This 
gkod is situated on the rump, and furnished with 
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an opening or excretory duct ; about which grows 
a small tuft of feathers, somewhat like a painter’s 
pencil. When, therefore, the feathers are shattered 
or rumpled, the bird, turning its head backwards, 
with the bill catches hold of the gland, and, pressing 
it, forces out the oily substance, with which it 
anoints the disjoined parts of the feathers ; and, 
drawing them out with great assiduity, re- composes 
and places them in due order ; by which they unite 
more closely together. Such poultry, however, as 
live for the most part under cover, are not furnished 
with so large a stock of this fluid as those birds that 
reside in the open air. The feathers of a hen, for 
instance, are pervious to every shower : on the con- 
trary, swans, geese, ducks, and all such as Nature 
has directed to live upon the water, have their 
feathers dressed with oil from the very first day of 
their leaving the shell. Thus their stock of fluid is 
equal to the necessity of its consumption. Their 
very flesh contracts a flavour from it, which renders 
it in some so very rancid, as to make it utterly unfit 
for food; however, though it injures the flesh, it 
improves the feathers for all the domestic purposes 
to which they are usually converted. 

Nor arc the feathers with which birds are covered 
less an object of admiration. The shaft of every 
feather is made proportionabh strong; but hollow 
below for strength and lightness, and above filled 
with a pith to feed the growth of the vane or beard 
that springs from the shaft of the leather on either 
side. All these feathers are placed generally ac- 
cording to their length and strength, so that the 
largest and strongest feathers in flight have the 
greatest share of duty. The vane, or beard of the 



BIRDS IN GENERAL. § 

feather, is formed with equal contrivance and care. 
It consists not of one continued membrane ; be- 
cause if this were broken, it could not easily be 
repaired ; but it is composed of many layers, each 
somewhat in itself resembling a feather, and lying 
against each other.in close conjunction. Towards 
the shaft of the feather, these layers are broad, ancf 
of a semicircular form, to serve for strength, and for 
the closer grafting them one against another when 
in action. Towards the outer part of the vane, 
these layers grow slender and taper to be more 
light. On their under side they are thin and smooth, 
but their upper outer edge is parted into tw6 hairy 
edges, each side having a different sort of hairs, 
broad at bottom, and slender and bearded above. 
By this mechanism, the hooked beards of one layer 
always lie next the straight beards of the next, and 
by that means lock and hold each other. 

The next object that comes under consideration 
in contemplating an animal that flies, is the wing, 
the instrument by which this wonderful progres- 
sion is performed. In such birds as fly, they are 
usually placed at that part of the body which serves 
to poise the whole, and support, it in a fluid that at 
first seems so much lighter than itself. They 
answer to the fore-legs in quadrupeds, and at the 
extremity of this they have a certain finger-like ap- 
pendix, which is usually called the bastard-icing. This 
instrument of flight is furnished with quills, which 
differ from the common feathers only in their size, 
being larger, and also from their springing from the 
deeper part of the skin, their shafts lying almost 
close to the bone. The beards of these quills are 
broad on one side, and more narrow on the other. 
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both which’contribute to the progressive motion of 
the bird and the closeness of the wing. The man- 
ner in which most birds avail themselves of these 
is first thus : they quit the earth with a bound* in 
order to have room for flapping with the wing ; 
when they have room for this* they strike the body 
of air beneath the wing with a violent motion* and 
with the whole undersurface of the same ; but then, 
to avoid striking the air with equal violence on the 
upper side as they rise, the wing is instantly con- 
tracted : so that the animal rises by the impulse till 
it spreads the wing for a second blow. For this 
reason, we always see birds choose to rise against the 
wind* because they have thus a greater body of air 
on the under than the upper side of the wing. For 
these reasons also large fowls do not rise easily, both 
because they have not sufficient room at first for 
the motion of their wings, and because the body of 
air does not lie so directly under the wing as 
they rise. 

In order to move the wings, all birds are furnished 
with two very strong pectoral muscles, which lie 
on each side of the breast- hone. The pectoral 
muscles of quadrupeds are trifling in comparison to 
those of birds. In quadrupeds* as well as in man* 
the muscles which move the thighs and hinder parts 
of the body are by far the strongest, while those of 
the arms are feeble; but in birds, which make 
use of their wings, the contrary obtains ,* the pec- 
toral muscles that move the wings or arms are of 
enormous strength, while those of the thighs are 
weak and slender. By means of these, a bird can 
move its wings with a degree of strength which* 
when compared to the animal’s size* is almost in- 
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credible. The flap of a swan’s wing would break 
a man’s leg ; and a similar blow from an eagle has 
been known to lay a man dead in an instant. Such* 
consequently, is the force of the wing, and such its 
lightness, as to be inimitable by art. No machines 
that human skill can contrive are capable of giving 
such force to so light an apparatus. The art of 
flying, therefore, that has so often and so fruitlessly 
been sought after, must, it is feared, for ever be 
unattainable ; since as mart increases the force of 
his flying machine, he must be obliged to increase 
its weight also. 

In all birds, except nocturnal ones, the head is 
smaller, and bears less proportion to the body than 
in quadrupeds, that it may more readily divide 
the air in flying, and make way for the body, so as 
to render its passage more easy. Their eyes also are 
more flat and depressed than in quadrupeds ; a 
circle of small plates of bone, placed scalewise, 
under the outer coat of the organ, encompasses the 
pupil on each, to strengthen and defend it from 
injuries. Beside this, birds have a kind of skin , called 
the nictitating membrane, with which, like a veil, 
they can at pleasure cover their eyes, though their 
eyelids continue open . This membrane takes its rise 
from tHfe greater or more obtuse corner of the eye, 
and serves to wipe, cleanse, and probably to moisten 
its surface. The eyes, though they outwardly ap- 
pear but small, yet, separately, each almost equals 
the hrain ; whereas in man the brain is more than 
twenty times larger than the orbit of the eye. Nor 
19 this organ in birds less adapted for vision by a 
particular expansion of the optic nerve, which ren- 
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dm fbe impressions of external objects more vivid 
and distinct. 

From this conformation of the eye it follows, that 
the sense of seeing in birds is infinitely superior to 
that of other animals. Indeed, this piercing sight 
seems necessary to the creature’s support and safety. 
Were this organ blunter, from the rapidity of the 
.bird’s motion, it would be apt to strike against 
every object in its way ; and it could scarcely find 
subsistence unless possessed of a power to discern 
its food from above with astonishing sagacity. A 
hawk, for instance, perceives a lark at a distance 
which neither men nor dogs could spy ; a kite, 
from an almost imperceptible height in the douds, 
darts down on its prey with the most unerring 
aim. The sight of birds, therefore, exceeds what 
wc know in most other animals, and excels them 
both in strength and precision. ; 

All birds want the external ear standing out from 
the head ; they are only furnished with holes that 
convey sounds to the auditory canal. It is true, 
indeed that the horned owl, and one or two more 
birds, seem to have external ears ; hut what bears 
that resemblance, are only feathers sticking out on 
each side of the head, but no way necessary to the 
sense of hearing. It is probable, however, (hat the 
feathers encompassing the ear-holes in birds supply 
the defect of the exterior ear, and collect sounds 
to be transmitted to the internal sensory. The 
extreme delicacy of this organ is easily proved 
by the readiness with which birds learn tunes, or 
repeat words, and the great exactness of their 
pronunciation. 
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The sense of smelling seems not less vivid in the 
generality of birds. Many of them wind their prey 
at an immense distance, while others are equally 
protected by this sense against their insidious pur- 
suers. In decoys, where ducks are caught, the men 
who attend them universally keep a piece of turf 
burning near their mouths, upon which they 
breathe, lest the fowl should smell them, and con- 
sequently fly away. The universality of this prac- 
tice, puts the necessity of it beyond a doubt, and 
proves the extreme delicacy of the sense of smell- •' 
ing, at least in this species of the feathered erca* ' 
tion. 

Next to the parts for flight, let us view the legs 
and feet ministring to motion. They are both made 
light for the easier transportation through the air. 
The toes in some are webbed, to fit them for the 
waters ; in others they are separate, for the better 
holding objects, or clinging to trees for safely. Such 
as have long legs have also long necks, as otherwise 
they would be incapable of gathering up their food, 
either by land or water. But it does not hold, how- 
ever, that those which have long necks should have 
long legs, since we see that swans and geese, whose 
necks are extremely long, have very short legs, and 
these chiefly employed in swimming. 

Thus every external part hitherto noticed appears 
adapted to the life and situation of the animal; nor 
are the inward parts, though less immediately ap- 
propriated to flight, less necessary to safety. The 
bones of every part of the body are extremely light 
and thin ; and all the muscles, except that imme- 
diately moving the wings, extremely slight and 
feeble. The tail, which is composed of quill 
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feathers, serves to counterbalance the head and 
week it guides the animal’s flight like a rudder, and 
greatly assists it cither in its ascent or when de- 
scending. 

If we go on to examine birds internally, wc shall 
find the same wonderful conformation fitting them 
for a life in air, and increasing the surface by 
diminishing the solidity. Jn the first place, their 
lungs, which are commonly called the sole, stick fast 
to the sides of the ribs and back, and can be very 
little dilated or contracted. But to make up for this, 
which might impede’their breathing, the ends of the 
branches of the wind-pipe open into them, while 
these have openings into the cavity of the belly, and 
convey the air drawn in by breathing into certain 
receptacles like bladders, running along the length 
of the whole body. Nor are these openings ob- 
scure or difficult to be discerned ; for a probe thrust 
into the lungs of a fowl will easily find a passage 
into the belly ; and air blown into the wind-pipe 
will be seen to distend the animal's body like a 
bladder. In quadrupeds this passage is stopped by 
the midriff ; but in fowls the communication is ob- 
vious ; and consequently they have a much greater 
facility of taking a long and large inspiration. It 
is sometimes also seen that the wind-pipe makes 
many convolutions within the body of a bird, and it 
is then called the labyrinth ; but of what use these 
convolutions are, or why the wind- pipe should make 
so many turnings within the body of some birds, is a 
difficulty for which no naturalist has been able to 
account 

• This difference of the wind-pipe often obtains in 
animats that to all appearance are of the saute 



BIRDS IN GENERAL. 1! 

species. Thus in the tame swan, the wind-pipe 
makes but a straight passage into the lungs ; while 
in the wild swan, which to all external appearance 
seems the same animal, the wind-pipe pierces through 
the breast-bone, and there has several turnings, 
before it comes out again and goes to enter the lungs. 
It is not to form the voice that these turnings are 
found, since, the fowls that are without them are 
\ocal; and those, particularly the bird just now 
mentioned, that have them, are silent. Whence, 
therefore, some birds derive that loud and various 
modulation in their warbling* is not easily to be ac- 
counted for ; at least, the knife of the anatomist 
goes but a short way in the investigation. All we 
arc certain of, is, thal birds have much louder voices, 
in respect to their hulk, than animals of any other 
kind ; for the bellowing of an ox is not louder than 
the scream of a peacock. 

in these particulars, birds pretty much resemble 
each other in their internal conformation ; but there 
are some varieties which we should more attentively 
observe. All birds have, properly speaking, hut 
one stomach ; but this is very different in different 
kinds. In all the rapacious kinds that live upon 
animal food, as well as in some of the fish-feeding 
tribe, the stomach is peculiarly formed. The (eso- 
phagus, or gullet, in them is found replete with 
glandulous bodies, which serve to dilate and mace- 
rate the food ns it passes into the stomach, which 
is always very large in proportion to the size of the 
bird, and generally wrapped murid with fat, in order 
to increase its warmth and powers of digestion. 

Granivorotts birds, or such as live upon fruits, 
corn, and other vegetables, have their intestines 
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differently formed from those of the rapacious kind. 
Their gullet dilates just above the breast-bone, and 
forms itself into a pouch or bag, called the crop. 
This is replete with salivary glands, which serve to 
moisten and soften the grain and other food which 
it contains. These glands are very numerous, with 
longitudinal openings, which emit a whitish and a 
viscous substance. After the dry food of the bird has 
been macerated for a convenient lime, it then 
passes into the belly, where, instead of a soft moist 
stomach, as in the rapacious kinds, it is ground 
between two pair of muscles, commonly called the 
gizzard, covered on the inside with a stony ridgy coat, 
andalmost cartilaginous. Thcsecoats rubbing against 
each other, are capable of bruising and attenuating 
the hardest substances, their action being often com- 
pared to that of the grinding-teeth in man and other 
animals. Thus the organs of digestion are in a 
manner reversed in birds. Beasts grind their food 
with their teeth, and then it passes into the stomach, 
where it is softened and digested. On the contrary, 
birds of this sort first macerate and soften it in the 
crop, and then it is ground and. comminuted in the 
stomach or gizzard. Birds are also careful to pick 
up sand, gravel, and other hard substances, not to 
grind their food, as has been supposed, but to pre- 
vent the too violent action of the coats of the 
stomach against each other. 

Most birds have two appendices or blind guts, 
which in quadrupeds are always found single. 
Among such birds as are thus supplied, all carnivorous 
fowl, and all birds of the sparrow kind, have very 
small and short ones : water-fowl, and birds of the 
poultry kind, the longest of all. There is stiH 



BIRDS IN GENERAL. IS 

another appendix observable in the intestines of birds, 
resembling a little worm, which is nothing more 
than the remainder of that passage by which the 
yolk was conveyed into the guts of the young 
chicken while yet in the egg and under incubation. 

The outlet of that duct which conveys the bile 
into the intestines is, in most birds, a great way dis- 
tant from the stomach ; which may arise from the 
danger there would be of the bile regurgitating 
into the stomach in their various rapid motions, as 
we see in men at sea ; wherefore their biliary duct 
is so contrived, that this regurgitation cannot take 
place. 

All birds, though they want a bladder for urine, 
have large kidneys and ureters, by which tins secre- 
tion is made, and carried away by one common 
canal. cc Birds,” says Harvey, " as well as ser- 
“ pents, which have spungy lungs, make but little 
“ water, because they drink but little. They, there- 
ft fore, have no need of a bladder ; but their urine 
distils down into the common canal, designed for 
" receiving the other excrements of the body. The 
“ urine of birds differs from that of other animals ; 

for as there is usually in urine two parts, one 
“ more serous and liquid, the other more thick and 
" gross, which subsides to the bottom ; in birds, 
cc this part is most abundant, arid is distinguished 
“ from the rest by its white or silver colour. This 
**' part is found not only in the whole, intestinal 
“ canal, but is seen also in the whole channel of the 
cc ureters, which may be distinguished from the 
coats of the kidneys by their whiteness. This 
<f milky substance they have in greater plenty than 
the more thin and serous part ; and it is of a 
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“ middle consistence, between limpid urine and the 
" grosser parts of the fmces. In passing through 
" the ureters, it resembles milk curdled or lightly 
" condensed; and being cast forth easily, congeals 
“ into a chalky crust.” 

For this simple conformation of the animal, 
it should seem that birds are subject to few dis- 
aases ; and in fact, they have but few. There is 
one, however, which they are subject to, from 
which quadrupeds are in a great measure exempt : 
this is the annual moulting which they suffer ; for 
all birds whatsoever obtain a new covering - of 
feathers once a year, and cast the old. During the 
moulting season, they ever appear disordered ; those 
most remarkable for their courage then lose all their 
fierceness ; and such as are of a weakly constitution 
often expire under this natural operation. No feed- 
ing can maintain (heir strength ; they all cease to 
breed at this season ; that nourishment which goes 
to the production of the young, is wholly absorbed 
by the demand required for supplying - the nascent 
plumage. 

This moulting time, however, may be artificially 
accelerated , - and those who have the management 
of singing birds, frequently put their secret in prac- 
tice. They inclose the bird in a dark cage, where 
they keep it excessively warm, and throw the poor 
little animal into an artificial fever ; this produces 
the moult; Ins old feathers fall before their time, 
and a new set take place, more brilliant and beau- 
tiful than the former. They add, that it mends the 
bird’s singing, and increases its vivacity ; but it 
must not be concealed, that scarcely oue bird in 
three survives the operation. 
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The manner in which Nature performs this ope- 
ration of moulting is thus: the quill or feather, 
when first protruded from the skin and come to its 
full size, grows harder as it grows older, and re- 
ceives a kind of periosteum or skin round the shaft, 
by which it seems attached to the animal. In pro- 
portion as the quill grows older, its sides, or the 
bony pen part, thicken ; but its whole diameter 
shrinks and decreases. Thus, by the thickening of 
its sides, all nourishment from the body becomes 
more sparing : and, by the decrease of its diameter, 
it becomes more loosely fixed in its socket, till 
at length it falls out. In the mean time, tlie rudi- 
ments of an incipient quill are beginning below. 
The skin forms itself into a little bag, which is fed 
from the body by a small vein and artery, and which 
every day increases in size till it is protruded. 
While the one end vegetates into the beard or vane 
of the feather, that part attached to the skin is 
still soft, and receives a constant supply of nourish- 
ment, which is diffused through the body .of the 
quill by that little light substance which we always 
find within when we make a pen. This substance, 
which as yet has received no name that 1 know of, 
serves the growing quill as the umbilical artery does 
an infant in the womb, by supplying it with 
nourishment, and diifusing that nourishment over the 
whole frame. When, however, the quill is come 
to its full growth, and requires no further nourish- 
ment, the vein and artery become less and less, till 
at last the little opening by which they communi- 
cated with the quill becomes wholly obliterated ; 
and the quilf thus deprived continues in its socket 
for some months, till in the end it shrinks, and 
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leaves room for a repetition of the same process of 
natare as before. 

The moulting season commonly obtains from the 
end of summer to the middle of autumn. The bird 
continues to struggle with this malady during the 
winter ; and Nature has kindly provided, that when 
there are the fewest provisions, then the animal’s 
appetite shall be least craving. At the begin- 
ning of spring, when food begins again to be 
plenty, the animal’s strength and vigour return. 
It is then that the abundance of provisions, aided 
by the mildness of the season, incite it to love, and 
all nature seems teeming with life, and disposed to 
continue it. 


CHAP. II. 


Of the Generation, Nestling, and Incubation of 

Birds. 

The return of spring is the beginning of pleasure. 
Those vital spirits which seemed locked up during 
the winter, then begin to expand ; vegetables and 
insects supply abundance of food ; and the bird 
having more than a sufficiency for its own subsist- 
ence, is impelled to transfuse life as well as to main- 
tain it. Tho^e warblings which had been hushed 
during the colder seasons, now' begin to animate 
the fields ; every grove and bush resounds with the 
challenge of anger, or the call of allurement. This 
delightful concert of the grove, which is so much , 
admired by man, is no way studied for his amuse- 
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meat : it is usually the .call of the male tli^ 
female ; his efforts to soothe her during the times of 
incubation : or it it a challenge between two males» 
for the affections of some'Common favourite. ; 

It is by this call that birds begin to pair at the 
approach of spring, and provide for the support Of 
a future progeny. The loudest notes are usually 
from the male ; while the hen seldom expresses her 
consent; but in a short, interrupted twittering. 
This compact, at least for the season, holds with 
unbroken faith; many birds live with inviolable 
fidelity together for a constancy ; and when one 
dies, the other is always seen to share the same fiite 
soon after. We must not take our idea of the 
conjugal fidelity of birds from observing the, poultry 
in our yards, whose freedom is abridged, and whose 
manners are totally corrupted by slavery. We nmst 
look for it in our fields and our forests, where 
Nature continues in unadulterated simplicity ; where 
the number of males is generally equal to that of 
females ; and where every little animal seems 
prouder of his progeny than pleased with his mate. 
Were U possible to compare sensations, tire male 
of all wild birds seems as happy in the young brood 
as the female ; and all his former caresses, all his 
soothing melodies, seem only aimed at that important 
occasion when they are both to become parents, 
and to educate a progeny of their own producing. 
The pleasures of love appear dull in their effects, 
when compared to the interval immediately after the 
exclusion of their young. They both seem, at that 
season, transported with pleasure; every action 
testifies theft pride, their importance, pod tender 
solicitude. , 

VOX. IV 
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' Vtfheothe business of fecundation is performed, 
thefemale tben begins to lay* Such eggs as have 
been impregnated by the cock are prolific , an 
such as have not (for she lays often without any 
congress . whatsoever), continue barren, and aie 
only addled by incubation. Previous, however, to 
laving, the work of nestling becomes the common 
care; and this is performed with no small degree 
of assiduity and apparent design. It has been as- 
serted, that birds of one kind always make their 
nests in the same manner, and of the same materials , 
but the truth is, that they vary this as the materials, 
places, or climates happen to differ. The ie - 
breast, in some parts of England, makes its nest 
with oak leaves, where they are in greatest plenty • 
in other parts with moss and hair. Som « bl * ** 
that with us make a very warm nest, arc less 
solicitous in the tropical climates, where the heat 
of the weather promotes the business of incuba- 
tion. In general, however, every species of birds 
has a peculiar architecture of its own; and this 
adapted to the number of eggs, the temperature of 
the climate, or the respective heat of the little 
animal’s own body. Where the eggs arc numerous 
it is then incumbent to make the nest warm, that 
the animal heat may be equally diffused to them all. 
Thus the wren, and all the small birds, make the 
nest very warm ; for having many eggs, it is requi- 
site to distribute warmth to them in common : on 
the contrary, the plover, that has but two eggs, the 
eagle, and the crow, are not so solicitous m tins 
respect, as their bodies are capable of being apjd'ed 
to the small number upon which they sit. 1 
regard to climate, water-fowl, tliat with us mjke 
but a very slovenly nest, are much more exact m 
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this particular, ,m the colder regions of the nbrth. 
They there take every precaution to make it 'warm * 
and some kinds strip the down from their breasts 
to line it with greater security. 

In general, however, every bird resorts to batch 
in those climates and places where its food is found 
in greatest plenty j and always at that season when 
provisions are in the greatest abundance. The 
large birds, and those of the aquatic kinds, choose 
places as remote from man as possible, as their 
food is in general different from that which is 
cultivated by human labour. Some birds, which have 
only the serpent to fear, build their nest depending 
from the end of a small bough, and form the 
entrance from below: being thus secured either 
from the serpent or ‘the monkey tribes. But all' the 
little birds which live upon fruits and corn, and that 
are too often unwelcome intruders upon the fruits 
of human industry, in making their nests use every 
precaution to conceal them from man. On the 
other hand, the great birds, remote from human 
society, use every precaution to render theirs inac- 
cessible to wild beasts or vermin. 

Nothing can exceed the patience of birds while 
hatching ; neither the calls of hunger, nor the near 
approach of danger, can drive them from the nest. 
They are often fat upon beginning to sit, yet before 
incubation is over, the female is usually wasted to 
skin and bone. Ravens and crows, while the 
females are sitting, take care to provide them with 
food ; and this in great abundance. But it is 
different with most of the smaller kinds : during the 
whole time, the male sits near his mate upon some 
tree, and soothes her by his singing ; and often when 
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sheis thred takes hep place, and patiently, continues 
the nest till she returns. Sometimes, how- 
;ever, the eggs acquire a degree of heattoo much 
.for purposes of hatching : in such cases, the. hen 
leaves them to cool a little ; and then returns to sit, 
with her usual perseverance and pleasure. - 
So great is the power of instinct, in animals of 
this class, that they seem driven from one appetite 
to another, and continue almost passive under its 
influence. Reason we cannot call it, since the 
first dictates of that principle would be self-preser- 
vation : “ Take a brute,” says Addison, “ out of his 
“ instinct, and you find him wholly deprived of 
“ understanding. With what caution,” continues 
fie, ” does the hen provide herself a nest in places 
“ unfrequented, and free from noise and distur- 
“ bance ! When she has laid her eggs in such a 
" manner that she can cover them, what care does 
“ she take in turning them frequently, that all 
" parts may partake of the vital warmth ! When 
" she leaves them, to provide for her necessary 
" sustenance, how punctually does she return before 
Cf they have time to cool, and become incapable of 
<e producing an animal ! In the summer you see her 
” giving herself greater freedoms, and quitting her 
<c care for above two hours together : but in winter 
“ when the rigour of the season would chill the 
<c principle of life, and destroy die young one, she 
” grows more assiduous in her attendance, and 
*$ Stays away but half the time.. When the birth 
approaches, with how much nicety and atten- 
*'■ lion does she. help the cJiick to break the prison ! 
“ not to,take notice of her covering it from thc 
" injuries the weather, providing 5 it, with proper, 
“ nourishment, and teaching it to help itself ; nor to 
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cr mention herforsakihg the nest/ if, after the Tusiwil 
time of reckoning, the young one does not make 
** its appearance. A chymical operation could 
“ not be followed with greater art or diligence titan 
“ is seen in the hatching a chick, though theteare 
“ many birds that show an infinitely greater 
" sagacity ; yet at the same time the hdR, that has 
“ all this seeining ingenuity,; which is indeed abso- 
" lutely necessary for the propagation of the 
,f species, considered in other respects, is without 
the least glimmerings of thought or common 
" sense : she mistakes a. piece Of chalk for an egg, 
ff and sits upon it in the same manner ; shetsinsea- 
,e sible of any increase or diminution ih the number 
cc of those she lays ; she does not distinguish 
ce between her own and those of attf&her species ; 
“ and when the birth appears of never so different 
" a bird, will cherish it for her own. A hen 
“ followed by a brood of ducks, Shall stand affrighted 
ie at the edge of the pond, trembling for the fate of 
et her young, which she sees venturing into so 
iC dangerous an element. As the different principle 
ff which acts in these different animals cannot be 
cr termed reason, so when we call it instinct, we 
“ mean something we have no knowledge of. It 
" appears to me the immediate direction of Provi- 
“ dence j and such an operation of the Supreme 
Being as that which determines all the portions 
te of matter to their proper centres.” ! 

The production of tlie young, as was said, seems 
to be the great sera of a bird’s happiness. Nothing 
can at that time exceed its apirit and industry ; tfm 
most timid becomes courageous i'n the defence of its 
lypttng. Birds ofthe rapacious kind, at thin season. 
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bepome more than usually fierce and active. They 
carry their prey; yet throbbing' with life, to the 
htist, and early accustom their young to habits of 
slaughter and cruelty. Nor are those of milder 
natures less busily employed ; the little birds then 
discontinue their singing, taken up with more 
important pursuits of common subsistence. 

W hile the young are yet unfledged, and continue 
ih the nest, the old ones take care to provide thetn 
with a regular supply ; and, lest one should take 
all nourishment from the rest, they feed eaeh of the 
young in their turn. If they perceive that man has 
been busy with their nest, or has handled the 
little ones, they abandon the place by night, and 
provide their brood a more secure, though less 
commodious %ctreat. When the whole family is 
fully plumed, and capable of avoiding danger by 
flight, they are then led forth when the weather is 
fine, and taught the paternal art; of providing for 
their subsistence. They are led to the places 
where their food lies ; they are shown the method 
of discovering or Carrying it away ; and then led 
•back to the nest, for a day or two longer. At length, 
when they are completely qualified to shift for them- 
selves, the old ones take them abroad, and leading 
them to the accustomed places, forsake them for the 
last time ; and all future connexion is ever at an end. 

Those birds which are hatched and sent out 
earliest in the season, are the most strong and 
vigorous ; those, on the other hand, that hate been 
delayed till the midst of summer, are more feeble 
and tender' arid sometimes incapable of sustaining 
the rgOu^ Of tbe ensuing winter. Birds them* 
selves seem settsTble'bf this difference, arid ended- 
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vour to produce early in the spring. If, however,, 
their efforts are obstructed by having their nests 
robbed, or some similar accident, they still perse- 
vere in their efforts for -a progeny ; and it often 
happens. that some are thus retarded, till the midst* 
of winter. What number of eggsany bird can lay 
in the coarse of a season, is not ascertained ; but 
this is . true, that such as would have laid but two or 
three at the most,, if their nests be robbed, or their 
egg s stolen, will lay above ten or twelve. A coins 
won hen, if moderately fed, will lay above a hun- 
dred from the beginning of spring to the latter end 
of autumn. In general, however, it obtains, that 
the smallest and weakest animals are die most pro- 
lific, while the strong and rapacious are abridged by 
sterility. Thus, such kinds as are easily destroyed, 
are as readily repaired ; and Nature, where she has 
denied the power of resistance, has compensated 
by the fertility attending procreation. 

Birds in general, though they have so much to 
fear from man and each other, are seldom scared 
away from their usual haunts. Although they be so 
perfectly formed for a wandering life, and are sup- 
plied with powers to satisfy all their appetites, 
though never ,so remote from the object, though 
they are so .well fitted for changing place with ease 
and rapidity, yet the greatest number remain con- 
tented in the districts .where they, have been bred, 
and by no means exert their desires in proportion 
to their, endowments. The rook, if undisturbed f 
never desires to leave his native -grove ; - the black- 
bird still irequeuts Us accustomed hedge ; and mf 
xeebbreast, . though seemingly mild, diaims ascertain 
district, .finam whence he seldom .moves, 4rive$ 
$ 
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oui every one of the same species from thence 
without pity. They are excited to miration by no 
other motives but those of fear, climate, or hunger,. 
It must be from one of these powerful motives that 
tbe birds, which .are called birds of passage, every 
year forsake us for some time, and make their regular 
and expected returns. ■ . 

Nothing has more employed Ofe cariosity of man- 
kind than these, annual emigrations ; and yet few 
subjects continue so much involved in darkness. It 
is generally believed, that the cause of their retreat 
from these parts of Europe is either a scarcity of 
food at certain seasons, or the want of a secure 
asylum from the persecution of man during the 
time of courtship and bringing up their young. 
Thus the starling, in Sweden, at the approach of 
winter, finding subsistence no longer in that king- 
dom, descends every year into Germany ; and the 
hen chaffinches of the same country are seen every 
year to fly through Holland in large flocks, to pass 
their winter, in a milder climate. Others, with a 
more daring spirit, prepare for journies that might 
intimidate even human perseverance. Thus the 
quails in spring forsake the burning beats of Africa 
for the milder sun of Europe;, and, when they have 
passed the summer with us, steer their flight back 
to enjoy in Egypt the temperate vair, 'Which then 
begins to be delightful. This with them; seems a 
preconcerted undertaking., They unite together in 
some open place, for some days before their de- 
parture, and, by an odd kind of chattering, seem to 
debateon the method to proceed. When their plan, 
is resolved upon, they all take flight Whether, mad, 
often appear in such numbers, that, to mariners at 
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sea, they seen* like a cloud that rests upon the 
horizon. The boldest, strongest, and by far the 
greatest number, make goqd their intention ; but 
many there are who, not well apprized of their own 
force for the undertaking, grow weary in the way, 
and, quite spent by the fatigues of their flight, drop 
down into the sea, and sometimes upon deck, thus 
becoming an easy prey to the mariner, ~ >» • 

Of the vast quantity of water-fowl that frequent 
our shores, it is amazing to reflect how few are 
known to breed here. The cause that principally 
urges them to leave this country seems to be oot 
merely the want of food, but the desire of a secure 
retreat. Our- country is too populous for birds so 
shy and timid as the greatest number of these are. 
When great part of our island was a mere. waste, 
an- uncultivated tract of woods and marshes, many 
species of birds which now migrate remained with 
us throughout the year. The great heron and the 
crane, that have now forsaken this country, in former 
times bred familiarly in our marshes, and seemed 
to animate our tens. Their nests, like those of most 
cloven-footed water-fowl, were built on the ground, 
and exposed to every invader. But as rural economy 
increased, these animals were more and more 
disturbed. Before they had little to fear, as the 
surrounding marsh defended them from all the car- 
nivorous quadrupeds, and their own strength from 
birds of prey ; but upon the intrusion of man, and 
by a long series of alarms, they have at length l»een 
obliged to seek, during the summer, some lonely- 
habitation, at a safe distance from every destroyer- i- 
,*Gf the numerous tribes of the duck kind. we 
kftew of no more than . five that breed • here ; the 
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ta»e swan, the tame goose, tire sheldrake, the eider 
duck., and a few of the wild ducks. The rest con- 
tribute to form that amazing multitude of water- 
fowl which annually repair to the dreary lakes and 
deserts of Lapland from the more southern countries 
of Europe. In those extensive and solitary retreats, 
they perform the duties of incubation and nutrition 
in full security. There are few of this kind that 
may not be traced to the northern deserts, to coun- 
tries of lakes, rivers, swamps, and mountains, 
covered with thick and gloomy forests, that afford 
shelter, during summer to the timid animals, who 
live there in undisturbed security. In those regions, 
from the thickness of the forests, the ground re- 
mains moist and penetrable during the summer 
season ; the woodcock, the snipe, and other slender- 
billed birds, can there feed at ease ; while the web- 
footed birds find more than sufficient plenty of 
food from the number of insects, which swarm there 
to an incredible degree. The days there are long ; 
and the beautiful meteorous nights afford them every 
opportunity of collecting so minute a food; which 
im probably of all others the most grateful. We are 
not to be astonished, therefore, at the amazing 
numbers of fowl that, descend from these regions at 
foe approach of winter ; numbers to which the army 
of Xerxes was but trifling in comparison ; and 
which Linnaeus has observed for eight whole days 
awl nights to cover the surface of the river Calix. 

This migration from the north usually begins in 
September, when they quit their retreats, and dis- 
pense? themselves over all the southern parts of 
Europe; ■ It is not unpleasing to observe the, order 
of their flight; they generally range themselves? in 
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a Ions: line, or they sometimes make their -march 
angularly, two lines uniting in the eentnrhke tbe 
letter W reversed. The, bird Which leads a* the 
point seems to cleave the air, to facilitate the passage 
for those which are to follow 
with this laborious station, it falls back into one of. 
the wings of the file, while another takes ite place. ^ 
With us they make their appearance about the 
beginning of* October, circulate first round W 
shores, and, when compelled by severe frost, betake 
themselves to our lakes and rivers. Some, indeed, 
of the web-footed fowl, of hardier constitutions than 
the rest, abide the rigours of their northern climate 
the whole winter ; but when the cold reigns there 
with more than usual severity, they are obliged to 
seek for more southern skies. They then repair 
with the rest for shelter to these kingdoms ; so that 
the diver, the wild swan, and the swallowed 
sheldrake, visit our coasts but seldom, and that 
only when compelled by the severity of their winters 

It has been often a subject of astonishment, how 
animals to all appearance so dull and irrational 
should perform such long journeys, should know 
whither to stper, and when to set out upon such a 
great undertaking. !t is probable that the same 
instinct which governs all their other actions 
operates also here. They rather follow the weather 
than the country; they steer only from colder or 
warmer climates* into those of an opposite nature ; 
and finding the variations of the air as they pro- 
ceed in their favour, go on till they find Ian to re^ 
pose on. It cannot be supposed that they have^auf 
memory bf >4he country where they might pave 
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spent a former winter : it cannot be supposed that 
tbey > see the country to which they travel, from 
m their height in the air ; since, though they mounted 
for miles, the convexity of the globe would inter- 
cept their view; it must therefore only be, that 
they go on as they continue to perceive the atmo- 
sphere more suitable to their present wants and 
* dispositions. 

All this seems to be pretty plain ; but there is a 
circumstance attending the migration of swallows 
which wraps this subject in great obscurity. It is 
agreed on all hands, that they are seen migrating 
into warmer climates, and that in amazing num- 
bers, at the approach of the European winter. 
Their return into Europe is also as well attested 
about the beginning of summer ; but we have 
another account, which serves to prove that numbers 
of them continue torpid here during the winter; 
and, like bats, make their retreat into old walls, 
the hollow of trees, or even sink into the deepest 
lakes, and find security for the winter season, by 
remaining there in clusters at the bottom. How- 
ever this latter circumstance may be, their retreat 
into old walls is too well authenticated to remain a 
doubt at present. The difficulty, therefore, is to 
account for this difference in these animals thus 
variously preparing to encounter the winter. It 
was supposed that in some of them the blood might 
lose its motion by the cold, and that thus they were 
rendered torpid by the severity of the season ^ but 
M. • Buffon having placed many of this tribe in an 
ice-house, found that the same cold by which their 
blood was congealed was fatal to the animal;- It 
remains, therefore, a doubt to this hour whether 
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there may not be a species of swallows, to all 
external appearance like the rest, bat differently 
formed within, so as to fit them for a state of in- 
sensibility daring the winter here. It was suggested, 
indeed, that the swallows found thus torpid were 
such only as were too weak to undertake the migra- 
tion, of were hatched too late to join the general 
convoy ; but it was upon these that M. Buffon tried 
his experiment ; it was these that died under the 
operation. ; - 

Thus there are some birds which by migrating 
make an habitation of every part of the earth ; but 
in general every climate has birds peculiar to itself. 
The feathered inhabitants of the temperate zone are 
but little remarkable for the beauty of their plumage ; 
Taut then the smaller kinds make up for this defect 
by the melody of their voices. The birds of the 
torrid zone are very bright and vivid in their colours ; 
but they have screaming voices, or are totally silent. 
The frigid zone, on the other band, where the 
seas abound with fish, are stocked with birds of 
the aquatic kind, in much greater plenty than in 
Europe; and these are generally clothed with a 
warmer coat of feathers ; or they have large quan- 
tities of fat lying underneath the skin, which serves 
to defend them from the rigours of the climate. 

In all countries, however, birds are a more long- 
lived class of animals than the quadrupeds or insects 
of the same climate. The life of man himself is 
t>ut short, when compared to what some of* them 
enjoy. It is said that swans have been known td 
liye three hundred years : geese are often seen to 
Kve fourscore, while linnets; and other little birds, 
though imprisoned in cages, are often found to 
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«*»ch fourteen or fifteeen. How birds, whose age 
.9 # h perfection is much more early than that of 
quadrupeds, should yet live comparatively so much 
longer, is not easily to be accounted for ; perhaps, 
as their bones are lighter, and more porous than 
those of quadrupeds, , there are fewer obstructions 
in the animal machine ; and Nature, thus finding 
more room for the operations of life, it is carried on 
to a greater extent. 

All birds in general are less than quadrupeds ; 
that is, the greatest of one class far surpass the 
greatest of the other in magnitude. The ostrich, 
which is the greatest of birds, bears no proportion 
to the elephant ; and the smallest humming-bird, 
which is the least of the class, is still tar more 
minute than the mouse. In these the extremities of 
Nature are plainly discernible ; and in forming 
them she appears to have. been doubtful in her opera- 
tions ,* the ostrich, seemingly covered with hair, 
and incapable of flight, making near approaches to 
the quadruped class ; while the humming-bird, of 
the size of an humbjlc bee, and with a fluttering 
motion, seems nearly allied to the insect. 

These extremities of this class are rather objects 
of human curiosity than utility : it is the middle 
order of birds which man has taken care to propagate 
and maintain. Of those which he has taken under 
his protection, and which administer to his plea- 
sures or necessities, the greatest number seem crea- 
tures of his formation. The variety of climate to 
which he consigns them, the food with which he 
supplies them, and the purposes for which he em- 
ploys them, produce amazing varieties, both in their 
colours, shape, magnitude, and the taste of their 
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flesh. Wild . birds are, for themostpttrt, of the 
same magnitude and shape ; they still keep the 
prints of primeval nature strong upon them ; ex- 
cept in a few they generally maintain their very 
colour: but it is otherwise with domestic animals ; 
they change at the will of man— of thetame pigeon, 
for instance, it is said- that they can be bred to a 
feather. ' 

As we are thus capable of influencing their form 
and colour, so also it is frequent to see equal in- 
stances of our influencing their habitudes, appetites, 
and passions. The cock, for instance, is artificially 
formed into that courage and activity which h® i® 
seen to possess ; and many birds testify a strong at- 
tachment to the hand that feeds them ; how far they 
are capable of instruction, is manifest to those who 
have the care of hawks. But a still more surprising 
instance of this, was seen some time ago in London : 
a canary bird was taught to pick up the letters 
of the alphabet, at the word of command, so as 
to spell any person’s name in company ; and this 
the little animal did by motions from its master, 
which were imperceptible to every other spectator. 
Upon the whole, however, they are inferior to 
quadrupeds in docility ; and seem more mechanically 
impelled by all the power of instinct/ 


CHAP. III. 

Of the Division of Birds: 

T[ HOUGH birds are fitted for sporting in air, yet-, 
*8 they find their food upon the surface of the earth. 
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tberd seems a variety equal to the different aliments 
with which it tends to supply Ahem. The flat and 
burning desert, the rooky cliff, the, extensive fen, 
the stormy ocean, as well as the, pleasing landscape, 
baVe all their peculiar inhabitants. The most ob- 
vious distinction therefore of birds, is intothose that 
live by land, and those that live hy water ; or, m 
other words, into land birds, and waterfowl 
It is no difficult matter to distinguish land from 
water fowl, by the legs and toes. AH land birds 
have their toes divided, without any membrane or 
web between them ; and their legs and feet serve 
them for the purposes of running, grasping, or 
climbing. On the other hand, water fowl have 
their legs and feet formed for the purges of 
wading in water, or swimming on its surface.. In 
those that wade,’ the kgs are usually long mu 
naked ; in those that swim, the toes are webbed 
together, us we see in the feet of a goose, which 
serve, like oars, to drive them forward with greater 
velocity. The formation, therefore, of land and 
water "fowl, is as distinct as their habits; and 
Nature herself seems to offer us this obvious distri- 
bution, in methodizing animals of the leathered 

’creation. . 

However, a* distinction so comprehensive goes 
hut a short; wav in illustrating the different tribes of 
so numerous a class. The number of birds already 
known, amounts to nearly three thousand , an 
every person who turns his mind to these kinds ot 
pursuits, is every day adding to the catalogue, t 
Is pot enough, therefore, to be able to distingmsM 
land from a water fowl ; much morekudiW reqpgd: 
to be able tp distinguish the : different 
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from each other ; and even the varieties in the same 
kind, when they happen to offer. This certainly is 
a work of great difficulty ; and perhaps the attain- 
ment will not repay the labour. The sensible part 
of mankind will not withdraw all their attention 
from more important pursuits, to give it entirely 
up to what promises to repay them only with a very 
confined species of amusement. In my distribution 
of birds, therefore, I will follow Linnaeus in the 
first sketch of his system ; and then leave him, to 
follow the most natural distinctions, in enumerating 
the different kinds that admit of a history, or require 
a description. 

Linnaeus divides all birds into six classes : namely, 
into birds of the rapacious kind, birds of the pie 
kind, birds of the poultry kind, birds of the sparrow 
kind, birds of the duck kind, and birds of the crane 
kind. The four first comprehend the various kinds 
of land birds ; the two last, those that belong to the 
water. 

Birds of the rapacious kind constitute that class 
of carnivorous fowl that live by rapine. He distin- 
guishes them by their beak, • which is hooked, 
strong, and notched at the point: by their legs, 
which are short and muscular, and made for the 
purposes of tearing ; by their toes, which are strong 
and knobbed; and their talons, which are sharp 
and crooked ; by the make of their body, which is 
muscular ; and their flesh, which is impure : nor 
are they less known by their food, which consists 
entirely of flesh ; their stomach, which is mem- 
braneous ; and their manners, which are fierce and 
cruel. 

Birds of the pie kind have the bill differing from 

vo L. IV. D 
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the former- as in those it resembled a hook, 
destined for tearing to pieces,; ip these it resembles 
a wedge, fitted for the purpose of cleaving. Their 
legs are formed short and strong for walking; their 
body is deader and impure, and, their food, miscel- 
laneous. They nestle in trees, and the male feeds 
the female during the time of incubation. 

Birds of the poultry kind have the bill a little 
convex;, for the purposes of gathering their food. 
The upper chap hangs over the lower ; their bodies 
are fat and muscular, and their flesh while and pure. 
They live upon grain, which is moistened in the 
crop. They make their nest on the ground, with- 
out art ; they Jay many eggs, and use promiscuous 
venery. 

Birds of the sparrow kind comprehend all that 
beautiful and vocal class that adorn our fields and 
groves, and gratify every, sense in its turn. Their 
hills may be compared to a forceps that catches 
hold: their legs are formed for hopping along: 
their bodies are tender ; pure in, such as feed upon 
graiu, impure, in such as live upon insects. They 
live chiefly in trees ; their nests are artificially made, 
and. their amours are observed with connubial 
fidelity. 

Birds of the duck kind use their hill as a kind of 
strainer to their food; it is smooth, covered with a 
skin, and nervous at the point. Their legs are 
short, and their feet formed for swimming, the toes 
being webbed together. Their body, is fat, in- 
clining to rancidity. They live in waters, and 
chiefly build their nests upon land. 

With respect to the order of birds that belopg^to 
the, waters, those of the crane kind fiayp, 
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formed for the purpose of searching and Examining 
tlie bottom of spools : their legs are long and formed 
for wading : their tods dre not #ebbed ; their 
thighs are half naked ; their body id slender, grid 
covered with a very thin skin ; their tail is short, 
and their flesh s&Votiry. They live in lakes upon 
animals, and they chiefly build their bests’ ripori the 
ground. 

Such is the division of Linnaeus, with respect to 
this class' of animals; and at first sight it appears 
natural and comprehensive. But vffc must not be 
deceived by appearances : the student, who should 
imagine he was making a progress in the history of 
Nature, while he was only thus making arbitrary' 
distributions, would be very much mistaken. 
Should he come to enter deeper into this naturalist's 
plan, he would find birds the most unlike in nature 
thrown together into the same class; and find 
animals joined, that entirely differ in climate, in 
habitudes, in manners, in shape, colouring, and size. 
In such a distribution, for instance, he would find 
the humming-bird and the raven, the rail and the 
ostrich, joined in the same family . If when he asked 
what sort of a creature was the humming-bird, he 
were told that it was in the same class with the 
carrion crow, would he not think himself imposed 
upon ? In such a case, the only Way to foriA any idea 
of the animal whose history he desires to know, is 
to see it; and that curiosity very few have an op- 
portunity of gratifying. The number of birds is 
so great-, that it might exhaust the patience not 
only of the writer, but the reader, to examine 
them ail : in the present confined undertaking it 
Would certainly be impossible. I will therefore now 

d 2 
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attach myself to a more natural method : arid,, still 
keeping the general division of Linnaeus before me, 
enter into some description of the most noted, or 
the most worth knowing. 

Under one or other class, as I shall treat them, 
the reader will probably find all the species, and all 
the varieties that demand his curiosity. When the 
leader of any tribe is described, and its history 
known, it will give a very tolerable idea of all the 
species contained under it. It is true, the reader 
will not thus have his knowledge ranged under such 
precise distinctions ; nor can he be able to say, 
with such fluency, that the rail is of the .ostrich class ; 
but, what is much more material, he will have a 
tolerable history of the bird he desires to know, 
or at least of that which most resembles it in 
nature. 

However, it may be proper to apprize the reader 
that he will not here find his curiosity satisfied, as in 
some of the former volumes, where we often took 
lU. Buffbn for our guide. Those who have hitherto 
written the natural history of birds, have in general 
l>een contented with telling their names, or describ- 
ing their toes or their plumage. It must often there- 
fore happen, that instead of giving the history of a 
bird, we must be content to entertain the reader 
with merely its description. 1 will therefore divide 
the following history of birds, with Linnfeus, into 
six parts : in th-- first of which I will give such as 
Brisson has ranged among the rapacious birds ; next 
those of the pie kind : and thus go on through the 
succeeding classes, till 1 finish with those of the 
duck kind. But before I enter upon a systematic 
detail, I will beg leave to give the history of three 
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or four birds, that do not well range in any system. 
These, from their great size are sufficiently distin- 
guishable from the rest ; and, from their incapacity 
of flying, lead a life a good deal differing from the 
rest of the feathered creation. The birds I mean 
are the Ostrich, the Cassowary, the Etna, the Dodo, 
and the Solitaire. 


CHAP. IV. 

The 

In beginning with the feafhtt^rtirrbfe, the first 
animal that offers seems to unite the class of qua- 
drupeds and of birds in itself. While it has the 
general outline and properties of a bird, jet it re- 
tains many of the marks of the quadruped. In 
appearauce the ostrich resembles the camel, and is 
almost as tall ; it is covered with a plumage that 
resembles bair much more nearly than feathers, and 
its internal parts bear as near a similitude to those 
of the quadruped as of the bird creation. It may 
be < ousideml, therefore, as an animal made to fill 
up that chasm in nature which separates one class 
of beings from another. 

The ostrich is the largest of all birds. Travellers 
affirm (hat they are seen as tall as a man on horse- 
hack ; and even some of those that have been 
brought into England were above seven feel high. 
The head and bill somewhat resemble those of a 
duck ; and the neck may be likened to that of a 
swan, hut that it is much longer ; the legs and 
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thighs resemble those of a hen ; though the whole 
appearance hears a strong resemblance to that of a 
camel. But to he more particular : »it is usually 
seven feet high from the top of the head to the 
ground ; but from the back it is only four ; so that 
the head and neck are above three feet long. From 
the top of the head to the rump, when the neck is 
stretched out in a right line, it is six feet long, and 
the tail is about a foot more. One of the wings, 
without the feathers, is a foot and a half; and 
being stretched out, with the feathers, is three 
feet. 

The plumage is much alike in all ; that is, gene- 
rally black and white ; though some of them arc 
.said to he grey.# The greatest feathers are at the 
extremities of the wings and tail, and the jargestare 
generally while. The next row is black and white ; 
and of the small feathers, on the back and belly, 
some arc white and others black. There are no 
feathers on the sides, nor yet on the thighs, nor under 
the wings. The lower part of the neck, about half 
way, is covered with still smaller feathers than those 
on the heljy and back ; and those, like the former, 
also are of different colours. 

All these feathers are of the same kind, and pecu- 
liar to the ostrich ; for other birds have several sorts, 
some of which are soft and downy, and others hard 
and strong. Ostrich feathers are almost all as soft 
as down, being utterly unfit to serve the animal for 
flying, and still less adapted to be a proper defence 
against external injury. The feathers of other birds 
have the webs broader on one side than the other, 
hut those of the ostrich have their shaft exactly in 
the noddle. , The ripper part of the head and neck 
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are covered frith a very fine clear white hair, that 
shines likes the bristles of a hog; and in some 
places there are small tufts of it, consisting of about 
twelve hhirs, which grow from a single shaft about 
the thickness of a pin. 

At the end of each wing, there is a kind of spur 
almost like the quill of a porcupine. It is an inch 
long, being hollow and of a homy substance. 
There are two Of these on each wing ; the largest 
of which is at the extremity of the bone of the 
wing, and the other a foot lower. The neck seems 
to be more slender in proportion to that of other 
birds, from its not being famished with feathers. 
The skin in this part is of a livid flesh colotwv which 
some improperly would have to be blue. The bill 
is short and pointed/ and two inches and a half at 
the beginning. The external form of thfe eye is like 
that of a man, the upper eye-lid being adbrhed with 
eye lashes, which are longer than thdse on the lid 
below. The tongue is small, very short, and com- 
posed of cartilages, liganients, and membranes, 
intermixed with fleshy fibres. In some it is about 
an inch long, and very thick at the bottom. In 
others it is but half an inch, being a little forked at 
the end. 

The thighs are very fleshy and large, being 
covered with a white skin, inclining to rediieSS, and 
Wrinkled in the manner of a net, whose meshes will 
admit the end of a finger. . Some have very small 
feathers here and there On the thighs j and others 
again have neither feathers nor Wrinkles. What 
are called the ICgs Of birds, in this are covered before 
With' large scales. The end of the foot is Cloven, 
ahd has two very large toes, which, like the 1 leg; hfe 
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covered with scales. These toes ere of unequal 
st^es. The largest, which is on the inside, is seven 
inches long, including the daw, which is near three 
fourths of an inch in length, and almost as broad. 
The other toe is but four inches long, and is without 
a c]aw. j 

, The iuternal parts of this animal are formed with 
nc legs surprising peculiarity. At the top of the 
breast, under the skin, the fat is two inches thick ; 
and on the fore- part of the belly it is as hard as suet, 
apd about two inches and a half thick in some 
places. . It has two distinct stomachs. The first, 
which is lowermost, in its natural situation some- 
what resembles the crop in other birds ; hut it is 
considerably larger than the other stomach, and is 
furnished with strong muscular fibres, as well circular 
as longitudinal. The second stomach, or gizzard, 
has outwardly the shape of the stomach of a man ; 
and upon opening is always found filled with a 
variety of discordant substances ; hay, grass, barley, 
beans, bones, and stones, some of which exceed in 
size a pullet’s egg. 'The kidneys are eight inches 
long and two broad, and differ from those of other 
birds in not being divided into lobes. The heart 
and lungs are separated by a midriff, as in qua- 
drupeds ; and the parts of generation also bear a very 
strong resemblance and analogy, % 

. Such js the structure of this animal, forming the 
shade that unites birds and quadrupeds ; and from 
this. structure its habits and manners are entirely 
peculiar. It is a native only of the torrid regions 
of Africa, and has Jong been celebrated by those 
who have had occasion to mention the animals of 
that region. Its flesh is proscribed in Scripture as 
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unfit tobe eaten ,* and most of the ancient writers 
describe it as well known in their times. Like the 
race of the elephant, it is transmitted dowb without 
mixture ; and has never been known to breed out 
of that country which first produced it. It seems 
formed to live among the sandy and burning deserts 
of the torrid zone ; and, as in some measure it owes 
its birth to their genial influence, so it seldom 
migrates into tracts more mild or more fertile. As 
that is the peculiar country of the elephant, the 
rhinoceros, and camel, so it may readily be sup- 
posed capuble of affording a retreat to the ostrich.. 
They inhabit from preference the most solitary, and 
horrid deserts, where there are few vegetables to 
clothe the surface of the earth, and where the rain 
never comes to refresh it. The Arabians assert 
that the ostrich never drinks ; and the place of its 
habitation seems to confirm the assertion. In these 
formidable regions, ostriches are seen in large flocks, 
which to the distant spectator appear like a regi- 
ment of cavalry, and have often alarmed a whole 
caravan. There is no desert, how barren soever, 
lmt what is capable of supplying these animals 
with provision ; they eat almost every thing ; and 
these barren tracts are thus doubly grateful, as they 
afford both food and security. The ostrich is of all 
other animals the most voracious. It will devour 
leather, grass, hair, iron, stones, or any thing that is 
given. TSior arc its powers of digestion less in such 
things as are digestible. Those- substances which 
the coats of the stomach cannot soften, pass whole ; 
so that glass, stones, or iron, are excluded in the 
form in which they were devoured. All metals, 
indeed, which are swallowed by any animal, lose 
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a part of their weight, awd often the extremities of 
their figure, from the action of the juices of the 
stomach upon their surface. A quarter pis tote, 
which was swallowed by a duck, lost seven grams 
of its weight in the gizzard before it was voided ; 
and it is probable that a stiH greater diminution Of' 
weight would happen in the stomach of an ostrich •; 
considered in this light, therefore, this animal may 
he said to digest iron ; but such substances seldom 
remain long enough in the stomach of any animal ' 
to undergo so tedious a dissolution. However this 
be, the ostrich swallows almost every thing pre^ 1 
seated to it. Whether this be from the necessity 
which smaller birds are under of picking up gravel 
to keep the coats of their stomach asunder, or whe- 
ther it be from a want of distinguishing by the taste 
what substances are fit and what incapable of diges- 
tion ; certain it is, that in the ostrich dissected by 
Ranby there appeared such a quantity of hetero- 
geneous substances, that it was wonderful how any 
animal could digest such an overcharge of nourish- 
ment. Valisnieri also found the first stomach 
filled with a quantity of incongruous substances ; 
gross, nuts, cords, stents, glass, brass, copper, 
iron, tin, lead, and wood ; a piece of stone was 
found among* the rest that weighed more than a 
pound. , He saw one of these animals that was 
killed by devouring a quantity of quick -lime. It 
would seem that the ostrich is obliged to fill up the 
great capacity of its stomach in order to be at ease ; 
but that nutritious substances not occurring, it pours 
in whatever offers to supply the void. 

In their native deserts, however, it is probable 
they live chiefly upon vegetables, where they lead 1 
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an inoffensive and social life ; the male, as The??- 
not assures ns, assorting with the female with con- 
nubial fidelity. They are said to be vary imwfe in- 
clined to venery ; and the make of the parts in 
both sexes seems to confirm the report. It is 
probable also they copalate, like other birds, fey 
compression ; and they lay very large eggs, some 
of them being above five inches in diameter, and 
weighing above fifteen pounds. These eggs have 
a very hard shell, somewhat resembling those of the 
crocodile, except that those of the latter are jess and 
rounder. 

The season for laying depends on the climate 
where the animal is bred. In the northern parts of 
Africa, this season is about the beginning of July ; 
in the south, it is about' the latter end of December. 
These birds are very prolific, and lay generally from 
forty to fifty eggs at one clutch. It has been com- 
monly reported that the female deposits them in the 
sand ; and, covering them up, leaves them to be 
hatched by the heat of the climate, and then permits 
the young to shift for themselves. Very little of this 
however is true : no bird has a stronger affection for 
her young than the ostrich, nor none watches ber 
eggs with greater assiduity. It happens, indeed, in 
those hot climates, that there is less necessity for the 
continual incubation of the female ; and she more 
frequently leaves her eggs, which are in no fear 
of being chilled by the weather : but though she 
sometimes forsakes them by day, she always carefully 
broods over them by night; and Kolben, who has 
seen great numbers of them at the Cape of Good 
Hope, affirms that they sit on their eggs like other 
birds, and that the male and female take this office 
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by turns, as be bad frequent opportunities of observ- 
ing, Nor is it more true what is said of their forsak- 
ing their young after they are excluded the shell. 
On the contrary, the young’ ones are not even able 
to walk for several days after they are hatched. 
During this time, the old ones are very assiduous in 
supplying them with grass, and very careful to 
defend them from danger ; nay, they encounter 
every danger in their defence. It was a way of 
taking them among the ancients, to plant a number 
of sharp stakes round the ostrich’s nest in her 
absence, upon which she pierced herself at her return. 
The young, when brought forth, are of an ash colour 
the first year, and are covered with feathers all over. 
But in time these feathers drop ; and those parts 
which are covered assume a different and more 
becoming plumage. 

The beauty of a part of this plumage, particu- 
larly the long feathers that compose the wings and 
tail, is the chief reason that man has been so active 
in pursuing this harmless bird to its deserts, and 
hunting it with no small degree of cxpence and 
labour. The ancients used those plumes in their 
helmets ; the ladies of the East make them an orna- 
ment in their dress ; and among us, our undertakers 
and our fine gentlemen still make use of them to 
decorate their hearses and their hats. Those feathers 
which arc plucked from the animal while alive are 
much more valued than those taken when dead, the 
fetter being dry, light, and subject to be worm- 
eaten. 

Besides the value of their plumage, some of the 
savage nations of Africa hunt them also for their 
flesh ; which they consider as a dainty. They some- 
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times also breed these birds tame to eat the young 
ones, of which the female is said to be the greatest 
delicacy. Some nations have obtained the name of 
Strutbophagi, or ostrich-eaters, from their peculiar 
fondness for this food ; and even the Romans them* 
selves were not averse to it. Apicius gives us a re- 
ceipt for making sauce for the ostrich ; and Helioga- 
balus is noted for having dressed the brains of six 
hundred ostriches in one dish ; for it was his custom 
never to eat hut of one dish in a day, but that was 
an expensive one. Even among the Europeans 
now, the eggs of the ostrich are said to be well tasted,, 
and extremely nourishing; but they are too scarce 
to be fed upon, although a single egg be a sufficient 
entertainment for eight men. 

As the spoils of the ostrich are thus valuable, it is 
not to be wondered at that man has become their 
most assiduous pursuer. For this purpose, the Ara- 
bians train up their best and fleetest horses, and hunt 
the ostrich still in view. Perhaps, of all other vari- 
eties of the cbace, this, though the most laborious, 
is yet the most entertaining. As soon as the hunter 
comes within sight of his prey he puts on his horse 
with a gentle gallop, so as to keep the ostrich still 
in sight ; yet not so as to terrify him from the plain 
into the mountains. Of all known animals that 
make, use of their legs in running, the ostrich is by 
far the swiftest : upon observing himself therefore 
pursued at a distance, he begins to run at ’first but 
gently ; either insensible of his danger, or sure of 
escaping. In this situation he somewhat resembles 
a man at full speed ; his wings, like two arms, keep 
working with a motion correspondent to that of his 
legs ; and his speed would very soon snatch him from 



A HISTORY OF 

the view of his pursuers, but, unfortunately for the 
silly creatore, instead of going off in direct line, 
he takes his course in circles ; while the hunters Still 
make a small course within, relieve each Other, 
meet him at unexpected turns, and keep him' thus 
still employed, still followed* for two or three days 
together. At last, spent with fatigue and famine, 
and finding all power of escape impossible, he en- 
deavours to hide himself from those enemies he 
cannot avoid, and covers his head in the sand, or the 
first thicket he meets: Sometimes, however, he at- 
tempts to face his pursuers ; and, though in general 
the most gentle animal in nature, when driven to 
desperation he defends himself with his beak, his 
wings, and his feet. Such is the force of his motion, 
that a man* would be utterly unable to withstand him 
in the shock. 

The Struthophagi have another method of taking 
this' bird ; they cover themselves with an ostrich’s 
skiu, and passing up an arm through the neck, thus 
counterfeit ali the motions of this animal. By this 
artifice they approach the ostrich, which becomes an 
easy prey. He is sometimes also taken by dogs and 
nets : but the most usual way is that mentioned above. 

When the Arabians have thus taken an ostrich, 
they cut 1 its throat, and making a ligature below the 
opening, they shake the bird, aS one’ would rinse a 
barrel ; then taking off the ligature, there runs oat 
from the wound in the throat a considerable quantity 
of blood mixed with the fet of the animal ; and this 
is considered as one of their greatest, dainties. They 
next flay the bird ; and of the skin, which is strong 
and thick, sometimes make a kind of vest; which 
answers the purposes of a cuirass and a buckler. 
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There are others who, more compassionate or 
more, provident, do not kill their captive, but endea- 
vour to tame it, for the purposes ofsapplying those 
feathers, which are in so great request , The inha- 
bitants of Dara and Lybia breed up whole flocks 
of them, and they are tamed with very little trouble. 
But it is not for their feathers alone that they are 
prized in this domestic state ; they are often ridden 
upon, and used as horses. Moore assures us, that 
at Joar he saw a man travelling upon an ostrich ; 
and Adanson asserts that, at the factory of Podore, 
he had two ostriches, which were then young, the 
strongest of which ran swifter than the best English 
racer, although he carried two negroes on his back. 
As soon as the animal perceived that it was loaded, 
it set oft' running with all its force, and made several 
circuits round the village ; till at length the people 
were obliged to stop it by barring up the way. 
How far this strength and swiftness may be useful 
to mankind, even in a polished state, is a matter 
that perhaps deserves inquiry. Posterity may avail 
themselves of this creature’s abilities ; and riding 
upon an ostrich may one day become the favourite, 
as it most certainly is the swiftest mode of con- 
veyance. 

The parts of this animal are said to be convertible 
to many salutary purposes in medicine. The fat is 
said to be emollient and relaxing ; that while it re- 
laxes the tendons, it fortifies the nervous system, 
and being applied to the region of the loins, it abates 
the pains . of the stone in the kidneys. The shell of 
the egg powdered, and given in proper quantities, 
if said to be useful in promoting urine, and dissolving 
the stone, in the bladder. The substance of. the 
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egg itself is thought to be peculiarly nourishing : 
however, Galen, in mentioning this, asserts, that the 
eggs of hens and pheasants are good to be eaten ; 
those of geese and ostriches are the worst of all,* 

CHAP. V. 


The Emu. 

Op this bird, which many call the American Os- 
trich, but little is certainly known. It is an inhabi- 
tant of the New Continent ; and the travellers who 

[ * When the ostrich runs, says Thumberg, il has a proud and 
haughty look; and even when in extreme distress, never appears 
in great haste, especially if the wind is with it. Its wings arc fre- 
quently of material use in aiding its escape ; for when the wind 
blows in the direction that it is pursuing, it always daps them* 
In this case the swiftest horse cannot overtake it, but if the 
weather be hot, and there be no wind, or if it has by any accident 
lost a wing, the difficulty of outrunning it is not so great. 

Adjoining to the nest are always placed a certain number of 
eggs which the birds do not sit upon. These, it is affirmed, arc 
designed Tr the nourishment of the future young. M. Le Vaillant 
found a female ostrich on a nest containing thirty-tw o eggs ; and 
at a little distance, twelve other eggs were arranged, each in a 
separate cavity* lie remained near the place some time, and saw 
three other females come and alternately sit on the nest, each sitting 
for about a quarter of pm hour, and then giving place to another, 
who while she was waiting, sat close by the side of her whom she 
was to succeed* Su deheate are these birds with respect to their 
eggs, that if they are touched by any person during their absence, 
they not only immediately discover it by the scent, but trample to 
pieces all that remain in the nest. The Africans are therefore very 
careful when they take away part of the eggs, not to touch them 
with their hands, but push them out of the nest with long sticks. 
In the eggs are sometimes found a number of small hard pebbles.} 
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have mentioned it, seem to have been more solici- 
tous in proving its affinity to the ostrich than in 
describing those peculiarities which distinguish it 
from all others of the feathered creation. 

It is chiefly found in Guiana, along the banks of 
the Oroonoko, in the inland provinces of Brasil 
and Chili, and the vast forests that border on the 
mouth of the river Plata. Many other parts of South 
America were known to have them ; but as men 
multiplied, these large and timorous birds either fell 
beneath their superior power, or fled from their 
vicinity . . ,* 

The Emu, though not so large as the ostrich, is 
only second to it in magnitude. It is bv much the 
largest bird in the New Continent ; and is generally 
found to be six feet high, measuring from its head 
to the ground. Its legs are three feet long ; and its 
thigh is near as thick as that of a man. The toes 
differ from those of the ostrich ; as there are three in 
the American bird, and but two in the former. Its 
neck is long, its head small, and the bill flatted, like 
that of the ostrich ; but, in all other respects, it more 
resembles a cassowary, a large bird to be described 
hereafter. The form of the body appears round, the 
wings are short, and entirely unfitted for flying, and 
it wants a tail. It is covered from the back and 
rump with long feathers which fall backward, and 
cover theanu$: these feathers are grey upon the 
back, and while on the belly. It goes very swiftly, 
and seems assisted in its motion by a kind of tuber- 
cle behind, like a heel, upon , which, on plain 
ground, it treads very securely; in its course it uses 
a very ddd. kind of action, lifting up one wing, which 
it keeps elevated for a time ; till, letting it drop, it 
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lifts up the other. What the bird’s intention may 
be in thus keeping only one wing tip, is not easy 
to discover; whether it makes use of this as a sail to 
catch the wind, or whether as a rudder to turn its 
course, in order to avoid the arrows of the Indians, 
yet remains to he aso^tained : however this be, the 
emu runs with sudi a swiftness that the fleetest dogs 
are thrown out in the pursuit. One of them, finding 
itself surrounded by the hunters, darted among the 
dogs with such fury that they made way to avoid its 
rage;, and it escaped, by its amazing velocity, in 
safety to the mountains. 

As this bird is but little known, so travellers have 
given a loose to their imaginations in describing 
some of its actions, which they were conscious could 
not be easily contradicted. This animal, says Nie- 
renbefg, is very peculiar in thehatching of its young. 
The male compels twenty or thirty of the females to 
lay their eggs in one nest ; he then, when they have 
done laying, chases them away, and places him- 
self upon the eggs; however, he takes the singular 
precaution of htying two of the number aside, which 
he does not sit upon. ■ When the young ones come 
forth, these two eggs are addled ; which the male 
having foreseen, breaks one, and then another, 
upon which multitudes of flies are found to settle ; 
and tbefe .^ttpply the .y^Ug a suffi- 

ciency of prevision, ' lift they 'are' abfe ' to shift for 
themselves. 

On the other hand. Wafer asserts, that he has 
seen great quantities of this animal’s eggs on the 
desert shores, north of the river Plata ; where they 
were buried in the sand, in order to be hatched by 
the heat of the climate. Both' this, as well as the 
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preceding account, may be doubted : and it is more 
probable that fc «•* the crocodile's eggs which 
VVVerkad «^ksh-«re und<W5b#a% batched in 
thaHpifftner. 

#ben the ymrng ones are M they «*» fa- 
miliar and follow the first person ishey meet I have 
been fe®e««d myself, says’ Wafer* fey many **C these 
yoqaug k ;os4Hches ; which, at first, are ext&mfely barm- 
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heaviest of the feathered species. 

The Cassowary, (hough not sb large as the former, 
yet appears more bulky to the eye ; its body being 
nearly equal, and its neck and legs much thicket 
and stronger in proportion ; this conformation gives 
it an air of strength and force, which the fierceness 
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and singularity of its countenance conspire to render 
formidable. It is five feet and a half long, from the 
point of the bill to the extremity of the claws. The 
legs are two feet and a half high, from the belly to 
the end of the claws. The head and neck together 
are a foot and a half ; and the largest toe, including 
the claw, is five inches long. The claw alone of 
the least toe is three inches and a half in length. 
The wing is so small, that it does not appear ; it 
being hid under the feathers of the back. In other ’ 
birds, a part of the feathers serve for flight, and are 
different from those that serve for merely covering ; 
but in the cassowary, all the feathers are of the same 
kind, and outwardly of the same colour. They are 
generally double; having two long shafts, which 
grow out of a short one, which is fixed in the skin. 
Those that are double are always of an unequal 
length ; for some are fourteen inches long, particu- 
larly on the rump ; while others are not above three. 
The beards that adorn the stem or shaft are from 
about half way to the end, very long, and as thick 
as a horse-hair, without being subdivided into 
fibres. The stem or shaft is flat, shining, black, and 
knotted below ; and from each knot there proceeds 
a beard : likewise, the beards at the end of the large 
feathers are perfectly black; and towards the root 
of a grey tawny colour ; shorter, more soft, and 
throwing out fine fibres, like down ; so that nothing 
appears except the ends, which are hard and black ; 
because the other part, composed of down, is quite 
covered. There are feathers on the head and neck ; 
but they are so short, and thinly sown, that the 
bird’s skin appears naked, except towards the hinder 
part of the head, where they are a little longer/ 
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The feathers fthich Adorn the rump an* extremely 
thick ; but db not dtfe, iti other' respects; from the 
Test, excepting their hang longer. The wings, 
whfeh they are deprived of their feathers, are but 
-three inches long ; and the feathers are like those 
on other parts of the body. The endsofthe wings 
are adorned with five prickles of different ‘lengths 
and thickness, which bend like a bow 1 : these are 
hollow from the roots to the very points, having 
only that slight substance within, which all quills 
are known to have. The longest of these prickles is 
eleven inches ; and it is a quarter Of an inch in dia- 
meter at the root, being thicker there than towards 
the extremity ; the point’ seems broken off. 

The part, however, which most distinguishes this 
animal is the head this, though small like that of 
an ostrich, does not fail to inspire some degree of 
terror. It is bare of feathers, and is in a manner 
armed with a helmet of horny substance, that 
covers it from the root of the bill to near half the 
head backwards. This helmet is black before and 
yellow behind. Its substance is very hard, being 
formed by the elevation of the bone of the skull; 
and it consists of several plates, one over another, 
like the horn of an, ox. Some have supposed that 
this was shed every year with the feathers ; but the 
most probable pinion is, that it only exfoliates 
slowly like the beak. To the peculiar oddity of this 
natural armour iriay be added the colour of the eye 
in this animal, which is a bright yellow, and the 
globe being above an inch and a half in diameter, 
gives it an air equally fierce and extraordinary. At 
the bottom of the upper eye-lid, there is a row of 
small hairs, over which there is another row of black 
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fcaijri wbiUh look pretty much like an cye-brdir. 
The lo#er eye-lid, which is the fergeist of the two* 
is ; furnished also with plenty of black liair.' The 
hole of the Oar is very large and open, being only 
covered with small black feathers. The sides of the 
bead, about the eye and ear, being destitute of 
Utry covering, are blue, except the middle of the 
lower eye-lid, which is white. The part of the bill 
which answers to the upper jaw in Other animats, is 
very hard at the edges above, and the extremity of 
it like that of a turkey-cock. The end of the tower 
mandible is slightly notched ; and the whole is of a 
greyish brown, except a green spot on each side. 
As the beak admits a very wide opening, this contri^- 
bhtes not a little to the bird's menacing appearance. 
The neck is of a violet colour, inclining to that of 
slate; ahd it is red behind in several places, but 
chiefly in the middle. About the middle of the 
neck before at the rise of the large feathers, there 
are two processes formed by the skin' which resem- 
ble soinfewhat the gills of a cock, but that they are 
blue as well as red. Tbe skin which covers the fore- 
part of the breast on which this bud leans and rests, 
is hard, callous, and without feathers. The thighs 
and legs arc covered with feathers and are ex- 
tremely thick, strong, straight, and covered with 
scales of several shapes ; but the legs are thicker a 
little above the -foot than in any other place. The 
toes are likewise covered with scales, and are bat 
three in number ; for that which should be behind 
is wanting. The daws are of a hard solid sab- 
dance, black without, and white within. 

The Internal parts ate equally remarkable. 1 The 
ifcssowary unites with tbe double stomaCh of uM- 
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tnals that live upon vegetables, the short intes- 
tines of those that live upon flesh. The intes- 
tines of the cassowary are thirteen times shorter 
than those of the ostrich. The heart is very small, 
.being hut an inch and a half long* and an inch 
broad at the base. Upon the whole, it faaB the 
-head of a warrior, the eye of a lion, the defence 
of a porcupine, and the swiftness of a courser. 

Thus formed for a life of hostility, for terrifying 
others, and for its own defence, it might be expected 
that the cassowary was one of the most tierce and 
terrible animals of the creation. But nothing is 
so opposite to its natural character, nothing so dif- 
ferent from the life it is contented to lead. It never 
attacks others ; and instead of the bill, when at- 
tacked, it rather makes use of its legs, and kicks 
like a horse, or runs against its pursuer, beats him 
down, and treads him to the ground. 

The manner of going of this animal is not less 
extraordinary than its appearance. Instead of 
going directly forward, it seems to kick up behind 
with one leg, and then making a bound onward 
with the other, it goes with such prodigious velo- 
city, that the swiftest racer would be left far 
behind. 

The same degree of voraciousness winch we per- 
ceived in the ostrich, obtains as strongly here. The 
cassowary swallows every thing that comes within 
the capacity of its gullet. The Dutch assert that 
it can devour not only glass, iron, and stones, but 
even live and burning coals, without testifying 
the smallest fear, or feeling the least injury. It 
is mid that the passage of the food through Ha 
gullet is performed so speedily that even the very 
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eggs which it has swallowed whole pass through 
it unbroken, in the same form they went down. 
In feet, the alimentary canal of thw animal, as was 
observed above, is extremely short ; and it- may 
happen that many kinds of food are indigestible in 
its stomach, as wheat or currants are to man, when 
swallowed whole. 

The cassowary’s eggs are of a grey ash-colour, in- 
clining to green. They are not so large nor so round 
as those of the ostrich. They are marked with a 
number of little tubercles of a deep green, and the 
shell is not very thick. The largest of these is found 
to be fifteen inches round, one way, and about 
twelve the other..' V-^V "■ '* 

The southern parts of die most eastern Indies 
seem to be, the naturalcHmate. of the cassowary. 
His domain, if we may so call it, begins where that 
of the ostrUk terminates. The latter has never been 
found beyond the Ganges, while the cassowary is 
never seenttearef titan the islands of Banda, Sumatra, 
Java, the Molucca Islands, and the corresponding 
parts of the continent. Yet even here this animal 
seems not to have multiplied in any considerable 
degree, as we find one of the kings of Java making 
a present of one of these birds to the captain of a 
Dutch ship, considering it as a very great, rarity. 
*3 T he ostrich, that has kept, in the |esert arid / unpeo- 
pled regions of Africa, is still numerous, and the 
unrivalled tenant of its own inhospitable climate. 
But the cassowary, that is the inhabitant of a more 
peopled and polished region, is growing scarcer 
every day. It is thus that in proportion as man mul- 
tiplies, all the savage and noxious animals fly before 
him : at his approach they quit their ancient habi- 
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lations, how adapted soever they may be to their 
natures, and seek a more peaceable though barren 
retreat ; where they willingly exchange plenty for 
freedom ; and encounter all the dangers of famine, 
to avoid the oppressions of an unrelenting destroyer. 


CHAP. Vlf. 

Tke Dodo, 

M VNKIND have generally made swiftness the 
at (abuts of birds ; but the &0da has no title tb this 
distinction. Instead of excf&Qg the ; *<§«r of swift- 
ness by its appearance, it seems “to strike ^Bie imagi- 
nation as a thing the* most aawjeldy and inactive of 
all nature. Its body is massive, almost rotfttd, and 
(o\(*ied with giev feathers ; it is Just barely sup- 
])<» ted upon two short thick legs like pillar?, while its 
head and neck: rise f'rorn a '^robte^-qwe. 

The heck, thick arid pursy , ie joined Jfe the head, 
which consisW v of ,'clmpa/ *&»<- °P en far 
behind the eves* which are large, black and promi- 
nent ; so that the animal when its gapes seems to be 
all moUthi T The bill •therefore is ojf an extraordi- 
nary leftgift 
bluish ''fiftM 
crooked in 

pointed spoons that are laid together by the backs. 
From all this results a stupid ahd voracious physi- 
ognomy ; which is still more increased by a bordering 
of feathers round the root of the beak, and which 
gives the appearance of a hood or cowl, and finish 
this picture of stupid deformity. Bulk, which in 


but tbiefe^apd of * - 



opposite directions. They resemble two 
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other Animals implies strength, in this only coniri- 
bitfesto inactivity. The ostrich, or the cassowary, 
are no more able to fly than the animal before us; 
but then they supply that defect by tbeir speed in 
running. The dodo seems weighed down by its 
own heaviness, and has scarcely strength to urge 
itsf if forward. It seems among birds what the sloth 
is among quadrupeds, an unresisting thing*, equally 
incapable of flight or defence. It is furnished with 
wings, covered with soft ash -coloured feathers, bnt 
they are too short to assist it in flying. It is fur- 
nished with a tail, with a few small curled feathers ; 
but this tail is disproportioned and displaced. Its 
legs are too short for running, and its body too fat 
to be strong. One would take it for a tortoise that 
had supplied itself with the feathers of a bird ; and 
that, thus dressed out with the instruments of flight, 
it was only still the more unwieldy. 

This bird is a native of the Isle of Prance ; and 
the Dutch, who first discovered it there, called it 
in their language the nauseous bird , as well from 
its disgusting figure, as from the bad taste of its 
flesh. However, succeeding observers contradict 
the first report, and assert that its flesh is good and 
wholesome eating. It is a silly simple bird, as may 
very well be supposed from its figure, and is very 
. easily taken. Three or four dodos are enough to 
, dine a hundred men. 

Whether the dodo be the same bird with that 
which some travellers have described under the Bird 
of Nazareth, yet remains uncertain. The country 
from whence they both come is the same; their 
incapacity of flying is the same; the form of 
die wings add body in both are similar ; fat this 
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chief difference given is ra the colour of the feathers, 
which in the female of the 'bird of Nazarethure 
said to be extremely beautiful ; and in the length 
of their legs, which in thedCdoare short ; in the 
other, are described as long. Time and future ob- 
servation must clear up these doubts ; and tb^ testi- 
mony of a single witness, who shall have fceew both, 
will throw more light on the subject than tine rea- 
sonings of a hundred philosophers. 

CHAP. V11T. 

♦ 

Of Rapacious Birds in getierOi. 

There seems to obtain a general resemblance in 
all the classes of nature. As among quadrupeds a 
part were seen to live upon the vegetable pro- 
ductions of the earth, and another part upon the 
flesh of each other* so among birds; some live 
upon vegetable food, and others by rapine, destroy* 
ing all such as want force or swiftness to procure 
their safety. By thus peopling the woods with ani- 
mals of different dispositions, Nature has wisely 
provided for the multiplication of life ; since. Could 
we suppose that there were as many animals pro- 
duced as there were vegetables supplied in sustain 
them, yet there might still be another dase of ani- 
mals formed, which could find a sufficient suste- 
nance by feeding upon such of the vegetable feeders 
as happened to fall by the course of nature. By 
this contrivance, a greater number will be sustained 
upon the whole; for the numbers would be hurt 
vary thin, were every creature a candidate for th» 
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same food. Thus, by supplying' a variety of appe- 
tites, Nature has also multiplied life in her produc- 
tions. 

In thus varying their appetites. Nature has also 
varied the form of the animal ; , and while she has 
jgiver^some an instinctive passion for animal food, 
she has also furnished them with powers to obtain 
it AH land-birds of the rapacious kinds are fur- 
nished with a large head, and a strong- crooked beak, 
notched at the end, for the purpose of tearing their 
prey. They have strong short legs, and sharp crooked 
talons for the purpose of seizing it. Their bodies are 
formed for war, being fibrous aud muscular ; and 
their wings for swiftness of flight, being well fea- 
thered and expansive. The sight of such as prey 
by day, is -astonishingly quick ; and such as ravage 
by night' have their sight so fitted as to see objects 
in darkness with extreme precision.* 

Their internal parts are equally formed for the 
food they seek for. Their stomach is simple and 
membranous, and wrapped in fat to increase the 
powers of digestion ; and their intestines are short 
and glandular. As their food is succulent and juicy, 
they want no length of intestinal tube to form it 
into proper nourishment . Their food is flesh ; which 
does not require a slow digestion, to be converted 
into a similitude of substance to their own. 

Thus formed for war, they lead a life of solitude 
and rapacity. They inhabit, by choice, the most 

£ * The animals of this order are all carnivorous: they asso- 
ciate in pairs, build tbeir nests in the most lofty situations, and 
produces generally four young ones at a brood : and the female k 
mostly larger than the male. They consist of vultures* eaglea* 
hawks, and owls.] 
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lonely place* and the most desert mountains. They 
ipalce their nests in the clefts q£ rocks,andonihe 
highest and most inaccessible trees of the forest. 
Whenever they appear in the culti vated plain or the 
warbling grove, it is only for the purposes of depre- 
dation ; and are gloomy intruders on the general joy 
of the landscape. They spread .teiror wherever they 
approach : all that variety of music which hut a 
moment before enlivened the grove, at their appear- 
ing is instantly at an end : every order of lesser 
birds seek for safety, either by concealment or 
flight ; and some are even driven to take protection 
with man to avoid their less merciful pursuers.* 

It would indeed be fatal to all the smaller race of 
birds, if, as they are weaker than all, they were also 
pursued by all ; but it is contrived wisely for their 
safety, that every order of carnivorous birds seek 
only for such as are of the size most approaching 
their own; The eagle flies at the bustard or the 
pheasant ~ the sparrow-hawk pursues the thrush 
and the linnet. Nature has provided that each 
species should make war only on such as are fur- 
nished with adequate means of escape. The smallest 
birds avoid their pursuers by the extreme agility, 
rather than the swiftness of their flight ; for every 
order would soon be at an end, if the eagle, to its 
own swiftness of wing, added the versatility of the 
sparrow. 

Another circumstance which tends to render the 
tyranny of these animals more supportable is, that 
they are less fruitful than other birds, breeding but 
few at a. 'time. Those of the larger kind seldom 
produce above four eggs, often but two ; those of 
the smaller kinds, never above six or seven. The 
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pigeon, it is true, that is their prey, never breeds 
above two at a time ; but then she breeds every 
month in the year. The carnivorous kinds only 
■ breed annually, and of consequence their fecundity 
is small in comparison. 

As they are fierce by nature, and are difficult to 
be tamed, so this fierceness extends even to their 
young, which they force from the nest sooner than 
birds of the gentler kind. Other birds seldom for- 
sake their young till able, completely, to provide for 
themselves ; the rapacious kinds expel them from 
the nest at a time when they still should protect and 
support them. This severity to their young pro- 
ceeds from the necessity of providing for themselves. 
AH animals that, by the conformation of their 
stomach and intestines, are obliged to live upon 
flesh, and support themselves by prey, though they 
may be mild When young, soon become fierce and 
mischievous, by the very habit of using those arms 
with which they are supplied by Nature. As it is 
only by the destruction of other animals that they 
can subsist, they become more furious every day ; 
and even the parental feelings are overpowered in 
their general habits of cruelty. If the power of 
obtaining a supply be difficult, the old ones soon 
drive their brood from the nest to shift for them- 
selves, and often destroy them in a fit of fury caused 
by hunger. 

Another effect of this natural and acquired seve- 
rity is, that almost all birds of prey are unsociable. 
It has long been observed, by Aristotle, that all birds 
with crooked beaks and talons, are solitary : like 
quadrupeds of the cat kind, they lead a lonely 
wandering life, and are united only in pairs, by 
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instinct which overpowers their rapacious habits of 
enmity with all other animals. As the male and 
female are often necessary toeach other in their pur- 
suits, so they sometimes live together but, except 
at certain seasons, they most usually prowl alone ; 
and, like robbers, enjoy in solitude the fruits of their 
plunder. 

All birds of prey are remarkable for one singula- 
rity, for which it is not easy to account AH the 
males of these birds are about a third less, and weaker 
than the females ; contrary to what obtains among 
quadrupeds, among which the males are always the 
largest and boldest : from thence the male is called 
by falconers, a tatcel ; that is, a tierce oar third less 
than the other. The reason of this difference cannot 
proceed from the necessity of a larger body in the 
female for the purposes of breeding, and that her 
volume is thus increased by the quantity of her eggs; 
for in other birds, that breed much faster, and that 
lay in much greater proportion, such as the hen, the 
duck, or the pheasant, the male is by much the largest 
of the two. Whatever be the cause, certain it is, 
that the females, as Willughby expresses it, are of 
greater size, more beautiful and lovely for shape 
and colours, stronger, more fierce and generous, 
than the males ; whether it may be that it is necessary 
for the female to be thus superior, as it is incum- 
bent upon her to provide, not only for herself, but 
her young ones also. 

These birds, like quadrupeds of the carnivorous 
kind, are all lean and meagre. Their flesh is stringy 
and ill-tasted, soon corrupting, and tinctured with 
the flavour of that animal food upon which they 
subsist. Nevertheless, Belonius asserts, that many 
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people admire the flesh of the vulture and falcon, 
and dress them for eating, when they meet with any 
Accident that ah fits them for the chace. He asserts, 
that the osprey, a species of the eagle, when young, 
is excellent food : hut he contents himself with ad- 
vising jus, to breed these birds up for our pleasure 
rather in the field, than for the table. 

Ofland birdsof a rapacious nature, there are five 
hinds. The eagle kind, the hawk kind, the vulture 
kind, the horded owl, and the screech owl kind. 
The distinctive marks of this class are taken from 
their claws and beak : their toes arc separated : 
their legs are feathered to the heel: their toes 
are four in number ; three before, one behind : their 
beak is short, thick, and crooked. 

The eagle kind is distinguished from the rest by 
his beak, which ^straight till towards the end, 
when it begins to hook downwards. 

The vulture kind is distinguished by the head and 
neck ; which are without feathers. 

The hawk kind by the beak ; being hooked from 
the very root. 

The horned owl by the feathers at the base of the 
bill standing forwards ; and by some feathers on the 
head, that stand out, resembling horns. 

The screech owl, by the feathers at the base of 
the bill standing forward, and being without horns. 
A description of one in each kind, will serve for all 
the rest. 
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CHAP. IX. 

* 

The Eagle and its jffimijj&s. 

The Golden Eagle is the the noblest 

of aH those birds that have reo»||f % the name of 
Eagle. It weighs above twelve Its length 

is three feet ; the extent of m, Jl4nf^ seven feet 
four inches ; the bill is three and of a 

deep bine colour; and* 'tbe'eyl'^ol a lazel colour. 
The sight and sense of ernfm^ hire very acute. 
The bead and neck **« tdtpM with narrow 
sharp pointed feathers., of a deep brown 
colour, bordered with " ttWhy'j but those on the 
crown of the head. In very eld birds, turn grey. The 
whole body, aboveas Well as beneath, is of a dark 
brown, and the feajthers of the back are finely clouded 
with a dcepersbade of thejam.' , * -The wings when 
clothed reach ha the The quill 

feathers are of a chocofegid eploo£ the shafts white. 
The tail is of a deep brpwn* hftf^akrly barred and 
blotched with an. obscure ash colour, and usually 
white at the roots of the feathers. The legs are 
yellow, short, and very strong, being three inches 
in circumference, and feathered to the very feet. 
The toes are covered with large scales, and armed 
with the most formidable claws, the middle of 
which are two inches long. 

In the rear of this terrible bird follow the ring- 
tailed eagle , the common eagle , the bald eagle, the 
white eagle, the rough- footed eagle, the erti, the black 
eagle, the osprey, the sea- eagle and the crowned eagle. 
von. iv. f 
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These, and others that might be added, form diffe- 
rent shades in this fierce family ; but have all the 
same rapacity, the same general form, the same 
habits, and the same manner of bringing up their 
young. 

In general, these birds are found in mountainous 
and ill-peopled countries, and breed among the 
loftiest cliffs. They choose those places which are 
remotest from man, upon whose possessions they 
but seldom make their depredations, being con- 
tented rather to follow the wild game in the forest, 
than to risk their safety to satisfy their hunger. 

This fierce animal may be considered among 
birds as the lion among quadrupeds ; and in many 
respects they have a strong similitude to cadi other. 
They are botli possessed of force, and an empire 
over their fellows of the forest. Equally magnani- 
mous, they disdain smaller plunder ; and only pur- 
sue animals worthy the conquest. It is not till 
after having been long provoked, by the cries of 
the rook or the magpie, that this generous bird 
thinks fit to punishr them with death : the eagle also 
disdains to share the plunder of another bird ; and 
will take up with no other prey but that which he 
has acquired by his own pursuits. How hungry 
soever he may be, be never stoops to carrion ; and 
when satiated, he never returns to the same carcase, 
but leaves it for other animals, more rapacious and 
less delicate than he. Solitary, like the lion, he 
keeps tlie desert to himself alone ; it is as extraor- 
dinary to see. two pair of eagles in the same moun- 
tain, as two lions in the same forest. They keep 
separate, to find a more ample supply ; and con- 
sider the quantity of their game -as the best proof 
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of their dominion. Nor does the similitude of these 
animals stop here : they have both sparkling eyes, 
and nearly of the same colour ; their claws are of 
the same form, their breath equally strong, and their 
cry equally loud and terrifying. Bred both for war, 
they are enemies of all society : alike fierce, proud, 
and incapable of being easily tamed. It requires 
great patience and much art to tame an eagle ; and 
even though taken young, and brought under by 
long assiduity, yet still it is a dangerous domestic, 
and often turns its force against its master. When 
brought into the field for the purposes of fowling, 
the falconer is never sure of its attachment ;* that 
innate pride, and love of liberty, still prompt it to 
regain its native solitudes : and the moment the 
falconer sees it, when let loose, first stoop towards . 
the ground, and then rise perpendicularly into the 
clouds, he giveB up all his former labour for lost ; 
quite sure of never beholding his late prisoner more. 
Sometimes, however, they are brought to have an 
attachment for their feeder : they are then highly 
serviceable, and liberally provide for his pleasures 
and support. When the falconer lets them go from 
his hand, they play about and hover round him till 
their game presents, which they see at an immense 
distance, and pursue with certain destruction. 

Of all animals the eagle flies highest ; and from 
thence the ancients have given him the epithet of 
the bird of Heaven . Of all others also, he has the 
quickest eye ; but his sense of smelling is for infe- 
rior to that of the vulture. He never pursues, 
therefore, but in sight ; and when he has seized his 
prey, he stoops from his height, as if to examine its 
weight, always laying it on the ground befqre he 
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carries it off. As his wing is very powerful, yet, as 
he has but little suppleness in the joints of the leg, 
be finds it difficult to rise when down ; however, if 
Pot instantly pursued, he finds no difficulty in carrying 
off geese and cranes. He also carries away hares. 
Jambs, and kids; and often destroys fawns and 
calves, to drink their blood, and carries a part of 
their flesh to his retreat. Infants themselves, when 
left unattended, have been destroyed by these rapa- 
cious creatures; which probably gave rise to the 
fable of Ganymede’s being snatched up by an eagle 
to heaven. 

An instance is recorded in Scotland of two* chil- 
dren being carried off by eagles ; but fortunately 
they received no hurt by the way ; and the eagles 
being pursued, the children were restored unhurt 
out of the nests to the affrighted parents 

The eagle is thus at all times a formidable neigh- 
bour; but peculiarly when bringing up its young. 
It is then that the female, as well as the male, exert 
all their force and industry to supply their young. 
Smith, in his History of Kerry, relates, that a poor 
man in that country got a comfortable subsistence 
for his family, during a summer of famine, out of 
an eagle’s nest, by " robbing the eaglets of food, 
which was plentifully supplied by the old ones. 
He protracted their assiduity beyond the usual time 
by clipping the wings, and retarding the flight 
of the young, and very probably also, as I have 
known myself, by so tying them as to increase their 
cries, which is always found to increase the parent’s 
dispatch to procure them provision. It was lucky, 
however, that the old eagles did not surprife the 
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countryman as be was thus employed, as their re” 
sentment might have been dangerous. 

It happened some time ago, in the same coun- 
try, that a peasant resolved to rob the nest of an 
eagle that had built in a small island, in the beau- 
tiful lake of Killamey. He accordingly stripped, 
and swam in upon the island while the old ones 
were away ; and, robbing the nest of its young, he 
was preparing to swim hack, with the eaglets tied 
in a string ; but, while he was yet up to his chin in 
the water, the old eagles returned, and, missing 
their young, quickly fell upon the plunderer, and, 
in spite of all his resistance, dispatched him with 
their beaks and talons. 

In order to extirpate these pernicious birds, there 
is a law in the Orkney islands which entitles any 
person that kills an eagle to a hen out of every house 
in the parish in which the plunderer is killed. 

The nest of the eagle is usually built in the most 
inaccessible cliff of the rock, and often shielded 
from the weather by some jutting crag that hangs 
over it. Sometimes, however, it is wholly exposed 
to the winds, as well sideways as above; for the 
nest is flat, though built with great labour. It is 
said that the same nest serves the eagle during life ; 
and indeed the pains bestowed in forming it seems 
to argue as much. One of these was found in the 
Peak of Derbyshire; which Willughby thus de- 
scribes. “ It was made of great sticks, resting one 
“ end on the edge of a rock, the other on two birch 
“ trees. Upon these was a layer of rushes, and 
ft over them a layer of heath, and upon the heath 
<f rushes again ; upon which lay one young one, 
4t and an addle egg ; and by them a lamb, a hare, 
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” and three heath-pouts. The nest was about two 
€t yards square., and had no hollow in it. The 
r< young eagle was of the shape of a goshawk, of 
" almost the weight of a goose, rough-footed, or 
“ feathered down to the foot, having a white ring 
“ about the tail/’ Such is the place where the 
female eagle deposits her eggs; which seldom 
exceed two at a time in the larger species, and 
not above three in the smallest. It is said that she 
hatches them for thirty days : but frequently, even 
of this small number of eggs, a part is addled ; 
and it is extremely rare to find three eaglets in the 
same nest. It is asserted, that as soon as the young 
ones are somewhat grown, the mother kills the most 
feeble or the most voracious. If this happens, it 
must proceed only from the necessities of the parent, 
who is incapable of providing for their support; 
and is content to sacrifice a part to the welfare 
of all. 

The plumage of the eaglets is not so strongly 
marked as when they come to be adult. They are 
at first white ; then inclining to yellow ; and at last 
of light brown. Age, hunger, long captivity, and 
diseases, make them whiter. It is said, they live 
above a hundred years ; and that they at last die, 
not of old age, but from the beaks turning inward 
upon the under mandible, and thus preventing their 
taking any food. They are equally remarkable, 
says Mr. Pennant, for their longevity, and for their 
power of sustaining a long abstinence from food. 
One of this species, which has now been nine years 
in the possession of Mr. Owen Holland, of Conway, 
lived thirty-two years with the gentleman who 
made him a present of it; but what its age was. 
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when the latter received it from Ireland, is un- 
known . The same bird also furnishes a proof of the 
truth of the other remark ; having once,, through the 
neglect of servants, endured hunger for twenty-one 
days, without any sustenance whatever. 

Those eagles which are kept tame, a fe fed with 
every kind of flesh, whether fresh or corrupting ; 
and when there is a deficiency of that, bread, or 
any other provision, will suffice. It is very dangerous 
approaching them if not quite tame; and they 
sometimes send forth a loud piercing lamentable 
cry, which renders them still more formidable. 
The eagle drinks but seldom ; and perhaps, when at 
liberty, not at all, as the blood of his prey serves 
to quench his thirst. His excrements are always 
soft and moist, and' tinged with that whitish sub- 
stance which, as was said before, mixes in birds 
with the urine. 

Such are the general characteristics and habi- 
tudes erf the eagle ; however, in some these habi- 
tudes differ, as the Sea Eagle and the Osprey 
live chiefly upon fish, and consequently build their 
nests on the sea-shore, and by the side® of rivers, 
on the ground among reeds ; and often lay three or 
four eggs, rather less than those of a hen, of a 
white elliptical form. They catch their prey, 
which is chiefly fish, by darting down upon them 
from above. The Italians compare the violent 
descent of these birds on their prey, to the fall of 
lead into water, and call them Aquila Piombina, 
or the Leaden Eagle. 

Nor is the Bald Eagle, which is an inhabitant 
of North Carolina, less remarkable for habits pecu- 
liar to itself. These birds breed in that country all 
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tbe yearround, When the eaglets are just covered 
’With down, and a sort of white woolly feathers, 
the female eagle lays again. These eggs are left 
to be hatched by the warmth of the young ones 
that continue in the nest ; so that the flight of one 
brood makes room for the next, that are but just 
hatched. These birds fly very heavily ; so that 
they cannot overtake their prey, like others of the 
same denomination. To remedy this, they often 
attend a sort of fishing-hawk, which they pursue, 
and strip the plunderer of its prey. This is the more 
remarkable, as this hawk flies swifter than they. 
These eagles also generally attend upon fowlers in 
the winter ; and when any birds are wounded, they 
are sure to be seized by the eagle, though they may 
fly from the fowler. This bird will often also steal 
young pigs, and carry them alive to the nest, which 
is composed of twigs, sticks and rubbish : it is large 
enough to fill the body of a cart ; and is commonly 
full of bones half eaten, and putrid flesh, the stench 
of which is intolerable. 

The distinctive marks of each species are as 
follow. u 

The golden eagle : of a tawny iron-colour : the 
bead and neck of a reddish iron ; the tail-feathers 
of a dirty white, marked with cross bands of 
tawny iron ; the legs covered with tawny iron 
feathers. 

The common eagle : of a brown colour : the head 
and upper part of the neck inclining to red ; the 
tail-feathers white, blackening at the ends; the 
outer ones on each side, of an ash-colour ; the legs 
covered with feathers of a reddish brown. 

The bald eagle: brown: the head, neck and hud- 
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feathers white j the feathers of the upper part of the 
* leg 1 brown. 

The white eagle : the whole white. 

The rough-footed eagle : of a dirty brown : spotted 
under the wings, and on the tegs, with white ; the 
feathers of the tail white at the beginning and the 
poinf; the leg-feathers dirty brown, spotted with 
white. 

The white-tailed eagle : dirty brown : head white ; 
the stems of the feathers black ; the rump inclining 
to black ; the tail-feathers the first half black, the 
end half white ; legs naked. 

The erne : a dirty iron-colour above, an' iron 
mixed with black below ; the head and neck ash, 
mixed with chesnut; the points of the wings 
blackish ; the tail-feathers white ; the legs naked. 

The black eagle : blackish : the head and upper 
neck mixed with red; the tail-feathers, the first 
half white, speckled with black ; the other half 
blackish ; the leg-feathers dirty white. 

The sea-eagle : inclining to white, mixed with 
iron brown ; belly white, with iron-coloured spots ; 
the covert feathers of the tail whitish ; the tail fea- 
thers black at the extremity ; the upper part of the 
leg-feathers of an iron brown. 

The osprey : brown above; white below; the 
back of the head white ; the outward tail-feathers, on 
the inner side, streaked with white; legs naked. 

The jean le blanc : above, brownish grey ; below, 
white, spotted with tawny brown the tail-feathers 
on the outside and at the extremity brown ; on the 
inside, white, streaked with brown : legs naked. 

The eagle of Brazil : blackish brown ; ash-colour. 
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mixed in the wing ; tail-feathers white ; legs 
naked. 

The Oroonoho eagle : with a topping above, 
blackish brown ; below, white, spotted with black ; 
upper neck yellow ; tail-feathers brown, with white 
circles ; leg- feathers white, spotted with black. 

The crowned African eagle : #itb a topping; the 
(ail ofi^^h-co^ir, streaked ontofe upper side with 
black?" '' 

Th^^g^^^fiondickerry $ chesimt colour : the 
six out|pj^|ft4mfe4lierf black one balf 

[Th6'f;'ti^S.'M.^gfe of the Alp# of vast 

size, meatruHpg smietimes nearly top tout from (he 
tip of one wing to the tip of toe other ; below the 
throat is a beard-like appendage, consisting of very 
narrow feathers. The legs are clothed with feathers 
quite down to toe toes. One of these Mr Bruce 
observed on the high mountains of Abyssinia. 

" This noble bird, says he, %as not an object of 
any chase or pursuit, nor Stood in need of any 
stratagem to bring hito within our reach. tJpon the 
highest top of the mountain Lamalmon, while my 
servants were refreshing *hemselv es from the toilsome 
rugged ascent, and enjojing the pleasure of a most 
delightful climate, eating their dinner in the outer 
air, with .several large dishes of boiled goat’s -flesh 
before them, this enemy, us he turned out to be to 
them, suddenly appeared : he did not stoop rapidly 
from a height, but came flying slowly along the 
ground, and sat down close to the meat, within the 
ring the men had made round it. A great shout, or 
rather cry of distress, called me to the place. 1 saw 
the Eagle stand for a minute, as if to recollect him- 
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self, while the servants ran for their lances and 
shields. I walked up as nearly to him as I had time 
to do. His attention was fully fixed upon the flesh. 
1 saw him put his foot into the pan, where there 
was a large piece prepared for boiling; but finding 
the smart, which , he had not expected, he withdrew 
it, and forsook the piece which beheld. * . ^ 

" There were two large p ieces, a leg and a shoulder, 
lying upon a wooden platter : intc^tfiese he thrust 
both his claws and carried them otf|, thought 

he still looked wistfully at the large piece which re- 
mained in the warm water Awappe^went slowly 
along the ground, as he had of the 

clift over which the criminals are thrown, took him 
from our sight. The Mahometans that drove the 
asses were much alarmed, and assured me of his re- 
turn. My servants, on the other hand, very unwil- 
lingly expected him, and thought he had already 
more than his share. 

“ As 1 had myself a desire Of mare; intimate ac- 
quaintance with him, 1 loaded a rifle gun with ball, 
and sat down close to the platter by the meat. It wa9 
not many minutes before he came, and a prodigious 
shout was raised by my attendants, <e he is coming, 
he is coming enough to have dismayed a more 
courageous animal. Whether he was not quite so 
hungry as at his first visit, or suspected something 
from my appearance, I know not : but he made a 
small turn, and sat down about ten yards from me ; 
the pan with the meat being between me and him. 
As the field was clear before me, and 1 did not 
know but his next move might bring him opposite 
to some of my people, so that he might actually get 
tile rest of the meat and make off, 1 shot him with 
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the ball through the middle of the body, about two 
inches below the wing, so that he lay down upon the 
grass without a single flutter. 

" Upon laying hold of his monstrous carcase, I was 
not a little surprised at seeing my hands Covered and 
tinged with a yellow powder or dust. Upon turning 
him on his belly, and examining the feathers of his 
back,, they also produced a dust, the colour of the 
feathers there. The dust was not in small quantities ; 
for Upon striking the breast, the yellow powder flew, 
in full greater quantity than from a hair-dresser’s 
powder-puff. The feathers of the belly and breast, 
which were of a gold colour, did not appear to have 
any thing extraordinary in their formation ; but the 
large feathers in the shoulders and wings seemed 
apparently to be fine tubes, which upon pressure 
scattered this dust upon the finer part of the fea- 
thers ; hut this was brown, the colour of the feathers 
of the back. Upon the side of the wing, the ribs 
or hard part of the feathers seemed to be bare as if 
worn ; or I rather think were renewing themselves, 
having before failed in their functions. 

“ What is the reason of this extraordinary provision 
of nature, it is not in my power to determine. As 
it is an unusual one, it is probably meant for a de- 
fence against the climate, in favour of the birds 
which live in those almost inaccessible heights of a 
country doomed, even in its lower parts, to several 
months -excessive rain.”] 
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CHAP. X. 

The Condor of America. 

We might now come to speak of the Vulturekind, 
as they hold the next rank to the Eagle ; but we are 
interrupted in onr method, by the Consideration of 
an enormous bird, whose place is not yet ascertained ; 
as naturalists are in doubt whether to refer it to the 
eagle tribe, or to that of the \ultuce. Its great 
strength, force and vivacity, might plead for its 
place among the formej- ; the baldness of its head 
and neck might be thought to degrade it among the 
latter. In this uncertainty, it will be enough to 
describe the bird, by the lights we have, and leave 
future historians to settle its rank in the feathered 
creation. Indeed, if size and strength, combined 
with rapidity of flight and rapacity, deserve pre- 
eminence, no bird can be put in competition with it. 

The Condor possesses, in a higher degree than 
the eagle, all the qualities that render it formidable, 
not only to the feathered kind, but to beasts, and 
even to man himself. Acosta, Garcilasso, and Des 
Marchais, assert, that it is eighteen feet across, the 
wings extended. The beak is so strong as to pierce 
the body of a cow ; and two of them are able to 
devour it. They do not even abstain from man 
himself ; but fortunately there are but few of the 
species ; for if they had been plenty, every order of 
animal must have carried on an unsuccessful war 
against the m. The Indians assert, that they will 
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carry off a deer, or a young 1 calf, in their talons, as 
eagles would a hare or a rabbit ; that their sight is 
piercing, and their air terrible ; that they seldom 
frequent the forests, as they require a large space for 
the display of their wings ; but that they are found 
on the sea-shore, and the banks of rivers, whither 
they descend from the heights of the mountains. 
By later accounts we learn, that they come down 

to the sea-shore onlv at certain seasons, when their 

* 

prey happens to fail them upon land ; that they then 
feed upon dead fish, and such other nutritious 
substances as the sea throws up on the shore. We 
are assured, however, that their countenance is not 
so terrible as the old writers have represented it ; 
but that they appear of a milder nature than either 
the eagle or the vulture. 

Condamine has frequently seen them in several 
parts of the mountains of Quito, and observed them 
hovering over a flock of sheep ; and he thinks they 
would, at a certain time, have attempted to carry one 
off, had they not been seared away by the shep- 
herds. Labat acquaints us, that those who have seen, 
this animal, declare that the body is as large as that 
of a sheep ; and that the. flesh is tough, and as dis- 
agreeable as carrion. The Spaniards themselves 
seem to dread its depredations ; and there have been 
many instances of its carrying off their children. 

Mr. Strong, the master of a ship, as he was sailing 
along the coasts of Chili, in the thirty-third degree 
of South latitude, observed a bird sitting upon a high 
cliff near the shore; which some of the ship’s com- 
pany shot with a leaden bullet, and killed. They 
were greatly surprised when they beheld its magni- 
tude ; for when the wings were extended, they 
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measured thirteen feet from one tip to the other. 
One of the quills was two feet four inches long ; and 
the barrel, or hollow part, was six inches and three 
quarters, and an inch and a half in circumference. 

We have a still more circumstantial account of this 
amazing bird, by P. Feuillee, the only traveller who 
has accurately described it ; ” In the valley of Ho 
“ in Peru, I discovered a condor, perched on a high 
“ rock before me : I approached within gun-shot, 
" and fired ; but as my piece was only charged with 
c ' swan-shot, the lead was not able sufficiently to 
“ pierce the bird’s feathers. I perceived, however, 
" by its manner of flying, that it was wounded ; and 
“ it was with a. good deal of difficulty that it flew 
“ to another rock, aboyt five hundred yards distant, 
“ on the sea-shore. I therefore charged again with 
“* ball, and hit the bird under the throat, which 
" made it mine. I accordingly ran up to seize it ; 
“ but even in death it was terrible, and defended 
“ itself upon its back, with its claws extended 
<f against me, so that I scarcely knew how to lay 
“ hold of it. Had it not been mortally wounded, I 
“ should have found it no easy matter to take it; 
u but I at last dragged it down from the rock, and 
” with the assistance of one of the seamen, I carried 
“ it to my tent, to make a coloured drawing. 

“ The wings of this bird, which I measured very 
“ exactly, were twelve feet three inches (English) 
“ from tip to tip. The great feathers, that were 
“ of a beautiful shining black, were two feet four 
“ inches long. The thickness of the beak was pro- 
“ portionable to the rest of the body ; the length 
,c about four inches ; the point hooked downwards, 
", and white at its extremity : and the other part. 
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was of a jot black. A short down, of a brown 
* { colour, covered the head ; the eyes were black, 
* f and surrounded with a circle of reddish brown. 
“ The feathers, on the breast, neck, and wing’s, were 
ft of a light brown ; those on the back were rather 
" darker. Its thighs were covered with brown fea- 
** thers to the knee; The thigh-bone was ten inches 
*•' long ; the leg five inches : the toes were three 
(C before, and one behind ; that behind was an inch 
“ and a half ; and the daw with which it was armed 
,s was black, and three quarters of an inch. The 
“ other claws were in the same proportion ; and 
,c the legs were covered W'ith black scales, as also 
“ toes : but in these the scales were larger. 

'■ These birds usually keep in the mountains, 
‘ f where they find their prey ; they never descend 
“ to the sea-shore, but in the rainy season ; for as 
“ they are very sensible of cold, they go there for 
“ greater minmli. Though these mountains are 
situated in the torrid zone, the cold is often very 
“ severe ; for a great part of the year, they are 
c( covered with snow, but particularly in winter; 

,r The little nourishment which these birds find 
" on the sea-coast, except when the tempest drives 
tf in some great, fish, obliges the condor to continue 
there but a short time. They usually come to the 
" coast at the approach of evening ; stay there all 
' night, and flv back in tlie morning.” 

It is doubted whether this animal be proper to 
Arm-vira only, or whether it may not have been 
described by the naturalists of other countries. It 
is supposed, that the great bird called the Rock, 
described by Arabian writers, and so much exagge- 
rated by fable, is but a species of the condor. The 
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great bird of Tarnassar, in the East Indies, that is 
larger than the eagle, as well as the vulture of Sene- 
gal, that carries off children, are probably no other 
than tile bird we bavebeeo describing. Russia, 
Lapland, and even Switzerland and Germany, are 
said to have known this animal. A bird of this kind 
was shot in France, that weighed eighteen pounds, 
and was said to be eighteen feet across the wings : 
however, mho of the- quills was described only as 
being larger than that of a swan, so that probably 
the breadth of the wings may have been exaggerated, 
since a bird so large would haVOjthe quills more than 
twice as big as those of a swab. However this be, 
we are not to regret that it is scarcely ever seen in 
Europe, as it appears to be One of the most formidable 
enemies of mankind! In the deserts of Pachomac, 
where it is chiefly seen, men seldom venture to travel. 
Those wild regions are very sufficient of themselves 
to inspire a secret horror : broken precipices— 
prowling panthers — forests only vocal with the hiss- 
ing of serpents— and mountains rendered still more 
terrible by the condor, the only bird that ventures 
to make its residence in those deserted situations 
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Of the Vulture, and its Affinities. 

The first rank in the description Of birds, has been 
given to the eagle; not because it is stronger or 
larger than the vulture, but because it is more gene- 
rous and bold. The eagle, unless pressed by famine, 
will not stoop to carrion ; and never devours but 
vot. iv. a 
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what h|e has earned by his own pursuit. The vulture, 
op the contrary, is indelicately voracious; and sel- 
dom attacks living animals, when it can be supplied 
with the dead. The eagle meets and singly opposes 
bis enemy ; the vulture, if it expects resistance, calls 
in the aid of its kind, and basely overpowers its 
prey by a cowardly combination. Putrefaction and 
stench, instead of deterring, only serye to allure 
them. The vulture seems among birds what the 
jackall and hyena are among quadrupeds, who prey 
upon carcases, and root up the dead. 

Vultures may be easily distinguished from all 
those of the eagle kind, by the nakedness of their 
heads and necks, which are without feathers, aud 
only covered with a very slight down, or a few scat- 
tered hairs. Their eyes are more prominent ; those 
of the eagle being buried more in the socket. Their 
claws are shorter and less hooked. The inside of 
the wing is covered with a thick down, which is 
different in them from all other birds of prey. 
Their attitude is not so upright as that of the eagle ; 
and their flight more difficult and heavy. 

In this tribe we may range the golden, the ash- 
coloured, and the brown vulture, -which are inha- 
bitants of Europe ; the spotted and the black vulture 
of Egypt ; the bearded vulture, the Brasilian vul- 
ture, and the king* of the vultures, of South Ame- 
rica. They all agree in their nature, being equally 
indolent, yet rapacious and unclean. 

The Golden Vulture seems to be the foremost of 
' the kind ; aud is in many things like the golden 
eagle, but larger in every proportion . Prom the end 
of the beak to that ot the tail, it is four feet and a 
half; and to the claws end, forty-five inches. The 
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length of die upper mandible is almost seven inches ; * 
and the tail twenty-seven- in length.* The lower 
part of the neck, breast, and belly, are of a red 
colour ; but on the tail it is more feint, and deeper 
near the head. The feathers are black on the back ; 
and on the Wings and tail of a yellowish brown. . 
Others of the kind differ from this in colour and 
dimensions; but they are all strongly marked by 
their naked heads, and beak straight in the begin- 
ning, but hooking at the point. 

They arc still more strongly marked by their, na- 
ture, which, as has been observed, is cruel, unclean, 
and indolent. Their sense of smelling, however, is 
amazingly great; and Nature, for this purpose, has 
given them two large apertures or nostrils without, 
and an extensive olfactory meinbrane within. Their 
intestines are formed differently from those of the 
eagle kind ; for they partake more of the formation 
of such birds as live upon grain. They have both 
a crop and a stomach ; which maybe regarded as a 
kind of gizzard, from the extreme thickness of the 
muscles of which it is composed. In fact, they 
seem adapted inwardly, not only for being carni- 
vorous, but to eat corn or whatsoever of that kind 
comes in their way. * 

This bird, which is common in many parts of 
Europe, and but too well known on the western 
continent, is totally unknown in 1 England. In 
Egypt, Arabia, and many other kingdoms of Africa 
and Asia, vultures are found in great abundance. 
The inside down of their wing is converted into a, 
very warm and comfortable kind of fur, and is coim- 
mohly sold in the Asiatic markets. 

Indeed, in Egypt, this bird seems to be of singu- 
" ' • #2 . 
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lar service. There are great flocks of them in the 
neighbourhood of Grand Cairo, which no person 
is permitted to destroy. The service they render 
the inhabitants, is the devouring all the carrion and 
filth of that great city ; which might otherwise tend 
to corrupt and putrefy the air. They are commonly 
seen in company with the wild dogs of the country, 
tearing a carcase very deliberately together. This 
odd association produces no quarrels ; the birds and 
quadrupeds seem to live amicably, and nothing but 
harmony subsists between .them. The wonder is 
still the greater, as both are extremely rapacious, 
and both lean and bony to a very great degree ; 
probably having no great plenty even of the 
wretched food on which they subsist. 

In America, they lead a life somewhat similar. 
Wherever the hunters, who there only pursue beasts 
for the skins, are found to go, these birds are seen 
to pursue them. They still keep hovering at a 
little distance ; and when they see the beast flayed 
and abandoned, they call out to each other, pour 
down' upon the carcase, and, in an instant, pick its 
bones as bare and clean as if they had been scraped 
by a knife. 

At the Cape of Good Hope, in Africa, they seem 
to discover a still greater share of dexterity in their 
methods of carving. " I have,” says Kolben, ,f been 
,f often a'tpectator of the manner in which they 
“ have anatomized a dead body : I say anatomized, 
* r for no artist in the world could have done it more 
K cleanly. They have a wonderful method of sepa- 
“ rating the flesh from the bones, and yet leaving the 
“ skin quite entire. Upon coming near the carcase, 
" one would not suppose it thus deprived ofits inter* 



THE VULTUBE. 85 

* " nal substance, til} be began to examine it more 
** closely : be then finds it, literally speaking, no- 
“ thing but skin and bone. Their manner of per- 
<e forming the operation, is this : they first make an 
“ opening in the belly of the animal, from whence 
" they pluck out and greedily devour the entrails; 
" then entering into the hollow which they have 
,f made, they separate the flesh from the bones, with- 
" out ever touching the skin. It often happens that 
te an ox returning home alone to its stall from the 
" plough lies down by the way : it is then, if the vul- 
“ tures perceive it, that they fall with fury down, 
f ‘ and inevitably devour the unfortunate animal. 
" They sometimes attempt them grazing in the 
fC fields ; and then, to the number of a hundred or 
" more, make their attack all at once and together." 

“ They are attracted by carrion,” says Catesby, 
" from a very great distance. It is pleasant to be- 
“ hold them, when they are thus eating, and dis- 
<f puting for their prey. A n eagle generally presides 
“ at these entertainments, and makes them all keep 
their distance till he has done. They then fall to 
“ with an excellent appetite: and their sense of 
ff smelling is so exquisite, that the instant a carcase 
<e drops, we may see the vultures floating in the air 
rf from all quarters, and come sousing on their 
“ prey.” It is supposed by some, that they eat 
nothing that has life ; but this is only when they are 
not able; for when they can come at lambs, they 
show no mercy ; and serpents are their ordinary food. 
The manner of those birds is to perch themselves^ 
several together, on the old pine and cypress trees ; 
where they continue all the morning, for several 
hours, with their wings unfolded : nor are they fear- 
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ful of danger, but suffer people to approach them 
very .near, particularly, when they are, eating. 

The sloth, the filth, and the voraciousness of these 
birds, almost exceed credibility. In the Brasils, 
where they are, found in great abundance, when they 
light upon a carcase, which they have liberty to tear 
at their ease, they so gorge themselves, that they 
arc unable to fly ; but keep hopping along, when they 
are pursued. At all times, they are a bird of slow 
flight, and unable readily to raise themselves from 
the ground ; but when they have over-fed, they are 
then utterly helpless ; but they soon get rid of their 
burthen ; for they have a method of vomiting up 
what they have eaten, and then they fly off with 
greater facility. 

It is pleasant, however, to be a spectator of the 
hostilities between animals that are thus hateful or 
noxious. Of all creatures, the two most at enmity, 
is the vulture of Brasil, and the crocodile. The 
female of this terrible amphibious creature, which in 
the rivers of that part of the world grows to the 
size of twenty-seven feet, lays it eggs, to the num- 
ber of one or two hundred, in the sands, on the side 
of the river, where they arc hatched by the heat of 
the climate., For this purpose, she takes every pre- 
caution to hide from all other animals the place where 
she deposits her burthen ; in the mean time, a num- 
ber of vultures, or galinassos, as the Spaniards call 
them, sit, silent and unseen, in the branches of some 
neighbouring forest, and view the crocodile’s opera- 
tions, with the pleasing expectation of succeeding 
plunder. They patiently wait till the crocodile has 
laid the whole number of ber eggs, till she has covered 



THE VULTURE. gf 

‘from them to a cortven ient distance. Then, all to* 
getber, encouraging each other with cries, they pour 
down upon the nest, hook up the sand in a moment, 
lay the eggs bare, and devour the whole brood with- 
out remorse. W retched as is the flesh of these ani- 
mals, yet men, perhaps when pressed by hunger, 
have been tempted to taste ft. Nothing can be 
more lean, stringy, nauseous, and unsavoury, it is 
in vain that, when killed, the rump has been cut off; 
in vain the body has been washed, and spices used 
to overpower its prevailing odour ; it still Smells and 
tastes of the carrion by which it was nourished, and 
sends forth a stench that is insupportable. “ 
These birds, at least those of Europe, usually lay 
two eggs at a time, and produce bat once a year. 
They make their nests in inaccessible cliffs, and in 
places so remote that it is rare to find them. Those 
in bur part of the world chiefly reside in the places 
where they breed, and seldom come down into the 
plains, except when the snow ami ice, in their 
native retreats, has banished all living animals but 
themselves : they then come from their heights, and 
brave the perils they must encounter in a more cul- 
tivated region. As carrion is not found, at those 
seasons, in sufficient quantity, or Sufficiently remote 
from man to sustain them, they prey upon rabbits, 
hares, serpents, and whatever small game they can 
overtake or overpower. ' 

Such are the manners of this bird in general ; but 
there is one of the kind, called the King of the Vul- 
tures,, which from its extraordinary figure, deserve* 
a separate description. This bird is a native of Ame- 
rica, mid not ©f the East Indies, as those who make 
* trade of showing birds would induce us to believe. 
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This bird is larger thaw a turkey cock but is chiefly 
remarkable for the odd formation of the skin of the 
head and neck> which is bare. This skin arises from 
t|ie base of the bill, and is of an orange-colour; 
from whence it stretches on each side to the head : 
from thence it proceeds, like an indented comb, and 
falls on either side, according to the motion of the 
head. The eyes are surrounded by a red skin, of a 
scarlet colour,; and the iris has the colonr and lustre 
of pearl. , The head and neck are without feathers, 
covered with a flesh-coloured skin on the upper 
part, a fine scarlet behind the head, and a duskier 
Coloured skin before : farther down behind the head 
arises a little tuft of black down, from whence issues 
and extends beneath the throat, on each side, a 
wrinkled skin, of a brownish colour, mixed with 
blue, and reddish behind : below, upon the naked 
part of the neck, is a collar formed by soft longish 
leathers, of a deep ash-colour, which surround the 
neck, and cover the breast before. Into this collar 
the bird sometimes withdraws its whole neck and 
sometimes a part of its head ; so that it looks as if 
it had withdrawn the neck into the body. Those 
marks are sufficient to distinguish this bird from all 
others of the vulture kind ; and it cannot be doubted, 
hut that it is the most beautiful of all this deformed 
family : however, neither its habits nor instincts vary 
from the rest of the tribe ; being, like them, a slow 
cowardly bird, living chiefly upon rats, lizards, and 
serpents ; and upon carrion or excrement, when it 
happens to lie in the way. The flesh is so had, that 
evensayages themselves cannot abide it. 
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CHAP, XU. 


Of the Falcon Kind, and its Affinities. 

Every creature becomes more important in the 
history of nature in proportion as it is connected 
with man. In this view, the smallest vegetable, or 
the most seemingly contemptible insect is a subject 
more deserving attention than the most flourishing 
tree or the most beautiful of the feathered creation. 
In this view, the Falcon is a more important animal 
than the eagle or the vulture ,* and though so very’ 
diminutive in the comparison, is, notwithstanding, 
from its connexion with our pleasures, a much more 
interesting object of curiosity. 

The amusement of hawking, indeed, is now 
pretty much given over in this kingdom ; for, as 
every country refines, as its enclosures become 
higher and closer, those rural sports must conse- 
. quently decline, in which the game is to be pursued 
over a long extent of country, and where, while 
every thing retards the pursuer below, nothing can 
stop the object of his pursuit above. 

Falconry, that is now so much disused among 
us, was the principal amusement of our ancestors. 
A person of rank scarcely stirred out without his 
hawk on his hand, which in old paintings is the 
criterion of nobility. Harold, afterwards king of 
England, when be went on a most important em- 
bassy into Normandy, is drawn in an old bas-relief, 
as embarking with a bird on his fist and a dog antler 
t his arm. In those days, it was thought sufficient 
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fotf noblemen's sons to wind the horn, and to carry 
ti»hrhawkfair; and leave study and learning to the 
children # meaner people: indeed, this diversion 
was in such high esteem among : the great all over 
Europe, that Frederic, one of the emperors of 
Germany, thought it not beneath him to write a 
treatise upon hawking. 

The expense which attended this spoil was Very 
great : among the old Welsh princes, the king’s 
falconer was the fourth officer in the state ; but, 
notwithstanding all bis honours; he was forbid to 
take more than three draughts of beer from his born, 
lest he should get drunk and neglect his duty. In 
the reign of dames the First, Sir Thomas Monson is 
said to have given a thousand pounds for a cast of 
hawks ; and such was their value in general, that 
it was made felony in the reign of Edward the 
Third to steal a hawk. To take its eggs even in a 
person’s own ground, was punishable with imprison- 
ment for a year and a day, together with a fine at 
the king’s pleasure. In the reign of Elizabeth, the 
imprisonment was reduced to three months; hut 
tire offender was to lie in prison till he got security 
for his good behaviour for seven years farther. In 
tire earlier times, the art of gunning was but little 
practised, and the hawk then was valuable, not only 
for its affording diversion, bat for its procuring 
delicacies for the table that could seldom be obtained 
any other way. 

Q( many of the ancient falcons used for this pur- , 
pose, we at this time know only the names, as the 
exact* species are so ill described, that one may be 
very easily mistaken for another. Of those in use 
at present, both here and in other countries^ are the. 
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gyr-falcon, the falcon, the lanner, tbe sacre, the 
hobby, the kestril, and the merlin. Theseare called 
the long-winged hawks, to distinguish them Crum 
the goss-hawk, the sparrow-hawk.. the kke, and 
the buzzard, that are of shorter wing, and either 
too slow, too cowardly ^ too indolent, or too ob- 
stinate, to be serviceable iu con tributing to the 
pleasures of the field, . -• ■ . / : ..- v ’ 

Tbe generous tribe of hawks, as was said;- ere 
distinguished from the rest by the peculiar ten gib 
of their wings, which reach nearly as low as the 
tail. In these, the first quill of the wing is nearly 
as long as tbe second; it terminates in a point, 
which begins to diminish from about an inch ©f its 
extremity. This sufficiently distinguishes the ge- 
nerous breed from that of the baser race of kites, 
sparrow-hawks, and buzzards, in whom the tail is 
longer than the wings, and tbe first feather of the 
wing is rounded at the extremity. They differ also 
in the latter having tbe fourth feather of the wing 
tbe longest ; in the generous race it is always the 
second. 

This generous race, which have been taken into 
the service of man, are endowed with natural powers 
that the other kinds are not' possessed of. From 
the length of their wings, they are swifter to pursue 
their game ; from a confidence in this swiftness, 
they are bolder to attack it ; and from in innate 
generosity, they have an attachment to their feeder, 
and consequently a docility which the. baser birds 
are strangers to. ■ .'*,*• ,\ 

The gyr-falcon leads in this bold train. He 'e&~ 
needs all other falcons in the largeness of his aits#, 
foe he approaches nearly to the magnitude of the 
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eagle. The top of the head is fiat and of an asli 
colour, with a strong, thick, short, and blue beak. 
The feathers of the back and wings are marked with 
black spots, in the shape of a heart; he is a cou- 
rageous and fierce bird, nor fears even the eagle 
himself; but he chiefly flies at the stork, the heron, 
and the crane. He is mostly found in the colder’ 
regions of the north, but loses neither his strength 
nor his courage when brought into the milder 
climates. 

The falcon, properly so called, is the second in 
magnitude and fame. There are some varieties in 
this bird; but there seem to be only two that claim 
distinction, the falcon-gentil and the peregrine- 
falcon ; both are much less than the gyr, and some- 
what about the size of a raven. They differ but 
slightly, and perhaps only from the different states 
they were in when brought into captivity. Those 
differences are easier known by experience than 
taught by description. The falcon-gentil moults in 
March, and often sooner ; the peregrine-falcon does 
not moult till the middle of August. The peregrine 
is stronger in the shoulder, has a larger eye, and 
yet more sunk in the head ; his beak is stronger, 
his legs longer, and the toes better divided. 

Next in size to these is the lanner, a bird now 
very little known in Europe ; then follows the sacre, 
the legs of which are of a bluish colour, and serve 
to distinguish that bird ; to them succeeds the hobby, 
used for smaller game, for daring larks, and stooping • 
gt quails. The kestril was trained for the same 
purposes'; and lastly the merlin; which, though 
the smallest of all the hawk or falcon kind, and not 
much larger than a thrush, yet displays a degree of 
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courage that renders him formidable even to birds 
ten times his size. He has often been known to 
kill a partridge or a quail at a single pounce from 
above. f 

Some of the other species of sluggish birds were 
now and then trained to this sport; bint it was when 
no better could be obtained ; but these just, tie- 
scribed were onlj^ considered as birds of the nobler 
races. Their courage in general was such, that no 
bird, not very much above their own size, could 
terrify them ; their swiftness so great, that scarcely 
any bird could escape them; and their docility so 
remarkable, that they obeyed not only the com- 
mands, but the signs of their master. They re- 
mained quietly perched upon his hand till their game 
was flushed, or else kept hovering round his head 
without ever leaving him but when he gave per- 
mission. The common falcon is a bird of such 
spirit, that, like a conqueror in a country, he keeps 
all birds in awe and in subjection to his prowess. 
Where he is seen flying wild, as I often had an op- 
portunity of observing, the birds of every kind, that 
seemed entirely to disregard the kite or the sparrow- 
hawk, fly with screams at his most distant appear- 
ance. Long before l could see the falcon, I have 
seen them with the utmost signs of terror endeavour- 
ing to avoid him ; and, like the peasants of a country 
before a victorious army, every One of them attempt- 
ing to shift for himself. Even the young falcons, 
though their spirit be depressed by captivity, will, 
when brought out into the field, venture to fly at 
barnacles and wild geese, till, - being soundly/ 
brushed and beaten by those strong birds, they leant 7 
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their error, end desist from meddling with such 
an wteMiy game for the future, •> 

!■ To train up the hawk to this kind of obedience, 
so as* to hunt for his master, and bnnghim the game 
he shall kill, requires no small degree of skill and . 
assiduity. ■ Numberless treatises have been written 
upou this subject, which are now, with the sport 
itself, almost utterly forgotten : indeed, except to a 
few, they seem utteriy unintelligible ; for the fal- 
coners had a language peculiar to themselves, in 
which they conversed and wrote, and took a kind 
of professional pride in using no other. A modem 
reader, 1 suppose, would be little edified by one of 
the instructions, for instance, which we find in 
Willughby, when he bids us draw our falcon out of 
tlte mew twenty days before we enscam her. Jf she 
truss and carry , the remedy is, to cosse her talons, 
her powse, and petty single. 

But, as it certainly makes a part of a natural his- 
tory to show hew much the nature of birds ran be 
wrought upon by harsh or kind treatment, I will 
just take leave to give a short account of the manner 
of training a hawk, divested of those cant words 
with which men of art have thought proper to ob- 
scure their profession. 

In order to train up a falcon, the master begins by 
clapping straps upon his legs, which are called 
jesses, to which there is fastened a ring with the 
owner's name, by which, in case he should be lost, 
the finder may know where to bring him back. 
To these also are added little bells, which serve to 
mark the place where he is, if lost in the chase. He 
is always carried on the fist, and is obliged to keep 
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without sleeping. If he be stubborn, and attempts 
to bite, his head is plunged into wafer, Thusby 
hunger, watching, and fatigue* he is constrained to 
submit to having his head covered by a bood or cowl, 
which covers his eyes. This troublesome employ- 
ment continues often for three days and nights with- 
out ceasing. It rarely happens but at the end of this, 
his necessities, and the privation of light, make him 
lose all idea of liberty, and bring down his natural 
wildness. His master judges of his being tamed 
when he permits his head to be covered without 
resistance, and when uncovered, be seizes the meat 
before him contentedly. The repetition of these 
lessons by degress ensures success. His wants being 
the chief principle of his dependence, it is endea- 
voured to increase his appetite by giving him little 
balls of flannel, whicli he greedily swallows. Having 
thus excited the appetite, care is taken to satisfy 
it ; and thus gratitude attaches the bird to the man 
who but just before had been his tormentor. 

When the first lessons have succeeded, and the 
bird shows signs of docility, he is carried out upon 
some green, the head is uncovered, and, by flat- 
tering him with food at different times, he is taught 
to jump on the fist, and to continue there. When 
confirmed in this habit, it is then thought time to 
make him acquainted with the lure. This lure is only 
a thing stuffed like the bird the falcon is designed to 
pursue, such as a heron, a pigeon, or a quail, and on 
this lure they always take care to give him his food. 
It is quite necessary that the bird should not only 
be acquainted with this, but fond, of it, and deli- 
cate in his food when shown it. When the falcon 
has flown upon this, and tasted the first morsel. 
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some falconers then take it away ; but by this there 
is a danger of daunting the bird,; and the surest 
method is, when he flies to seize it, to let him feed 
at large, and this serves as a recompense for his 
docility. The use of this lure is to flatter him, back 
when he has flown in the air, which it sometimes flails 
to do ; and it is always requisite to assist it by the 
voice and thesigns of the master. When these lessons 
have been long repeated, it is then necessary to 
study the character of the bird ; to speak frequently 
to him if he be inattentive to the voice; to stint 
in bis food such as do not come kindly or readily to 
the lure; to keep waking him if he be not suffici- 
ciently familiar ; and to cover him frequently with 
the hood if he fears darkness. When the familiarity 
and the docility of the bird are sufficiently con- 
firmed on the green, he is then carried into the 
open fields, but still kept fast by a string which is 
about twenty yards long. He is then uncovered, 
as before; and the falconer calling him at some 
paces distance, shows him the lure. When he flies 
upon it he is permitted to take a large morsel of the 
food -which is tied to it. The next day the lure 
is shown him at a greater distance, till he comes 
at last to fly to it at the utmost length of his siring. 
He is then to be shown the game itself alive, hut 
disabled or tame, which he is designed to pursue. 
After having seized this several times with his 
siring, he is then left entirely at liberty, and carried 
into the field for the purpose of pursuing that which 
is wild. A( that he flies with avidity ; and when 
he has seized it, or killed it, he is brought back by 
the voice and the lure. 

By this method , of instruction, a hawk may be 
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taught to % at any game whatsoever ; bat falconers 
have chiefly confined their pursuit only to such ani- 
mals as y ield them profit by the capture, or pleasure 
in the pursuit. The hare, the partridge, and the 
quail, repay the trouble of taking them ; but the 
most delightful sport is the falcon’s pursuit of the 
heron, the kite, or the wood-lark, , Instead of flying 
directly forward, as, some other birds do, these, when 
they see themselves threatened by the approach of 
the hawk, immediately take to the skies. They fly 
almost perpendicularly upward, while their ardent 
pursuer keeps pace with their flight, arid tries to rise 
above them. Thus both diminish by degrees from 
the gazing spectator below, till they are* quite lost 
in the clouds ; but they are soon seen descending, 
struggling together,, and using every effort on both 
sides ; the one of rapacious insult, the other of des- 
perate defencce. The unequal combat is soon at 
an end : the falcon come6 oft' victorious, and the 
other, killed or disabled, is made a prey either to the 
bird or the sportsman. 

As for other birds, they are not so much pur- 
sued, as they generally fly Straight forward, by 
which the sportsman loses sight of the chase, and 
what is still worse, runs a chanse of losing his 
falcon abo. The pursuit of the lark by a couple of 
merlins is considered, to him only who regards the 
sagacity of the chase, as one of the most delightful 
spectacles this exercise can afford. The amusement 
is, to see one of the merlins climbing to get the 
ascendant of -Ak lark, while the other/ lying low for 
the best advantage, waits the success of its compa^ 
nion’s efforts ; thus while the one stoops to strike 
•Hs prey, the other seizes it at its coming down. 

von. jy. h 
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Such are the natural and acquired habits of these 
birds, which of all others have the greatest strength 
and courage relative to their size. While the kite 
or the goss-hawk approach their prey side- way s, 
these dart perpendicularly, in their wifi state, upon 
their game, and devour it on the spot, or carry it off. 
If not too large for their power of flying. They are 
sometimes seen descending perpendicularly from the 
clouds, from an amazing height, and darting down 
on their prey with inevitable swiftness and de- 
struction. 

The more ignoble race of birds make up by cun- 
ning and assiduity what these claim by force and 
celerity. Being less courageous, they are more pa- 
tient ; and, having less swiftness, they are better 
skilled at taking their prey by surprise. The kite, 
that may be distinguished from all the rest of this tribe 
by his forky tail and his slow floating motion, seems 
almost for ever upon the wing. He appears to rest 
himself upon the bosom of the air, and not to make 
the smallest effort in flying. He lives only upon 
accidental carnage, as almost every bird in the air js 
able to make good his retreat against him. He may 
be therefore considered as an insidious thief who 
only prowls about, and when he finds a small bird 
wounded, or a young chicken strayed too far from 
the mother, instantly seizes the hour of calamity, 
and, like a famished glutton, is sure to show no 
mercy. His hunger, indeed, often urges him to acts 
of seeming desperation. I hate seen one of them 
fly found and round for a while to aark a clutch of 
chickens, and then on a sudden dart like lightning 
upon tli® ’ unresisting little animal, and c&rry it off, 
the hen in tain crying out, and the boys hooting and 
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casting stones to scare itfroniits plunder. For this' 
mmoi of all birds the kite is the good housewife’s 
greatest tprmentor andaversiou. . • 

Of all obscene birds, the kite is the best known ; 
but the buzzard among us is the most plenty. He 
is a sluggish inactive bird, and often remains perched 
whole days together upon the same bough- He is 
rather an assassin than a pursuer ; and lives wore 
upon frogs, mice, and insects, which he can easily 
seize, than upon birds which he is obliged to fol- 
low. lie lives in summer by robbing the nests of 
other birds, and sucking their eggs, and more re- 
sembles the owl kind in liis countenance than any 
other rapacious bird of day. His figure implies the 
stupidity of his disposition ; and so little is be capa- 
ble of instruction from man, that it is common to 
a proverb to call one who cannot be taught, or con- 
tinues obstinately ignorant, a buzzard. The honey- 
buzzard, the moor-buzzard, and the hen-harrier, 
are all of this stupid tribe, and differ chiefly in their 
size, growing less in the order 1 have named them. 
The goss-hawk and sparrow-hawk are what Mr, 
Willughby calls short-winged birds, and conse- 
quently unfit for training, however injurious they 
may be to tbe pigeon-house or the sportsman. They 
have been indeed taught to fly at game; but little is 
to be obtained from their efforts, being difficult of in- 
struction, and capricious in their obedience. It 
has been lately asserted, however, by one whose 
authority is respectable, that the sparrow-hawk is 
the boldest and the best of all others for the pleasure 
of the chase. - , i, 

; \ [The Secretary Falcon, an inhabitant of Asia and 
Africa, is a curious bird, for whose Natural History 

H 2 
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we are chiefly indebted to the iadefetigable labours 
of M, lift Vaillant, Its body, when standing erect, 
is not much unlike the crane ; butits head, bill, 
and claws, are precisely those of the falcon. The 
general colour of the plumage ib a bluish ash ; the 
tips of the wings, the thighs, and the vent being 
blackish: the tail is black near the end, hot the 
very tip is white : the legs are long, so that it mea- 
sures, when standing erect, full three feet from the 
top of the head to the ground. On the bhck of the 
head are several long dark-coloured feathers, hang- 
ing down behind, and which it can erect at plea- 
sure. This crest has induced the Dutch at the Cape* 
to give it the name of the Secretary, from the re- 
semblance they fancy it has to the pen of a writer, 
when in the time of leisure it is stuck behind the 
ear. It is also, by the Hottentots, denominated the 
serpent- eater, from the alacrity and expedition with 
which it devours those reptiles. 

According to Dr. Sparmann, the mode in which 
it seizes end dispatches its prey is highly curious. 
When it approaches a serpent for the purpose of 
attacking it, it is always careful to carry the point 
of one of the wings forward ; for the purpose of 
parrying off the venomous bite of the enemy; and 
occasionally it finds an opportunity of spurring and 
treading on its antagonist ; or else of taking him on 
bis pinions, and throwing him up into the air. 
When by these repeated attacks it has wearied out 
its adversary , and rendered him almost lifeless, it 
kills Und then swallows him without danger, , 

Le Vaillant was witness to an engagementbe- 
tween this bird and a serpent, which was conducted 
with muHtdbftinacyundaddress. TheserpentfeeUog 



THi ftftctifr'XittD. i{f\ 

its |'in' ‘the With all 

tj^cui^frg '$/$ its tribe fb regain tti hole ; which 
fhb bir d as ofteii prevented) by plbpfog itself before 
film by a Sthgle leap, and thus cutting off its re- 
treat. Despairing, at length, it 'made one efrort,*% 
erecting itself, hissing dreadful ly/gOd displaying 
in a menacing manner its wldethro^t, method 
eyes, and swollen head. “ Sometimes this threat- 
ening appearance produced a momentary suspen- 
sion of hostilities ,* but the bird soon returned tb 
the charge, and covering her body with one of her 
wings, as with a buckler, strOckher enemy with 
the long protuberances of the other. I ; sajv him 
at last stagger and fall : the conquerorihen feH 
upon him to dispatch him, and with one strike of 
her bill laid open hia skull/'* * 

In the craw of this bird M. Le Vaillant found 
eleven tolerably large lizards, three serpents as long 
as his arm, eleven small tortoises of about two 
inches in diameter, and a number of locustsand 
other insects, some of which Were so entire that he 
added them to his collection. Besides this there 
was found a ball, formed of the back-bones of 
serpents and lizards, shells of tortoises, sod tbe 
harder parts of insects : this ball was nearly as large 
as a goose’s egg, and would doubtless have been 
cast up, when of a sufficient size, in the manner of 
other birds of prey. * ' ■ * 

It is easily domesticated, and wifl tben eat any 
kirid of food, either raw Or dressed, ft makes its 
nest of twigs, in some, very high tree; and usually 
lays ’ two or three white eggs, nearly as large as 
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CHAP. xin. 

The Butcher-Bird. 

Before I conclude this short history of rapa- 
cious birds that prey by day, I must take leave to 
describe a tribe of smaller birds, that seem from 
their size rather to be classed with the harmless 
order of the sparrow-kind ; but that from their 
crooked beak, courage, and appetite for slaughter, 
certainly deserve a place here. The lesser Butcher- 

Bird is not much above the size of a lark ; that of 

«• 

the smallest species is not so big as a sparrow ; yet^ 
dimiuutivc as these, little animals are, they make 
themselves formidable to birds of four times their 
dimensions. 

The greater Butcher-Bird is about as large as a 
thrush; its bill is black, an inch long, and hooked 
at the end. This mark, together with its carni- 
vorous appetites, rank it among the rapacious birds ; 
at the same time that its legs and feet, which are 
slender, and its toes, formed somewhat differently 
from the former, would seem to make it the shade 
between such birds as live wholly upon flesh, and 
such as live chiefly upon insects and grain. 

Indeed, its habits seem entirely to correspond 
with its conformation, as it is found to live as well 
upon flesh as upon insects, and thus to partake in 
some measure of a double nature. However, its 
appetite for flesh is the most prevalent ; and it never 
talus up with the former when it can obtain the 
latter. This bird, therefore, leads ,a life of conti- 
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nual combat and opposition. As from its size it 
does not ranch terrify the smaller birds of the forest, 
bo it very frequently meet#, bjrds witting to try its 
strength, and it never declines the engagement. 

It is wonderful to see with what intrepidity this 
little creature goes to war with the pie, the crow, 
and the kestril, aH above four times bigger than 
itself, and that sometimes prey upon flesh ra the 
same manner. It not only fights upon the defensive, 
but often comes to the attack, and always with ad- 
vantage, particularly when the male and .female 
unite to protect their young, and to drive away the 
more powerful birds of rapine;* At that season they 
do not wait the approach of their invaders it is 
sufficient that they see him preparing for the assault 
at a distance. It is then that they sally ferffj with 
loud cries, wound him on every side, and drive 
him off with such fury, that he seldom ventures to 
return to the charge. In these kinds of disputes, they 
«>eneraily come off with the victory ; though it 
sometimes happens that they fall to the ground with 
the bird they have so fiercely fixed upon, and the 
combat ends with the destruction of the assailant as 
well as the defender. 

For this reason, the most redoubtable birds of 
prey respect them ; while the kite, the buzzard, and 
the crow, seem rather to fear than seek the en- 
gagement. Nothing in nature better displays the 
respect paid to the claims of courage, than to see 
this little bird, apparently so contemptible, fly in 
company with the fanner, the falcon, and all the 
tyrants of the air, without fearing their power, or 
avoiding their resentment. 
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As for small birds, they are its usu&l food. It 
seizes them by the throat, and strangles them in 
an instant. When it has thus killed the bird or in- 
sect, it is asserted by tiie best authority, that it 
fixes them upon some neighbouring thorn, and 
when thus spitted, pulls them to pieces with its bilk 
It is supposed that as Nature has not given this bird 
strength sufficient to tear its prey to pieces with its 
feet as the hawks do, it is obliged to have recourse 
to this extraordinary expedient 

During summer such of them as constantly re- 
side here, (for the smaller red butcher-bird migrates,) 
remain among the mountainous parts of the country ; 
but in winter they descend into the plains, and 
nearer human habitations. The larger kind make 
their nests on the highest trees, while the lesser 
build in bushes in the fields and hedge-rows. They 
both lay about six eggs, of a white colour, but en- 
circled at the bigger end with a ring of brownish 
red. The nest on the outside is composed of white 
in oss interwoven with long grass ; within, it is 
well lined with wool, and is usually fixed among 
the foiking branches of a -tree. The female 
feeds her young with caterpillars and other insects 
while very young ; but soon after accustoms them to 
flesh, which the male procures with surprising in- 
dustry. Their nature also is very different from 
o*her birds of prey in their parental care ; for, so 
far from driving out their young 1 from the nest to 
shift for themselvt s, they keep them with care; 
and even when adult they do not forsake them, 
but the whole brood live in one family together. 
Each family lives apart, and is generally composed 
of the male, female, and five or six young ones ; 
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these all maintain pence and subordination among 
each otherfand hunt in concert. Upon the return- 
ing seaeton of courtship this union is ai an end, the 
family parts for ever, eachto establish a little house- 
hold of itaown. It is easy to distinguish these birds 
at a distance, not only from their going in com- 
panies, hot also from their manner of flying; which 
is always tip and down, seldom direct dr side-ways. 

Of these birds there are three or four different 
kinds ; but the greater ash-coloured btiteher-bird is 
the least known among as. The red-backed but- 
cher-bird migrates in autumn, and does not return 
till spring. The wood-chat resembles the former, ex- 
cept in the colour of the back, which isbrawn, add 
not red as in the other. There is still another, less! 
than either of the former, found in the marshes near 
London. This too is a bird of prey, although hot 
much bigger than a tit-mouse; an evident proof 
that an animal’s courage or rapacity does not de- 
pend upon its size. Of foreign birds of this kind 
there arc several ; but ate we know little of their 
manner of living, we will not, instead of history, 
substitute mere description. In fact, the colours 
of a bird, which is all we know of them, would afford 
a reader but small entertainment in the enumera- 
tion . Nothing can be more easy than to *1511 volumes 
with the different shades of a bird's plumage ; but 
these accounts are written with more pleasure than 
they are read ; and a single glance of a good plate 
ora picture Imprints a juster idea than a volume 
could convey.* • 

£ *■ The, great Butcher-bird of America makes use of a carious 
■Stratagem to decoy and seize its prey. A gentleman accidentally 
observing that several grasshoppers were stuck upon some sharp 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Of Rapacious Birds of the Owl kind, that prey by 

Night. 

UlTHERTO we have been describing a tribe of 
animals who, though plunderers among their fel- 
lows of the air, yet wage war boldly in the face of 
day. We now come to a race equally cruel and 
rapacious ; but who add to their savage disposition, 
the further reproach of treachery, and carry on all 
their depredations by night. 

All birds of the owl kind may be considered as 
nocturnal robbers, who, unfitted for taking their 
prey while it is light, surprise it at those hours of 
rest when the tribes of .Nature arc in the least ex- 
pectation of an enemy. Thus there seems no link 
in Nature’s chain broken ; no where a dead inactive 
repose; but every place, every season, every hour 
of the day and night, is bustling with life, and 
furnishing instances of industry, self-defence, and 
invasion. 

All birds of the owl kind have one common mark 
by which they are distinguished from others ; their 
eyes are formed for seeing better in the dusk, than 
in the broad glare of sun-shine. As in the eyes of 

thorns, inquired of a person wholived close by, the cause of this 
appearance ; and was informed, that they were placed there by 
this bird, which is there called the Nine-killer, from the supposition 
that nine are always stuck up in succession. On further inquiry, 
he was led to suppose, that this was an instinctive stratagem, 
adopted for the purpose of tempting the smaller birds into a situa- 
tion where he could easily dart out upon thorn and seize them,] 
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tigers and cats, that are formed for a life of noctdrnal 
depredation, there is a quality in the retina, that 
takes in the rays of light so copiously as to permit 
their seeing* in places almost quite dark ; so in these 
birds there is the same conformation of that organ ; 
and though, like us, they cannot see in a total ex- 
clusion of light, yet they are sufficlmitly quick- 
sighted, at times when we remain in total, obscurity. 
In the eyes of all animals Nature hath made a com- 
plete provision, either to shut out too much light, or 
to admit a sufficiency, by the contraction and dila- 
tation of the pupil. In these birds the pupil is ca- 
pable of opening very wide, or shutting very flose : 
by contracting the pupil, the brighter light of the 
day, which would act too powerfully upon the sen- 
sibility of the retina/ is excluded ; by dilating the 
pupil, the animal takes in the more faint rays of the 
night, and thereby is enabled to spy its prey, and 
catch it with greater facility in the dark. Beside 
this, there is an irradiation on the back of the eye, 
and the very iris itself has a faculty of reflecting the 
rays of light, so as to assist vision in the gloomy 
places where these birds are found to frequent. 

But though owls are dazzled by too bright a day- 
light, yet they do not see best in the darkest nights, 
as some have been apt to imagine. It is in the dusk 
of the evening, or the grey of the morning, that they 
are best fitted for seeing ; ' at those seasons when 
' there is neither too much light, nor too little. It is 
then tjhat they issue from their retreats, to hunt or 
to surprise their prey, which is usually attended 
vfith great success : it is then that they find all other 
birds asleep, or preparing for repose, and they have 
i only to seize the most unguarded. 
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Ybe Bights when the moon shines are the times of 
their (frost successful plunder ; fop when it is wholly 
da^k, they are less qualified for seeing ahd pursuing 
their prey ; except, therefore, by moon-light, they 
contract the hours of their chase ; and iftfitey come 
out at the approach of dusk in the evening, they 
return before it is totally dark, and then rise by twi- 
light the next morning, to pursue their gatrie, and 
to return, in like manner, before the broad day- 
light begins to dazzle them with its splendour 

Yet the faculty of seeing in the night, or of being 
entirely dazzled by day, is not alike in every species 
df these nocturnal birds : some see by night better 
than others ; and some are so little dazzled by day- 
light, that they perceive their enemies and avoid 
them. The common white or barn owl, for in- 
stance, sees with such exquisite acuteness in the 
dark, that though the barn has been shut at night, 
and the light thus totally excluded, yet it per- 
ceives the smallest mouse that peeps from its hole : 
on the coutrary, the brown horn owl is often seen 
to prowl along the hedges by day, like the spar- 
row-hawk ; and sometimes with good success. 

All birds of the owl kind may be divided into two 
sorts ; those that have horns, and -those without 
These horns are nothing more than two or three 
feathers tliat stand up on each side of the head over 
the ear, and give this animal, a kind of horned ap- 
pearance. Of the horned kind is, the great horned 
owl, which at first View appears as large as an eagle. 
Wtien be comes to be observed more closely, how- 
ever, he will be found much less. His legs, body, 
wings, and tail, are shorter; his head much larger 
aiid thicker i hdiw are composed bf feath^l 
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tbajrise , fam two inches pud La,-/, ; W 
wbicfa hc caa erect or eyes 

pre large and transparent, 
coloured ins: ‘bis gam, 

would appear that upnuimal wriis , possessed with a 
more exquisbe s^nseof beaTmg; bis piuBis^fe is of a 
reddish brown, marked op t^e back Mtb ^ck ap4 
yellow spots, and yellow only i^on.tbe b^ly^ •"'; 

Next to this, is the coinmpn horned owl, '«3f 
a much smaller size than the former, and with 
horns much shorter. As the great owl was five 
feet from the tip of one wing to the ether, this is 
but three. The horns are but about an inch long, 
and consist of six feathers, variegated witfi* black 
and yellow. , . 

There is still a smaller kind of the horned owl, . 
which is not much larger than a black-bird; and 
whose horns are remarkably short, being composed 
but of one feather, and that not above half an inch 
high: 

To these succeeds the tribe without horns. The 
owlet, which is the largest of this kind, with dusky 
plumes, and black eyes; the screech-owl, of a 
smaller size, with blue eyes ; and plumage of an 
iron grey ; the white owl, about as large as the 
former, with yellow eyes and whitish plttmage ; the 
great brown owl, less than the former, with brown 
plumage and a brown beak ; and lastly, the little 
brown owl, with yellowish-coloured eyes, and an 
orange-coloured bill. To this catalogue might 
be added others of foreign denominations, which 
differ hut little from our own, if we except the 
liarfang, or Great Hudson’s Bay owl of Edwards, 
yrhteb is the -largest of all the noctureal ’tribe, and 
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as. white as the snows of tbe country of which ha is 
a native. . ' ; ... . 

Ail this tribe of animals, however; they may differ 
in their size and plumage, agree ip their general 
characteristics of preying by night, and having their 
eyps formed for nocturnal vision. Their bodies are 
strong and muscular; their feet and claws made 
for tearing their prey arid their stomachs for digest' 
ing it. It must be remarked, however* that the 
digestion of all birds that live upon mice, lizards, or 
such like food, is not very perfect ; for though they 
swallow them whole, yet they are always seen some 
time after to disgorge the skin and bones, rolled up 
in a pellet, as being indigestible. 

In proportion as each of these animals bears the 
day-light best, he sets forward earlier in the even- 
ing in pursuit of his prey. The great horned owl is 
the foremost in leaving his retreat; and ventures 
into the woods and thickets very soon in the even- 
ing; The horned, and the brown owl, are later in 
their excursions ; but the barn owl seems to see best 
in profound darkness ; and seldom Ic&veshis hiding- 
place* till midnight. 

As they are incapable of supporting the light of 
the day, or at least of then seeing and readily avoid- 
ing their danger, they keep all this time concealed 
in some obscure retreat, suited to their gloomy ap- 
petites, and there continue in solitude and silence. 
The caveru of a rock, the darkest part of a hol- 
low tree, the battlements of a ruined and unfre- 
quented castle, some obscure hole in a former’s 
out-house, are the places where they are usually 
found : if they be seen out of these retreats in- the 
day-time, they may fee considered as having lost;. 
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their way ; as hating by sortie aedidentbeen thrown 
into the midst of their enemies, and surrounded with 
danger. '' v, ' : -• ; ,J > : • 

Hating spent the day in tbeii* retreat, at the ap- 
proach of evening they sally Forth, and skim fapvdly 
up and down along the hedges. Thd' barn-owl 
indeed, who lives chiefly upon mice, iscottpented 
to be more stationary: he takes his residence Upon 
some shock of corn, or the point of some old house } 
and there watches in the dark, with the utmost per- 
spicacity and perseverance. r 

Nor are these birds by any means «ilent ; they all 
have a hideous note ; which, while pursuing their 
prey, is seldom heard ; but may be considered rather 
as a call to courtship. There is something always 
terrifying in this call, which is often heard in the 
silence of midnight, and breaks the general pause 
with a horrid variation. It is different in all ; but 
in each it is alarming and disagreeable. Father 
Kircher, who has set the voices of birds to music, 
has given all the tones of the owl note, which makes 
a most tremendous melody. Indeed, the prejudices 
of mankind are united with their sensations to make 
the cry of the owl disagreeable. The screech-owl’s 
yoice was always considered, among the people, as a 
presage of some sad calamity that was soon to ensue. 

They seldom, however, are heard while they are 
preying ; that important pursuit is always attended 
with silence, as it is by no means their intention to 
disturb or forewarn those little animals they wish to 
surprise. When their pursuit has been successful, 
they soon return to their solitude, or to their young, 
if that be the season. If, however, they find but 
little game> they continue their quest still lodger ; 
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and it tora^Jnes happeus tbat, obeying tire dictates 
'df appetite ratbfer than 6f prudence, they pursue 
so long that broad day breaks ih upon them, and 
leaves them dazzled, bewildered, and at a distance 
from dome. 

In tiiis distress (hey are obliged to take shelter in 
the fi jst tree or hedge that offers, there to continue 
concealed all day, till the returning darkness once 
more supplies them with a better plan of the coun- 
try. But it too often happens that, with all their 
precaution to conceal themselves, they are spied 
out by the other birds of the place, and are sure to 
receive no mercy. The black-bird, the thrush, the 
jay, the banting, and the red breast, all come in 
file, and employ their little arts of insult and abuse. 
The smallest, the feeblest, and the most contempti- 
ble of this unfortunate bird's enemies, arc then the 
foremost to injure and torment him. They increase 
their cries and turbulence round him, flap him with 
their wings, and are ready to show their courage to 
be great, as they are sensible that their danger is but 
small. The unfortunate owl, not knowing where 
to attack or where to fly, patiently sits and suffers 
all their insults. Astonished and dizzy, he orily 
replies to their mockeries by awkward and ridicu- 
lous gestures, by turning his head, and rolling his 
eyes with an air of stupidity. It is enough that an 
owl appears by day to set the whole grove into a 
kind of uproar. Either the aversion all the small 
birds have to this animal, or the consciousness of 
their own security, makes them pursue him without 
ceasing, while they encourage each other by their 
mutual cries to lend assistance in this laudable under- 
taking. '• 
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• It sometimes faappem j, hovrpver, that t&e litUie 
birds pursue their insults w4h, the same imprudent 
zeal with which the owl himself had pursued bio de- 
predations. They hunt .him the Whole day until 
evening returns ; which restoring him hit Acuities 
of sight once more, he makes the foremost of his 
pursuers pay dear for their former sport ; wolf is wan. 
always an unconcerned spectator here. The bknd- 
catchers have got an art of counterfeiting the cry 
of the owl exactly ; and, having before limed .the 
branches of a hedge, they sit unseen and give the 
call. At this, all (he little buds (loch- to the place 
where they expect to find (heir well-known enemy ; 
but instead of finding their stupid anlagonisi, they 
are stuck fast to the hedge themselves. Tins sport 
must be put m practice an hour before night fall, in 
order to be successful ; for if it is put off till later, 
those birds which but a few minutes sooner came to 
provoke their enemy, will then fly from him with 
as much terror as they just before showed insolence. 

It is not unpleasant to see one stupid bird made 
in some sort a decoy to deceive another. The great 
horned owl is sometimes made use of for this pur- 
pose to lure the kite, when falconers desire to catch 
him for the purposes of training tire falcon. Upon 
this occasion they clap the tail of a fox to the great 
owl, to render his figure extraordinary ; in which 
trim he sails slowly along, flying low, which is his 
usual manner. The kite either curious to observe 
this odd kind of animal, or perhaps inquisitive to 
see whether it may not be proper for food, flies after., 
and comes nearer and. nearer. In this manner he con- 
tinues tq hovei-, and sometimes to descend, till the 
falconer setting a strong-winged hawk against hjpn ? 

V VOJL iv. i 

) 
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seizes hint for the purpose of training bis young 
ones at home. 

The usual place where the great horned owl 
breeds is ia the cavern of a rock, the hollow of a 
tree, of the turret of some ruined castle. Its nest is 
near three feet in diameter, and composed of sticks, 
bound together by the fibrous roots of trees, and lined 
with leaves on the inside. It lays about three eggs, 
which are larger than those of a hen, and of a colour 
somewhat resembling the bird itself. The young 
Ones are very voracious, and the parents not less ex- 
pert at satisfying the call of hunger. The lesser owl 
of this kind never makes a nest for itself, hut always 
takes up with the old nest of some other bird, which 
it has often been forced to abandon. It lays four 
or five eggs ; and the young are all white at first, but 
change colour in about a fortnight. The other owls 
in general build near the place where they chiefly 
prey ; that which feeds upon birds in some neigh- 
bouring grove ; that which preys chiefly upon mice 
near same farmer’s yard, where the proprietor of the 
place takes care to give it perfect security. 1 n fart, 
whatever mischief one species of owl may do in the 
woods, the barn-owl makes a sufficient recompcnce 
for, by being equally active in destroying mice nearer 
home ; so that a single owl is said to be more ser- 
viceable than half a dozen cats in ridding the barn 
of its domestic vermin. “ In the year 1580,” says 
an old writer, “ at Uallontide, an army of mice so 
(t over- run the marshes near Southminstcr, that they 
" eat up the grass to the very roots. But at length 
“ a great number of strange painted owls came 
“■ and devoured all the mice. The like happened 
" again in Essex about sixty years after." 
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To conclude our account of these birds, they are 
ail very shy of man, and extremely indocile and dif- 
ficult to be tanted. The white owl in particular, as 
M. Buffon asserts, cannot be made to live in cap- 
tivity ; i suppose he means if it be taken when old. 

They live," says he, “ ten or twelve days in the 
" aviary where they are shut up ; but they refuse 
" all kind of nourishment, and at last die of hunger. 
“ By day they remain without moving upon the 
" floor of the aviary ; in the evening, they mount 
<e on the highest perch, where they continue to 
ic make a noise like a man snoring with bis month 
rf open. This seems designed as 4 call for tbpir old 
rr companions without ; and, in fact, I have seen 
“ several others come to the call, and perch upon 
“ the roof of the aviary, where they made the 
same kind of hissing, and soon after permitted 
" themselves to be taken in a net."* 

[* Mr. Constedt, in the Transactions of the Philosophical So- 
ciety of Stockholm, gives a pleasing instance of their attachment 
to their young. A young owl having quilted the nest, in the 
month of July, was. caught by his servants, and shut up in a 
large hen-coop. The next morning a young partridge was found 
lying dead before the door of the coop. For fourteen successive 
nights the same circumstance was repeated, plainly proving that 
it had been brought there by the old owls as a provision for the 
young one. Till the month of August, various articles of food, 
as young partridges, moor-fowl, pieces of lamb, and other sub- 
stances, were regularly brought j after which time the parents 
discontinued their attendance.} 
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CHAP. I. 

Of Birds of the Poultry Kind.' 

Jr ROM the most rapacious and noxious tribe of 
birds, we make a transition to those which of all 
others are the most harmless and the moat service- 
able to man. He may force the rapacious tribes to 
assist bis pleasures in the field, or induce the smaller 
warblers to delight him with their singing ; but it is 
from the poultry kind that he derives the most solid 
advantages, as they not only make a considerable 
addition to the necessaries of life, but furnish out 
the greatest delicacies to every entertainment. 

Almost, if not all, k tlie domestic birds of the poultry 
kind that we maintain in our yards are of foreign 
extraction ; but there are others to be ranked in tins 
class that are as yet in a state of nature ; and perhaps 
only wait till they become sufficiently scarce to be 
taken under the care of man to multiply their pro- 
pagation. It will appear remaikable enough, if 
we consider how much the tame poultry which we 
have imported from distant climates has increased, 
and liow much those wild birds of the poultry kind 
that have never yet been taken into keeping have 
been diminished and destroyed. They are all 
thinued ; aad many of the species, especially in the 
more cultivated ami populous parts of the kingdom, 
are utterly unseen. 

Under birds of the poultry .kind I rank all those 
that have white flesh, and, comparatively to their 
head and limbs, have bulky bodies. They are fur- 
bished with short strong bills for picking up grain, 



!£0 A HISTORY CHF 

which 4» their chief and eften their enly sostenance. 
Their wings are abort and concave ; far which reason 
they ape not able to fly far. They lay a great many 
eggs i and, as they lead their young abroad the very 
day they are hatched, in quest of food, which they 
am shown by the mother, and which they pick tip 
for themselves, they generally make their nests on 
the ground. The toes of all these are united by a 
membrane as for as the first articulation, and then 
are divided as in those of the former class. 

Under this class we may therefore rank the 
common cock, the peacock, tfee turkey, the pintada 
or Guinea- hen, the pheasant, the bustard, the grouse, 
the partridge, and the quaih These all bear a strong 
similitude to each other, being equally grauivorous, 
fleshy, and delicate to the palate. These are among 
birds what beasts of pasture are among quadrupeds, 
peaceable tenants of the field, and shunning the 
thicker part of the forest, that abounds with 
numerous animals who carry on unceasing hos- 
tilities against them. 

As Nature has formed the rapacious class for war, 
so she seems equally to have fitted these for peace, 
rest, and society. Their wings are but short, so that 
they are ill formed for wandering from one region 
to another ; their bills are also short, and incapable 
of annoying their op posers : their legs are strong 
indeed ; but their toes are made for scratching up 
their food, and not for lidding or tearing it. These 
are sufficient indications of their harmless nature; 
white their bodies, which are fat and fleshy, render 
them un wieldly travellers, and incapable of strayiflg 
far from each other. 

Accordingly W had diem chiefly in /wctetyj'tiwy > 
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live together ;«nd tbougtothey maytoave ttielr di«L ? 
pales, Hlto other aRknafei t^on some occasions ; 
yet; when? leept iti-tbeCia^s^Kihifc^^ ffed in the 
same yhrd, they learn the arts of subordination ; 
aad,in proportion as each knows his strength, he 
seldom tries a second time theeombast vyherehehas 
once been wotsted. \ t, : l ' , >' < 1 y 1 K 1 "'' 

In this manner; all of this kind Stem to ! 

indolent voluptuous life ; as they are furnished in- 
ternally with a very strong stomach commonly called 
a gizzard; so their voraciousness Scarcely knows any 
bounds.. If kept in ^ose captivity, and separated 
from all their former companions, they still have the 
pleasure of eating left ; and they soon grow fet and 
unwieldy in their prison. To say this more simply, 
many of the wilder species of birds, when cooped or 
caged, pine away, grow gloomy, and some' jfefuse 
all sustenance whatever ; none, except those of the 
poultry kind, grow hit; who seem to lose all re- 
membrance of their former liberty* satisfied with 
indolence and plenty. 

The poultry kind may be considered as sensual 
epicures, solely governed by their appetites. The 
indulgence of these seems to influence their other 
habits, and destroys among them that connubial 
fidelity for whif.h most other kinds are remarkable. 
The eagle and the falcon, how fierce soever to other 
animals, are yet gentle and true to each other ; their 
connexions when once formed continue till death ; 


and the male and Female in every exigence and every 
duty lend firitbful assistance to each Other; They 
asriet e&oh other in the production of their young; in; 
' providing for them when produced ; and even then; ■ 
F -drive them forthto fight their 
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frjjtiftWf ■ yd tfeeoM ones still retaio thek farmeraf- 
fectionto each other, and seldom l^rtfer asunder;, 
;:'Bd it is very different with this luxurious class I 
pm now describing. Their courtship is j but. short, 
mud their congress fortuitous. Themale takes no 
heed of hi* offspring ; and, satisfied withtheptea- 
enre of getting, leaves to die female aH the cate 
of providing fear posterity. Wiki and irregular in 
his appetites, he ranges from one to another; and 
claims every female which, he is strong enough to 
keep from his fellows. Though timorous when 
opposed to birds of prey, j^t he is incredibly bold 
Among those of his own kind ; and but to see a 
male of his own species, is sufficient to produce a 
combat. As his desires extend to all, every crea- 
ture becomes his enemy that pretends to be his 
rival. . > . ' 

The female, equally without fidelity or attach- 
ment, yields to the most powerful. She stands by, 
a quiet meretricious spectator of their fury, ready to 
reward the conqueror with every compliance. She 
takes upon herself all the labour of hatching and 
bringing up her young, and chooses a place for 
hatching as remote as .possible from the cock. In- 
deed, she gives herself very little trouble in making 
a nest, as her young ones are to forsake it the in- 
stant they part from the shell. < 

She is equally unassisted in providing for iter 
young, that are not fed with meat put into their 
mouths, as in other classes of the feathered kind, 
but peck their food, and, forsaking their nests, rub 
hem and there, following the parent wherever iki» 
to be founds > She leads them forward where they 
are likely to have the greatest quantity, of 



; ' the $omtbr kind, 

takes careto show by pecking, the *ort pilfer lor 
them to seek for. 



she ts then abstemious to it# 

Intent only oil 
dutch foeir food; she sGar#ly : tukB«';'«ti : y’nourish* 
ibent herself. Her parental pride %«iBe to over- 
power every Other appetite j bat that decreases m 
proportion as her young ones are more ableto pro. 
vide for themselves, and' theft ail her voracious 
habits return. 1 • " ' •< . 


Among the other habits peculiar to this class of 
birds, is that of dusting themselves. They lie -flat 
In some dusty place, and with their wings ftjsd feet 
raise and scatter the dost over, their whole body. 

l< u to 

What may he their reason * for thus doing, it is not 
easy to explain » Perhaps the heat oftheir bodies is 
such, that they require this powder to be interposed 
between their feathers to keep them from lying too 
dose together, and thus increasing that heat with 
which they are incommoded. 


CHAP. IL 
Of the Cock. 

All birds taken under the protection r«$ man 
lose a part of their natural figure, and ate altered 
not only in their habits but their very form. Cli- 
mate, food, and captivity, are three very powerful 
agents in producing these alterations ; and those 
birds that have longest felt their influence under 
human direction, are die most Mkely to have the 
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greatest variety in their figures, their plumage, and 
their dispositions!'' 

1 0 f aft other birds, the cock seems to be the oldest 
companion of mankind, to have been firsircclaimed 
from the forest, and taken to supply the accidental 
failure of the luxuries or necessaries of life. As be 
is thus longest under the care of man, so of all 
others perhaps he exhibits the greatest number of 
varieties, there being scarce two birds of this spe- 
cies that exactly resemble each other in plumage 
and form. The tail, which makes such a beautiful 
figure in the generality of these birds, is yet found 
entirely wanting in others ; and not only the tail, 
but the rump also. The toes, which are usually four 
in all animals of the poultry kind, yet in a species of 
the cock are found to amount to five. The feathers, 
which lie so sleek and in such beautiful order in most 
of those wc are acquainted with, arc in a peculiar 
breed all inverted, and stand staring the wrong way. 
Nay, there isa species that comes from Japan, which 
instead of feathers seems to be covered over with 
hair. These and many other varieties are to be 
found in this animal, which teem to Ire the marks 
this early prisoner bears of his long captivity. 

it is not well ascertained when the cock was first 
made domestic in Europe ; but it is generally agreed 
that we first had him in onr western world from the 
kingdom of Per«in. Aristophanes calls the cock the 
Persian bird, and tells us be enjoyed that kingdom 
before some of its earliest monarchs. This animal 
was in fact known so early, even in the most savage 
pints of" Europe, that we arc told the cock was one 
of the forbidden foods among the ancient Britons, 
Indeed, the domestic fowl seems to have banished 
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foe 1 PersiavitseJf,:^:'' fosf > ■ 

to our acquaintance, seems tfo 

its oatmrad fopn > , ., and |C;\W$, t , #d . M ,,; in 

some of the woods of India, .a# foosepf the 

islands in the Indian Ocean, tflt migbthfgfo fo 

as we do with regard to the sheep* fo . wlmiform • it 

first existed .fob state of nat«%;, ; ; v \ y j, .< ■ . 

But those doubts no longer 
found in the island of Tin ian, in *Wby. 4^ef%4$fo# 
Indian Ocean, and in the woods on tbe coast of Malar 
bar, in bis ancient state of independence.. In his 
wild condition, his plumage is> black andyefiaw, 
and his comb and wattles yellow and purple. There 
is another peculiarity also in those, of the Indian 
woods; their bones, which when boiled with usare 
white, as every body, knows, in those are as -black 
as ebony. Whether this tincture proceeds from 
their food, as the bones are tinctured red by feeding 
upon madder, I leap to the discussion of others : 
satisfied with the fact, let us decline speculation. 

In their first propagation in Europe, there were 
distinctions then that now subsist no longer. The 
ancients esteemed those fowls whose plumage was 
reddish as invaluable ; but as for the white, it was 
considered as utterly unfit for domestic purposes. 
These they regarded as subject, to become a prey to 
rapacious birds ; and Aristotle thinks them less fruit- 
ful than tfie former. Indeed, hisdivisMfo oftbose 
binds seems taken from their culinary uses,; the; one 
tort he ctdb generous and noble, being ifemarkable 
for fecundity the other sort, ignoble und useless, 
from foeis sterility. These distinctions differ widely 
foopi our modern notions . of generosity fo this* anir 
wo : call foe 
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no means bo fruitful as the ungenerous dungbilf* 
cock, which we treat with contempt. The Athe* 
nians had their cock-matches as well as we ; but it 
is probable they did not enter into refinement 
of choosing out the most barren of the specks for 
the purposes of combat. 

However this be, no animal in the weald has 
greater courage than the cock when opposed to one 
of ins own species ;. and in every part of the world 
where refinement and polished manners have not 
entirely taken place, cock-fighting is a principal di- 
version. In China, India, the Philippine Islands, and 
all over the east, cock-fighting is the sport and amuse- 
ment even of kings and princes. With us it is declin- 
ing every day : and it is to be hoped it wiM in time 
become only the pastime of the lowest vulgar. It 
is the opinion of many, that we have a bolder and 
more valiant breed than is to be found elsewhere; 
and some, indeed, have entered into a serious dis- 
cussion upon the cause of so flattering a singularity. 
But the truth is, they have cocks in China as hold, 
if not bolder, than ours; and, what wonld still be 
considered as valuable among cockers here, they 
have more strength with less weight. Indeed, I 
have often wondered why men who lay two or three 
hundred pounds upon the prowess of a single eoek, 
have not taken every method to improve the breed. 
Nothing, it is probable, could do this more effec- 
tually than by crossing die strain, as it is called, by 
a foreign mixture; and whether having recourse 
even to the wild cock in the forests of India would 
not be useful, 1 leave to their consideration. . How- 
ever, it is $ mean and ungenerous amusement, nor 
would ! wadi much to promote it. The tra^4s; I 




fighting ; jttwi cbaM so an ratals 

against the^herj ■ jttfcaf," ‘.Ifr ; --jalfpttiiafit- ■ :.i«iBq^«»si-. 

hie; for theadversary’s &o0 : 'to ^toltofee,. the first or 
second blew ; hu& as BoCrhaavehas md upon % 
former occasion, when he was trcatingupon poisons, 
" to teach the arts of cruelty is equivalent to com- 
^toitting^em'*., n-‘- : t f y *<-? :\ ; . 1 

•,V This extraordinary couragein the oodk is thought 
to proceed from his being the most salacious of all 
other birds whatsoever. A single cock suffices for 
ten or a dozen hens ; and it is said of him that he 
is . the only animal whose spirits are not abated by 
indulgence. But then he soon grows old; the 
radical moisture is exhausted; and in three or font 
years he becomes utterly unfit for the purposes of 
impregnation. " Hens also/’ to use the words of 
Willughby, " as they for the greatest part of the year 
“ daily lay eggs, cannot suffice for so many births, 
" but for the most part after three years become 
".effete and barren ; for when they have exhausted 
" all their seed-eggs, of which they had but a 
“ certain quantity from the beginning, they must 
" necessarily cease to lay, there beingmo new ones 
“ generated within/' , 

The hen seldom clutches a brood of chkkens 
above once a season, though instances have been 
known in which they produced two. The number 
of eggs a domestic hen will lay in the year are 
above two hundred, provided she be wiil fed, and 
supplied with water and liberty. It matters not 
ranch whether she be trodden by the cock or no;; 
she wHl continue to lay, although all the eggS W 
t|i| kind can nevsf by hatehing be brought to 
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produce s living animal Her nest is made without 
i$V dare, if left: to herself ;’a bote Wratchel in!6 W& 
Jjro^nd, among k few “bushes/ is 'the bbty preparat- 
ion she makes for this season of patfent; expectation. 
Mature, almost exhausted by its own 'fecundity, 
leents to inform her of the proper time for hitching, 
Which she herself testifies by a clucking note, and 
by discontinuing to lay. The good housewives 
Who often get more by their hens laying than "by 
tbeir chickens, artificially protract this clucking 
season, ahd sometimes entuely remove it As soon 
as tbeir ben begins to duck, they stint ber in her 
provisions ; and if that fails, they plunge her into 
Cold water ; this, for the time, effectually puts back 
ber hatching ; but then it often kills the poor bird, 
who takes cold and dies under the operation 


If left entirely to herself, the hen would seldom lay 
above twenty eggs in the same nest, without attempt- 
ing to hatch them : but in proportion as she lays, 
her eggs are removed ; and she continues to lay, 
vainly hoping to increase the number In the wild 
state, the hen seldom lays above fifteen eggs ; but 
then her provision is more difficultly obtained, and 
she is perhaps sensible of the difficulty of maintain- 
iug too numerous a family. 

When the hen begins to sit, nothing can exceed 
her perseverance and patience ; she continues for 
some days immoveable ; and when forced away by 
the importunities of hunger, she quickly returns. 
Sometimes also ner eggs become too hot for her to 
bear, especially if she be furbished with too warm a 
nest within doors, for then she is obliged to leave 
them to cool a little : thus the warmth of the nek 
only retards incubation, and often puts the brood a 
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day <ont two back hi the shell. While ;tbe hep alts, 
she carefully turns her eggs, and even removes them 
to different situations ; till at length, i,n about three 
weeks, the young brood begin to give signs of a 
desire to burst their confinement When by the 
repeated efforts of tbeir hill, which serves like a 
pioneer on this occasion, they have broke themselves 
a passage through the shell, the hen still continues 
to sit till all are excluded. The strongest and beat 
chickens generally are the first candidate* for lir 
berty ; the weakest come behind, and some even die 
in the shell. When all are produced, she then leads 
them forth to provide for themselves. Her affection 
and her pride seem then to alter her very nature, 
and correct her imperfections. No longer vora- 
cious or cowardly, she abstains from all food that her 
young can swallow, and flies boldly at every crea- 
ture that she thinks is likely to do them mischief. 
Whatever the invading animat be, she boldly at- 
tacks him ; the horse, the hog, ot the mastiff. 
When marching at the head of her little troop, she 
acts the commander, and lias a variety of notes to 
call her numerous train to their food, or to warn 
them of approaching danger. Upon one of these 
occasions, l have seen the whole brood run for secu- 
rity into the thickest part of a hedge, when the hen 
herself ventured boldly forth, and feted a fox that 
came for plunder. W itb a good mastiff, however, we 
soon sent the invader hack to his retreat ; but not 
before. he had wounded the hen in several places. 

Ten or twelve chickens are the greatest number 
that a good hen can rear and clutch at a time ; htjjf 
«s this bears no proportion to the number of feer 
eggs, schemes have been imagined to dutch all the 
voi. iv. a 
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■greatest--' advantage.^ t % tfcfcm v contrivances ife dta 
^e& ? bbMibed that a hen; that i>pd}i«»iki' pfodPtiss 
‘•but 5 tweK^<rfifidfein< !, »n the Wifmrit tarfrit- 
'dttUfe a* Tirf&hr chickens as eggs; arttHcdrtSequently 
soften above t#o hundreds The COntt^&me I mein 
Ifc the arlifi&dl method of hatchiftg' ctritfeih# in 
«tev%ft>> d* ‘Is 11 practised at Grand Gairo';’ o!r in 
m4kVU&h>M0*§ properly graduated; ii* has-beOn 
effected' by M.; Reaumur. At GmAd Osina they 
thu# produce six or seven thousand chickens at a 
vrbere; a» they are bronchi forth in their 
^imid iprihg; which iswarmer than ours»mmer;tbe 
young fc titofeir thrive without ditching. Bat it is 
Otherwise in^dtiv colder and unequal climate ; thte 
little animal may, without much difficulty, he 
hatched from the shell ; but they almost all perish 
v^hdn etrfcluded. To remedy this, Reaumur has 
^nfede use of a woollen hen, as he calls it; which 
was 'nothing more than putting the young ones in a 
warm basket, and dapping over them a thick wool- 
fetr oanopy. T should think a much better substi- 
tute might be fdund ; and this from among the spe- 
- cies themselves. Capons may very easily be taught 

* to clutch a fresh brood of chickens throughout the 
-year ; so tfmt when one little cohwiy is thus reared, 

another may be brought to sueceedit. Nothing 
« is more common than to see capons thus employed ; 
«%hd the manhdr Of teadring them is this; first the 
'fMpdh“*s made c Verytame;So : as to feed from One’s 
hand; then, about evening, (hey piUCk^ the feathers 
off his breast, and rub the bare skin with nettles ; 

chiefeens ;to him, which presently. 

• ava^ndeimiritf brewfcand belly; add probably cub- 
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*h& tbsir heads, fiHafttjto 
ringing , pa ins- which tiff Battles, had jurtprndaced. 
/Mbit wjp<**t«d for two, of ihrer ; ftigbtiMhJKthte 
animal takes- an affection to the chickens -that* have 
Ahu$ given hip relief and, coutipues tejgw 4hfp 
the.protectkm they seek fert'.peuhnps.;4hn .the 
querulous wife Of the chickens muybf, pleasant q> 
bun in misery, and invite him to sucwur.tho dptm£- 
Ha from that time brings up a. bropdof, thickens 
.like a heu, clutching them, fWiqg |hem*l 
and performing ell the functions ofe the .tooderift 
parent. A Capon once accustomed to ; thi# seryiqf, 
Will not give over ; but whoa ope. hro^.if gfpuyp 
up, he may have another nearly hatched put under 
him, which he will treat with the seme tenderness, 
he did the former, * . . „ < 

The cock, from his salackm&ness, is flowed to 
be a short-lived animal ; hut how long these birds 
live* if left to themselves, is not yet well ascertained 
by any historian. "As they am kept only ft)r profit, 
and in a few years become unfit for generation, 
there are few that, from mere motives of, curiosity, 
will make the tedious experiment of maintaining a 
proper number till they die, Aldrovandus bints 
their age to be ten years ; and it is probable that 
this may be its extent. They are subject to some 
disorders, which it is pot our business to describe ; 
and as for poisops, besides nux vomica, which is 
fata) to most animals except pan, they (pre pared, 
as Lianmns asserts, by, elder-berries o^which they 
are aot a jittle fond.* , 

t* ii» bis N&tu ral Whwt jr 

* tftat ^Itbxhwrd to the Wdh.dlliifwmlwd 
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chap. m. 

Of the Peacock. 

The Peacock,, by the common people of Italy, 
is said to have the plumage of an angel, the 
voice of a devil, and the guts of a thief. In fact 
each of these qualities mark pretty well the nature 
of this extraordinary bird When it 'appears with 
its tail expanded, there is none of the feathered 

that they arc adapted to express their various wants and passions, 
end are more or less perfect in different species. 

u No inhabitant* of a yard seem possessed of such a variety of 
expression, a«d so copious a language, as common poultry . r l ako 
a chicken of four or five days* old, and hold il up to a w uidow 
where there are flies, and it will homed lately f»ei&e its proj, uith 
little twittering* of complacency ; but if you tender it a wa<?p or a 
bee, at once its note become* harsh, and expressive of disappro- 
bation and a sense of danger. When a gullet is ready to lay , she 
intimate* the event by an easy and joyous soft note. Of ail the 
occurrences of their life, that of lading seems to be most import- 
ant, for no sooner ha'* a ben disburdened herself, than she rushe* 
forth with a clamorous kind of joy f which the ccck and the rest of 
his mistresses immediately adopt. The tumult is not t onhned to 
the family com tine 1, but rati he s from 3 ard to 3 ard. and spreads 
to every homestead within hearing, till at Inst the whole village is 
in mi uproar. As soon us a hen becomes a mother, hei new relation 
demands a new language; she' then runs clucking and screaming 
about, and seems agitated us if possessed. The fuller of a dock 
bos also a 1 onsidexablc vocabulary ; il he finds tood, he call* a 
favorite concubine to partake ; and if a bird of prey p isses over, 
with a warning voice bids his family hew ait*. The gallant chan- 
ticleer has at command his am mats phrases, and his terms o! de- 
fiance, But th< s s Hind bv which he is best knoun is his crowing : 
by tbi£ he has bc^uiHmguished iu ,dlagcs,as the country man’s 
clock or 1 arum , a* the watchman that proclaims the divisions of 
the night, and ** whose clarion sounds the silent hout»/”] 
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creation can vie with it for beauty ; yet the horrid 
scream of its voice. 4erv<$> to abate the pleasure 
we find from viewing it ; ana still more, its insa- 
liable gluttony anti spirit of depredation make it 
one of the most noxious domestics that man has 
taken under bis protection. : . .. „ , /} 

0ur«ftr?t peacocks were brought f|otti the iSdst 
Ipdies,; and we are assured, thaf they are stiff found 
in vast docks, in a .wild State, in the islands .of java 
and Ceylon. So beautiful a bird, and one esteemed 
such a delicacy at the tables of the toxurious, could 
not be permitted to continue tong at liberty in its 
distant retreats. So early as the days of Solomon, 
we find in his navies, among the articles imported 
from the East, apes and peacocks. ,/EHan relates, * 
that they were brought into Greece from some bar- 
barous country, and were held in such high esteem 
among them, that a male and female were valued at 
above thirty pounds of our money. We are told also, 
that when Alexander was in India, he found them 
flying wild, in vast numbers, on the banks of the 
river Hyarotis, and was so struck with their beauty, 
(bathe laid a severe fine and punishment on all who 
should kill or disturb them. Nor are we to be sur- 
prised at this, as the Greeks vrerl so much struck 
with the beauty of this bird, wbc» first brought 
among them, that every person paid a Sated price 
for seeing it ; and several people came to Athens, 
from Lacedaemon and Thessaly, purely to satisfy 
their curiosity. • ; , 

It was probably first introduced into* the West, 
merely on account of its beauty ; but mankind, 
from contemplating its figure, soon came totfaiflk 
Of setting it up for a different entertainment/ Au- 
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one is very indifferent eafitoi?; hetkfttele&V 'thfeiW 'tf 

dtobstog Wyhuhpt r* 1 * 
piftoeV^'^^^kfed iriBisctiminatel^, ''tag; 
beauty of 'ilid ' fe&ftftifs W some measure stimulating' 
t6g' t 4 apJie^B£ bratof -'wWWtoe iSm* 

Wild toleiWWp'rit an entertainment; at ItbtoWf' 

a^ they Were considered as 4 one ck 

the gVeatpHi ^^aments of every fdast. ^Whether 
the norhtfh ,. method of Cookery, winch was much 
holier than ours; bight riot have rendered ttieiki ’ 
more palatable than we find them at present^ f 
cannot fell i but certain it is, they talk of the pea- 
cock asbeftig the fu st of viands. 

Its fame for delicacy, however, did not continue 
very long ; for we find, in the times of Francis the’ 


First, that it was a custom to serve up peacocks to 
the table pf the great, with an intention not to be 
eaten, but ’only to be seeh. Their mariner was to 
strip Off the skin, and then preparing the body with' 
the warmest spices, they covered it op again In its 
former skin, Wifh all its plumage iri full display, f 
and no way irijrifed by the preparation, lire bird 
thus prepared. Was often' preserved fof airing yearn 
wffHprit corrupting"; and i‘t is assieftod ^ the pea -* 1 
cSbltV ffesftj chat ’ if’ keeps ' Irihgef ynputrefied than •’ 
that ciF-dby other, rinlb^t.* giye’ a ; higher " £$i l 
to 1 ieliteftotiiriiedM 'Oil' ' Weddin'gs Warftfeulhi^y, 
they fihg^’|lle“bffd''^beakah'dHb'toaiWifii ^dltori%|ffa ;i 
ciim'nhii^- #hic?rtlley f • slit oif #e amft$ '< H/bjf’ 
dclighf thb" J c^pdh^l ia f' Ife^ndt ttooW 'thsft^ffiW 
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^^e.^o4id,;; ti «ad ayej^tken f it , if n$\$r. Served, 
$tb. c9|ton ^maphii:^;, , v , ; f ' ; ,,, v .' ‘ nf ‘, (> 

., j^ike other birds, of the poultry, kiinfl* tlje’ peacock 
%cfs upQn cjpFnj: but its pftipf pre^l^tipn jif ^qj;' 
bpripy* .jjjut,, as it is a very prphd audfickle 'jjjiir^, 
t|«8 is aqarpely any food that $ wjjtt apt at jti^„ 
covet and pursue. Insects and tender jJ[sJaUf"'ar|" 
often eagerly sought at a time that it has a _^a|acie«H:y , 
of its natural food provided ''njprplVpfH^.^Jatlja* 
indulgence of these capricious pursuits, walls can not 
easily confine, it; it strips 'tlfe'lops of housps ot v j 
their tiles or thatch, it lays waste the labours of the 
gardeuer, roots up his choicest seeds, and nips his 
favourite flowers in the bud. Thus its beauty but 
ill .recompenses for the mischief it occasions; and 
many of the more homely-looking fowls are very 
deservedly preferred before it. 

Nor is the peacock less a debauchee in its affec- 
tion, than a glutton in its appetites. He is still 
rpore salacious than even the cock ; and though not 


possessed of the same vigour, yet burns with more, 
immoderate desire. He requires five females at least 
to attend him ; and if there be not a sufficient num- 
ber, he will even run upon apd trep^thp sitting hen. ’ 
For this reasop the pea-hen endeavours, as much as, 
6|je cap,.tp,Jhide her nest from the ib^ as, hpj would’ 
‘sitting pd ^r^ak’ her eggs. t 

, %» Mii w! w>.i 

ciimatie ^f6re ^ 4 aespnhe^ tjf)^ 

s$ lpyingiwelvo i ancl it is. prohakle, in her native 
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that in the forests where they breed naturally, they 
are numerous beyond expression. This bird lives 
abbot twenty years ; and not till its third year has 
it that beautiful variegated plumage that adorns its 
tell. , .. ■ 

” In the kingdom of Cambay a," says Taverner, 
" near the city of Baroch, whole flocks of them are 
* f seen in the fields. .They are very shy, however, and- 
“ it ; s impossible to come near them, They run off* 
" swifter than the partridge ; and hide themselves 
" in Uuckets, where it is impossible to find them. 
" They perch, by night, upon trees; and the. 
“ fowler often approaches them at that season with 
“ a kind of banner, on which a peacock is painted 
“ to the life, on either side. A lighted torch is 
“ fixed on the top of this decoy ; and the peacock, 
<f when disturbed, flics to what it takes for another, 
“ and is thus caught in a noose prepared for that 
“ purpose.” 

There are varieties of this bird, some of which 
are white, others crested : that which is called the 
Peacock of Thibet, is the most beautiful of the 
feathered creation, containing in its plumage all the 
most vivid colours, red, blue, yellow, and green, 
disposed in an almost artificial order, as if merely 
to please the eye of the beholder. 

CHAP: IV. 

The Turkey. 

The natal place of the cock and the peacock, is 
pretty well ascertained, but there are stronger doubts 
concerning thf Turkey ; some contending that it has 
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been brougbtinto Europe frMn the East Indies many 
centuries ago ; while others assert that it is wholly 
unknown in that part of the world, that it is a native 
of the New Continent, ahd that it Was not brought 
into Europe till the discovery of that part of the world. 

Those who contend for the latter opinion, very 
truly observe, that among ail the descriptions we 
have of Eastern birds, that of the turkey is not to 
be found: while on the contrary, it is very welt 
known in the New Continent, where it runs wild 
about the woods. It is said, by them, to be first 
seen in Prance, in the reign of Francis the first; 
and in England, in that of Henry the eighth; which 
is about the time when Mexico was first conquered 
by Spain. On the other hand, it is asserted, that 
the turkey, so far from being unknown in Europe 
before that time, was* known even to the ancients;, 
and that ./Elian has given a pretty just description 
of it. They allege, that its very name implies its 
having been brought from some part of the East ; 
and that it is found, among other dainties served up 
to the tables of the great, before that time, among 
ourselves. But what they pretend to be the strongest 
proof is, that though the wild turkey be so very com- 
mon in America, yet the natives eannot contrive to 
tame it ; and though hatched in the ordinary manner, 
nothing can render it domestic. In this diversity 
of opinions, perhaps it is best to suspend assent, till 
more lights are thrown on the subject ; however, I 
am inclined to concur with the former opinion. 

Willi us, when young, it is one of the tendered 
of all' birds ; yet, in its wild state, it is found, ip. 
great plenty in the forests of Canada, that, are 
covered with snow above three parts of the year, In 



m a mt**i q t 

theirnatural jwac4#, v 4h«p are fonod tNg^fe 
tW In thaws f fate , ■ Tfy|y 

much iBOte beautiful step, tl^k feajtb«p% ? being «£ d* 
dwfc grey, , bordered at. the .edges with a I bflgbi 
gold colour. Thesetbe savages.qf tbe.^nt^iyf eie., 
igte cloaks to adorn tlieir persons, and fosbi^.jiito. 
fans and urabreHas/ bBt never, Once think* of*td(tiDg S j 
into keepinganimals that the woodsfufqi$h ; tbeoa. 
with in : sufficient abundance. Savage mahseems 
to find a delight in precarious possession . ■ A great 
part of the pleasure of the chase lies in the uocer*Y 
tainty of the pursuit, and he is unwilling to abridge , 
himself in any accidental success that may attend bis 
fatigues. The hunting the turkey, therefore, makes 
one of his principal diversions; as its flesh con- - 
tributes chiefly to the support of his family. When 
he has discovered the place of their retreat, which, 
i» general, is near fields of nettles, or where there is, 
plenty of any kind of grain, he takes his dog with 
him, which is trained to the sport, (a faithful rough 
creature, supposed to be originally reclaimed from 
the wolf) .and he sends him into the midst of the, 
flock. The turkies no sooner, perceive their enemy, ( 
than they set off running at full speed, and with such 
swiftness, that they leave the dog far behind them ; 
he, follows nevertheless, and* sensible they must a°on 
bn, tired,, as they cannot go full speed fbr any length 
of tjme, he, at last forces them to take, shelter jin , 
a, > tree, where they sit quite spent paid fatigued, till 
the bteiter comes up, and, with a long pole, knocks , 
then^dpwn one after the, other. , u , f - 

/This manner of suffering themselves to be de- 
stroye^ kV^bfeS no great instinct in the atiifoaf; fcM 
indeed, captive state, tjaey j® 
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Theyseeiia stupid >) valwji' 
qtf^raldiii triBte, apt/enoUgh' fc^battet among them* 
selv^.’-y^t V>WoW { uhy%eijteri* : W4b] dad* •' other 
ah^ injury'. ‘teferylSfly Ktiow*’ thd strange antipathy 
tiNws tark ej^S&iotek hasWatmfitmlourj bbw htebristlmg/. 
ab'd with his peculiar gobbling Strand, flies to attack * 
it; fiat there is another method of increasmg the 
aViitTiosrt^ Of these birds against each other/which 
is often practised by boys, when they hive a amid 
for a battle. This is no more than to smear over 
the head of one of the turkies withdirt,and the, 
rest ran to attack it with all the speed Of impotent 
animosity: nay/ two of them, tWs disguised, will 
fight each other till they are almost suffocated Vrith 
fatigue and anger. " ' •» *•' ' '■ 

But though so furious among themselves, they are 
weak and cowardly against other animals, though 
for less powerful than they. The cock often makes 
the turkey keep at a distance ; and they seldom 
venture td attack him but with united force, when 
they rather oppress him by their weight than annoy 
him bjr their arms. There is ho animal, bow con- 
temptible soever, that will venture boldly to foce the 
turkey-coCk, that he will not fly from. On the 
contrary, with the tosolence of a bully, be pursue* 
any thing that seem* to feat him, particularly lap^ 
dbgs a^d children, against both which he seems to 
have a peculiar aversion. On such occasions, after 
hd has drade them scamper, he returns to hi* female 
train,' displays his plumage around/stihis about the 
yard, apd gobbles out a note inf self-approbation . * 

£S |n the insteace »> # 

wjiere the Turkey cock seemed to show a considerable shahs df , 

courage iba pfordsb/ ,} k ! geitte&an 'id* life# Yoifk 
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The female seems of a wilder, gentler disposition. 
Batfeerquerufous than bold, she bants about in 
quest of grain, and pursuit of insects, being particu- 
larly delighted with the eggs of ants and caterpillars. 
She lays eighteen or twenty eggs, larger than those 
of a hen, whitish, but marked with spots resembling 1 
the freckles of the face. Her young are extremely 
tender at first, and must be carefully fed with curd 
chopped with dock-leaves ; but as they grow older, 
they become more hardy, and follow the mother to 
considerable distances, in pursuit of insect food, which 
they prefer to any other. On these occasions, how- 
ever, the female, though so large, and as it would 
seem so powerful a bird, gives them but very little 
protection against the attacks of any rapacious 
animal that come9 in her way. She rather warns her 
young to shift for themselves, than prepares to de- 
fend them. “ I have heard,” says the Abbe La 
Pluche, et a turkey-hen, when at the head of her 
,f brood, send forth the most hideous scream, with- 
,r out knowing as yet the cause; however, her 
u young immediately when the warning was given. 


a distant part a Turkey-cock and hen, and with them a pair of 
Bantams : these he put all together into the yard with his other 
poultry. Some time afterwards, as he was feeding them from the 
barn-door, a large hawk suddenly turned the corner of the barn, 
and made a pounce at the bantam ben ; she immediately gave tire 
alarm, by a noise which is natural to her on such occasions ; when 
the Turkey-cock, who Was at the distance of about two yards, 
and without doubt understood the hawk’s intentions, and tilts im- 
mediate danger of his old acquaintance, flew at the tyrant with 
such violence, and gave him so severe a stroke with his spurs, as 
to knock him from the hen to a considerable distance ; and the 
timely aid of this friendly auxiliary, completely saved the bantam 
from being devoured.] 
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h - skulked under the bushes, the grass, or whatever 
*f else Offered for shelter or protection. They even 
“ stretched themselves at their fol! length upon the 
,f ground, and .continued lying as motionless as if 
* f they were dead. In the mean time, the mother, 
" with her eyes directed upwards, continued her 
'* cries and screaming as before. Upon looking 
" up to where she seemed to gaze, 1 discovered a 
“ black spot just under the clouds, bat was unable 
“ at first to determine what it was ; however, it soon 
eL appeared to be a bird of prey, though at first, at 
“ too great a distance to be distinguished. 1 have 
** seen 'one of these animals continue in this violent 
tr agitated state, and her whole brood pinned down 
“ as it were to the ground, for four hours together ; 
“ whilst their formidable foe has taken his circuits, 
" has mounted, and hovered directly over their 
“ head: at last, upon disappearing, the parent 
<e began to change her note, and sent forth another 
tr cry, which in an instant gave life to the whole 
“ trembling tribe, and they all flocked round her 
<f with expressions of pleasure, as if conscious of 
“ llieir happy escape from danger,” 

Wheu once grown up, turkies are very hardy 
birds, and feed themselves at very little expense to 
the farmer. Those of Norfolk, are said to be the 
largest of this kingdom, weighing from twenty to 
thirty pounds. . There are places, however, in the 
East Indies, where they are known, only in their 
domestic state, in which they grow to the weight 
of sixty pounds, J 
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CHAP. V. 


The' Phemant, f 

* \ * *n n ** r f '? t » * 

IT would surprise a sportsman to betoM th&t the 
Pheasant which he finds wild in the woods, in the 
remotest parte of the kingdom, and ib forests, which 
can scarcely be said to have an owner, is a foreign 
bird, and was at first* artificially propagated amongst 
us. They were brought into Europe from the 
banks of the Phasis, a river of Colchis, in Asia 
Minor ; and from whence 4bey still retain their 
name. 

Next to the peacock, they are the most beautiful 
of birds, as well for the vivid colour of their plumes, 
as for their happy mixtures and variety. It is far 
beyond the power of the pencil to draw any 
thing so glossy, so bright, or points so finely 
blending into each other. We are told that when 
Crcesus, king of Lydia, was seated on bis throne, 
adorned with royal magnificence, and all the bar- 
barous pomp of eastern splendour, he asked Solon 
if lie had ever beheld any thing so fine 1 The Greek 
philosopher, no way moved by the objects before 
him, or taking a pride in his native simplicity, re- 
plied, that after having seen the beautiful plumage 
of the pheasant, he could be astonished, uo other 
finery. 

In feet, nothing can satisfy the eye with a greater 
variety and richness of ornament than this beautiful 
creature. The iris of the eye is yellow ; and tine 
eyes themselves are surrounded with a scariet 
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colour, sprinkled with small specks of black. On 
the fore part of th«|IM there are blackish feathers 
mixed with a shinm^pui^plei ; The top of the head 
and the upper part of the neck are tinged with a 
darkish green that shines like 'silk. In some, the 
top of the head is of a shining blue, and the head 
itself as well as the upper part of toe neck, appears 
sometimes blue and sometimes green, as it is dif- 
ferently placed to the eye of the spectator.- The 
feathers of the breast, the shoulders; the middle of die 
back, and the sides under the wings, hare a blackish 
ground, with edges tinged of an exquisite* colour, 
which appears sometimes black } and sometimes 
purple, according to the different lights it b placed 
in ; under the purple there is a transverse streak of 
gold colour. The tail, from the middle feathers to 
the root, is about eighteen inches long ; the legs, 
the feet, and the toes, are of the colour of horn. 
There are black spurs on the legs, shorter than 
those of a cock ; there is a membrane that connect* 
two of the toes together ; and the male is- much 
more beautiful than the female. 

This bird, though so beautiful to the eye, is not 
less delicate when served up to the table. Its flesh 
is considered as the greatest dainty ; and when the 
old physicians spoke of the wholesonienees of any 
viands, they made their comparison with the flesh of 
the pheasant. However, notwithstanding all these 
perfections to tempt the- curiosity/ ior the palate, toe 
pheasant has multiplied in its wild state : and, as if 
disdaining the protection of man, has left him, to 
fake shelter in the thickest woods and the remotest 
'forests. AH others of the domestic kind, the cock, 
‘tito turkey, or the pintada, when once reclaimed. 
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d' i * 

fenfSte* stiff dihUhiued th %^<kMnestic state, and 
pe'fscv€red in the habits jj|Hjppetites of willing 
slavery. But the pheasant* though taken from its 
native warm retreats, where the woods supply 
variety of food, and the warm sun suits its lender 
constitution, has still continued its attachment to 
native freedom ; and, now wild among us, makes the 
most envied ornament of our parks and forests, 
where he feeds upon acorns and berries, and the 
scanty produce of our chilling climate. 

This spirit of independence seems to attend the 
pheasant even in captivity. In the woods, the hen 
pheasant, lays from eighteen to twenty eggs in a 
season : but in a domestic state she seldom lays above 
ten. In the same manner, when wild, she batches 
and leads up her brood with patience, vigilance, and 
courage; but when kept tame, she never sits well; 
so that a hen is generally her substitute npon such 
occasions ; and as for leading her young to their 
food, she is utterly ignorant of where it is to bt 
found ; and the young birds starve, if left solely to 
her protection. The pheasant, therefore, on every 
account, seems better left at large in the woods than 
reclaimed to pristine captivity. . Its fecundity when 
wild is sufficient to stock the forest ; its beautiful 
plumage adorns it; ami its flesh retains a higher 
flavour from its unlimited freedom. 

However, it has been the aim of Jate to take 
these birds once more from the woods, and to keep 
them in places fitted for their reception. Like all 
others of the poultry kind, they , have no great sa- 
gacity, and suffer themselves easily to be taken. At 
night they roost upon the highest trees of the wood ; 
and by day they come down into the lower hrakW 
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and bushes, where their, fqpd.i*. chiefly, found. They 
generally make a kincLpf flapping noise when they 
are with the females r^and' this often apprizes the 
sportsman of their retreats.. At other times he 
tracks them in the snow, and frequently takes them 
in springs. But of all birds they are shot most 
easily, as they always make a whirring noise when 
they rise, by which they alarm the gunner, and 
being a large mark, and flying very slow, there is. 
scarcely any missing them. 

All ! what avail his glossy, varying dyes, 

His purpled crest and scarlet-circled eyes, 

The vivid green his shining plumes unfold, 1 4 

His painted wings, and breast that flames with gold ? 

POPJC. , 

When these birds are taken young into keeping, 
they become as familiar as chickens ; and when 
they are designed for breeding, they are put together 
in a yard, five hens to a cock for this bird, like all 
of the poultry kind, is very salacious. In her natural 
state the female makes her nest of dry grass aud 
leaves ; the same must be laid for her in the 
pheasantry, and she herself will sometimes properly 
dispose them. If she refuses to hatch her eggs, then 
a common hen must he got to supply her place, 
which task she will perform with perseverance and 
success. The young ones are very difficult to be 
reared : and they must be supplied with ants-eggs, 
which is the food the old one leads them to gather 
when wild in the woods. To make these go the 
farther, they are to be chopped up with curds or 
other meat ; and the young ones are to be fed with 
great exactness, both as to the quantity and the time 
Vox. iv. 1 T< 
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of their supply. This food is sometimes also to be 
■varied ; and wood-lice, ear-wjgs, and other insects, 
are to make a variety. The place where they are 
reared must be kept extremely clean ; their water 
most be changed twice or thrice a day ; they must 
not be exposed till the dew is off the ground in the 
morning; and they should always be taken in be- 
fore son-set. When they become adult, they very 
well can shift for themselves, but they are par- 
ticularly fond of oats and barley. 

In order to increase the breed, and make it still 
more valuable, Long'olius teaches us a method that 
appears very peculiar. The pheasant is a very bold 
bird when first brought into the yard among other 
poultry, not sparing the peacock, nor even such 
young cocks and hens as it can master ; but after a 
time it will live tamely among them, and will at last 
be brought to couple with a common ben. The 
breed thus produced take much stronger after the 
pheasant than the hen ; and in a few successions, 
if they be let to breed with the cock-pheasant, for 
the mixture is not barren, there will be produced a 
species more tame, stronger, and more prolific ; so 
that he adds, that it is strange why most of our 
pheasantries are not stocked with birds produced in 
this manner. 

The pheasant, when full grown, seems to feed 
indifferently upon every thing that offers. It is said 
by n French writer, that one of foe king’s sportsmen 
shooting at a parcel of crows, that were gathered 
b&ttnd a dead carcase, to bis great surprize upon 
eomibg up, found that he had killed as many 
pheasants’ as crows. It is even asserted by some, 
that such is the carnivorous disposition of this bird. 



THE POULTRY KIND. 1*7 

that when several of them are put together in the 
same yard, if one of them happens to fall sick, or 
seems to be pining, that all the rest will fall upon, 
kill, and devour it. Such is the language of books ; 
those who have frequent opportunities of examining 
the manners of the bird itself, know what credit 
ought to be given to such an account. 

Of the pheasant, as of all other domestic fowl, 
there are many varieties. There are white pheasants, 
crested pheasants, spotted pheasants ; but of. all 
others, the golden pheasant of China is the most 
beautiful. It is a doubt whether the peacock itself 
can bear the comparison. However, the natives of 
China would not have us consider it as their most 
beautiful bird, though covered all over with eyes, 
resembling in miniature those of a peacock. By 
their accounts it is far exceeded by the fongwljang, 
an imaginary bird of which they give a most fan- 
tastic description. It is thus that the people of every 
country, though possessed of the greatest advan- 
tages, have still others that Urey would persuade 
strangers they enjoy, which have existence only in 
the imagination. 


CHAP. VI. 


l%e Pintado,, or Guinea- Hen. 

This is a very remarkable bird, and in some 
measure unites the characteristics of the pheasant 
and the turkey. It has the fine delicate shape of 
the one, and the bare head of the other. To be 
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raore p^iculur, it is about the size of a, common 
hen • but as it is supported on longer legs, it look* 
much larger. It has a round back, with a tail turned 
downwards like a partridge. The head is covered 
with a kind of casques and the whole plumage is 
black or dark grey, speckled With white spots. It 
has wattles under the bill, which do not proceed 
from the lower chap as in cocks, butjrmn the upper, 
which gives it a very peculiar air, while its restless 
gait and odd chuckling sound distinguish it suffi- 
ciently from all other birds whatever. 

It is well known all over Europe, and even better 
than with us, as the nations that border on the Me- 
diterranean probably had it before us from those parts 
of Africa which lay nearest. Accordingly we find it 
in different countries called by different names, from 
the place whence they had it. They are by some 
called the Barbary-hen ; by others, the Tamis bird ; 
and by others, the bird of Numidia. Wc have 
given it the name of that part of Africa from whence 
probably it was first brought. 

In many parts of their native country, they arc 
seen in vast flocks together, feeding their young, 
and leading them in quest of food. All their habits are 
like those of the poultry-kind, and they agree in every 
other respect, except that the male and female are 
Sf) much alike, that they can hardly be distinguished 
asunder. The only difference lies in the wattles 
described above, which in the cock are of a bluish 
cast ; in the hen, they are more inclining to a red. 
Their eggs, like their bodies, are speckled ; in our 
climate,, they lay but five or six in a season ; but 
they are far more prolific in their sultry regions at 
home. They are kept among us rather for show 
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Ain' 'i*8e; as ttieif flesh Is not much esiteeriied^ and 
as they give a good deal oftroable in the rearing. 


CHAP. VII. 

The Bmt&td, 

The Bustard is the largest hod-bird that is a 
native of Britain. It was once more numerous 
than it is at present ; but the increased cultivation of 
the country, and the extreme delicacy of itsr flesh, 
has greatly thinned the species ; so that a time may 
come when it may be doubted whether ever so large 
a bird was bred among us. It is probable that long 
before this the bustard would have been extirpated, 
but for its peculiar manner of feeding! Had it con- 
tinued to seek shelter among our woods, in propor- 
tion as they were cut down, it must have been de- 
stroyed. If in the forest, the fowler might approach 
it without being seen ; and 'the bird, from Us size, 
would be too great a mark to be easily missed. But 
it inhabits Only the open and extensive plain, where 
its food lies in abundance, and where every invader 
may be seen at a distance. 

The bustard is much larger than the turkey ; the 
male generally weighing from twenty-flve to twenty- 
seven pounds. The neck is a foot long, and the 
legs a foot and a half. The wings are not propor- 
tionate to the rtst of the body, being but four feel 
from the tip Of one to the other; for which reason, 
the bird flies with great difficulty. The head and 
neck of the male are ash-coloured ; the bafck is barred 



ISO ( A H1STOEY OF 

transversely with black, bright, and rust-colour. 
The greater quill feathers are black ; the belly 
white ; and the tail, which consists of twenty 
feathers, is marked with broad black bars. 

It would seem odd, as was hinted before, how so 
.large a land-bird as this could find shelter in so cul- 
tivated a country as England ; but the wonder will 
cease when we find it only in the most open countries, 
where there is scarcely any approaching without 
being discovered. They are frequently seen in 
flocks of fifty or more, in the extensive downs of 
Salisbury Plain, in the heaths of Sussex and Cam- 
bridgeshire, the Dorsetshire uplands, and so on as 
far as East Lothian in Scotland. In those extensive 
plains, .where there are no woods to screen the 
sportsman, nor hedges to creep along, the bustards 
enjoy an indolent security. Their food is composed 
of the berries that grow among the heath, and the 
large earth-worms that appear in great quantities 
on the downs before sun-rising in summer. It is in 
vain that the fowler creeps forward to approach 
them, they have always centinels placed at proper 
eminences, which are ever on the watch, aud warn 
the flock of the smallest appearauce, of danger. All 
therefore that is left the sportsman, is the comfort- 
less view of their distant security. He may wish, 
but they are in safety. 

It sometimes happens that these birds, though 
they are seldom shot by the gun, are often run down 
by grey hounds. As they are voracious and greedy, 
they often sacrifice their safety to their appetite, and 
feed themselves so Very fat, that they are unable to 
fly without great preparation. When the grey- 
hound, therefore, comes within a certain distance. 
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the bustard runs off flapping its wings, and endea- 
vouring to gathef ait enough under them to rise *; iff 
the mean time, the enemy approaches nearer and 
nearer, till it is too late for the bird even to think of 
obtaining safety by flight ; fbV just at thc rise there 
is always time lost, and of this the bird iS sensible; 
it continues, therefore, on the foot until it has got 
a sufficient way before the dog for flight, or until it 
is taken. 

As there are few places w here they can at once 
find proper food and security, so they generally con- 
tinue near their old haunts, seldom wandering above 
twenty or thirty miles from home. As their food is 
replete with moisture, it enables them to live? upon 
these dry plains, where there are scarcely any springs 
of water, a long time without drinking. Besides this. 
Nature has given the males an admirable magazine 
for their security against thirst. This is a poach, 
the entrance of which lies immediately under the 
tongue, and capable of holding near seven quarts 
of water. This is probably filled upon proper 
occasions, to supply the hen when sitting, or the 
young before they can fly.* 

Like all other birds of the poultry-kind, they 
change their mates at the season of incubation, 
which is about the latter end of summer. They 
separate in pairs if there be a sufficiency of females 
for the males : but when this happens to he other- 
wise, the males fight until one of them fells. Iu 

£* The size of this reservoir seems something exaggerated ; 
for with an addition of nearly fourteen pounds weight thrown 
forwards, the centre of gravity must be so much overbalanced 
as to*destroy its power of flight, and impede its running. About 
half this quantity seems a probable sufficiency for all its watiW-3 
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France, theyoften fled some of those victims to- 
gallantry dead in the .fields, and no doubt are not 
displeased pt the occasion. > , . 

t ; Tbey make their nests upon the ground, only just 
scraping a hole in the earth, and sometimes lining it 
with a little long grass or straw. There they lay 
two eggs only, almost of the size of a goose egg, of 
a pale olive brown, marked with spots of a darker 
colour They hatch for about five weeks, and tlie 
young ones run about as soon as they are out of the 
shell. 

The bustards assemble in flocks in the month of 
October, and keep together till April. In winter, 
as their food becomes more scarce, they support 
themselves indiscriminately by feeding on nudes, 
mice, and even little birds, when they can seize 
them. For want of other food, they are contented 
to live upon turnip-leaves and such like succulent 
vegetables. In some parts of Switzerland, they are 
found frozen in the fields in severe weather ,• but 
when taken , to a warm place they again recover. 
They usually live fifteen years, and are in capable 
of being propagated in a domestic state, as they 
probably want that food which best agrees with 
their appetite. 


CHAP. VIII. 


The GrSusse , and its Affinities. 

The, ‘Cock of the Wood, the Black Cock, the 
Grouse, and the Ptarmigan,— these are all birds of 
a similar nature, and chiefly found in heathy moun- 
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tains arid piny forests, at a distance from mankind? 
They might once indeed have been common 
enough all over England, when a great part Of the 
country was covered with heath ;■ hut at present 
their numbers are thinned: the two first of this 
kind are utterly unknown in the South, and ha*ve 
taken refuge in the Northern parts of Scotland, 
where the extensive heaths afford them security, 
and the forests shelter. " 

The cock of the wood is sometimes of the size of 
a turkey, and often weighs near fourteen pounds ? 
the black cock, of which the male is all over black, 
though the female is of the colour of a partridge, iis 
about the size of a hen, and, like the former, is 
only found with us in the Highlands of Scotland ; 
the grouse is about half as large again as a partridge, 
and its colour much hike that of a woodcock, but 
redder ; the ptarmigan is still somewhat less, and is 
of a pale brown or ash-colour. They are all 
distinguishable from other birds of the poultry kind, 
by a naked skin, of a scarlet colour, above the eyes, 
in the place and of the figure of eye-brows. 

It seems to be something extraordinary, that all 
the larger wild animals of every species choose the 
darkest and the inmost recesses of the Woods for 
their residence, while the smaller kinds come more 
into the open and cultivated parts, where there is 
more food and more danger. • It is thus with the 
birds I am describing ; while the coCk of the wood 
is seldom seen, except on the inaccessible parts of 
heathy mountains, or in the midst of piny forests, the 
grouse is found, in great numbers, in the neighbour^ 
hood of corn-fields where there is heath to afford re- 
treat and shelter. Their food too somewhat differs ; 
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while the smaller kind lives upon heath-blossom^ 
cranberries,, and corn, the larger feeds upon the 
cones of the pine-tree; and will sometimes entirely 
strip one tree, before it offers to touch those of 
another, though just beside him. In other respects, 
the manners of these birds are the same; being 
both equally simple in their diet, and licentious in 
their amours. 

The Cock of the Wood, for it is from him wc will 
take our description, is, as was said, chiefly fond of a 
mountainous and wooded situation. In winter he 
resides in the darkest and inmost part of the woods ; 
in summer he ventures down from his retreats, to 
make short depredations on the farmer’s corn. The 
delicacy of his flesh in some measure sets a high 
price upon his head ; and as he is greatly sought after, 
so he continues, when he comes down from the hills, 
always on his guard. Upon these occasions, he is 
seldom surprised ; and those who would take him, 
must venture up to find him in his native retreats. 

The cock of the wood, when in the forest, 
attaches himself principally to the oak and the pine- 
tree ; the cones. of the latter serving for his food, and 
the thick boughs for a habitation. He even makes 
a choice of what cones he shall feed upon ; for he 
sometimes will strip one tree bare before he will 
deign to touch the cones of another. He feeds also 
upon ants eggs, which seem a high delicacy to all 
birds of the poultry kind ; cranberries are likewise 
often found iu Ins crop ; and his gizzard, like that 
of domestic fowls, contains a quantity of gravel, for 
the purpose of assisting his powers of digestion. 

At earliest return of spring, this bird begins to 
feel the genial influence of the season. During the 
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month of March, the approaches of courtship are 
continued, and do not desist till the trees have ail 
their leaves, and the forest is in full bloom. During 
this whole season, the cock of the wood is seen at 
sun-rise and setting extremely active npon one of 
the largest branches of the pine-tree. With bis 
tail raised and expanded like a fan, and the winga 
drooping, he is seen walking backward and forward, 
his neck stretched out, his head swoln and red, 
and making a thousand ridiculous postures ; his cry, 
upon that occasion, is a kind of loud explosion, 
which is instantly followed by a noise like the 
whetting of a scythe, which ceases and commences 
alternately for about an hour, and is then terminated 
by the same explosion. 

During the time this singular cry continues, the 
bird seems entirely deaf, and insensible of every 
danger : whatever noise may be made near him, or 
even though fired at, he still continues his call ,* and 
this is the time that, sportsmen generally take to 
shoot him. Upon all other occasions, he is the most 
timorous and watchful bird in nature ; but now be 
seems entirely absorbed by his instincts ; and seldom 
leaves the place where he first begins to feel the 
accesses of desire. This extraordinary cry, which is 
accompanied by a clapping of the wings, is no 
sooner finished, than the female hearing it replies, 
approaches, and places herself under the tree, from 
whence the cock descends to impregnate her. The 
number of females that, on this occasion, resort to 
his call, is uncertain; but one male generally 
suffices for all. 

The female is much less than her mate, and 
entirely unlike him in plumage, so that she might be 
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mistaken for a bird of another species : she seldom 
lays more than six or seven eggs, which are white, 
and marked with yellow, of the size of a common 
hen's egg; she generally lays them in a dry place 
and a mossy ground, and hatches them without the 
company of the cock. When she is obliged, daring 
fee time of incubation, to leave her eggs in questor 
food, «he covers them up so artfully, with moss or 
dry leaves, that it is extremely difficult to discover 
them. On this occasion, she is extremely lame and 
tranquil, however wild and timorous in ordinary. 
She often keeps to her nest, though strangers 
attempt to drag her away. 

As soon as the young ones arc hatched, they are 
seen running with extreme agility after the mother, 
though sometimes they are not entirely disengaged 
from the shell. The hen leads them forward, for 
the first time, into the woods, shows them ants eggs, 
and the wild mountain-berries, which, while young, 
are their only food. As they grow' older, their 
appetites grow stronger, and they then feed upon 
the tops of hether and the cones of the pinc-trcc. 
In this manner they soon come to perfection ; they 
area hardy bird, their food lies every where before 
them, and it would seem that they should increase 
in great abundance. But this is not the case; their 
numbers are thinned by rapacious birds and beasts 
of every kind, and stiil more by their own salacious 
contests. 

As soon as the clutching is over, which the fe- 
male performs in the manner of a hen, the whole 
brood follows the mother for about a month or two ; 
at the end of which the young males entirely forsake 
her, and keep in great harmony together tMl the f 
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beginning of spring. At this season they begin, for 
the first time, to feel the genial access and then 
adieu to all their former friendships ! They begin 
.to consider each other , as rivals ; and the rage of 
Concupiscence quite extinguishes the spirit of society* 
They fight each other, like game cocks; and at 
that time are so inattentive to their own safety, that 
it often happens that two or three of them are killed 
at a shot. It is probable, that in these contests, the 
bird which comes off victorious, takes possession of 
the female seraglio, as it is certain that they have 
no faithful attachments*. 


ciiap. ix. 

Of the Partridge, and its Varieties. . 

The Partridge may be particularly considered as 
belonging to the sportsman. It is a bird which 
even our laws have taken under protection; and, ^ 
like a peacock or a lien, maybe ranked as a private 
property. The only difference now is, that we feed 
one in our farms, the other in our yards ; that these 
are contented captives ; those servants that have it 
in their power to change their master, by changing 
their habitation. 

“ These birds,” says Willughby, “hold the prin- 
" eipal place in the feasts and entertainments of 
“ princes ; without which their feasts are esteemed 
(t ignoble, vulgar, and of no account. The French- 
“ men do so highly value, and are so fond of the 

# This account of the Cock of the Wood Is taken front the 
Journal CEconomique, and may be relied on. ' ' 
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<f partridge, that if they be wanting, they utterly 
" alight and despise the best spread tables ; as if 

there could be no feast without them.” But 
however this might be in the times of our historian, 
the partridge is now too common in France to be 
considered as a delicacy ; and this, as well as every 
other simple dish, is exploded for luxuries of a more 
compound invention. 

In England, where the partridge is much scarcer, 
and a great deal dearer, it is still a favourite deli- 
cacy at (he tables of the rich : and the desire of 
keeping it to themselves, has induced them to make 
laws for its preservation, no way harmonizing with 
the general spirit of English legislation. What ran be 
more arbitrary than to talk of preserving the game ; 
which, when defined, meags no more than that the 
poor shall abstain from what the rich have taken a 
fancy to keep for themselves ? If these birds could, 
like a cock or hen, be made legal property ; could 
they be taught to keep within certain districts, and 

' only feed on those grounds that belong to the man 
whose entertainments they improve, it then might, 
with some show of justice, be admitted, that as a 
man fed them, so he might claim them. Bat this is 
not the case; nor is it in any man’s power to lay a 
restraint upon the liberty of these birds, that, when 
let loose, put no limits to their excursions. They 
feed every where, upon every man s ground ; and 
no man can say. These birds are fed only by me. 
Those birds which are nourished by all, belong to 
all; nor can any one man, or any set of men, lay 
claim to them, when still continuing in a state of 
nature. 

* 1 never walked out about tbe environs of Paris, 
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that I did not consider the immense quantity of 
game that was running almost tame on every side of 
me, as a badge of the slavery of the people ; and 
what they wished me to observe as an object of 
triumph, I always regarded with a kind of secret 
compassion : yet this people have no game-laws for 
the remoter parts of the kingdom ; the game is only 
preserved in a few places for the king, and is free 
in most places else. In England, the prohibition 
is general ; and the peasant has not a right to what 
’even slaves, as he is taught to call them, are found 
to possess. 

Of partridges there are two kinds ; the grey and 
the red. The red partridge is the largest of the two, 
and often perches upon trees ; the grey, with which 
we are. best acquainted in England, is most prolific, 
and always keeps on tlie ground. 

The partridge seems to be a bird well known all 
over the world, as it is found in every country, and 
in every climate ; as well in the frozen regions about 
the pole, as the torrid tracts under the equator. It 
even seems to adapt itself to the nature of the cli- 
mate where it resides. In Greenland, the partridge, 
which is brown in summer, as soon os the icy winter 
sets in, begins to take a covering suited to the 
season : it is then clothed with a warm down be- 
neath ; and its outward plumage assumes the colour 
of the snows amongst which it seeks its food. Thus 
it is doubly fitted for the place, by the warmth and 
the colour of its plumage ; the one to defend it from 
the cold, the other to prevent its being noticed by 
the enemy. Those of Barukonda, on the other hand, 
are longer legged, much swifter of foot, and choose 
the highest rocks and precipices to reside in. 
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They all, however, agree in : one character, ©f 
being immoderately addicted to veuery ; and, as 
some writers affirm, often to a n un natu ral degree. 
It is certain, the male will pursue the hen even to 
ber nest ; and will break her eggs, rather than not 
indulge his inclinations. Though the young ernes 
have kept together ia flocks during the winter, 
when they begin to pair in spring, their society dis- 
perses ; .and combats, very terrible with respect to 
each other, ensue. Their manners, in other circum- 
stances, resemble all those of poultry in general ; * 
but their cunning and instincts seem superior to 
those of the larger kinds. Perhaps, as they Jive iu 
the very neighbourhood of their enemies, they have 
more frequent occasion to put their little arts in 
practice ; and learn, by habit, the means of evasion 
or safety. Whenever, therefore, a dog, or oilier 
formidable animal approaches their nest, the female 
uses every means to draw him away. She keeps 
just before him, pretends to be incapable of flying, 
just hops up and then falls down before him, but 
never goes off so far as to discourage her pursuer. 
At length, when she has drawn him entirely away, 
from her secret treasure, she at once takes wing, 
and fairly leaves him to gaze after her in despair. 

After the danger is over, and the dog withdrawn, 
she then calls her young, who assemble at once at 
her cry, and follow where she leads them. There 
are generally from ten to fifteeen in a covey ; and, 
if umnolested, they live from fifteen to seventeen 
years. 

There are several methods of taking them, as b 
well known ; that by which they are taken in a net, 
with a setting dog, is the most pleasant, as well gst 
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fee fa^t*ecsare. The dog, as eveiybidybwoWsV » 
trained to thi9 ^«m«e, by a jang «ouiwe ofedoea- 
tmm by blow* and caresses he iataughttolk down; 
at foe word of command ; a partridge is shown him,- 
and he is then ordered to fiedowtr; be is brought 
into the field, and when the aportsman pereerves 
where the covey lies, be orders hfc dog tdeibuch r 
at length the dog, from habit> crouches wbefeverhd 
approaches a covey ; and this is the signal which, 
the sportsman receives for unfolding and covering 
the birds with his net. A covey thus caught, is 
sometimes fed in a place proper for theirreceptionj 
but they can never be thoroughly tamed, See the 
rest of our domestic poultry. < ■■ 


CHAP. X. 

The Quail. 

The last of the poultry kind that I shall mention 
is the Quail ; a bird much smaller than any of the 
former, being not above half the size of a partridge. 
The feathers of the head are black, edged with 
rusty brown ; the breast is of a pale yellowish red, 
spotted with black ; the feathers on the back are 
marked with lines' of pale yellow, and the legs are 
of a pale hue: Except in the colours thus described, 
and foe size, it every way resembles a partridge in 
shape, and, except that it is a bird of passage, all 
others of -the poultry kind, in its habits and nature. 

The goad is by ali known to be a bird of pas-* 
sage; and yet:if we consider ha heavy manner of 
vox. IV. M 
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flypg* aud its dearth of plumage with respect to 
ito corpulence, we shall b« surprised ,how a birdeo 
apparentlyill qualified for migration, should take 
*uch extensive journeys. Nothing however is mease 
certain : " When we sailedfrom Rhodes to Alexan- 
/' dria/’ says Belloniua, “ about autumn; many 
■f‘ quails, flying from the north to the south, were 
" taken in our ship ; and sailing at spring-time the 
^contrary way, from the sooth to the north, I ob- 
" served them on their return, when many of them 
" were taken in the same manner.” This account 
is confirmed by many others; who aver, that they 
choose a north wind for these adventures ; the south 
wind being very unfavourable, as it retards their 
flight by moistening their plumage. They then fly 
two by two ; continuing, when their way lies over 
land, to go faster by night than by day ; and to fly 
very high, to avoid being surprised or set upon by 
birds of prey; However, it still remains a doubt 
whether quails take such long journies as Bellonius 
has made them perform. It is now asserted by 
some, that the quail only migrates from one province 
of a country to another. For instance, in England, 
they fly from the inland counties to those bordering. 
On the sea, and continue there all the winter. If 
frost or snow drive them out ©f the stubble fields or 
marshes, they then retreat to the sea side, shelter 
themselves among the weeds, and live upon what is 
thrown up from the sea upon shore. Particularly 
in Essex, the time of their appearance upon the 
coasts of that country exactly coincides with their 
disappearance from the more internal parts of the 
kingdom ; so that what has been said of their long 
flights, is probably not so well founded as is gene- 
rally supposed. / ; 



THE P&tJLTRY KIND. j#gf 

! ThSsfe birds are much less prolific ihaflthe par- 
tridge, seldom laying more than six or seven whitish 
eggs; marked with ragged, : rust* coloured spots. 
But their ardour in courtship yields? scarcely to any 
other bird, as they are fierce had ertfeidt that season 
to each other, fighting most desperately, and (a 
punishment they richly deserve) being at that time 
Veryeasily taken.' Quail-fighting was a favourite 
amusement among the Athenians.; they abstained 
from the flesh of this bird, deeming it unwholesome, 
as supposing that it fed upon the white hellebore ; 
but they reared great numbers of them, for the 
pleasure of seeing them fight ; and staked sums of 
money, as we do with regard to cocks, upon the 
success of the combat. Fashion, however, has at 
present changed with regard to this bird; we tafcg 
no pleasure in its courage, but its flesh is considered 
as a very great delicacy. 

Quails are easily caught by a call : the fowler, 
early in the morning, having spread bis net, bides 
himself under it, among the corn : he then imitates 
the voice of the female, with Kis quail-pipe, which 
the cock hearing, approaches' with the utmost 
assiduity ; when he has got under the net, the 
fowler then discovers himself, and terrifies the 
quail, who, attempting to get away, entangles him- 
self the more itr the net, and is taken. The quail 
may thus very well serve to illustrate the old adage. 
That every passion, carried to an inordinate excess, 
will at last lead to ruin. 
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CHAP. XI. 

[ The Trumpeter. 

In this place it may be proper to mention this 
curious bird, as it seems, both in its formation and 
manners, to approach nearest to the poultry kind. 
It is a native of the dry mountainous forests of South 
America ; it is about the size of a large fowl. The 
general plumage of its body is black, with the lore 
part of the neck and upper part of the breast of a 
fine glossy changeable green. The bill is yellowish 
green, moderately long, with the upper mandible 
a little convex. The legs arc greenish, naked and 
scaly a little above the knees, with three toes placed 
before and one behind. 

The Trumpeter, so called from the singular 
noise it makes, is easily domesticated, and discovers 
a great degree of attachment to those who take 
notice of and feed it. When bred in the house, it 
loads its master w ith caresses, and follows him up 
and down like a dog : ami if it takes a dislike to 
any person, it will pursue them to a great distance 
biting their legs, and exhibiting every mark of 
displeasure. M. Vosmaer'i elates, that he reared one 
himself, and Itad frequent opportunities of expe- 
riencing its affection. ” When 1 opened its cage,” 
says he, “ in the morning, the kind animal hopped 
round me, expanding both its wings and trumpet-, 
ing, as if to wish me good morning. He showed 
equal attention, when I went out and returned; for 
no sooner did he perceive meat a distance, than he 
ran to meet me ; and even when I happened to be in 
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a boat, and set my foot on shore, he welcomed me 
with the same comjdknents,|Vvhich he reserved for 
me alone, and never bestowed upon others.” So 
jealous is he of securing” the whole attentions of his 
master, that when he follows him into a room, l*e 
immediately drives away all the ddgs apd cats firoih 
the rotim, and even bites the lags of the’ attendants 
if they cbtne near him. It has'like^lse iJ a h&Hit'bf 
fotlowing pedple through the streets, and bdt df lfie 
town; even thOSe whom they have ‘never’’ s&ft 
before ; and so difficult is jt to ^ ind f of these 
troublesome attendants, that if a person enters a 
house, they will wait his return, and again' join him 
and pursue him with their clamorous noiSe, after 
an interval of some hours. . If a person, to escape 
from them, take to his heels, the birds will likewise 
set out running, and as their motion is quick, they 
always get before him ; and when the persecuted 
fugitive stops, they will stop also. The sound they 
utter has been likened to the doleful noise made by 
a glass trumpet which the Dutch bakers use to 
inform their customers when the bread Comes out 
of the oVfen. In a state of nature, they associate in 
numerous flocks, feed on wild fruits, and walk and 
run with great swiftness. j 
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CHAP. I. 

' * 

Birds of the Pie Kind. 

In marshalling our army of the feathered creation, 
vve have placed in the van a race of birds long bred 
to war, and whose passion is slaughter; in the 
centre we have placed the slow and heavy laden, that 
are usually brought into the held to be destroyed ; 
we now come to a kind of light infantry, that 
partake something of the spirit of the two former, 
and yet belonging to neither. In this class we must 
be content to marshal a numerous irregular tribe, 
variously armed, with different pursuits, appetites, 
and manners ; not formidably formed for war, and 
yet generally delighting in mischief ; not slowly and 
usefully obedient, and yet without any professed 
enmity to the rest of their fellow- ten ants of air. 

To speak without metaphor, under this class of 
birds we may arrange all that noisy, restless, chat- 
tering, tcizing tribe, that lies between the hen and 
the thrush, that, from the size of the raven down 
to that of the wood-pecker, flutter round our 
habitations, and, rather with the spirit of pilferers 
than of robbers, make free with the fruits of human 
industry. 

Of all the other classes, this seems to be that 
which the least contributes to furnish out the plea, 
sures or supply the necessities of man. The falcon 
hunts for him ; the poultry tribe supply him with 
luxurious food; and the little sparrow rare delight 
him with the melody of their warblings. The crane 
kind make a studied variety in his entertainments ; 
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a«d.the dassof docks are not only many ofthem 
delicate in their flesh ; but extreraelyuspful for their 
feathers. JBut in the class of the pie kind there Are 
few except the pigeon that are aqy, way usefuL 
They serve rather to teize man than, to assist, oy 
amuse him. Like faithless servants, they are fond 
of his neighbourhood, because they mostly live by 
his labour ; but their chief study is what they can 
plunder |n his absence, while their deaths, make 
him no atonement for their depredations. , 

But though, with respect to man, this whole class 
is rather noxious than beneficial ; though he may con- 
sider them in this light, as false, noisy, troublesome 
neighbours, yet, with respect to each other, no 
class of birds are so ingenious, so active, or so well 
fitted for society. Could we suppose a kind of mo- 
rality among birds, we should find tltat these are 
by for the most industrious, the most faithful, the 
most constant, and the most connubial. The ra- 
pacious kinds drive out their young before they 
are fit to struggle with adversity ; but the pie kind 
cherish their young to the last. The poultry class 
are faithless and promiscuous in their courtship ; 
but these live in pairs, and their attachments are 
wholly confined to each other. The sparrow kind 
frequently overleap the bounds of Nature, and make 
illicit varieties; but these never. They live in har- 
mony with each other,; every species is true to its 
kind, and transmits an unpolluted race to posterity. 

As other kinds build in rocks or upon the ground, 
the chief place where these build is in trees or 
bushes ; the male takes his share in the labours of 
building the nest, and often relieves bis mate in ttys 
duties of incubation. Both take this office by turns ; 



^ ‘to ■ xim •' itiv 

ifn^t wlifee the yodujiphre ate equally 

adtfoWfjji making tfi^fch ; iii^^pwii^ni''' •'•'* 

^‘ j, 'iuc8*i«f|i jpilftd ■in thfeit? 
dwteliW’j^wfcifoil kldddf W- 

|ublicih form of govetfcrfoertt established amofig 
them. They watch n<rt only fdt the^eneifaf safety, 
but for that of eVery other bird of the 1 grove. 'How 
often ftave'VVe, seen a fowler, stewing in <n|««i i 
flock of ducks or wild geeSe, *distftthe& by r ’*-tlie 
alarming note Of a crow or a ^magpie » its Single 
Voice gate the whole thoughtless tribe warnihgfi and 
taught them in good time to look to their Safety, » 
Nor are these birds less remarkable for their in- 
stincts than their capacity for instruction; '“''There 
is an apparent cunning orarchness in the look of 
the whole tribe ; land i hate seen crows and ravens 
taught to fetch and carry With the docility of a 
spaniel. Indeed it is often an exercise that without 


teaching all this tribe are but too fond of. Every 
body knows what a passion they have for shining 
Substances, and such toys Us sbrtte of us put a value 
upon. jji. whole family has beset* alarmed at the 
loss of a ring ; every servant has beeh accused, and 
every creature in the house, conscious of their own 
innocence, suspected each other, when, to the utter 
surprise of all, it has been found in the nest of a 
tafne magpie or a jack -daw that nobody had ever 
thought of. * ■ 

However, as this class is very numerous, it it hot 
to be Supposed that the manners are alike in all. 
Some, such as the pigeon, are gentle and serviceable 
to than; Others are noxious, capricious, and neWjP. 
I^.a few general characters they all agree ; natiiefyt 
i^itiving hoarse Voiced, slight active bodies; llbd'4 
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’ It is hot to be expected that in this sketch of the 
great magsixine of Nature we can stop singly to con- 
template every object. To describe the number 
that offers would be tedious, and the similitude 
that one bears another would make the history dis- 
gusting. As an historian in relating the actions of 
some noble people does not stop to give the character 
of every private man in the army, but only of such 
as have been distinguished by their cohduct, courage, 
or treachery ; so should the historian of Nature 
only seize upon the most striking objects before 
him ; and, having given one common account of 
the most remarkable, refer the peculiarities of the 
rest to their general description. 


CHAP. II. 

Of the Raven, the Crow, and their Affinities. 

The Raven, the Carrion-Crow, and the Rook, 
are '.birds so welt known, that a long description 
would tiat obscure our ideas of them. The faven 
is the largest of the three, and distinguished from 
the rest not orily by his size, but by his bill 1 beiftg 
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they, ^re^ not ; epsdy distinguished ^undpr..; , TJ^Or 
clnef diffiercBce to ,b^'^’rid ( '|jlety^ t|em lies’ 
the biij.'pf tjie, !rdok ; '_,^h : icfj fi .„'by; fi^fn^jtly /; b$ng 
thrust into the ground Jto’f^V out ^rubs aj^pr^ 
worms, is hare Of feathers as far ds thi? pjie|* ^na 
appears; of a whitish cofopr. It differs 'also itt/jfoe 
purple splendour or gloss of its feathers, which jp 
the carrion crow are of a more dirty black. .J$ur,!s 
it amiss to make these distinctions, .as the JW& h$$ 
but too frequently suffered fpr its similitude yo the 
carrion-crow ; and thus a harmless bird, that feeds 
only upon insects and corn, has been destroyed for 
another that feeds upon carrion, and is often de- 
structive among young poultry. , 

The manners of the raven and the carrion-crow 
are . exactly similar ; they both feed upon carrion ; 
they fly only in pairs ,* and will destroy other birds* 
if they can take them by surprise. But it is very 
different with the rook, the daw, and the -Cornish 
chough, which may be all ranked in this order. They 
are sociable and harmless ; they live only upon in- 
sects and grain ; and wherever they are, instead of 
injuring other birds, they seem centinels for the 
whole feathered creation 4 It will be proper, there- 
fore, to describe these two sorts according to their 
respective appetites, as they have nothing in com- 
mon hut the very strong similitude they boar to each 
other in their colour and formation. 

The ravcni is a bird found jyp every region of fos 
w^rid; > . > strong' and hu?dy,,he is.unipfluenced |y,thp 
$f||e weather,; and when otlier 



m A HISTORY OF 

«Minb«ki?; with thebal^or pining with femme, the 
'lltwea . -is active and healthy, busily employed in 
prowling far prey, or sporting in the coldest atmo- 
sphere. / As the heats at the line do not oppress 
him, -so he bears the cold of the polar couofrres with 
equal indifference. He is sometimes indeed seen 
milk-white, and this may probably he the effect of 
the rigorous climates of the north. It is most likely 
that this change is wrought upon him as uponmost 
other animals in that part of the world, where tbteipr 
robes, particularly in winter, assume the colour of 
the Country they inhabit. As in old age, when the 
natural heat decays, the hair grows grey, and at 
fast white, so among these animals the cold of the 
climate may produce a similar Janguishmcnt of 
colour, and, may shut up those pores that conveyed 
the tincturing fluids to the extremest parts of the 
body. 

However this may be, white ravens are often 
shown among us, which, I have heard some say, 
are rendered thus by art ; and this we could readily 
suppose if they were as easily changed in their 
colour as they are altered in their habits and dispo- 
sitions. A raven may be reclaimed to almost every 
purpose to which birds can he converted. He may 
he trained up for fowling like a hawk; he may 
be taught to fetch and carry like a spaniel ; he may 
be taught to speak like a parrot ; but the most 
extraordinary of all is, that he can be tauglit to sing 
like a man. I have heard a raven sing the Black 
Joke with great distinctness, truth, and humour * 

(* Attire seat of die earl of Aylesbury in Wiltshire, a tame rtfam, 
that had been' taught to speak, used to ramble about in the park : 
there he wo* commonly attended and beset with crows, rooks, 
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*i lwdee*^^eii the raven is taken ar adomeslic, 
he has many qualities that render him extremely 
Busy, inquisitive, and impudent, be goes 
«very where/ affronts «»d drives off the dogs, plays 
lits pranks on the poultry, and is r particularly 
assidnoas in cultivating the good-wU| of the cook- 
maid, who seems to be the favour ite of thd family. 
But then, with the amusing qualities of a favourite, 
lie often also has the vices and defect* 
glutton by nature, and a thief by 
not confine himself to petty depredations on the 
pantry or the larder ; he soars at more magnificent 
plunder; at spoils that he can neither exhibit nor 
enjoy ; but which, like a raiser, he restessrfsfied 
with hairing the satisfaction of sometimes visiting 
and contemplating in secret. A piece ©f money, 
a tea-spoon; or a ring, are always tempting baits to 
his avarice; these he will slily seize upon, aridif 
not watched will carry to his favourite lade. 

In his wild state, the raven is an active and 
greedy plunderer. Nothing comes amiss, to him ; 
whether his prey be living or long dead, it is all the 
same, be fells to with a voracious appetite ; and 
when he has gorged himself, flies to acquaint his 
fellows that they may participate of the spoil. If 
the carcase be already in the possession of some 
more powerful animal, a wolf, a fox, or a dog,* 
the raven sits at a little distance, content, to. con- 
tinue a humble spectator till they have done. If 

and others of his inquisitive tribe. When a considerable number 
of these were collected round him, he would lift op Ins head, and 
wipt a hoarse and hollow voice shout out the word Holla ! ‘Xhfe 
would instantly put to flight and disperse his sable , bcethajep, ; 
jrfoUe the wven seemed to enjoy the fright he had occasjjw^ j 
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iojhis flight»h« perceives nofaopes crfcarrjon, (and 
bis went isso exquisite that-he eansme|l it at a 
vast distance,) he then contents himself with more? 
unsavoury food, fruits, insects, and the accidental 
desert of a dunghill, v.- 

This bird chiefly builds its nest in trees, aadlays 
five or six eggs of a pale green colour, marked with 
small brownish spots. They live sometimes in pairs, 
add sometimes they frequent in great numbers the. 
neighb^lrhood of populous cities, where they are 
useful in devouring those carcases that would other- 
wise putrefy and infect the air. They build in high 
trees or old towers, in the beginning of March with 
us in England; and sometimes sooner, as the spring 
is more or less advanced for the season. But it is 
not always near .towns that they fix their retreats : 
they often build in unfrequented places, and drive 
all other birds from their vicinity. They will not 
permit even their young to keep in the same dis- . 
trict, but drive them off when they are sufficiently 
able to shift for themselves, Martin, in bis descrip- 
tion of the Western Isles, avers that there are three 
little islands among the number, whichare occupied 
by a pair of ravens each, that drive off all other 
birds with great cries and impetuosity. 

( Notwithstanding the injury these birds do in 
picking out the eyes of Sheep and lambs, when they 
find them sick and helpless, a vulgar respect is paid 
them ; as being the birds that fed the prophet Elijah 
in tile wilderness. This prepossession in favour of 
the raven is of very ancient date, as the Romans 
themselves, who thought the bird ominous; paid it, 
from motives of fear, the most profound veneration. 
One of these that tod been kept in the temple of 
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the emperor Tiberius and the ndrolfif^Tbyarfemily; ; 
Thfe t&ilocWas beginning to^rbw rteb by thosb who 
earth H»*iifefe -tSfe Mi* ‘<dnVfotis' 

neighbour, displeased at' the tailor's success, killed 
tbebifd, arid dq?rived thetailor of bis future ‘hope#' 
of fcRune. ' Tie Romans, however, took the poor 1 
tailor’s part ; they punished the man Who offered 
thb injury, and gave the raveii'afthe hodotrrfof a 
munificent interment. x 

Birds in general live longer than quadrupeds y : an d' 
the raven is said to he one of the most king-lived of 
the number. Hesiod asserts' that a raven will live 
nine times as long as a roan ; but though this is 
fabulous, it is certain that some of them have been 
known to live near a hundred years. This animal 
seems possessed of those qualities that generally 
produce longevity; a good appetite, and great 
exercise. In clear weather, the ravens fly in pairs 
to a great height, making a deep loud noise, 
different from that of their usual croaking. 

The carrion-crow resembles the raven in ils ap- 
petites, its laying, and manner of bringing up its 
young. It only differs in being less bold, less 
docile, and less favoured by mankind. 

The rook leads the way in another, but a more 
harmless train, that have no carnivorous appetites, 
but only feed upon insects and com. The Royston 
crow is aboutthe size ofthe two former. The breast, 
belly, back, and upper part ofthe neck, being of or 
pale ash-colour ; the head and wings glossed 
rot. iv. n 
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with a fine Wufe: He is a bird of paSiage, visiting 
this kingdom in the beginning Of whit erra nd leaving " 
it in the spring. He breeds, however; -id different 
parts of the British dominions/ hiid ' his ?nOst ; itf 1 
common enough in trees in Ireland; The jack- 
daw is black, like alt the former, butash-Colbured 
on the breast and betbf* He is nbt aboVe thosSae 
of a pigeon. He is docile and loquacious. His 
head is large for the size of his body, which, as ha* 
been remarked, argues him ingenious and crafty. 
He builds in steeples, old castles, and high rocks, 
laying five or six eggs in a season: The Cornish 
chough is like a jack-daw, but bigger, and almost 
the size of a crow. The bill, feet, and legs, are like 
those of a jack-daw, but of a red colour ; and the 
plumage is black all over. It frequents rocks, old 
castles; and churches, by the sea-side, like the daw ; 
and with the same noisy assiduity. It is only seen 
along the western coasts of England. These are 
birds very similar in their manners, feeding on 
grain and insects, living in society, and often 
suffering general castigation from the flock for the 
good of the community. 

The rook, as is well known, builds in woods and 
forests in the neighbourhood of man, and some- 
times makes choice of groves in the vdry midst of 
cities for the place of its retreat and security. In 
these it establishes a kind of legal constitution, by 
which all intruders are exeladed from coining to 
live among them* and none suffered to build bat 
acknowledged natives of the place, I have often 
amused myself with observing their plan ofpoliey 
from m^ window in the Temple, that looks upon a 
grove where they have made a colony in the midst 



THE FiEvKIHD. , ' m 

of th««ity* ^®®®n«ewent of, spring, the. 

rodkeary,! which during the cf<^.tjnwa*ice of winter 
seemed; to have been deserted, .of only guarded by 
abou^five m, six, like old sohhers in », garrison, now 
begins to be oncemore frequented ; and in a short 
time all hasik and huri^r eg, businesses fairly 
commenced. Where these numbers residedduring 
the winter, is not easy to guess ; perhaps in the 
trees of hedge-rows, to be nearer their food. In 
spring, however, they cultivate their native trees ; 
and, in the places where they, were themselves 
hatched, they prepare to propagate a future 
progeny,. ■ , - t 

They keep together in pairs; and when the 
offices of courtship are over, they prepare for ranki ng 
their nests and laying. The old inhabitants of the 
place are all already ‘ provided; the nest which 
served them for years before, with a little trimming 
and dressing, will serve very well again ; the diffi- 
culty of nestling lies only upon the young ones who 
have no nest, and must therefore get up one as well 
as they can. But pot only the materials 1 are .want- 
ing, but also the place in which to fix it; Every 
part of a tree will not do for this purpose, as some 
branches may not be sufficiently forked ; others may 
not be sufficiently strong ; and still others may be 
too much exposed to the rockings of the wind. The 
male and female upon this occasion are, for some 
days, seen examining all the trees of the grove very 
attentively ; and when they have . fixed upon a 
branch that seems. ht for their purpose, they con- 
tinue to;«it upon and observe it /Very sedulously for, 
two op three days longer, The place being thus 
determined upon, they begin to gather the materials 

n s 
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such as sticks a®4 fibrous .fpoBt, 
WW$$4 tpey regularly 'dispose in the most substantial 
manner. But here a new and unexpected obstacle 
arise?. It often happens tl»t ,'Um. . yoipng couple 
have made choice of' a place to© near the Mansion 
oT an oldpr pair, who do not choose to be incom- 
moded by such troublesome neighbours. A quarrel 
therefore inatantiy ensues ; in which the old ones 
are always victorious. 

The young couple, thus expelled, are obliged 
again to go through the fatigues of deliberating, 
examining, and choosing ; and having taken care to 
keep their due distance, the nest begins again, and 
their industry deserves commendation. Bat their 
alacrity is often too great in the beginning ; they 
spon grow weary of bringing the materials of their 
nest from distant places ; and they very easily per- 
ceiye that sticks may be provided nearer home, with 
less honesty indeed, but some degree of address. 
Away they go, therefore, to pilfer as fast as they 
can ; and wherever they see a nest unguarded, they 
take care to rob it of the very choicest sticks of 
which it is composed. But these thefts never go 
unpunished; and probably upon complaint being 
made, there is a general punishment inflicted. I 
have seen eight or, ten rooks come upon such occa- 
sions; and setting upon the new nest of , the young 
couple all at once, tear it in pieces in a moment. 

At length, therefore, the young pair find the ne- 
cessity of going more regularly and honestly to work. 
‘Wlufe one flies to fetch the materials, the other site 
upon the tree to guard it ; and thus in the space of 
three or four days, with a skirmish now and then 
between,tfopair have fitted up a cdmihotflotis nesf:* 
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uottipbsisii of sticks Without, anil of fibfous roots 
and grksi'-'Wiyi'^- febiale 

icr toy/ ^datfllfies are' ufl ‘ati h efti : , nitt' on e 
■of 'irt>6' wfiwr 1 ' tiffed belt 

sb rudely, will titor vbntbre tt> cnoieat ; #b that she 
brings fprih bfood , w^i'' / ||kti<sBt tranuuHlity. 
Sidcti r, ''js like" 'haidVfe rboka 
irb tr^ed\ by '<$!(& others ‘iiffli if'-'i' 1 foreign rodk 
should attempt to make himself a denizen oftheir 
society, he, ’would meet with no favour ; the whole 
gro# Would at once he up in arnis against him, 
add eftjml him without mercy '.* ■ 

It sfuiie countries these birds are considered as a 
benefit, in others as a nuisance : their chief food ia 
the worm of the dor-beetle, and corn ; thus they may 
he said to do as much, service by destroying that 

C* Mr.’ Hutchinson, in his History of Cumberland; relates a 
remarkable anecdote of this sagacious community, which oc- 
curred at the seat of Daniel Wilson, Esq. in Westmoreland. . 

There were two groves adjoining to the park ; one of which 
had for many years been the annual resort of a number of herons ; 
and the other contained a large rookery. For a long time these 
two tribes lived peaceably together: but in the spring of the year 
1775, the trees of the heronry were cut down, and theyoung brood 
perished by the fall of the timber. The parent birds, not wiling 
to be driven from their ancient abode, endeavoured to effect a 
settlement in the rookery. The Rooks made an obstinate re* 
sistance, but after a desperate contest, in tbe course of which 
many- of the Rooks nnd some of the Herons lost their lives,. the 
latter at last succeeded in obtaining possession of some ..of the 
trees; and that very spring built their nests afresh. The next 
season a similar conflict took place ; which, IHte the former, ended 
in the victory of the Herons over the Rooks : since this time, 
peace seems to have been agreed upon between them i the Rooks 
have relinquished part of the grove to the Herons, to which part 
silane they confipe themselves ; and the WO communities apg«t t 
to Jive together ia as much hamony as bbRirie tl* dkptt*.} 
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noxious insect, as they do injury by consuming the 
produce of the husbandmans industry. 

To this tribe of the crow kind, some foreign sorts 
might be added: 1 will take fttttice o^ly of one, 
which; frbm the extraordinary size and fetfiion n^cks 
bill; must not be parsed id Sikhce. ‘Thte is 4 fe f (balfao, 
or hiOrned Indian T Jra#fo, 

men in size, and habits of depredation. But what 
he differs in from ail other birds is the beak, which, 
by its length and curvature at the end, appears 
designed for rapine ; but then it has a! kind of hom 
standing out from the top, which looks somewhat 
like a second bill, and gives this bird, otherwise 
f fierce and ugly, a very formidable appearance. The 
horn springs out of the forehead, and grows to the 
upper part of the bill, being of great bulk ; so that 
near the forehead it is four inches broad, not unlike 
the horn of the rhinoceros, but more crooked at the 
tip. Were the body of the bird answerable in size 
to the head, the calao would exceed in magnitude 
even -the vulture or the eagle. But the head and 
beak are out of all proportion; the body being nbt 
much larger than that of a ben. Yet even here 
there are varieties ; for in such of those birds as 
come firom different parts of Africa, the body is 
proportiohable to the beak ; in such as come from 
the Molucca islands, the beak bears no proportion 
to the body. Of what use this extraordinary ex- 
crescence is (o the bird, is not easy to determine; 
It lives, like others of its kind, upon carrion, and 
seldom has a living enemy to Cope with : Nature 
seepis fo sport in the productibn of many animals, 
as if ihe were willing to exhibit instances aa well 
' of var&i/W eedaoroy in their ^ 
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Of the Magjm, wiid its Affinities, ' v.;-*;-. ■ 
\ f ;,«■ ‘ ■'• 5" ^is^byy'- b > ,: >< 

. distributed under this ppt expect 

wj ^recisje. ideas , of ji^0tp|gg&t 

strong bill, log# formed lor boppiag, a bpdyof 
about the size of a magpie, and party-coloured 
.plumage, are the only marks by which I must be 
contented , to distinguish this numerous fantastic 
tribe, that add to the beauty, though not to the 
harmony of our landscapes. In factjtheir chattering 
every where disturbs the melody of the 
warblers; and their noisy courtship not a 
damps the song of the* linnet and the nightingale! 

However, we have very few of this kind in our 
woods, compared to those in the neighbourhood of 
the line. There they not only paint the scene with 
the beauty. and the variety of their plumage, but 
stun the ear with their vociferation. In those 
luxurious forests, the siaging-birds are scarcely ever 
heard, but a hundred varieties of the pie, the jay, 
the roller, the chatterer, and the toucan, are 
continually in motion, and with their illusive 
mockeries disturb or divert the spectator, as he 
happens to be disposed. , , 1> , "■> 

The Magpie is the ch ief of this kind with us, , and 
is too well known to need a description,. Indeed, 
were its other accomplishments equal tofts beauty, 
few birds could be put in competition. Its black, 
its white, its green and purple, with the rich Mid 
gilded combination of the glosses on its teiJ, are as 
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fine as any that adorn the most beautiful, of the 
ft^tfthdred *tril>&* But it Ijjnui qualities 

of to depreciate tliese, patted* perfections.; 

sr*t|tt,' restless, loud, add an ou- 

$elcome intruder every w^iery;. .pud, never, .misses 
an bpportunity. When it finds one, of doing mischief. 

The magpie bears a great resemblance to the 
butcher-bird in its bill, which has a sharp process 
near the endof the upper chap, as well as in the 
shortness df its wings, and the form of the tail, each 
feather shortening from the two middlemost. But 
it agrees still more in its food, living not only upon 
worms dnd insects, but also upon small birds when 
they can be seized. A wounded lark, . or a young 
Chicken separated from the hen, are sure plunder ; 
and the magpie will even sometimes set upon and 
strike a black -bird.* 

The same insolence prompts it to teize the largest 
animals when its insults can be offered with security. 
They often are seen perched upon the back of an 
ox or a sheep, pecking up the insects to be found 
, there, chattering and tormenting the poor animal 
at the same time, and stretching out their necks 
for combat, if the beast turns its head, backward 
to reprehend him. They seek out also the neats 
of birds; and, if the parent escapes, the,, eggs 
make up for the deficiency : the thrush , and the 
black-bird are but too frequently robbed by this 
assassin, and this in some measure causes their 
scarcity. 

No food seems to come amiss to this bird; jut 
shares with ravens in their carrion, withrooksin 
their grain, and with the cuckoo in birds eggs : but 
it seenwpossfcssed of a providence seldom ufual 
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with gluttons ; for when it is satisfied for the pre- 
sent, it lays up the remainder of the feast for another 
occasion. Itwiileven in a tame state hide its food 
when it bas done eating, and after a time return to 
the secret hbard with renewed appetite and vocife- 
ration. '' V i '• ... ■ 

In all its habits it discovert dag ree of initmct 
unusual to other birds. Its nest is not less remark- 
able for the manner in which it is composed than 
for the place the magpie takes to buHd it in. The 
nest is usually placed, conspicuous enough, either in 
the middle of some hawthorn hush, or on the top of 
some high tree. The place, however, is always 
found difficult of access ; for the tree pitched upon, 
usually grows in some thick hedge-row, fenced by 
brambles at the root j or sometimes one of the 
higher bushes is fixed upon for the purpose. When 
the place is thus chosen as inaccessible as possible 
to men, the next care is to fence the nest above, so 
as to defend it from all the various enemies of air. 
The kite, the crow, and the sparrow hawk, are to be 
guarded against ; as their nests have been sometimes 
plundered by the magpie, so it is reasonably feared 
that they will take the first opportunity to retaliate. 
To prevent this, the magpie’s nest is built with 
surprising labour and ingenuity. 

The body of the next is composed of hawthorn 
branches, the thorns slicking outward, but well 
united together by their mutual insertions. Within 
it. is lined with fibrous roots, wool, and. long. grass, 
and then nicely plaisiered all round with mud and 
clay. The body of the nest being thus made firm: 
and commodious, the next work is to make the 
canopy which is to defend it abovei This is com- 



186 A HISTORY OF 

posed of the sharpest thorns, wove together in such 
a. manner as to deny all entrance except at the door, 
yyhich is jut. t large enough to ppru^.cegress and 
ifcgwss to the owners. In this fortress timynale and 
female hatch and bring up their brood with .security, 
sheltered from all attacks but jbose pf (he climbing 
school boy, wh^pftfp, iadsf^s i$pro and bloody 
hands 4*» dear %P'ithp *gfcs or the young 

ones. The magpie Jays sk AT sethn eggs, of a pale 
green colour, a|^teii’|rilh-li^Nrtii : V'"' 

This 'bkdk^.k^its'f.dbmestic-. state, preserves its 
natural character with strict propriety. The same 
noisy, mischievous habits attend it to the cage that 
marked it inihewoods ; and being more cunning, 
ip.it is also a more docile bird than any other taken 
into keeping. Those who are desirous of teaching 
it to speak, have a foolish custom of cutting its 
tongue, which only puts the poor animal to pain, 
without improving its speech in the smallest degree. 
Its speaking is sometimes very distinct,; but its 
sounds are too thin and sharp to be an exact imita- 
tion of the human voice, which the hoarse raven 
and parrot can counterfeit more exactly. \ 

To this tribe we may refer the Jay, which is one 
of the most beautiful of the British birds. The 
forehead is white, streaked with black ; the bead is 
covered with very long feathers, which it can erect 
jntp a crest at pleasure ; the whole nepk, back, 
breast, and belly, are of a faint purple, dashed with 
grey ; the wings are most beautifully barred with a 
lovely blue, black, and white ; the tail is black, 
and the feet of a pale brown. Like the magpie, 
it feeds upon fruits, will kill ’small birds, and is 
extremely docile. >:-u 
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The Chatterer also, which is a native of Ger- 
many, may be p]$?ed in this rank ; and is some- 
what less It is variegated with a 

beautiful Jjfefcd Ims ' of colours ; red, ash-colour, 
cheimnt,*iBd yellow: but what ^attnguisbes it 
from all MhA^ks^^the h#Sjjr appendages 
from thfe t)0 Jrathers, 

former. bi% the head 

green ; and the wing# v«A^atecf black, 

and white. But it mifcy w distinguished from all 
others by a sort of ;J^erdtes or warts near 
the eyes, which stfU'lfiiW -|li«#ibute to increase 
its beauty . , * * V’ 

To this class may he added a numerous list from 
all the tropical forests of the east anti west ; where 
the birds are* remarkable for discordant voices and 
brilliant plumage. I will fk only upon one, 
which $|irtbe most singular of a% the feathered 
creati#/ / 

TM» is 0»e Tmu an, a bird of the pie kind, whose 
bill Infeilterly as large as the rest of its whole body 
0 i thlp extraordinary bird tbetre arc four or live 
varieties. I will only describe the red-beaked 
toucan ; and as the figure of this bird makes the 
principal part of Its history, l will follow Edwards 
through all the minutia? of its singular conformation 
It is about the size of and shaped like a jack-daw, 
with a large head to support its monstrous bill : 
this bill, from the angles of the mouth to it* point, 
is six inches and a half and its breadth in the 
thickest part is a little more than two. Its thickness 
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nearthe head, is one inch and A quarter and it 
*8 a little rounded along the top Of the upper Chap, 
the under side being round also; the wbole of the 
bill extremely slight, and a little thicker than 
parchment. The npper chap is of a bright j^How, 
except on each side, which is of a fine* scarlet 
colour : as itr also* the lower chap, except at the base, 
Which is purple. Between the head and the bill 
there is ablaeklinCdf separation all round the base 
of the bifl j in the upper part of which the nostrils 
ate placed, and are almost covered with feathers j 
which has occasioned some writers to say that the 
toucan has no nostrils. Round the eyes, on each 
side of the bead, is a space of bluish skin, void of 
feUthera, above which the head is black, except a 
white spot on each side joining to the base of the 
upper chap. The hinder part of the neck, the 
back, wings, tail, belly, and thighs, are black. The 
under side of the head, throat, and the beginning 
of the breast, are white. Between the white on 
the breast, and the black on the belly, is a space of 
red feathers, in the form of a new moon with its 
horns upwards. The legs, feet, and claws, are of 
an ash-colour ; and the toes stand like those of 
parrots, two before, and two behind. 

It is reported by travellers, that this bird, though 
furnished with so formidable a beak, is harmless and 
gentle, being so easily made tame, as to sit and hatch 
its young in houses. It feeds chiefly upon pepper, 
Which it devours very greedily, gorging itself itt 
such a manner, that it voids it crude and uncon- 
nected. This, however, is no objection to the natives 
from using it again ; they even prefer if before that 
pepper which is fresh gathered from the tree t And 
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seem persuaded tbatthe strength an4 Jbeat«f tfee 

pepper 


noxious 
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Whatever be the tenth of tbis.wpor>t, notbiugis 
more certain,than that the toucan ii^rta only, upon# 
vegetable diet ; and in a domestic stele tovwhkh it- 
is frequently brougM in the waiw* countries where 
it is bred, it is seen to prefer such feed to all other. 
Pozzo, who bred one tome, asserts, that it leaped u p 
and down, wagged the tail, and cried with a voice 
resembling that of a magpie. Itfedwpon tbesanie 
things that parrots do ; but ivas most greedy of 
grapes, which being plucked off one by oa<va«d 
thrown into the air, it would most dextrousiy catch 
before they fell to the ground. Its bill,, he adds, 
was hollow, and upon that account very light, so 
that it had but little strength in so apparently for* 
midable a weapon : nor could it peck -or strike 
smartly therewith. But its tongue seemed to assist 
the efforts of this unwieldy machine : it was long, 
thin, and flat, not unlike one of the feathers on the 
neck of a dunghill cock; this it moved up and 
down, and often extended five or six inches from 
the bilk It was of a llesh-colour, and very remark- 
ably fringed on each side with very small filaments, 
exactly resembling a feather. 

It is probable that this long tongue has greater 
strength than the thin hollow beak that contains it. 
It is likely that the beak is only a kind of sheath for 
this peculiar instrument, used by the toucan, not 
oj%> ay making itself a nest, bat also i% obtaining 
its prpyiftien,. Nothing. is nmre certain, than that 
s, its, nest, in holes of trees, which have 
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is licet' Aat sofeeHeabiH could be very, 
senion^ in working spoil such fatord’ materials. 

fie lids *writ will, there Js nobirdsecures its 
young better from external injury than the toucan. 
It hasnot only birds, men, and serpen ts to guard 
against, but a numerous tribe of monkies;«tittiBore 
prying, mischievous, and hungry, than ait the rest 
The toucan, however, scoops out its nest into the 
hollow of some tree, leaving only a bole large 
enough to go in and out at. There it sits, with its 
great beak, guarding the entrance ; and if the 
monkey ventures to offer a visit of curiosity, the 
toucan gives him such a welcome, that he presently 
thinks proper to; pack off, and is glad to escape 
with safety.: 

This bird is only found in the warm climates of 
Sou til America, where it is in great request both 
for the delicacy of its flesh, which is tender and 
nourishing, and for the beauty of its plumage, par- 
ticularly the feathers of the breast. The skin of 
this part the Indians pluck off', and, when dry, 
glue to their cheeks ; and this they consider as an 
irresistible addition to their beauty 

CHAP IV f V 

Of the Wowlpecker and its Affinities. 

Wj E come now .to the numerous tribe of Wood*' 
peckers; a class easily distinguishable from aU? 
othew, both for their peculiar formation; their 
method of procuring food, and their manner of pro- ; 
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immediately formed 
for the method of; life they pursue, beingfiltedby 
nature, at all points, for the > peculiarity of their 
condition. ! They liyg cbie%upontfaemsects 
conlainedin thebody of trees ; and for this purpose 
are furnished with a straight, hard; strong, angular 
and sharp bid, made for piercing and boringt They 
have a tongue of a very great length ; found, ' 
ending in a sharp, stiff, bony thorn, dentuted On 
each side, to strike ants and insects when dislodged 
from their cells. Their legs are short and strong, 
for the purposes of climbing. Their toes stand 
two forward, and two backward ; which is partial- ; 
larly serviceable in holding by branches of trees. 
They have hard stiff tails, to lean upon >wh*h 
climbing. They feed only upon insects, and watit 
that intestine, which anatomists call the caeca nv ; a>‘ 
circumstance peculiar to this tribe only. 

Of this bird there are many kinds, and many 
varieties in each hind. They form large colonies in 
the forests of every part of the world. They differ 
in size, colour, and appearance ; and agree only in 
the marks above mentioned, or in thosec habits f 
which result from so peculiar a conformation. 
Instead therefore of descending into a minute 
discrimination of every species, let us take one for a 
pattern, to which all the rest will be found to bear 
the strongest affinity. Wordwrap tat feebly describe 
the plumage of a bird ; but it is the province ^ 
history to enter into a detail of every -nniinaN 
pursuits and occupations. »r.< v, J ' v. 

The Gtaeen Wood-spiteor Woodpecker is called: 
the Rain Fowl in some parts, of die country ; be** 
caaa&rwhen U mahes* greater noise than ordipufy, 
1 
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it # supposed to foretell rain. V It is about the sfee 
flfi the throat, breast, audbellyyareof a pale 
grm&im colour ; and the back, ueckjand covert 
feathers of the wings, are green. Buttfre tongue 
of this little animal makes its most distinguished 
characteristic, as it serves for its support and de- 
fence As was said above, the wood-peeker feeds 
upon insects ; and particularly on those which are 
lodged in the body of hollow or of rotting trees. 
The tongue is its instrument for. killing and procur- 
ing this food ; which cannot be found in great plenty. 
This is round, ending in a stiff, sharp, bony tip, 
dentated on both sides, like the beard of an arrow ; 
and this k can dart out three or four inches from the 
bill, and draw in again at pleasure. Its prey is thus 
transfixed and drawn into the bill, which, when 
swallowed, the dart is again launched at fresh game. 
Nothing has employed the attention of . the curious 
in this part of anatomy, more than the contrivance 
by which the tongue of this bird performs its func- 
tions with such great celerity. The tongue is drawn 
back into the bill by the help of two small round carti- 
lages, fastened into the fore-mentioned bony tip, and 
running along the length of the tongue. These 
cartilages, from the root of the tongue, take a circuit 
beyond the ears ; and being reflected backwards to 
the crown of the head, make a large bow. The 
muscular, spongy flesh of the tongue, encloses these 
cartilages, like a sheath ; and is so made, that it 
may be extended or contracted like a worm. The 
cartilages indeed have muscles accompanying them 
along their whole length backwards. But there is 
Btill anothercontrivance ; for there is a broad muscle; 
joining the cartilages to the bones of the skutk 
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which, by contracting' or dilating;, forces the 
cartilages forward through the tongue, and then 
forces’ the tongue and all through the bill, to be 
employed for the animal’s preserration, in piercing 
its pr#y. ■ . " '&■ ' - • • • 

Such is the instrument with which, this bird is 
provided; and this the manner in' which this in- 
strument is employed. When a woodpecker, by 
its natural sagacity,, finds out a rotten hollow tree, 
where there are worms, ants eggs, 'or insects; it 
immediately prepares for its operations; Resting by 
its strong daws; and leaning on the thick feathers 
of its tail,, it begins to bore with itksbarp* strong 
beak, until it discloses the whole internal habit * t ion. 
Upon this, either through pleasure at the sight of 
its prey, or with a desire to alarm the insect colony, 
it sends forth a loud cry, which throws terror and 
confusion into the whole insect tribe. They creep 
hither and thither, seeking for safety ; while the 
bird luxuriously feasts upon them at leisure, darting 
its tongue with unerring certainty, and devouring 
the whole brood. 

The wood-pecker, however, does not Confine its 
depredations solely to trees, hut soinelimffs lights 
upon the ground, to try its fortune at, an ant-hill. It 
is not so secure of prey there as in the former case, 
although the numbers are much greater. They lie 
generally too deep for the bird to ‘come at them ; 
and it is obliged to make up by stratagem the defect 
of power. The wood- pecker first goes to their bib's 
which it pecks, in order to call them’ abroad; it 
then thrusts out its Jong red tongue, winch, being 
like & worm, and resembling their usual prey, the 
#jnts come out to settle upon, in great numbers ; 
iv. ■ o 
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however, the bird watching the properest oppor* 
tpijj|j^ Withdraws its tongue at a and devours 
the.^fpurecsl T^ws ; sfcmtagem. ; '^j^ntiiiffles till it 
hm dlfcrmdd : thw learli or till ft il ^tisfied. 

As the wood-p&elter is obliged to 1 make holes in 
trees to procure food; «P is it alsp tO make cavities 
slifllarger tp. form Us nest and fcp ;: $ay in. This is 
performed; as usual, with the bill; although some 
have affirmed that the animal uses its tongue, as a 
gimblet to bore with. But this is a mistake; and 
those that are curious, mayoftep heftr the noise of 
the bill making its way in and forests. 

The wood-pecker chooses, hovih^w, /iiifrjtk'is purpose, 
trees that are decayed, or wP0& th&l is soft, like 
beech, elm, and poplar. In these, with very little 
trouble, it can make boles as exactly round as a 
mathematician could with compasses. One of these 
boles the bird generally chooses for its own use, to 
nestle, and bring up its young in ; but as they are 
easily made, it is delicate in its choice, and often 
makes twenty before one is found fit to give entire 
satisfactMMfcT , ’ ; ;^jf' those which it has made and 
deserted^wb#, thirds, not so gdpd borers, and less 
delicate in their choice, take possession. The jay 
and the starling lay their eggs in these holes ; and 
bats are now and then found in peaceable pos- 
session. Boys sometimes have thrust in their hands 
with certain hopes of plucking out a bird’s egg ; 
but, to their great mortification, have had their 
fingers bitten by a bat at the bottom. 

The wood-pecker takes no care to line its nest 
with feathers or straw ; its eggs are deposited in the 
hole, without any thing to keep them warm, except 
the heat of the parent s body. Their number, is , 
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prebend frofift mau^; hs "careless how 

much the nest is exposed to general notice; satisfied 
if it be out of the reach of those 'rapacious creatures 
that live by robbery and surprise. If the monkey or 
the snake can be guarded against, the bird has no 
other enemies to fear : for this pttrpbsp, Hs nest is 
built upon the depending points of the most outward 
branches of a tall tree, such as the banana or the 
plantain. On one of those immense trees, is seen 
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the most various and the most inimical assemblage 
of creatures that can be imagined. The top is 
inhabited by monkies of some particular tribe, that 
drive off all others ; lower down twine , about the 
great trunk numbers of the larger snakes, patiently 
waiting till some unwary animal comes within 
the sphere of tlveir activity ; and at the edges of 
the tree hang these artificial nests, in great abun- 
dance, inhabited by birds of the most delightful 
plumage. 

The nest is usually formed in this manner ; when 
the time of incubation approaches, they fly busily 
about, in quest of a kind of moss, called, by the 
English inhabitants of those countries, old man a 
beard. It is a fibrous substance, and not very 
unlike hair; which bears being moulded into any 
form, and sutlers being glued together. This, 
therefore, the little wood pecker, called by the 
natives of Brazil the Guiratemga, first glues by 
some, viscous substance, gathered in the forest, to 
the exlrcmcst branch of a tree ; then building 
downward, and still adding fresh materials to those 
already procured, a nest is formed, that depends, 
like a pouch, from the point of the branch ; the 
bole to enter at, is on the side ; and all the interior 
parts arc lined with the finer fibres of the same 
substance, which compose the whole. 

Such is the general contrivance of these hanging 
nests; which are made, by some other birds, with 
still superior art. A little bird of the Gros beak 
kind, in the Philippine Islands, makes its nest in such 
a manner that there is no opening but from the 
bottom. At the bottom the bird enters, and goes 
up through a funnel, like a chimney, till it comes to 
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flies real door of the nest, which jies on one side, 
and only opens into this funnel.* 

Some birds glue their nest to the leaf of the 
banana-tree, which malted two sides of their little 
habitation ; while the other two are artificially com- 
posed by their own industry. But these, and ail of 
the kind, are built with the same precautions to 
guard the young against the depredations of 
monkies and serpents, which abound in every tree. 
The nest hangs there, before the spoilers, a tempting 
object, which they can only gaase upon, while the 
bird Hies in and out, without danger, or molestation, 
from so formidable a vicinity. 

[In the interior of Africa, Mr. Paterson found a 
kind of (iros-beak. 'living together in large societies, 
and fabricating their nests under one commou roof. 
.This collection of nests, or rather aerial city, is 
generally built in one of those vast and spreading 
trees, growing in that uninhabited region. In one 
tree, he observes, there could not be less than from 
eight hundred to a thousand under one icof, which 
resembled that of a thatched house, and projected 
over the entrance of the nest below in a very sin- 
gular manner. ,r The industry of these birds seems 

This bird constructs a curious nest with the long fibres of 
plants and grass, and suspends it by n hind of cord nearly half an 
ell long, from the end of a slender branch of a tree, that it may 
inaccessible to snakes ; and secure from the intrusion of the 
numerous morikies tvbich inhabit those regions. Ac the end 
of this cord, is a gourd-shaped nest divided into three apart* 
roents ; the first of which in occupied by I he male, the stcond 
by the female, and the third contains the young : and in the 
.first apartment where the male keeps watejp is placed on one 
Jtde a little tough clay, and on the top of this day is fixed a 
glow-worm, to afford its inhabitants light in the night.] 
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almost equal to that of a bee. Throughout the 
day, they appear busily employed in carrying a fine 
species of grass;, which is the principal material 
they employ for the purpose of erecting this extra- 
ordinary work, as well as for additions and repairs. 
Though my short 'mfy in tbf country was not 
sufficient to, satisfy me by ocular proof, that they 
added to their nests as they inn ually increased in 
numbers; still from foemady trees which I have 
seen borne dowp iy. foe w«»gj||jh and others which 
1 have observed boughs completely 

covered over, it would ik^pegr that this is really 
the case. When the tree, which is the support 
of (his aerial city, is obliged to give way to the 
increase, of weight, it is obvious that they are no 
longer protected, and are under the necessity of 
building in other frees. One of these deserted 
nests l had the cariosity to break dow n, to inform 
myself of tbe internal structure of it; and found it 
equally ingenious With that afthe external- There 
are many entrances, each of which forms a regular 
street, with nests on both skies, at about two inches 
distance from each other. The grass with which 
they build is called the Bosh man's grass; and I 
believe foe seed of it to be foek principal food ; 
though on examining their nests, t found>tf»e wings 
and legs of different insects. Prom every ap- 
pearance, the nest which I dissected had been 
inhabited for many years ; and some parts of it were 
much more complete than others. This, therefore, 
l conceive to amount nearly to a proof, that foe 
animals added to it at different times, as they. found 
it necessary * from foe increase of their ftupiljb 
rather of the nation and community.” 
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The Tailor Warbler, a native of the hotter partis 
of India, constructs a nest of wonderful ingenuity, 
by actually sewing together w$fe< vegetable fibres, 
the edges of one or more le&vet, r in order to form 
a convenient and secret reposito^ifo# its young. 
In performing bill as an 

awl, or needle;", work with such 

dexterity . that it W||i ' father, t^ be, the effect of 
human art, than «^ !b ni^» |tacted effort ^of an 
animal, 3 
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deformity of its legs, to 

most of these erroneous reports. The native 
savages of the Molucca Islands, of which it is an 
inhabitant, were very little studious of natural 
history ; and perceiving the inclination the Euro- 
peans had for this bird, carefully c»t off its legs 
before they brought it to market ; thus concealing 
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its greatest deformity, they considered themselves 
entitled to rise in their demands when they offered 
it for kale. One deceit led on to another ; the buyer, 
finding the bird without legs, naturally inquired 
after them ; and the seller as naturally began to 
assert that it had none. Thus far the , European 
was imposed upon by others ; in all the others he 
imposed upon himself. Seeing so beautiful a bird 
without legs, he concluded that it could live only 
in air, where legs were unnecessary. The extra- 
ordinary splendour of its plumage assisted this 
deception : and as it had heavenly beauty, so it 
was asserted to have a heavenly residence. Prom 
thence it* name, and all the false reports that have 
been propagated concerning it. 

Error, however, is short-lived ; and time has 
discovered that this bird not only has legs, hut very 
large strong ones for its size. Credulity, when 
undeceived, runs into the opposite extreme, and 
soon after this harmless bird was branded with the 
chnraclerof being rapacious, of destroying ail those 
of smaller size, and, from the amazing rapidity 
of its flight, as qnalilied peculiarly for extensive 
rapine. The real history of this pretty animal is 
at present tolerably well known ; and it is found to 
he as harmless as it is beautiful. 

There are two kinds of the Bird of Paradise ; 
one about the size, of a pigeon, which is more 
common ; the other not much larger than a lark, 
which has been described more imperfectly. They 
are both sufficiently distinguished from all other 
birds, not only by the superior vivacity of their 
tints, but by the feathers of the tail, there being two 
long slender filaments growing from the uppef, 
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part of the rump; these are longer than the bird’s 
body, and bearded only at the end, By this mark 
the bird of paradise may be easily known, but still 
more easily by its gaudy livery, which being so 
very brilliant, demands to be minutely described. 

This bird appears to the eye as large as a pigeon, 
though in reality the body is not much greater than 
that of a thrush. The tail, which is about six 
inches, is as long as the body ; the wings are large, 
compared, with the bird’s other dimensions# The 
head, the throat, and the neck, are of a pale gold, 
colour. The base of the bill is surrounded with 
black feathers, as also the side of the head and 
throat, as soft as velvet, and changeable like those 
on the neck of a nyaliavd. The hinder part of the 
head is ot a shining green, mixed with gold. The 
bydv mid wing's ate chiefly covered with beautiful 
brown, purple, and gold leathers. The uppermost 
part of the. tail feathers arc of a pale yellow, and 
those under them white, ami longer than the former ; 
for which reason the hinder part of the tail appears 
to be all white. But what chiefly < veitos curiosity 
are, the two long naked feathers above mentioned, 
which spring from the upper part of the rump 
above the tail, and which are usually about three 
feet long. These are bearded only at the be- ' 
ginning and the end ; the whole shaft for above 
two feet nine inches being of a deep black, while 
the feathered cMremity is of a changeable colour, 
like the mallard’s neck. 

This bird, which for beauty exceeds all others of 
the pie kind, is a native of the Molucca Islands, but 
found in greatest numbers in that of Aro. There, 
in the delightful and spicy woods of the country, do 
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these beautiful creatures fly in large flocks ; so that 
the groves which produce the richest spices produce 
the finest birds also. The inhabitants themselves are 
not insensible of the pleasure these afford, and give 
them the name of God’s birds, as being superior to 
all others that he has made. They live in large 
flocks, and at night generally perch upon the same 
tree. They are called by some, the swallows of 
Ternate, from their rapid flight, and from their 
being continually on the wing in pursuit of insects, 
their usual prey. 

As the country where they are bred has its tem- 
pestuous season, when rains and thunders continually 
disturb the atmosphere, these birds are then but 
seldom seen. It is thought that they then fly to 
other countries, where their food appears in greater 
abundance ; for, like swallows, they have then 
stated times of return. In the beginning of the 
month of August, they arc seen in great numbers 
flying together i and, as the inhabitants would have 
us believe, following their king, who is distinguished 
from the rest by the lustre of his plumage, and that 
respect and veneration which is paid him. In the 
evening they perch upon the highest trees of the 
forest, particularly one which bears a red berry, 
upon which they sometimes feed, when other food 
fails them. In what manner they breed, or what 
may be the number of their young, as yet remaius 
for discovery. 

The natives, who make a trade of killing and 
selling these birds to the Europeans, generally 
conceal themselves in the trees where they resort, 
and having covered themselves up from sight in a 
bow er rimdeof the branches, they shoot at the bird# 
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with reedy arrows ; and, as they assert, if they 
happen to kill the king, they then have a good 
chance for killing the greatest part' of the flock. 
The chief marks by which they know the king, is 
by the ends of the feathers in his tail, which have 
eyes like those of a peacock. When they have 
taken a number of these birds, their usual method is 
to gut them. and ent off their legs ; they then run a 
hot iron into the body, which dries up the internal 
moisture ; and filling the cavity with salts and 
spices, they sell them to the Europeans for a per- 
fect trille., 


CHAP. VI 


'The Cuckoo , and its Varieties . 

From a bird of which many fables have been 
reported, we pass to another that has not given 
less scope to fabulous invention. The note of the 
Cuckoo is known to all the world ; the history and 
the nature of the bird itself still remains in great 
obscurity. That it devours its parent ; that it 
changes its nature with the season, and becomes a 
sparrow-hawk ; were fables invented of this bird, 
and are now sufficiently refuted. But where it 
resides in winter, or how it provides for its supply 
during that season, still continues undiscovered. 

This singular bird, which is somewhat less than 
a pigeon, shaped like a magpie, and of a greyish 
dolour 1 , »s distinguished from all other birds by ’its 
round prominent nostrils. Having disappeared all 
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tbfe winter, it discovers itself in our country early 
in the spring 1 , by its well-known call. Its note is 
heard earlier or later as the season seems to be 
more or less forward, and the weather more or less 
inviting. Prom the cheerful voice of this bird, the 
farmer may be instructed in the real advancement 
of Uie year. The fallibility of human calendar^ is 
but too well known ; but from this bird’s note the 
husbandman may be taught when to' sow his most 
useful seeds, and to do such work as depends upon 
a certain temperature of the air. These feathered 
guides come to us heaven-taught, and point out the 
true commencement of the season. 

The cuckoo, that was silent some time after its 
appearance, begins at first feebly, and at very distant 
intervals, to give its call, which, as the summer ad- 
vances, improves both in its frequency and loudness. 
This is an invitation to courtship, and used only 
by the male, who sits generally perched upon some 
.dead tree, or bare hough, and repeats his song, 
which he loses as soon as the genial season is over. 
His note is pleasant though uniform ; and, from an 
association of ideas, seldom occurs to the memory 
without reminding us of the sweets of summer. 
Custom too has affixed a more ludicrous association 
to this note ; which, however, we that are bachelors 
need be in no pain about. This reproach seems to 
arise from this bird’s making use of the bed or nest 
of auother to deposit its own brood in.* 

However this may be, nothing is more certain 
than that the female makes no nest of her own. 
She repairs for that purpose to the nest of some 
other bird, generally the water-wagtail or hedge- 
sparrow, and having devoured the eggs of the 
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owner, lays her own in their place. She usually 
lays but one, which is speckled, and of the size of 
a blackbird’s. This the fond foolish bird hatches 
with great assiduity, and when excluded, finds no 
difference in the great ill-looking changeling from 
her own. To supply this voracious creature, the 
credulous nurse toils with unusual labour, no way 
sensible that she is feeding up an enemy to her 
race, and one of the most destructive robbers of her 
future progeny. 

. It was once doubted whether these birds were 
carnivorous ; but Reaumur was at the pains of 
breeding up several, and found that they would not 
feed upon bread or corn ; but flesh and insects 
were their favourite nourishment. He found it a 
very difficult task to teach them to peck ; for he 
was obliged to feed them for a full month, after 
they were grown as big as the mother. Insects, 
however, seemed to be their peculiar food when 
young; for they devoured flesh by a kind of con- 
straint, as it was always put into their mouths ; but 
meal-worm insects they flew to. and swallowed of 
their own accord most greedily. Indeed, their 
gluttony is not to be wondered at, when we consider 
the capacity of their stomach, which is enormous, 
and reaches from the breast-bone to the vent. It 
is partly membranous, partly muscular, and of a 
prodigious capacity ; yet still they are not to be 
supposed as birds of prey, for (bey have neither the 
strength nor the courage. On the contrary, they 
are naturally weak aud fearful, as appears by their 
flying from small birds which every , where pursue 
them. The young birds are brown mixed with 
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black * and in that state they have been described 
fey shrae authors as old ones. 

The cuckoo, when fledged and fitted for flight, 
folio waits supposed parent but for a little time ; its 
appetites for insect food increasing, as it finds no 
great chance for a supply in imitating its little in- 
structor, it parts good friends, the step-child seldom 
offering any violence to its nurse. Nevertheless, all 
the little birds of the grove seem to consider the 
young cuckoo as an enemy, and revenge the cause 
of their kind by their repeated insults. They pursue 
it wherever it flies, and oblige it to take shelter in 
the thickest branches of some neighbouring tree. 
All the smaller birds form the train of its pursuers ; 
but the wry neck, in particular, is found the most 
active in the chase ; and from thence it has been 
called by many the cuckoo’s attendant and provider. 
But it is very for from following with a friendly 
intention ; it only pursues as an insultcr, or a spy, 
to warn all its little companions of the cuckoo’s 
depredations. 

Such are the manners of this bird while it con- 
tinues to reside, or to be seen amongst us. But early 
at the approach of winter, it totally disappears, and 
its passage can be traced to no other country. Some 
suppose that it lies hid in hollow trees ; and others 
that it passes into warmer climates. Which of these 
‘.Opinions is true is very uncertain, as there are no 
facts related on either side that can be totally relied 
oh. To support the opinion that they remain torpid 
during the winter at home, Wiilughby introduces 
the following story, which he delivers upon the credit 
of another. (r The servants of a gentleman, in 
'* the country, having stocked up, in one of their 
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w meadows, some old dry rotten willows, thought 
cf proper, on a certain occasion, to carry them 
“• home. In heating a stove, two logs of this 
“ timber were put into the furnace beneath, and 
*' r fire applied as usual. But soon, to the great 
“ surprise of the family, was beard the voice of 
" a cuckoo, singing three times from under the 
“ stove. Wondering at so extraordinary a cry in 
“ winter time, the servants ran and drew the willow 
“ logs "from the furnace, and in the midst of one 
“ of them saw something move; wherefore, taking 
“ an axe, they opened the bole, and thrusting a 
" their hands, first they plucked oat nothing but 
“ feathers ; afterwards they got hold of a living 
fi animal ; and this was the cuckoo, that had waked 
“ so very opportunely for its own safety. It was, 
“ indeed,” continues our historian, " brisk and 
“ lively, but wholly naked and bare of feathers, 
“ and without any winter provision in its hole. 
** This cuckoo the boys kept two years afterwards 
,f alive in the stove ; but whether it repaid them 
fC with a second song, the author of the tale has 
(T not thought fit to inform us.” 

The most probable opinion on this subject is, 
that as quails and woodcocks shift their habitations 
in winter, so also does the cuckoo ; hut to what 
country it retires* on whether it has been ever seen 
on its journey, arc questions that 1 am wholly in- 
capable of resolving. 

-Of this bird there are many kinds in various parts 
of the world, not only differing in their colours but 
their size. Brisson makes not less than twenty* 
eight sorts of them ; bat what analogy they bear to 
ear English cuckoo, I. will not take upon me tprde- 
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(ermine. He talks of one, particularly of Brazil, as 
making a most horrible noise in the forests ; which, 
as it should seem, must be a very different note 
from that by which our bird is distinguished at 
home. 

[To Dr. JetiDer, so well known for- his discovery 
of the Cow-pock as a substitute for tbe Small-pox, 
we are solely indebted for the complete develope- 
ment of the manners of this curious bird. The 
cuckoo, soon after her arrival in this counify, pre- 
pares to forward the great ends of nature in the 
propagation of her kind. But, unlike all other birds, 
she provides no nest, and betrays no solicitude for 
the production or the safety of her young; but de- 
posits her solitary egg in the nest of some other 
bird. This is done in that of the water- wagtail, 
tit-lark, yellow-hammer, green-linnet, whin-chat, or 
hedge-sparrow ; but her greatest partiality is for 
the nest of the latter. 

During the time that the hedge-sparrow is laying, 
the cuckoo contrives to leave her egg among the 
rest, abandoning it entirely to the future care of 
its foster-parent. This egg is hatched together 
with those of the owner of the nest; and the young 
intruder, not content to share the attentions of the 
old bird in common with her own progeny, actually 
shoves them out of the nest, where they are left to 
perish either entangled in the bush that contains 
the nest, or on the ground under it. 

On the 18th of June 1787, says this indefati- * 
gable inquirer, I examined the nest of a hedge- 
sparrow which then contained a cuckoo’s and 
three hedge-sparrow’s eggs. On inspecting it the 
day following, til® bird had hatched ; but the ne*t 
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then contained only a young cuckoo and onU hedge- 
sparrow. The nest was placed so mear the extre- 
mity off a hedge, that I could distinctly see what 
was going forward in it ; and to my great astonish- 
ment, saw. the young cuckoo, though so lately 
hatched, in the act of turning out the yotrtig hedge- 
sparrow. The mode of* accomplbhiug this was 
very curious. The little animal. With the assistance 
of its ramp and wings, contrived to get the bird 
upon its back; and making a lodgment "for its 
burthen, by elevating its elbows, clambered back- 
ward with it up the side of the nest, till it reached 
the top ; where, resting for a moment, it threw off 
its load with a jerk, and quite disengaged it from 
the nest. It remained in this situation for a short 
lime, feeling about with the extremities of its 
wings, as if to be convinced whether the business 
was properly executed, and then dropped into the 
nest again. With these, the extremities of its wings, 
J have often seen it examine as it were an egg and 
nestling, before it began its operations ; and the 
nice sensibilities which these parts seem to possess, 
Seemed sufficiently to compensate the want of sight, 
which as yet it was destitute of. I afterwards put in 
an egg ; and this by a similar process was conveyed 
to the edge of the nest and thrown out. These 
experiments I have since repeated several times, in 
different nests, and have always found the young 
cuckoo disposed to act in the same manner. In 
climbing up the nest, it sometimes drops its burthen, 
and thus is foiled in its endeavours; but after a 
little respite, the work is resumed and goes on almost 
incesssantly till it Is effected. The singularity of 
its shape is weH adapted- to these purposes ; Ilf, 
vot. iv. p , 
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different from other newly-hatched •birds, its back, 
from the scapulae downwards, is verybroad, with a 
considerable depression in the middle. This de- 
pression seems formed by nature, for the design of 
giving a more secure lodgment to the egg of the 
hedge-sparrow or its young one, when the young 
cuckoo is employed in removing either of them 
from the nest. When it is about twelve days old, 
this cavity is quite filled up, and then the back 
assumes the shape of nestling birds in general. 

It sometimes happens that two cuckoo’s eggs are 
deposited in the same nest, and then the young 
produced from one of them must inevitably perish. 
Two cuckoos and* one hedge-sparrow were batched 
in the same nest, and one hedge-sparrow’s egg 
remained unhatched. In a few hours after, a 
contest began between the cuckoos for the pos- 
session of the nest, which continued undetermined 
till the next afternoon, when one of them, which 
was somewhat superior in size, turned out the other, 
together with the young hedge-sparrow and the 
un hatched egg. The combatants alternately ap- 
peared to have the advantage, as each carried the 
other several times nearly to the top of the nest, 
and -then sunk down, again oppressed by the 
weight of the burthen ; till at length, after various 
efforts, the strongest prevailed, and was afterwards 
brought up by the hedge-sparrow. 

The causes for these singularities, Dr. Jenner 
supposes to he chiefly the short stay of the bird in 
this country. The cuckoo’s first appearance is 
about the 17 th of April, and its egg is notready for 
incubation till the middle of May. A: fortnight is 
token up by the sitting bird, in hatching theregg. 
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The young bird generally continues three weeks in 
the nest before it flies ; and the foster-parents, feed 
it more than five weeks after this period : so that if 
a cuckoo should be ready with an egg much sooner 
than the time pointed out, not a single nestling, 
even one of the earliest, would be fit to provide for 
itself, before its parent would be instinctively directed 
to seek a new residence, and be thus compelled to 
abandon its young one : for old cuckoos take tbejr 
leave of the country the first week »» July, , 

The Moroc or Honey-bird, is a cuckoo inhabiting 
the interior parts erf Africa, of a smaller size than 
onr cuckoo, and is remarkable for the*. singular 
instinct by which it is prompted to seek its food. 
Not only the Dutch and Hottentots, but likewise the 
quadruped called' Rattei, are frequently conducted 
to wild bee-hives by this bird, which, as it were, 
pilots them to the very spot. The honey being its 
favourite food, its own interest prompts it to be 
instrumental in robbing the hive, as some scraps are 
commonly left for its support. The morning and 
evening are its times of feeding, and it is then heard 
calling in a shrill tone, cherr, cherr ; which the 
honey-hunters carefully attend to as a summons to 
the chase. Prom time to time they answer with 
a soft whistle ; which the bird hearing, always 
continues its note. As soon as they are in sight 
of each other, the bird gradually flutters towards 
the place where the hive is situated, continually 
repeating its former call of eherr, cherr; pay, if it 
• should happen to have gained a considerable way 
before the men, who may he easily hindered in 
f the pureuit by rivers, bushes, or the like, it returns 
^lo'ithem again and redoubles its note, as it vjteee in 
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reproach of their inactivity. At last the bird Is 
observed to hover for a few moments over a certain 
spot, and theu silently retiring to a neighboaring 
bosh or resting-place, the hunters are sure of finding 
the bees-nest in that identical spot, whether it be in 
a tree or in the crevice of a rock, or, as is most 
commonly the case, in the earth. While the 
hunters are busy in taking the honey, the bird is 
seen looking on attentively to what is going for- 
ward, and waiting for its share of the spoil. The 
bee-hunters never fail to leave a small portion for 
their conductor ; hut commonly take care never to 
leave so much as would satisfy its hunger. The 
bird’s appetite being whetted by this parsimony, 
it is obliged to commit a second treason by dis- 
covering another becs-nest, in hopes of a better 
salary. The nearer the bird approaches the hidden 
hive, the more frequently it repeats its call, and 
seems the more impatient. 

Dr Sparrman, upon whose authority these sin- 
gular facts rest, says he has had frequent oppor- 
tunities of seeing this bird, and has been witness to 
the destruction of several republics of bees, by 
means of its treachery.] 

CHAP. VII. 

Of the Parrot, and its Affinities. 

The Parrot is the best known among us of ail 
foreign birds, as it unites the greatest beauty with 
the greatest docility. Its voice also is more like a 
roan’s than that of any other; the raven is too 
hoarse, and |ay and. rnegpie too shrill,. to ':x&' 
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vemble the (rath ; the parrot’s note is of the true 
pitch, and capable of a number of modulations that 
even some of our orators might wish in vain to imitate. 

The ease with which this bird is taught to speak, 
and the great number of words which it is capable 
of repeating, are no less surprising. We are assured, 
by a grave writer, that one of these was taught to 
repeat a whole sonnet from Petrarch : and that I 
may not be wanting in my instance, I have seen a 
parrot, belonging to a distiller, who had suffered 
pretty largely in his circumstances from an informer 
who lived opposite him, very ridiculously employed. 
This bird wasiaught to pronounce the ninth com- 
mandment, Thou shall not bear false witness against 
thy neighbour, with a very clear, loud, articulate 
voice. The bird was generally placed in its cage 
over-against the informer’s house, and delighted 
the whole neighbourhood with its persevering 
exhortations. 

Willughby tells a story of a parrot, which is not 
so dull as those usually brought up when this bird’s 
facility of talking happens to be the subject. " A 
“ parrot belonging to king Henry the Seventh, 
<r who then resided at Westminster, in his palace by 
u the river Thames, had learned to talk many words 
“ from the passengers as they happened to take 
“ water. One day, sporting oa its perch, the poor 
" bird fell into the water, at the same time crying 
" out as loud as he could, A beat ! twenty pound 
" for a boat ! A waterman who happened to be 
<c near, hearing the cry, made to the place where 
* f the parrot was floating, aud taking him up re- 
f stored him to the king'. As it seems the bird 
•\f was a favourite, the man insisted that he ought 
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" to have a reward rather equal to ibis services 
** |ihaja his trouble ; and as the parrot had cried 

twenty pounds, be said the king was bound in 
i* honour to grant it. The king at last agreed to 
" leave it to the parrot's own determination, which 
" the bird hearing, cried out. Give the knave a 
" groat” 

The parrot, which is so common as a foreign bird 
with us, is equally so as an indigenous bird in the 
climates where it is produced. The forests swarm 
.with them ; and the rook is not better known with 
WSthan the parrot in almost every part of the East 
and Western Indies. It is in vain that our natu- 
ralists have attempted to arrange the various species 
of this bird ; new varieties daily offer to puzzle the 
system- maker, or to demonstrate the narrowness 
of his catalogues. Linnaeus makes the number of 
its varieties amount to forty-seven ; while Brisson 
, doubles the number, and extends his catalogue to 
ninety-five. Perhaps even this list might be in- 
creased, were every accidental change of colour 
to be considered as constituting 1 a hew species. 
But, in fact, natural history gains little by these 
discoveries ; and as its dominions are extended it 
becomes more barren. It is asserted by sensible 
travellers that the natives of Brazil can change the 
colour of a parrot’s plumage by ari. If this be true, 
and I am apt ftp believe the information, they can 
wake new species at pleasure, and thus cut out 
endless work for our nomendatorsat home. 

Thp^f ??bp usually Wing : tl|ese birds over, are 
conteuf lp jpke three qr tour distinctions, to #fuch 
} J«ad with' tjwse %fjqytiqns r | will 
content myself also* tte Jaige kml,' wllcli 
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the size of a raven, are called Maccaws ; the next 
size are simply called Parrots; those which are 
entirely white are called Lories ;aod the lesser size 
of all are called Parakeets. The difference between 
even these is rather in the site than in any other 
peculiar conformation, as they are all formed alike, 
having toes two before and two behind for climbing 
and holding ; strong hooked bills for breaking open 
nuts, and other hard substances on which they feed ; 
and loud harsh voices, by which they fill their native 
woods with clamour. 

But there are further peculiarities in their con- 
formation ; and first their toes are contrived in a 
singular manner, which appears when they walk or 
climb, and when they are eating. For the first 
purpose they stretch two of their toes forward and 
two backward ; but when they take their meat, and 
bring it to their mouths with their foot, they 
dextrously and nimbly turn the greater bind toe 
forward, so as to take a firmer grasp of the not or 
the fruit they are going to feed on, standing all the 
while: upon the other leg. Nor even do they present 
their food in the usual manner ; for other animals 
turn their meat inwards to the mouth ; but these, 
in a seemingly awkward position, turn their meat 
outwards, and thus hold the hardest nuts, as if in 
one hand, till with their bills they break the shell, 
and extract the kernel. 

The bill is fashioned with 1 AiSff *^»ater pecu- 
liarities ; for the upper chap, as well as the tower, 
are both moveable.' ‘ In most other birds the upper 
chap is connected, and makes bnt one piece with 
' ‘ the. skull ; but in these, and in otte or itm qpefctes 

i’Of Ihejiet^hefed triba mk,' the upper daitf a ebte- 

■w >«* thuTv ,hu!S wnl-aUT ' ' own. 
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nectid to the bone of the head by a strong mem- 
brane placed on each side, that lifts and depresses 
it at pleasure. By this contrivance they, can open 
their bills the wider ; which is not a little useful, as 
the upper chap is so hooked and so over-banging, 
that if the lower chap only had motion, they could 
scarcely gape sufficiently to take any thing in for 
their nourishment. 

Such are the uses of the beak and the toes when 
used separately, but they are often employed both 
together when the bird is exercised in climbing. 
As these birds cannot readily hop from bough to 
bough, their legs not being' adapted for that pur- 
pose, they use both the beak and the feet: first 
catching hold with the beak, as if with a hook, 
then drawing up the legs and fastening them, then 
advancing the head and the beak again, and so 
putting forward the body and the feet alternately, 
till they attain the height they aspire to. 

The tongue of this bird somewhat resembles that 
of a man ; for which reason some pretend that it is 
so well qualified to imitate the human speech ; but 
the organs by which these sounds are articulated 
lie farther down in the throat, being performed by 
the great motion which the os hyoides has in these 
birds above others. 

The parrot, though common enough in Europe, 
will not, however, breed here. The climate is too 
cold for its warm constitution ; and though it bears 
our Winter when arrived at maturity, yet it always 
seems 'sensible of its rigour, and Joses both *its 
spirit and appetite during the colder part of file 
season, ft then becomes torpid and inactive, and . 
seems quite cbhn^^frotoi'ii^t hiding 
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animal which it appeared in its native forests, 
where it is almost ever upon the wing. Not- 
withstanding, the parrot lives even with us. a 
considerable time, if it be properly attended to; 
and, indeed, it most be owned, that it employs but 
too great a part of some people’s attention. 

The extreme sagacity and docility of the bird 
may plead as the best excuse for those who spend 
whole hours in teaching their parrots to speak ; and, 
indeed, the bird, on those occasions, seems the 
wisest animal of the two. It at first obstinately 
resists all instruction ; but seems to be won by per- 
severance, makes a fens attempts to imitate the first 
sounds, and when it has got one word distinct, all 
the succeeding come with greater facility. The 
bird generally learns most in those families where 
the master or mistress have the least to do ; and 
becomes more expert in proportion as its instructors 
are idly assiduous. In going through the towns of 
France some time since, I could not help observing 
how much plainer their parrots spoke than ours, 
and how very distinctly I understood their parrots 
speak French, when I could not understand our 
Own, though they spoke my native language. 1 
was at first for ascribing it to the different qualities 
of the two languages, and was for entering into an 
elaborate discussion on the vowels and consonants ; 
but a friend that was with me solved the difficulty 
at once, by assuring me that the French women 
scarcely did any thing else the whole day than sit 
and instruct their feathered pupils; and that the 
birds were dies distinct in their lessens in conse- 
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but notfaingto those of the Brazils,where the edu- 
cation of a parrot is considered as a very serious affair. 
The history of Prince Maurice’s parrot, given us 
by Mr. Locke, is too well known to be repeated 
here; but Clusius assures us that the parrots of that 
country are the most sensible and cunning of all 
animals not endued with reason. The great parrot, 
called the Aicurous, the bead of which is adorned 
with yellow, red, and violet, the body green, the 
ends of the wings red, the feathers of the tail long 
and yellow ; this bird, he asserts, w hich is seldom 
brought into Europe, is a prodigy of understand- 
ing. " A certain Brazilian^woman, that lived in a 
“ village two miles distant from the island on which 
" we resided, had a parrot of this kind which was 
<e the wonder of the place. It seemed endued with 
tc such understanding, as to discern and cotnpre- 
“ bend whatever she said to it. As we sometimes 
“ used to. pass by that woman’s house she used to 
“ caH upon us to stop, promising if we gave her 
“ a comb, or a looking-glass, that she would make 
" her parrot sing and dance to entertain us. 
" If we agreed to her request, as soon as she had 
" pronounced some words to the bird, it began 
“ not only to leap and skip on the perch on which 
” it stood, but also to talk and to whistle, and 
“ imitate the shoutings and exclamations of the 
“ Brazilians when they prepare for battle. In brief, 
when it came into the woman's head fp bid it 
^ sing, it sang.; to dance, it danced, But if, con- 
c f tmry to our promise, mi refuse^, to - giye the 
t" tf»ra<W» the little present agreed qn, th&pariyt 
fT ^her ; resent^ent # »ia»4 r )ff8 

'T. siM ^4 i, J x^ifhejr. 
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" any means, provoke it to move either foot or 
“ tongue.” 

This sagacity, which parrots show in a domestic 
state, seems also natural to them in their native 
residence among the woods. They live together in 
flocks, and mutually assist each other against other 
animals, either by their courage or their notes of 
warning. They generally breed in hollow trees, 
where they make a round hole, and do not line 
their nest within. If they find any part of a tree 
beginning to tot from the breaking-off of a branch, 
or any such accident, this they take care to scoop, 
and to make the hole sufficiently wide and con- 
venient; but it sometimes happens that they arc 
content with the hole which a wood-pecker has 
wrought out with greater ease before them; and in 
this they prepare to hatch and bring up their young. 

They lay two or three eggs ; and probably the 
smaller kind may lay more ; for it' is a rule that 
universally bolds through Nature, that the smallest 
animals are always the most prolific; for being, 
from their natural weakness, more subject to devas- 
tation, Nature finds it necessary to replenish the 
species by superior fecundity. In general, however, 
the number of their eggs is stinted to two, like 
those of the pigeon, and they are about the same 
size. They are always marked with little specks, 
like those of a partridge ; and some travellers assure 
us, that they are always found in the trunks of 
the' tallest, straightest, and fee largest trees. The 
natives of ; these countries, who have little else to 
do, Are very assiduous hi Spying felt fee places 
%h«^e the pai-rot is seen to fceStle, and generally 
<; #oife%i# 4 great jey to irtformtbe European*, if 



220 A HISTORY OF 

there be any, of the discovery. As those birds 
have always the greatest docility that are taken 
young, such a nest is often considered as worth 
taking some trouble to be possessed of ; and, for 
this purpose, the usual method of coming at the 
young is, by cutting down the tree. In the fell of 
the tree it often happens that the young parrots are 
killed ; but if one of them survives the shock, it is 
considered as a sufficient recompense. 

Such is the avidity with which these birds are 
sought when young ; for it is known they always 
speak best when their car has not been anticipated 
by the harsh notes of the wild ones. But as the 
natives are not able upon all occasions to supply 
the demand for young ones, they are contented to 
take the old ; and for that purpose shoot them in 
the woods with heavy arrows, headed with cotton, 
which knocks down the bird without killing it. 
the parrots thiffe stunned are carried home : some 
die, but others recover, and, by kind usage and 
plentiful food, become talkative and noisy. 

But it is not for the sake of their conversation 
alone that the parrot is sought after among the 
savages ; for, though some of them arc but tough 
and ill-tasted, yet there are other sorts, particularly 
of the small parakeet tribe, that are very delicate 
food. In general it obtains, that whatever fruit or 
grain these birds mostly feed upon, their flesh par- 
takes of the flavour, pod becomes good or ill-tasted, 
according to the quality of their particular diet. 
When the guava is ripe, they are at that season fat 
and tender ; if they feed upon the seed tff the acajou, 
their flesh conlracts an agreeable flavour of g$riic,; 
if they feed upon the seed of the spicy trees, their. 
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flesh then tastes of cloves and cinnamon ; while, on 
the contrary, it is insupportably bitter if the berries 
they feed on are of that quality. The seed of the 
cotton-tree intoxicates them in the same manner as 
wine does man ; and even wine itself is drunk by 
parrots, as Aristotle assures us, by which they are 
thus rendered more talkative and amusing. But of 
all food, they are fondest of the carthatutis, or 
bastard saffron ; which, though strongly purgative 
to man, agrees perfectly with their constitution, 
and fattens them in a very short time. 

Of the parakeet kind in Brazil, Labat assures us, 
that they are the most beautiful in their plumage, 
and the most talkative birds in nature. They are 
very tame, and appear fond of mankind ; they seem 
pleased with holding parley' with him ; they never 
have done; but while he continues to talk, answer 
him, and appear resolved to have the last word : 
but they are possessed of another quality which is 
sufficient to put an end to this association : their 
flesh is the most delicate imaginable, and highly 
esteemed by those who am fonder of indulging 
their appetites than their ears. The fowler walks 
into the woods, where they keep in abundance ; 
but as they are green, and exactly the colour of the 
leaves among which they sit, he only hears their 
prattle, without being able to see a single bird ; he 
looks round him, sensible that his game is within 
gun-shot in abundance, but is mortified to the last 
degree that it is impossible to see them. Unfortu- 
nately for, these little animals^ they are restless and 
ever on the wing, so that in flying from one tree 

too frequent opportunities ctf 
as sbpp as they have 


to another he Inis but 
! destroying them : for 

,•^ 0 ’ "**•' r -M . - 
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the tree on which they sat of all its berries, some 
one of them flies off to another ; and, if that be 
found fit for the purpose, it gives a loud call, which 
all the rest resort to. That is the opportunity the 
fowler has long been waiting for ; he fires in among 
the flock while they are yet on the wing, and he 
seldom fails of bringing down a part of them. But 
it is singular enough to see them when they find 
their companions fallen. They set up a load 
outcry, as if they were chiding their destroyer, 
and do not cease till they see him preparing for a 
second charge. ' • 

But though there are so many motives for 
destroying these beautiful birds, they are in very 
great plenty ; and in some countries on the coast of 
Guinea, they are, considered by the Negroes as 
their greatest tormentors. The flocks of parrots 
persecute them with their unceasing screaming; 
and devour whatever fruits they attempt to produce 
by art in their little gardens. In other places they 
are not so destructive, but sufficiently common ; 
and, indeed, there is scarcely a country of the 
tropical climates that has not many of the common 
kinds as well as some peculiarly its own. Travel- 
led have counted more than a hundred different 
kinds on the continent of Africa only ; there is one 
country in particular, north of the Cape of Good 
Hope; which takes its name from the multitude of 
parrots which are seen in its woods. There are white 
parrots seen in the burning regions of Ethiopia ; 
in “ the East Indies, they are of the largest size ; in 
South America, they are docile and talkative ; in 
all the islands of the Pacific Sea and the Indian 
Ocean, they swarm in great variety mid abundance. 
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and add to the splendour of those woods which 
Nature has dressed in eternal green.. 

So generally are these birds known at present, and 
so great is their variety, that nothing seems more 
extraordinary than that there was but one sort of 
them known among the ancients, and that at a time 
when they pretended to be masters of the world. 
If nothing else could serve to show the vanity of * 
Roman’s boast, the parrot-tribe might be an instance, 
of which there are a hundred kinds now known, 
not one of which naturally breeds in the countries 
that acknowledged the Roman power. The green 
parakeet, with a red neck, was the first of this kind 
that was brought into Europe, and the only one 
that was known to the ancients from the time of 
Alexander the Great to the age of Nero. This 
was brought from India ; and when afterwards the 
Romans began to seek and rummage through all 
their dominions, for new and unheard-of luxuries, 
they at last found out others in Gaganda, an island 
of Ethiopia, which they considered as an extra- 
ordinary discovery. 

Parrots have usually the same disorders with other 
birds; and they have one or two peculiar to their 
kind. They are sometimes struck by a kind of 
apoplectic blow, by which they fall from their 
perches, and for a while seem ready to expire. 
The other is the growing of the beak, which be- 
comes so very much hooked as to deprive them of 
the power of eating. These infirmities, .however, 
do, not hinder than from being lengdived ; for -a 
parrot, well kept, wiU live five or six and twenty 
..•years. < , ■ , g 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The Pigeon , and its Varieties. 

This is one of the birds which, from its great 
fecundity, we have, in some measure, reclaimed 
from a state of nature, and taught to live in habits 
of dependence. Indeed, its fecundity seems to be 
increased by human cultivation, since those pigeons 
that live in a wild state, in the woods, are by no 
means so fruitful as those in our pigeon -houses 
nearer home. The power of increase in most birds 
depends upon the quantity of their food ; and it is 
seen, in more than one instance, that man, by 
supplying food in plenty, and allowing the animal 
at the same time a proper share of freedom, has 
brought some of those kinds which are known to 
lay but once a year, to become much more prolific. 

The tame pigeon, and all its beautiful varieties, 
derive their origin from one species, the Stock 
Dove only, the English name, implying its being 
the stock or stem from whence the other domestic* 
kinds leave been propagated. This bird, in it* war 
tur&l state, is of a deep bluish ash-colour ; the breast 
dashed with a fine changeable green, and purple ; 
its wings marked with two black bars;,, the back 
white, and the tail barred near the end w ith black. 
These are the colours of the pigeon in a state of 
nature ; and from these simple tints has manbyert 
pf^mgated a variety that wards cannoideseribn* mr 
even fancy suggest. Hpyvever, 

severe* hs * 
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colour land even the fecundity of these birds may 
be altered by art, yet their natural manners and 
inclinations continue still the same. 

The stock-dove, in its native woods, differs from 
the ring-dove, a bird that has never been reclaimed, 
by its breeding in the holes of rocks and the hollows 
of trees. All other birds of the pigeon kind build, 
like rooks, in the topmost branches of the forest, 
and choose their habitation as remote as possible 
from man. But this species soon takes to build in 
artificial cavities ; and from the temptation of n 
ready provision and numerous society, easily submits 
to the tyranny of man. Still, however, it preserves 
its native colour for several generations, and be- 
comes more variegated only in proportion as it 
removes from the original simplicity of ks colouring 
in the woods. 

The dove-house pigeon, as is well known, breeds 
every month ; but then it is necessary to supply 
it with food when the weather is severe, or the 
fields are covered with snow. Upon other occa- 
sions, it maybe left to provide for itself ; and it 
generally repays the owner for his protection. 
Tie pigeon lays two white eggs, which most 
usually produce young ones of different sexes. For 
the laying of each egg, it is necessary to have a 
particular congress with the male ; and the egg is 
usually deposited in the afternoon. When the eggs 
are thus laid, the female in the space of fifteen days, 
not including the three days during which she is 
employed in laying, continues to batch, relieved at 
intervals by the Stale, The turns a*e usually re^ 
gnkted with great exactness. From three or four 
•oSelank in the evening till nine the next day, the 
■ i,' 1 ***, iv. ■<* . 
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female continues to sit ; she is then relieved by the 
pale, who takes his place frop ten till three, while 
his mate is feeding abroad. In this manner they 
sit alternately till the young are excluded. If, 
during this term, the female delays to return at the 
expected time, the male follows and drives her to 
the nest; and should he in his turn be dilatory, 
she retaliates with equal severity. 

The young ones when hatched require no food 
for the three first days, only wanting to be kept 
warm, which is an employment the female takes 
entirely upon herself. During this period, she never 
stirs out, except for a few minutes to take a little 
food. ' From this they are fed for eight or ten days, 
with corn or grain of different kinds, which the old 
ones gather in the fields, and keep treasured up in 
their crops, from whence they throw it up again 
into the mouths of their young ones, who very 
greedily demand it. 

As this method of feeding the young from the 
crop is different in birds of the pigeon kind from 
all others, it demands a more detailed explanation. 
Of all birds, for its size, the pigeon has the largest 
crop, which is also made in a manner quite peculiar 
to the kind. In two of these that were dissected 
by a member of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
it was found that if the anatomists blew air into 
the windpipe, it distended the crop or gullet to a 
prodigious size. This was the more extraordinary 
as there seemed to be no communication whatso- 
ever between these two receptacles ; as the conduit 
by which we breathe, as every one knows, leads to 
a very different receptacle from that where we. put 
mr food. By what apertures the air blown info tM 
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longs of the pigeon makes its way into the ctop, is 
unknown ; but nothing is mom certain than that 
these birds have a power of' filling the Crop with 
air ; and some of them, which are called croppers, 
distend it in such a manner, that the bird’s breast 
seems bigger than its body; The peculiar me* 
chan km of this part is not well known,btit the 
necessity for it in these animals is pretty obvious. 
The pigeon, as we all know, lives entirely Upon 
grain and water; these are mixed together in the 
crop ; and in the ordinary way are digested in pro- 
portion as the bird lays in its provision. Bat to 
-feed its young, which are very voracious, it # neces- 
sary to lay in a store greater than ordinary, and to 
give the food a kind of half maceration to suit their 
tender appetites. The heat of the bird‘8 body, 
assisted by air, and numerous glands separating a 
milky fluid, are the most necessary instruments for 
this operation ; but, in proportion as the food mace- 
rates, it begins to swell also ; and the crop must of 
consequence be considerably dilated. Still, how- 
ever, the air which is contained in it gives the bird 
a power of contracting it at pleasure ; for if it were 
filled with more solid substances, the bird couid 
have no power to compress it. But this is not the 
case, the bird can compress its crop at pleasure ; 
and driving out the air, catt thus drive trat the 
food also, which is fofced Up the gullet like a 
pellet front a pop-ghn. The young ones open- 
mouthed receive this tribute Of affection, and are thus 
iiM three Ernes' W tlay. In feeding, the male usually 
USpplies the young female ; while the old female 
• BBjqflies the young of the opposite sex. The food 
whfcW ’they are soppKed i® more macerate! in 
; • v';' 1 q 2 
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the beginning ; but As they grow older, the parents 
give it less preparation, and at last drive them out 
to shift for themselves. When well fed, however, 
the old odes do not wart for the totaldismission of 
their young ; hot, in the same nest, are to be found 
young ones almost hi for flight, and eggs hatching 
at the same time. < . 

The fidelity of the turtle-dove is proverbial, and 
makes the usual comparison of such poets as are 
content to repeat what others have said before 
them ; bat the pigeon of the dove-house is not so 
faithful ; and, having been subjected to man, it puts 
on licentiousness among its other domestic habits. 
Two mates are often seen quarrelling for the same 
mistress ; and when the female admits the addresses 
of a new gallant, her old companion seems to bear 
the contempt with some marks of displeasure, 
abstains from her company, or if he approaches, it 
is only to chastise her. There have been instances 
when two males being displeased with their re- 
spective mates, have thought proper to make an 
exchange, and have lived in great harmony with 
their new companions. ^ 

> So great is the produce of this bird in its domestic 
state, that near fifteen thousand may in the space 
of four years be produced from a single pair; 
But the stock-dove seldom breeds above twice : a 
year ; for, when the winter months come, foe whole' 
employment of ilje fond couple is rather for self- 
preservation, than transipiUtng a posterity. They.* 
seem, however, to have a stronger attachment to 
theiryouug than those who are found to breed so 
offon; whether, ft be that instinct acts more powers 
f*%; upon ikua. in their aiate of >nalM^i;Qg>tfoeBl» 



THE' PIE KXNB. ggg 

their affections are less divided by the multiplicity 
of claims. ‘ 

It is from a species of these, therefore, that those 
pigeons which are called carriers, and are used to 
convey letters; are produced* . : These ,«re- easily 
distinguished from aU others by tfieir eyes; which 
are compassed about with a broad circle of naked', 
white skin, and by being of a darit bine or blackish 
colour. It is from their attachment 1 *©' their native 
place, and particularly where they have brought 
up their, young, that these birds are employed in 
several countries as the most expeditious carriers. 
They are first brought from the place wheris they 
were bred, and whither it is intended to send them 
back with information. The letter is tied under 
the bird’s wing, and it is then let loose to return. 
The little animal no sooner finds itself at liberty; 
than its passion for its native spot directs all its 
motions. It is seen, upon these occasions, flying 
directly into the clouds to an amazing height; and 
then, with the greatest certainty and exactness, 
directing itself by some surprising instinct towards 
home, which lies sometimes at many miles distance, 
bringing its message to those to whom it is directed. 
By what marks they discover the place, by what 
chart they are guided in the right way, is to us 
utterly unknown ; certain it is, that in the spate of 
ah hour and a half they perform a journey of forty 
miles ; which is a degree of dispatch three times 
greater than the fleetest quadruped can perform. 
These birds are not brought up ! at present “with as 
much care as formerly, wbeh they were sent from 
governors in a, besieged city to generals that wore 
darning to relieve it without ? when they were stint 
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fmm princes to their subjects with the tidni£s of 
some fortunate event or from lovers to their mis- 
tresses with expressions of their passion. The last 
use we have seen made of them, was to be let fly 
at Tyburn On days of execution, when the cart was 
drawn away ; pretty much as when some ancient 
hero was to bp interred, an eagle was let off from 
the funeral pile, td complete his apotheosis.* 

The varieties of the tame pigeon are so numerous 
that it would be a vain attempt to mention them so 
much is the figure and the colour of this bird under 
human control, that pigeon-fanciers. By coupling a 
male and female of different sorts, can breed them, 

[* In the Annual Register for the year 1765, wc read of an 
experiment which was made, by which the velocity of flight in. 
these birds was pretty well ascertained. A Gentleman, for a 
trifling wager, sent a carrier pigeon from London by the coach 
to a friend at St. Edmondsbury ; and along with it a note, desiring 
that the pigeon, two days after its arrival there, might be thrown 
up precisely when the town-clock struck nine in the morning. 
This was accordingly done; and the pigeon arrived in London, 
and flew into the Bell Inn in Bishopsgute-street, at half an hour 
past eleven o’clock of the same morning ; having flown 72 miles 
m the space of two hours and a half. 

Some years ago this animal was made use offer a very extra- 
ordinary purpose. During the drawing of the Lottery, a gang 
of sharpers distributed in various places, devised a eclihtrte for 
making this bird the instrument of their plunder. Qm of these 
to bring him irith a carrier pigeon, and wraifc in the Guildhall 
rill a large prize was drawn, and with all possible dispatch, to 

{ dace the fortunate number under the wing of the pigeon, and 
et him loose. This intelligence was faithfully conveyed ttfhis 
associate; in a much more speedy manner than by ike usual 
mode, and he was directed to insure the number tp.whatever 
amount ho . thought proper. It is probable, that from this cir- 
cumstance might arise the application of the common cant term. 
pigeon, to any one who had been over- reach®# ^ * 
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M ■*> a ^ atber - Prom henc ! we 
have the various names# Croppers, Carriers Jaco- 
bines. Pouters, Runts, ami Turbits ; .all birds that 
at first might have accidentally varied from the 
stock-dove ; and then, by hating these varieties Mill 
heightened by food, climate, and .pairing, different 
species have b<mn produced, jfetet **:*»$*9 
species of the wild pigeon which, though bearing 
a strong affinity to the stock-dove, a|e, nevi&rffie^s8, 
sufficiently different from it to deserve a distinct 
description, - The Ring-dove is of this number ; a 
Kood deal larger than the former* add building its 
IZ, with, a few dry sticks, # the boughs f ^ 
This seems a bird much fonder of its native Freedom 
than the former ; and attempts have been frequently 
made to render it domestic : but they have hitherto 
proved fruitless ; for, though their eggs have been 
hatched by the tame pigeon in a dove-house, yet, as 
soon as they could fly, they always betook them- 
selves to the woods where they Were first produced. 
In the beginning of winter these assemble in great 
flocks in the woods, and leave off cooing ; nor do 
they resume this note of courtship till the beginning 
of March, when the genial season, by supplying 
them with food, renews their desires. . 

The Turtle-dove is a smaller, but a much shyer 
bird than any of the former. It may easily be dis- 
tinguished from the rest by the iris of the eye; which 
is, of a fine yellow, and by a beautiful crimson circle 
that encompasses the eye-iids. . J%ne fidelity of t lese 
birds is noted ; and a pair being put in a cage, i 
one dies, the other will not survive it. The turtle- 
dove 'is a bird of passage, and few or none remain 

. ’&■ *4mP&** ^ ® s ■ “ 
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Socks when they come to breed here in summer, 
and delight in open, mountainous, sandy countries. 
But they build their nests in the midst of woods, 
and choose the most retired situations for incubation. 
They feed upon all sorts of grain, but are fondest 
of millet-seed. 

To this short list might be added a long catalogue 
of foreign pigeons, of which we know little more 
than the plumage and the names; indeed, the 
variety of their plumage is as beautiful as the names 
by which they are known, are harsh and dissonant. 
The Ocotzimtzcan, for instance, is one of the most 
splendid tenants of the Mexican forests ; but tew I 
believe would desire to leiarn the name, only to be 
informed that it is covered with purple, green, and 
yellow plumage. To describe such birds, the his- 
torian’s pen is not half such a useful implement as 
the painter’s pencil. 
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CHAP. I. 

Of Birds of the Sparrow Kind in general. 

Still descending from the larger to the smaller, 
we come to birds of the sparrow kind ; or that 
class of beautiful little animals that, being less than 
the pigeon, go on diminishing till we arrive at 
the humming-bird, the smallest of the feathered 
creation. 

The birds which compose this class chiefly live 
in the neighbourhood of man, and are his greatest 
favourites. The falcon may be more esteemed, and 
the tnrkey more useful ; but these he considers as 
servants, not as friends ; as animals reclaimed merely 1 
to supply him with some of the conveniences of 
life : but these little painted songsters have his af- 
fections, as well from their beauty as their melody ; 
it is this delightful class that fill bis groves with 
harmony, and lift his heart to sympathize with their 
raptures. All the other classes are either mute or 
screaming ; it is this diminutive tribe only that have 
voices equal to the beauty of their figures ; equally 
adapted to rejoice man, and delight each other. 

As they are the favourites of man, so they are 
chiefly seen near him, AH the great birds dread his 
vicinity, and keep to the thickest darkness of the 
forest, or the brow of the most craggy precipice; 
but these seldom resort to the thicker parts of the 
wood ; they keep near its edges, in the neighbour- 
hood of cultivated fields ; in the hedge-rows of 
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farm-grounds ; and even in the yard, mixing with 
the poultry. 

It must be owned, indeed, that their living near 
man, is not a society of affection on their part, as 
they approach inhabited grounds merely because 
their chief provision is to be found there. In the 
depth of the desert, or the gloom of the forest, - 
there is no grain to be picked up ; none of those 
tender buds that are so grateful to their appetites : 
insects, themselves, that make so great a part of 
their food, are not found there in abundance ; their 
natures being unsuited to the moisture of the place. 
As we enter, therefore, deeper into uncultivated 
woods, the silence becomes more profound, every 
thing carries the look of awful stillness ; there are 
none of those warbling®, none of those murmurs that 
awaken attention, as near the habitations of men ; 
there is nothing of that confused buzz, formed by 
the united though distant voices of quadrupeds and 
bird® ; but ah is profoundly dead and solemn. Now 
and then, indeed, the traveller may be roused from 
this lethargy of life, by tbe voice of a heron, or 
the scream of an eagle ; but hts sweet little friends 
the warblers have totally forsaken him. 

There is still anothei reason for these little birds 
avoiding the depths of the forests ; which is, that 
their formidable enemies usually reside there. The 
greater birds, like robbers, choose the most dreary 
solitudes for their retreats ; and if they do not fidd, 
they make a desert all around them. The small 
birds % from their tyranny, and take protection 
in the Vicinity of mao, where tliey know their 
more unmerciful foes will not venture to pursue* 
them, 
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All birds, even those of passage, seem content 
v with a certain district to provide food end centre 
in. The red breast or the wren seldom leaves the 
field where it has been brought up, or where -its 
young have been excluded ; even though hunted. Mi 
flies along the hedge, and seems fond of the place 
with an imprudent perseverance. The faCtis,afl 
these small birds mark out a territory to. themselves; 
which they will permit none of their own Bpecies 
to remain in ; they guard their dominions with the 
most watchful resentment ; and we seldom find two 
male tenants in the same hedge together. 

Thus, though fitted by Nature for the'mosf 
wandering life, these little animals do not make such 
distant excursions during the season of their Stay, 
as the stag or the leveret. Food seems to be the 
only object that puts them in motion, and when 
that is provided for them in sufficient plenty they 
never wander. But as that is seldom permanent 
through the year, almost every bird is then obliged 
to ^change its abode. Some are called birds of' 
passage, because they are obliged to take long 
journeys for this purpose; but, strictly speaking, 
almost every other kind are birds of passage, though 
their migration may not be to places so remote. At 
some particular season of the year, all small birds • 
migrate either from one county toan other, or from 
the more inland provinces towards the shore. ! ? 1 1 

There are several persons who get a livelihood 
by watching the seasons when our small birds begin 
to migrate: from one county to another, and by • 
taking them- with nets in their passage. The birds'' 
arefound to fly? as the bird catchers term it, chiefly 
during thfe month of October, and part of Septeoiftek’-* 
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and November. There is also another flight in , 
March, which is much less considerable thau that in 
autumn. Nor is it less remarkable, that several of 
these species of flight-birds make their appearance 
in regular succession. The pippet, for instance, 
begins its flight every year about Michaelmas, when 
they are caught in greatest number. To this the 
wood-lark succeeds, and continues its flight till 
towards the middle of October ; other birds follow, 
but are not so punctually periodical ; the green-finch 
does not begin till the frost obliges it to seek for 
a change. These birds, during those months, fly 
from day-break till twelve at noon ; and there is 
afterwards a small flight from two till night. Such 
are the seasons of the migration of the birds, which 
have been usually considered as stationary, and on 
these occasions they are caught in great abundance, 
as they are on their journey. But the same arts 
used to allure them upon other occasions would be 
utterly fruitless, as they avoid the nets with the 
most prudent circumspection. The autumnal flight 
probably consists of the parents conducting their 
new-fledged young to those places where there is 
sufficient provision, and a proper temperament of 
the air during the winter season : and their return 
in spring is obviously from an attachment to the 
place which was found so convenient before for the 
purposes of nestling and incubation. 

\ Autumn is the principal season when thebird- 
catchcr employs bis art to catch these wanderers. 
His nests are a most ingenious piece of mechanism, 
being generally twelve yards and a half long,’ and 
two yards and a half wide, and wo contrived as 
from a flat position to rise on eadh sideband clap 
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ever the birds that are decoyed to come betweeu 
them. The birds in, their passage are always ob- 
served to fly against the wind ; hence there is a great 
contention among the bird-catchers which shall 
gain the wind ; for example, if it is westerly, the 
bird-catcher who kys his nets roost to the east, is 
sure of the most plentiful sport, if his call-birds 
are good. For this purpose, be generally carries 
five or six linnets, two gold-finches, two green- 
finches, one wood-lark, one red-poll, and perhaps a 
ball-finch, a yellow-hammer, a tit-lark, and an 
aberdavine: these are placed at small distances 
from the nets, in little cages. He has besides what 
he calls his flur-birde, which are placed upon a 
moveable perch, which the bird-catcher can raise 
at pleasure by meads of a string ; and these he 
always lifts gently up and down as the wild bird 
approaches. But this is not enough to allure the 
wild bird down : it must be called by one of the call- 
birds in the cages ; and these, by being made to 
moult prematurely in a warm cage, call louder and 
better than those that are wild and at freedom. 
There even appears a malicious joy in these call- 
birds tp bring the wild ones into the same state of 
captivity, while at the same time their call is louder 
and their plumage brighter than in a state of nature. 
Nor is their sight or hearing less exquisite, far 
exceeding that of the bird-catcher,* for the instant 
the wild birds are perceived, notice is given by one 
to the rest of the call-birds, who all unite in the 
same tumultuous extacy of pleasure. The caH- 
birds do not sing upon these occasions as a bird 
does ip a chamber, but incite the wild ones by short 
jerks, which, when the. birds are good, may be 
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heard at a great distance. The allurement of (Us 
call is so great, that the wild bird hearing it is 
stopped in its most rapid flight ; and, if not already 
acquainted with the nets, lights boldly within 
twenty yards perhaps of the bird-catcher, and on 
a spot which it would otherwise hare quite dis- 
regarded. This is the opportunity "wished for, and 
the bird-catcher pulling a string, the nets on each 
side rise in an instant, and clap directly down on 
the poor little unsuspecting visitant. Nay, it 
frequently happens that if half a flock only are 
caught, the remaining half will immediately after- 
wards light between the nets, and share the fate of 
their companions. Should only one bird escape, 
this unhappy survivor will also venture into danger 
till it is caught ,* such a fascinating power have the 
call-birds. 

Indeed, it is not easy to account for the nature of 
this call, whether it be a challenge to combat, an 
invitation to food, or a prelude to courtship. As 
the call-birds are all males, and as the wild birds 
that attend to their voice are most frequently males 
also, it does not seem that love can have any in- 
fluence in their assiduity. Perhaps the wild females 
in these flights, attend to and obey the call below, 
and their male companions of the flight come down 
to hear them company, if this be the case, and 
that the females have unfaithfully led their mates 
into the nets, they are the first that are punished 
for their infidelity ; the males are only made captives 
for singing ; while the females are indiscriminately 
killed, and sold to be served up to the tables of the 
delicate. : 

Whatever, toe foe motives font thus arrest-a fleete- 
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equally remarkable for-bolb*; yli'ds* peiehaps, the 
gmsiai desire tiiat inspiret tbe <^reg» <tf inost 
aaignah ,*■ and that being .geeateMAft themafesigives 
them a greater degreeof vfttoJir than ibe ieinaleSi 
Small birds, • being amorous, re* 
markably brave. ■' However contemptible theaejitile 
warriors are to forger creatures, they are oftea bat 
too formidable to each other ; and sometimes fight 
till one of them yields up his life with the victory. 
But their contentions are sometimes - of gentler 
nature. Two male birds shall strive in song, tilt, after 
a long struggle, the loudest shall entirely silence the 
other. Daring these contentions, the femaleaits ah 
attenti ve silent auditor* and often rewards the loudest 
songster with her company during the season: 

Singing among birds is almost universally the 
prerogative of the male. With them it is the 
reverse of what occurs in the human kind. Among 
the feathered tribe, the heaviest cares of life fall to 
the lot of the female. Hers is the fatigue of incu- 
bation, and to her devolves the principal fatigue 
of i nursing the : helpless brood. To alleviate these 
fatigues, and to support her under them. Nature 
has given the song to the male. . ' This serves as a 
note of blandishment at first to attract her afi'ec- 
tions,- it serves as a^sote todehglrtherdwing the 
time of her incuhation ,* bat it serves Mill farther as 
a note of ^security, reassure her fhat ho danger 
threaten# bis mate 

tinning at once to watch and to sing. Whiie his 
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and, as the poet expresses it, appears most kless0y 
token most «nseei%; bat if any appearance of 
danger offers to intrude, the male, that a moment 
before was so loud and sportive, stops all of a 
sudden ; and this is a most certain signal to his 
mate to provide for her own security* ? 

The nest of little birds seems to be of a more deli- 
cate contrivance titan that of the larger kinds. As 
the volume of their bodies is smaller, the materials 
of which their nests are composed ate generally 
warmer;' It, is easy to conceive that small tilings 
keep heat a shorter time than those that are large. 
The eggs, therefore, of small birds require a place 
of more constant warmth than those of great ones, 
as being liable to cool more quickly ; and accord- 
ingly their nests are built warmer and deeper, lined 
on the inside with softer substances, and guarded 
above with a belter covering. But it sometimes 
happens that the little architects are disturbed in 
their operations, and then they, are obliged to make 
a nest, not such as they wish, but such as they can. 
The bird whose nest has been robbed several times, 
builds up her last in a very slovenly manner, con- 
scious that, from the near approach of winter, she 
must not take time to give her habitation every 
possible advantage it is capable of receiving. When 
the nest is finished, nothing can exceed the cunning 
which the male and female employ to conceal it. If 
it is built in bushes, the pliant brunches are so dis- 
posed us to hide it entirely from the view ; if It be 
built among moss, nothing outwardly appears to 
show that there is an habitation within. It is always 
built near those places where food is found in greatest 
abundance j and they take care never to go in or 
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^i»t while there is. any one in sight. The greater 
birds continue from their nearer some time, as 
as their eggs take no damage in their absence ; but 
the little birds are assiduous while they sib und the 
nest is always occupied by the male when the female 
is obliged to seek for sustenance. 

The first food of all birds of the sparrow kind 
is worms and insects. Even the sparrow and the 
gold-finch, that when adult feed only upon, grain, 
have both been fed upon insects white in the nest. 
The young ones, for some time after their exclusion 
from the shell, require no food ; but the parent 
soon finds by their chirping and gaping thdt they 
begin to feel the approaches Of hunger, and flies to 
provide them a plentiful supply. ' In her absence, 
they continue to lie close together, and cherish 
each other by their mutual warmth. During this 
interval also they preserve a perfect silence; uttering 
not the slightest note till the parent returns. Her 
arrival is always announced by a chernp, which 
they perfectly understand, and which they answer 
all together, each petitioning for its portion. The 
parent distributes a supply to each by turns, 
cautiously avoiding to gorge them, but to give 
them often though little at a time. The wren will 
in this manner feed seventeen or eighteen young 
ones, without passing over one of them. 

Such is the manner in which these birds bring 
forth and batch their young ; bat it yet, remains to 
usher them from the nest into life, and this they 
very assiduously perform. When they are fully 
fledged, and fitted for short flights, the old ones, if 
the weather be fair, lead them a few yards from the 
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nest, and then compel them to return. For two or 
three succeeding days they are ted out in the same 
manner, but each day to seek more distant adven- 
tures. When it is perceived that they can, fly, and 
shift for themselves, then the parents forsake them 
for ever, and pay them no more attention than they 
do to other birds in the same flock. Indeed, it 
would seem among these little animals that, from 
the moment their young are set out, all future con- 
nexion ceases between the male and female ; they 
go separate ways, each to provide for itself, during 
the rigours of winter ; and, at the approach of 
spring, each seeks for a new associate. 

In general, birds, when they come to pair in 
spring, associate with those of their own age and 
place of abode. Their strength or courage is 
generally in proportion to their age; the oldest 
females first feel the accesses of desire, and the 
oldest males are the boldest to drive off all younger 
pretenders. Those next in courage and desire, 
become pretenders, till they are almost all provided 
in turn. The youngest come last ; as, in fact, they 
are the, latest in their inclinations. But still there 
are several, both males and females, that remain 
unprovided for; either not happening to meet 
with each other, or at least not during the genial 
interval. Whether these mix with small birds of a 
different species, is a doubt which naturalists have 
not, been able thoroughly to resolve. Addison, in 
some beautiful Latin lines, inserted in the Spectator,, 
is entirely of opinion that birds observe a strict 
chastity of manners, and jtypttr atjmit the 
$£ a djffertenk f r»he. • / * , ' ; '//V’V! 2 
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Ch4»W are theft instincts, faithful is their foe, •< 
m foreign beauty tempts t® Ialse4$«ii » + • •» , . 

Tim snow-white vestare and the glittering crown, ,, , , , 

The .simple plumage, or the glossy down, . 

Prompt not their love. ' The patriot bird pursues . 

SfHis jr ell-acquainted tints, and kindred hues : ; 

Hence through their tribes no mix’d polluted flame, 

No monster breed to mark the groves with shame ; 

But the chaste blackbird, to its partner true, 

Thinks black alone is beauty's favourite hue ; 

The nightingale, with mutual passion blest, 

Sing* to its mote, and nightly charms the Kesti ,* 

While the dark owl, to court his partner flies, < . . 

And owns his offspring in their yellow eye* , 


Bat whatever may be the poet’s opinion, the 
probability is against this fidelity among the smaller 
tenants of the grove. The great birds are much 
more true to their species than these ; and, of con- 
sequence, the varieties among them are more few. 
Of the ostrich, the cassowary, and the eagle, there 
are but few species; and no arts that man can 
use, could probably induce them to mix with each 
other. 

But it is otherwise with the small birds we are 
describing ; it requires very little trouble to make 
a species between a gold-finch and a canary-bird, 
between a linnet and a lark. They breed frequently 
together; and produce a race, not, like the mules 
among quadrupeds, incapable of breeding again ; 
for this motley mixture are as , fruitful as their 
parents. What is so easily done by ai$, very pro- 
bably often happens in a state of nature ; and when 
the Triple cannot find a mate of his own species, he 
flies to one of another, that, like him, has been left 
out in pairing. This, some historians think, may 
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have giveii rfse to the great variety of small birds 
that are seen among us ; Some uncommon mixture 
might first have formed a new species^ and this 
might have been continued down, by birds- of this 
species choosing to breed together. # 

Whether the great variety of our small birds 
may have arisen from this source, cannot now be 
ascertained : but certain it is, that they resemble 
each other very strongly, not only in their form and 
plumage, but also in their appetites and manner 
of living. The gold-finch, the linnet, and the yellow- 
hammer, though obviously of different species, yet 
lead a very similar life ; being equally an active, 
lively, salacious tribe, that subsist by petty thefts 
upon the labours of mankind, and repay them with 
a song. Their nests bear a similitude ; and they 
are all about the same time in hatching their young, 
which is usually fifteen day®. Were 1, therefore, 
to describe the manners of these with the same 
minuteness that I have done the greater birds, I 
should only present the reader with a repetition of 
the same accounts, animated neither, by novelty 
nor information. Instead, therefore, of specifying 
each sort., I will throw them into groopes ; uniting 
those together that practise the. same manners, or 
that are remarkable for similar qualifications. . 

Willughby has divided all the smaller birds into 
those that have slender , bills, and those that have 
abort and thick bills. Those with slender bills 
chiefly live jipon insects ; those with short, strong 
bills, live mostly upon fruits and grain. Among 
slender-billed birds he enumerates the thrush, the 
black bird, the field-fere, the starling, the lark; the 
titmouse, the waiter-wagtail, the nightingale, tiie 
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redstart, the robin red-breast, the beccafigo, ihe r 
Stone-chatter, the whin-chat, the gold-finch, the 
White-throat, the hedge-sparrow, " the pettichaps, 
the golden-crowned wren, the wren, the humming- 
bird, a|d several other small bjrds of the sparrow 
kind,, unknown in this part of the World. 

All these, as was said, live for the most part 
upon insects ; and are consequently of particular 
benefit to matt. By these are his grounds cleared 
of the pernicious swarms of vermin that devour the 
budding leaves and flowers ; and that, even attack 
the root itself, before ever the vegetable can come 
to maturity. These seek for and destroy the eggs 
of insects that Would otherwise propagate in 
numbers beyond the arts of man to extirpate ; 
they know better than man where to seek for them ; 
and thus at once satisfy their own appetites, and 
render him the most essential services. 

But this is not the only merit of this tribe: in it 
we have the sweetest songsters of the grove ; their 
notes are softer, and their manner more musically 
soothing than those of hard-billed birds. The 
foremost in musical, fame are, the nightingale, the 
thrush, the blackbird, the lark, the red-breast, the 
black-cap, jmd the wren. 

Birds of the sparrow kind, with thick and short 
bills, are the gros-beak, the green -finch, the bull- 
finch, the cross-bill, the house-sparrow, the chaf- 
finch, the brarabling, the linnet, the. siskin, 
the bunting, the yellow-hammer, the ortolan, 
the wheat-ear, and several other foreign birds, 
of which we know rather the names than the 
history. These chiefly feed upon fruits, grain, and 
corn. Theyare often troublesome to man, as they 
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^B;:a numerous tribe : the hardest oftettsuffers 
from their depredations ; and whiiethey arc driven 
off, from one end of the field, they fly round, and 
come in at the other. But these also have their 
uses ; they are frequently the distributors of seeds 
into different districts ; those grains which, they 
swallow, are sometimes not wholly digested;, and 
these., kid upon a soil congenial to them, embellish 
tlie face of nature with that agreeable variety 
which art but vainly attempts to imitate. The 
misletoe plant, which we often see growing on the 
tops of elm and other trees, has been thought to be 
propagated in this manner ; yet, as it is often seen 
growing on the under side of the branch, and 
sometimes on a perpendicular shoot, it seems extra- 
ordinary how a seed could be deposited in that 
situation. However this be, there are many plants 
propagated from the depositions of hirds ; and some 
seeds are thought to thrive the better, for first 
having undergone a kind of maceration in the 
^stomach of the little animal, before it is voided on 
the ground. 

There are some agreeable songsters in this tribe 
also; and those who like a loud piercing pipe, 
endued with great variety and perseverance, will be 
pleased most with their singing. The songsters of 
this class are the canary-bird, the linnet, the chaf- 
finch, the gold-finch, the green-finch, the ball-finch, 
the bramWing, the siskin, and tfie yellow-hammer; 
The note of these is not so generally pleasing as 
that of the soft-hilled bird, but it usually holds 
longer ; and, in a cage, these birds are more easily 

fed,. '■> 

This class of small birds, like all the greater, bps 
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its wanderers, that leave us for a season; and then 
return;, to propagate, to sing, or to embellish the 
landscape here. Some of this! sftiallerMnd, indeed, 
are called birds of passage, that do not properly 
come uglier that denomination ;,for thooghtheydis- 
appear in one place, they never iedve the kingdom, 
but are seen somewhere else.* But there are many 
among them, that take longer flights, and go to a 
region colder or warmer, as it suits their constitutions. 
The field-fare and the red-wing breed, pass their 
summers in Norway,, and other cold countries, and 
are tempted here to pur mild winters, and to throe 
various berries which then abound with up, and 
make their principal food. The haw-finch and the 
cross-bill are uncertain visitants, and have no stated 
times of migration. Swallows ole very species dis- 
appear at the approach of winter. The nightingale, 
the black cap, the fly-catcher, the willow-wren, the 
wheat-ear, the whin-chat, and the stone-chatter, 
leave us before the approach of winter ; while the 
siskin ami the linnet only forsake us when our 
winters are more than usually severe. All the rest 
of the smaller tribe never quit this country ; but 
support the severest rigours of the climate. 

Yet it must not be supposed that the manners of 
©ur little birds prevail in all other countries ; and that 
such kinds as are stationary with us, never wander 
in other parts of Europe; on .the contrary, it 
happens' that many of those kinds which are birds 
of passage in England, are seen, in other places, 
never to|depart, but to make one country their 
flxed residence flie whole year round. It is also 
frequent, that some birds, which with us are faithful 
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residents, in other kingdoms pat on the nature of 
bird* of passage, and disappear for a season. 

The swallow, that with as i* particularly re- 
marked for being a bird of passage, in Upper Egypt, 
and in the island of Java, breeds and continues the 
whole year, without ever disappearing. Larks, that 
remain with us the year throughout, are birds of 
passage in Sweden ; and forsake that climate m 
winter, to return again with the returning spring. 
The chaffinch, that with us is stationary, appears 
during the winter in Carolina and Virginia; but 
disappears totally in summer, to breed in the more 
northern regions. In Sweden , also, these little birds * 
are seen returning, at the approach of spring, from 
the warmer climates, to propagate ; which being 
^accomplished by the latter end of autumn, the males 
and females separate the males to continue among 
their native snows, the females to seek a warmer 
and gentler winter. On this occasion, they are 
seen in flocks, that darken all the air, without a 
single male among them, making their way into the 
more southern regions of Denmark, Germany, and 
Holland. In this Amazon-like retreat, thousands 
fall by the way ; some by fatigue, some by want; 
but the greatest number by the nets of the fowler ; 
the taking them being one of the chief amusements 
among the gentry where they pass. In short, the 
change of country with all this little tribe, is rather 
a pilgrimage than a journey ; a migration rather of 
necessity than of choice. ! 

Having thus given a general idea of t|e birds of 
this dass, it will be proper to give some account of 
the most remarkable among them. v „ 
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CHAT; 

Of the Thrush , arid its Affinities. 

, . ' '■ . * - ’ ' ‘ . .<•# 

With the Thrash we may rank the red-wing 1 , 
the field-fare, the black-bird, the ring-ouzel, and 
the water-ouzel. 

These are the largest of the sparrow kind, and 
may be distinguished from all others of this class., 
as well by their size, which is well known, ashy 
their bills, which , are a little bending at the point ; 
tt small notch near the end of the upper chap, arid 
the utmost toe adhering as far as the 4tr»t joint of 
the middle toe. To this tribe may be also added 
the stare or starling, which, though with a fiat bill, 
too much resembles these birds to be placed any * 
where else. 

The missel -thrush is distinguished from all of the 
kind by its superior size, being much larger than 
any of them. It differs scarcely in any other 
respect from the throstle, except that the spots on 
the breast are larger, it builds its nest in bushes, 
or on the side of some tree, as all of this kind 
are found to do, and lays four or five eggs in a 
season. Its song is very fine, which it begins in 
spring, sitting on the summit of a high tree. It is 
the largest bird of all the feathered tribe that has . 
music in its, voice,* the note of aU greater birds 
being either screaming, chattering, ©r croaking. It 
feeds on bisects, holly and misletoe berries ; and 
sometimes sends forth a very disagreeable scream 
when frighted or disturb ;©. 

The black-bird, which in cold countries, and 
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particularly upon the Alps, is sometimes seen all 
Over white, is a beautiful and canorous bird, 
whistling 1 an the spring and summer time with a 
noteat a distance the most pleasing of all the grove. 
It is the deepest-toned warbler of the Woods ; but 
it fa dither unpleasant in a cage, being lend and 
deafening. It lays four or five bluish eggs, in a nest 
usually Mlt at the stump of some old hawthorn, well 
plaistered on the inside with clay, straw, and hair. 

Pleasing, however, as this bird may be, the blue- 
bird, described by Bellonius, is in every respect far 
superior. This beautiful animal entirely resembles a 
black-bird in all but its blue colour. It lives in the 
highest parte of the Alps, and even there chooses 
the most craggy rocks and the most frightful preci- 
pices for its residence. As it is rarely caught, it is 
in high estimation even in the countries where it 
breeds, but still more valuable when carried from 
home. It not only whistles in the most delightful 
manner, but speaks with an articulate distinct 
voice. It is so docile, and observes all things with 
such diligence, that, though waked at midnight by 
any of the family, it will speak and whistle at the 
word of command. Its colour, aboutthe beginning 
of winter, from blue becomes black, which changes 
to its original hue on the first approaches of spring. 
It makes its nest in deep holes, in very high and 
inaccessible solitudes, and removes it not only 
from the accesses of man, but also hides it with 
surprising cunning from the shammoy, and other 
wild beasts that might annoy its young. 

The fanner of taking this beautiful bird fa said 
to be tfefa. The fowlers, either by chance, or by 
lying in wait, haying found out the pliee whetfe it 

.. "'s 
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builds, take with them a strong stilt or stake^ymch 
as the climbers of rocks make use of to assist them 
in their ascent. With the assistance;*^ this, they 
mount where an indifferent spectator would think 
it impossible to ascend, covering their heads at the 
same time to ward off any danger of the tatting of 
pebbles; or stones from abqve; At length* with 
extreme toil and danger, haying arrived at the nest, 
they draw it up fro ib the hole in which it is usually 
buried, and cherish the young with an assiduity 
equal to the pains they took , to obtain them. It 
produces for the most part five young, and never 
more; it seldom descends into the plain country; 
flies swifter than a blackbird, and uses the same 
food. 

The field- fare and the red-wing make but a short 
stay in this country. With us they are insipid tune- 
less birds, flying in flocks, and excessively watchful 
to preserve the general safety. AH their season 
of music and pleasure is employed in the more 
northern climates, where they, sing most delight- 
fully, perched among the forests of maples, with 
which those countries abound. They build their 
nests in hedges ; and lay six bluish green eggs 
spotted with black. 

The stare, distinguishable from the rest of this 
tribe by the glossy green of its feathers in some 
lights, and the purple in others, breeds in hollow 
trees, eaves of houses, towers, ruins, cliffs, and often 
in. high rocks over the sea. It lays four or five eggs 
of Op pale greenish ash colour, and makes its nest of 
strawy small fibres, of roots, and such like. Its 
stoice is rougber than the rest of this kind ; but what 
ilfwaat* in the . melody of its note, it compensates 
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by Uje facility with which it is taught to speak. lit 
winter these birds assemble in vast flecks,, and feed 
upon worms, and insects. At, the approach of 
spring,, they assemble in fields as if in conciliation 
together, and for three or four days seem to take 
no nourishment: the greater part leave the country ; 
the rest breed here and bring up. their young; 

To this tribe might be added above a hundred 
other birds nearly of the thrush size, and living like 
them upon fruit and berries. Words could not 
afford variety enough to describe all the beautiful 
tints that adorn the foreign birds of the thrush kind. 
The brilliant green of the emerald, the flaming red 
of the ruby, the purple of the amethyst, or the 
bright blue of the sapphire, could not by the most 
artful combination show any thing so truly lively 
or delightful to the sight as the feathers of the 
chilcoqui or the tantoiol. Passing, therefore, over 
these beautiful, but little known birds, I will only 
mention the American mock bird, , the favourite 
songster of a region where the birds excel rather in 
the beauty of their plumage than the sweetness of 
their notes. 

This valuable bird does not seem to vie with 
the feathered inhabitants of that country in the 
beauty of its plumage, content with qualifications 
that endear it to mankind much more, U is but a 
plain bird to the eye, about the siste of a thrush, of 
a white and gre\ colour, and a reddish bill. It is 
possessed not only of its own natural notes, which 
are musical and solemn, but it can assume the tone 
of every other animal in the wood, from the wolf to 
the raven. It seems even to sport itself in leading 
them astray. It will at one time allure the leaser 
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birds with the call of their mates, and then terrify 
them when they have come oear with the streams 
of the eagle. There is no bird to th© forest but it 
can mimic ; and there is none that it has not at 
times deceived by its call. But, not like such as we 
usually see famed for mimicking with us, and who 
have no particular merit of their own, the mock- 
bird is ever surest to please when it is most itself. 
At those times it usually frequents the bouses of. 
the American planters and, sitting all night on 
the chimney-top, pours forth the sweetest and the 
most various notes of any bird whatever. It would 
seem, if accounts be true, that the deficiency of 
most oilier song-birds in that country is made up 
by this bird alone. They often build their nests 
in the fruit-trees about houses, feed upon berries 
and other fruits, and are easily rendered domestic 

CHAP. III. 

Of ike Nightingale and . other soft-billed Song 

Birds, 

The Nightingale is not only famous among the 
moderns for its singing, but almost every one of the 
ancients who undertook to describe beautiful nature, 
has contributed to raise its reputation. The 
i r Nightingale," says Pliny, “ that, for fifteen days 
<e and nights hid in the thickest shades; continues 
“ her note without intermission, deserves our atten- 
“ tion and wonder. How suprising, that so great 
f ! a voice can reside in so small a body ! such per- 
severance in so minute an animal ! With what a 
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‘^thpsicalv propriety are the sound* 1 it pfcodttcieii 
*&' mMulated ! • T*bfe tfofe at one time drawhont With 
< s « long breath; now stealing off into a different 
" cadence, now interrupted by a breaks then 
“ changing into a new note by "" an r unexpected 
te transition ; now seeming to renew the same 
strain, then deceiving expectation ! ' She some- 
r - times seems to murmur within herself'; fully deep, 
£ft sharp, swift, drawling 1 / trembling ; now at the 
*** top, the middle, and the bottom of the scale! In 
e J\ short, in that little bill seems to reside all the 
" melody which man has vainly laboured to bring 
er from a variety of musical instruments. Some 
et even seem to be possessed of a different song 
<r from the rest, and contend with each other with 
er great ardour. The bird overcome is then seen 
" only to discontinue its song with its life.” 

The iriost famous of the feathered tribe visits 
England in the beginning of April, and leaves us 
in August. It is found but in some of the southern 
parts of the country, being totally unknown in 
Scotland, Ireland, or North Wales. They frequent 
thick hedges and low coppices, and generally keep 
in the middle of the bush, so that they are rarely 
seen. They begin their song in the evening, and 
generally continue it for the whole night! For 
weeks together, if undisturbed, they sit upon thg 
same tree; and Shakespeare rightly describes the 
nightingale sitting nightly in the same place! which 
I have frequently observed she seldom departs from, 
;> From Pliny's description, We should Jbe led to 
belleVe this bird possessed of a pepevernrjg strain ; 
biit, thougH It is, in fact so with the nigfi^h^ale in 
Italy, yeit in our bedgesln England' the 
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stress is by. no means so liberal «f her music. ^Her 
; note it toft, various, and interrupted ; the seldom 
holds it withouta pause above the. time that one 
can count twenty . The nightingale’s pausing song 
would be the proper epithet for this bird's music 
with us, which is more pleasing than the warbling 
of any other bird, because if is heard at a time 
when all the rest are silent. 

In the beginning of May, tfve nightingale pre- 
pares to make its nest, which is formed of the 
leaves of trees, straw, and moss. The nest being 
very eagerly sought after, is as cunningly secreted ; 
so tbat but a very few of them are found -by the 
boys when they go upon these pursuits. It is built 
at. the bottom of hedges, where the bushes are 
thickest and best 'covered. While the female 
continues sitting, the male, at a good distance, but 
always within bearing, cheers tbe patient hour with 
bis voice, and, by the short interruption, of bis 
song, often gives her warning of approaching 
danger. She lays four or five eggs ; of w hich but 
a part, in our cold climate, come to maturity. 

The delicacy, or rather the feme, of this bird’s 
music, has induced many to abridge its liberty, to 
be secured of its song. Indeed, the greatest part 
of what has been written concerning it in our 
conn try, consists in directions how to manage it 
fordomcstic singing ; while the history of tbe bird 
is confined to try receipts for fitting it for the cage. 
Its song, however, in captivity, is not so very 
alluring ; and the tyranny of taking it from those 
hedges where only if is most pleasing, still more 
depreciates its imprisoned efforts. Gesner assures 
us, that it is not only the most agreeable son gster in 

voi. iv. 1 " s" 
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a* cage, but that it is possessed of amostadmifable 
faculty of talking. He tells the fallowing >, story -in 
fWbofof his assertion, which he says was commu- 
nicated to him by a friend. " Wbiki I was at 
‘f Ralisboo,” says his correspondent, ", I put up at 
" , an: inn, the sign of the Golden C^own, where my 
" host had three nightingales. What J am going 
" to repeat is wonderful, almost incredible, and yet 
“ is true. The nightingales were placed separately, 
" so that, each was shut up by itself in a dark cage. 
tf It happened at that time, being the spring of 
: " the year, when those birds are wont to sing in- 
" defatigably, that I was so afflicted with the stone, 
" that I could sleep but very little all night. It was 
" usual then about midnight, when there was no 
" noise in the house, but all still, to hear the two 
" nightingales jangling, and talking with each 
" other, and plainly imitating men’s discourses. 
,".For my part, I was almost astonished with 
" wonder ; for at this time, when all was quiet else, 
" they,, held conference together, and repeated 
(( whatever they had heard among the guests hy 
" day. Those two of them that were most notable, 
" and masters of this art, were, scarce ten foot 
“ distant from one another The third hung more 
'*'■ remote, so that I could not so well hear it as 1 
" lay a*bcd. Rut it is wonderful to tell how thosfe 
" two provoked each other, and , by answering, 
" invited and drew one another to speak; Yet 
" did they not confound their, words, ortalkboth 
" together, but rather utter them alternately and 
" of course. Besides the daily discourse of the 
guests, they chanted out two stories, which 
" generally held them from midnight till morning; 
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n and that with such modulations and inflection* 
" that no man could have taken to come front such 
“ little creatures. When I asked the host if they 
" had been taught, or whether he observed their 
K talking 1 in the night, be answered no : the same 
f * said the whole family. But I, who could not 
,r sleep for nights together, was perfectly sensible 
" of their discourse. One of their stories was eon- 
t( cerning the tapster and his wife, who refused to 
te follow him to the wars as he desired her ; for the 
" husband endeavoured to persuade his wife, as 
” far as 1 understood by the birds, that he would 
tf leave his service in that inp, and go to the wars 
“ in hopes of plunder. But she refused to follow 
* r him, resolving to <day either at Ratisbon, or go to 
** Nuremberg. There was a long and earnest ron- 
*' tention between them ; and all this dialogue the 
“ birds repeated. They even repeated the unseemly 
f ‘ words which were cast out between them, and 
" which ought rather to have been suppressed and 
te kept a secret. But the birds, uot knowing the 
“ difference between modest, immodest, honest, 
,e and filthy words, did out witli them. The other 
" story was concerning the war which the Emperor 
,f was' then threatening against the Protestants ; 
y which the birds probably heard from some of the 
‘ generals that had conferences in the house. These 
things did they repeat in the night after twelve 
o’clock, when there was a deep silence. But in 
er “the day-time, for the most part, they were silent, 
ft and seemed, to do nothing but meditate and 
cc revolve with themselves upon what the guests 
** conferred togetherus they sat at table, or in their 
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“walks. 1 verily had never believed our Pliny 
rt ’wyiliog so many wonderfal lhings concerning 
“ these little creatures, had Toot myself aeen with 
,r my eyes, and heard them with my ears uttering 
'* such things as I have related; Neither -yet can 
" I of a sudden write all, or call to remembrance 
rr '-every particular that I have heard?' . . . ' - 

Such is the sagacity ascribed to the nightingale ; 
It is hot to have high reputation for any one quality, 
and the world is ready enough to give us fame for 
others to which we have very small pretensions. 
But there is a little bird, rather celebrated for its 
affection to mankind than its singing,, which, how- 
ever, in our climate, has the sweetest note of all 
others. The reader already perceives that I mean 
the Red-breast, the well-known friend of man, 
tbat is found in every hedge, and makes it vocal. 
The note of other birds is louder, and their inflec- 
tions more capricious ; hut this bird’s voice is soft, 
tender, and well supported; and the more to be 
valued as we enjoy it the greatest part of the 
winter. If the nightingale’s song has been com- 
pared to the fiddle, the red -breast’s voice lias all the 
delicacy of the flute. - 
j The red-breast, during the spring, haunts the 
Wood, the grove, and the garden: it retires to the 
thickest and shadiest hedge-rows to breed in. But 
in winter it seems to become more domestic, and 
often to claim protection from man. Most of 4be 
soft-billed birds, the nightingale, the swallow, and 
the tit-mouse, leave us in the winter, when their 
insect food is no longer offered in plenty ; but 
the red-breast continues with us the yeafr round. 
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wqf tbg;%|(iine of winter % 

chirping 1 woupd >#e f wartn. habitations of mankind, 
fey-coming iatp tfepse j^feere dip rigour of 

the season is > «4a4^viriiueNce, igfecte 

themselves are foupd ia great Bombers,. attracted 
by the samejcanseCo , . v., n -, ■■■/.■■ • ’ ’ • , 

This bird breed* differently in diffiefpmt places.; 
in some countries its, nest is usually found in the 
crewce of, some mossy bank, or at the foot of a 
hawthorn in hedgerows; in others, it chooses the 
thickest coverts, and hides its nests with oak -leaves. 
The eggs are from four to five, of a dull white, 
with reddish streaks. . < : .; h .. 

The Lark, whether the sky dark, the wood, or rate 
tit-lark, being all distinguishable from other little 
birds by the length of their beef, are louder in their 
song than either of the former,., but not so pleasing. 
Indeed, the music of every bird in captivity produces 
no very pleasing sensations ; it is but the mirth of a 
little animal insensible of its unfortunate situation; 
it is the landscape, the grove, the golden break of 
day, the contest upon the hawthorn, the Buttering 
from branch to branch, the soaring in the air, and 
the answering of its young, that gives the; bird’s 
song its true relish. These united, improve each 
other, and raise the mind io a state of the highest, 

- yet roost harmless exultation. , Nothing, can in this 
situation of mind be more pleasing than to see the 
‘dark warbling upon the wing ; raising its note as 
it soars, until it seems lost in the immense heights 
above us, the note continuing, the bird itself un- 
seen ; to see it then descending with a swell as it 
comes from the'clouds, yet sinking hy degrees as it 
approaches its nest, the Spot where all its affections 


are centered ; ,% spotthat hasprpmpted all-tljist 

m- • ■ "• ■ '< . «r 

The lark builds its nest upon the ground beneath 

spine tmfthat serves tohide and shelter it. The 
female lays four or five eggs, of a dusky huein 
colour, somewhat like those ofa plover./ 1; It is, while 
stye is sitting that the male thus usually entertains 
her with his singing ; and while he is risen to, an 
imperceptible height, yet he still has his loved 
partner in his eye, nor once loses sight of the, nest, 
either while he ascends or is descending. This 
harmony continues several months, beginning early 
in the spring on pairing. In winter they assemble 
ip .flocks, when their song forsakes them, and the 
bird-catchers destroy them in great numbers for 
the tables of the luxurious? 

The Blackicap and the Wren, though so very 
diminutive, are yet prized by some for their singing. 
The former is called by some the mock nightin- 
gale; , and the latter is admired for the loudness of 
its note, compared to the little body from whence it 
issues. It must he confessed, that this disproportion 
between the voice of a bird and its Size, in some 
‘measure demands our wonder. Quadrupeds, in this 
respect may be considered as mutes to. them. The 
pegco< k is louder , than the lion, a fid the rabbit is not 
so loud as the wren.. But it must-be considered 
tbut birds are very, differently formed ;; their lungs, 
in s<*toe measure, are extended through their whole 
body, while in quadrupeds they lie only ifi the 
breast. In birds there are a vadety of cells which 
take j» the airland tttbs pour forth thfiir ooatents.at 
the little animal's command. The black-cap- arid 
the wren, therefore, are, as respectable for -their 
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their size. >'•/; . y}. 

,f ^ll these sdft-billed b^dfe^, , ft*is ; ;‘|ip}ssei fbr their 
singing, are rendered domestic; and brought up 
with* assiduity by such' as are fund of thdr voices in 
a cage. The same method pf treatment serves for 
all, as their fobd aiid thfei» : habits 'me 'Hoaflf flfe 
same. The manner of tilting and treating them;* 
particntefiy the nightingale; is this. A UightirH- 
gate’s nest may be found by observing the place 


where the male sings, and then by sticking two 0# 
three meal-worms (a kind of braggot found in dour) 
on some neighbouring thorn, which when ..he sees 
he will infallibly bear away to his young. By 
listening, he then may be heard with the female 
chirping to the young ones while they are feeding. 
When thp nest is found, if the young ones are 
not fledged enough to be taken, they must not be 
touched with the. hands, for then the old ones will 
perceive it, and entice them away. They should 
not be taken till they are almost as full of feathers as 
the old ones ; and, though they refuse their meat; 
yet, by opening their bills, you may give them two 
or three small bits at a time, which will make them 
soon grow tame, when they, will teed themselves. 
They should be put, nest and all, into a little basket. 
Which should be covered up warm : and they should 
bo- fed every two hours. Their food should be 
sheep’s hearts, or other raw flesh meat* chopped very 
fide, and all the strings, skins, and hit, taken away. 
But it shouid always be mixed with hard hen’s eggs, 
Upon which they will feed ao#ifarive abundantly. 
f'Tbey should then be put in cages like the night- 
ingale’s back, cage; with a little straw- or dry moss 
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ai<ffie bottom Wiasvtliey are grown .farge^ they 

should .bhve 00*9* mold. .They should be kept very 
dilan,as ibdeedshouid dttsin^n^-birda^rfeats^vei* «.. 
for otherwise they 'will feive the cramp, and perhaps 
the claws will drop off. Ip autunm-tihey will some- 
times abstain from their food for a fortnight, on lew 
two or three meR Nvortns »he gi vrti then» ; twice' eat 
tbriije-'a WCek, or two or 4 h rde spiders i ?i n a day r 
they must i likewise have ai little- saffron. in their; 
Wttfeeri ; ' t%s chopped small among their meat yyitt 
help them to recover their flesh. When tbeirdegs 
are cramped, they should he anointed with fresh 
butter, or capon’s fat, three or four days together. 
If they grow melancholy, pat white sugar-candy 
into their water, and feed them with sheep’s heart, 
giving them a few ants with their eggs. 

With regard to adult birds, those that are taken 
before the twenty -third of April are accounted the 
best, because after that they begin to pair. They, 
usually haunt woods, coppices, and pun feset hedges, 
where they may be taken*»in: trap-cages batted with 
ineal- worms. .They should be placed as near the spot 
wherethe birdsings as possible ; and belore you. fix 
the trap, torn up the earth twice the breadth of the 
cage, because they will there’ look tor food. They 
are also taken with lime twigs, placing them upon 
the hedge where they usually? sing; and there 
should he meal-worms studs it proper places to 
draw them into the ware. , After they are taken, 
their wings should be gCrt% tied with thread to, 
prevent their beating themselves against the cage. 
This should be first Rung it a private pkee, that the 
bird may not be disturbed > j:jan 4 .nk> should be fed 
every two hOuef, at fertlieat, whbdieepjsiheart and 
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egg wty fine, raixingk withmeal- warms. 

However the first food must tm worms, anti) cater- 
pillars, and flies. You must, to feed the bird, take 
it in your hand) and open the bifl with a stick made 
thick at one end, giving H the insects ®r : four of 
five hits of food as trig as peas, to eat ice it to eat.; 
Its common food should be mixed with ants> so that 
when the bird goes to pick the ants, it may pick 
up some of that also. The nightingale, when caged, 
begins to sing about the latte*- end of November, 
and continues its song till June, 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the Canary -bird, and other hard-billed 

Singing-birds. 


The Canary-bird is now become so common, and 
has continued so long in a domestic state, that its 


native habits, as well as its native country, seem 
almost forgotten. Though, by the name, it appears 
that these birds came originally from the Canary- 
Islands, yet we have it only from Germany, where 
they are bred up in great numbers, and sold into 


different parts of Europe. At what period they 
were brought into Europe is not well known ; but 
it is certain that about a century ago they were sold 
at very high prices, and kept only for the amuse* 
mentof the great. They have since been multiplied 
in great abundance; and theif price is diminished 
in proportion to their plenty. 

In its native islands, a region equally noted for 
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the beauty its landscapes and the harmony-of #l 
gW«»lrttee-’ canary-bird, is of a dusky grey colour; 
aifd^so difierent from those usually seen in* Europe, 
that some have even doubted whether it be of the 
same speiies. With us, they have* that variety of 
colouring- usual in all domestic fowls ; some white,' 
some mottled, some beautifully shaded with green j 
but* they ate more esteemed for their note than 1 their 
beauty, having a high piercing pipe, as indeed all 
those of the finch tribe have, continuing for some 
time in one breath without intermission, then raising 
it higher and higher by degrees, with great variety. 

It is this that has rendered the canary-bird, next 
to the nightingale, the roost celebrated songster; 
and, as it is more easily reared than any of the 
soft-billed birds, and continues its song throughout 
the year, it is rather the most Common in our 
bouses. Rules, therefore, have been laid down, 
and copious instructions given, for breeding these 
birds in a domestic state ; which, as a part of them 
may* conduce towards the natural history of the 
bird, I will take leave to transcribe. 

In choosing the canary-bird, those ore best that 
appear with life and boldness, standing upright 
upon the perch like a sparrow-hawk, and not apt 
to be flighted at every thing that stirs. If its eyes 
look cheerful, and not drowsy, it is asign of health ; 
but, on the contrary, if it hides its bfead under the 
wing, and gathers its body up, these are symptoms 
©f its being out of order. In choosing them, the 
melody of the song should also he minded : some 
will open with the botes of the nightingale, and,' 
running through a variety of modulations/ end 
Uke the fit-laA ; ottes will begiu like the sky-lark. 
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arid, by a soft melodious tumyfali into the notes of 
the nightingale. •_ These are lessons taught this 
bird in its domestic state,, and generally taught it by 
others ; but its native note is loud, shrill, piercings 
and enough to deafen the hearers. There are 
persons who admire each of these songs, ‘but the 
second is in the most general estimation . 'v.t* s-- ; - ; 

Canary-birds sometimes breed all the year' round ; 
but they most usually begin to : pair in Aprils sm.' 
to breed in June and August; Those ate said to 
be the best breeders that are produced between the 
English and the French. } . \i$< 

Towards the latter end of March,; a cock? and a 
hen should be put together in a small ©age, where 
they “will peck at each other in the beginning, but 
will soon become thoroughly reconciled. The room 
where they are kept to breed should be So situated 
as to let the birds have the benefit of the morning 
sun, and the windows should be of wire, not glass, 
that they may enjoy the benefit of the air. The 
floor of the room should be kept clean, and some- 
times there should be dry gravel or sand sifted 
upon it: . There should also be two windows, 
one at each end, and several perches at proper 
distances for the birds to settle on, as they fly 
backwards and forwards. A tree in the middle of 
the room would be the most convenient to divert 
the birds, and Sometimes to serve for building their 
nests upon. • • • ' • ■*' 

In Germany i they prepare a large room, and 
build it in tire manner of a bairn, _.being.mhdi longer 
tjuinr broad, with , a square place at each end, and 
several wholes io:go j into 1 those square places. ; An 
thosd outlets they- ^plaiit several sort# of trees, in 
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^khL'^e Ibtir^s take gngat -delight io sing 1 and 
bre&il. The bottom of the place thdy strew with 
sand, and upon it cast rape-seed, chick-weed and 
grouodsil, which the old birds feed Upon while 
breeding. In the body of the house they pvt all 
sorts of stuff for building the nest, and brooms, one 
under the other, in all the corners, for the birds to 
build in. These they separate by partitions from 
each other, to prevent those above flying down 
upon, or otherwise incommoding spch as breed 
below. The light also is excluded, for no bird is 
fond of having light come to its nest. 

With us, the apparatus for breeding is less 
expensive ; a little breeding-cage sometimes suffices, 
but seldom any thing more extensive than a small 
room. While the birds are pairing it is usual to 
feed them with soft meat ; that is, bread, maw-seed, 
a little scalded rape-seed, and near a third part of 
an egg. Tfie room should be furnished with stuff 
for making their nests ; such as fine hay, wool, 
cotton, and hair. These materials should be 
thoroughly dry, and then mixed and tied together 
in such a manner, that the birds may readily pull 
out what they want. This should be hung 1 in a 
proper part of the room, and the male will take bis 
turn in building the nest, sitting upon the eggs, 
and feeding the young. They are generally two 
or three days in building their nests'; ie hen com- 
monly lays five eggs ; and in the space of fourteen 
4ays the young will be excluded. So prolific are 
these birds sometimes, that the female will be ready 
to hatch a second brOod before the first are able to 
quit the nest On these occasions she leaves the 
nest and die young to provide herself with another 
T 
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Cp lay her new brood in, In .the mean timq, the 
inale, more faithful to the duf iesof histrust, breads 
up tb&young left behind, and fits them for a stale 
of independence. ... 

; When the young ones are excluded, the olid ones 
should be supplied with a sufficiency of soft food 
every day, with likewise fresh greens, such as cab- 
bage, lettuce, and chick-w eed ; in June, shepherd's 
purse; and in July and August, plantain. They 
are never to have groundsil after the young are 
excluded. With these different delicacies, the old 
ones will take particular care to feed and bring up 
.their young; but it is usual, when they cap feed 
themselves, to be taken from the nest and put||pto 
cages. Their meat then is the yolk of an egg 
boiled hard, with an equal quantity of fine bread, 
and a little scalded rape-seed : this must be bruised 
till it becomes fine, and then it may be mixed with 
a little maw-seed ; after which, blend all together, 
which is to be supplied them fresh every day. 

The Canary-bird, by being kept in company .with 
the linnet or the gold finch, pairs and produces 
a mixed breed, more like the canary-bird, and 
resembling it chiefly in its song. Indeed, all this 
tribe with strong bills and piercing notes, and 
feeding upon grain, have the most strong similitude 
to each other, and may justly be supposed, as M. 
Buffon imagines, to come from the same original. 
They all breed about the same time ; they frequent 
.the same vegetables ; they build in the same hedges 
and trees ; and. are brought up for the cage with 
the same food and precautions. The linnet, the 
Ituti-fin(J}, and the gold-fmcb,when we know the 
MMI09 atthe waaiy-j^rd, i^ve scar<»ly any pwra- 
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K&rities that can attract our curiosity, or require 
•wftt care. The only art necessary with all those 
Ibathave no very fine note; 19 to breed them tip 
tttider ■ some more pleasing harmonist. The gold- 
finch teams a fine song from the nightingale ; and 
the linnet and bull-finch may be taught, forgetting 
the wild notes of nature, to whistle a long and 
regular tone 1 . 


CHAP. V. 

. . % ' , 

Of the Swallow, mnd its Affinities. '■ 

An idea of any one bird in the former classes 
will give ns some, tolerable conception of the rest. 
By knowing the linnet or the canary-bird, we have 
some notion of the manners of the gold-finch ; 
by exhibiting the history of the nightingale, we see 
also that of the black-cap or the tit-mouse. But 
the swallow tribe seems to be entirely different from 
all the Former : different in their form, different in 
their habits, and unlike in all the particulars of their 
history. 

In this tribe is to be found the Goat-sucker, which 
may be styled a nocturnal swallow' : it is the largest 
of this kind, ^md is known by its tail, which is not 
forked like that of the common swallow. It begins 
its flight at evening, and makes a loud singular 
noise, like the whirr of a spinning-wheel. To this 
also belongs the House-swallow, which is loo well 
known to need a description : the Martip,' inferior 
4 n size to the former, and the tail much teas forked ; 

' t ' 
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it differs , also iaits nest, which iscovered at top, 
while thatefthe house-swallow is open : and the 
Swift rather larger than the bogse-swallow, with dl 
tbetoes (landing, forward in which, il.differa from 
the rest ofits kind. All these, resemble each other 
so strongly, that it is not without diffi,celty (he 
smaller kinds are (known asunder. '4, ' ,, 

These are all known by their very large. mouths., 
which, when they fly, are always kept open ; they 
are not less remarkable for their short slender feet, 
which scarce are able to support the weight of their t 
bodies ; their wings arc of immoderate extent tor 
their bulk; their plumage is glossed with a rich 
purple ; and their note is a slight twittering, which 
they seldom exert but npon the wing. 

This peculiar conformation seeips attended with 
a similar peculiarity of manners. Their food is 
insects, which they always pursue flying. For this 
reason, during fine weather, when the insects are 
most likely to be abroad, the swallows are for ever 
upon the wing, and seen pursuing their prey with 
amazing swiftness and agility. All smaller animals, 
in some, measure, find safety by winding and turning, 
when they endeavour to avoid the greater : the lark 
thus evades the pursuit of the hawk ; and man the 
crocodile. ' Ip, this manner, insects upon the wing 
endeavour to avoid the swallow ; but this bird is 
admirably fitted by nature to pursue them through 
their shortest turnings. Besides a great length of 
wing, it is also provided with a long tail, which, like 
a rodder, turns it in its most rapid motions ; and 
thus, while it is possessed of the greatest swiftness, 
it bf .also possessed of the most extreme agility. 

Early, therefore, in the spring, when the returning 



met begins *© rouse Use insect tribe from their 
annual state of torpidity, when tbe gnat and the 
beetle put tiff their earthly robes and venture into 
air, the swallow then is seen returning from its long 
migration beyond the ocean, and making its way 
feebly to the shore. At first, with the timidity of 
a stranger, it appears but Seldom, and flies but 
slowly and heavily along,; As the weather grows 
waroter, and its insect supply increases, it then 
gathers greater strength and activity. But it some- 
. times happens that a rainy season, by repelling the 
Insects, stints the swallow in its food ; the poor 
bird is then seen slowly skimming along the surface 
of the ground, and often resting after a flight of a 
few minutes. In general, however, it keeps on the 
wing, and moving with a rapidity that nothing can 
escape. When the weather promises to, be fair, 
the insect tribe feel the genial influence, and make 
bolder flights ; at which time the swallow follows 
them in their aerial journeys, and often rises to 
imperceptible heights in the pursuit. When the 
weather is likely to be foul, the insects feel the first 
notices of it ; and from the swallow’s following low, 
we ate often apprized of the approaching change. 

When summer is fairly begun, and more than a 
sufficient supply for sustaining the wants of nature 
every where offers, the swallow then begins to think 
of forming a progeny. The nest is built with great 
industry and art ; particularly by the commonswal- 
low, which builds it<pn the tops of chimnies. The 
martin sticks ittolhe eaves of houses. The goat- 
sucker, as we are told, builds it on thebare ground. 
This nest is built with mud from some neighbouring 
brook, weB tempered with the bifl, moistened with 
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water forthe better adhesion ; and stiH farther kept 
firira, by gkwa&d fibres p within, it is lined 
with ^oose-fisathers, which are ever the warmest 
andthe neatest. The martin covers its nest at top, 
and has a, /door to water at ; the swallow leaves herts 
quite Wpen. - But on r European nestsfire nothing 
to be*cdm pared with those the swalloW builds ©tithe 
coasts of China and doromandel ;■ the. description 
of whlchTwill give in the plain honest phrftsedf 
W itloghby. “ On the sea coast of the kingdom of 
* c China," says he, '.** a sort of party-coloured birds, 
" of the sbapeof swallows, at a certain season of 
" Ihe year, which is their breeding time,‘ come mit 
" of tlie midland country to tlte rocks;, arid ft-firo the 
tf foam- or froth of the sea- water daslfilig Ugai nst 
the bottom of the. rocks, gather a certain dammy, 
if glutinous matter, perchance the spawn of Whales 
"■ and 1 Other young fishes, .of which they build their 
if nests, wherein they lay their eggs and hatch 
" their young. These nests the Chinese pluck. 
" from ’ the rocks, and bring them in great 
" numbers into the East Indies to sell; They are 
" esteemed, by gluttons, as great delicacies ; who, 
" dissolving them in chicken or mutton broth, are 
very fond of them ; far before oysters, mush- 
“rooms, or other dainty and lickerish' morsels.’* 
What a pity this Jfifcnry hath not been introduced 
among us ; and then our great feasters might be 
enabled to eat a little more !* ■/ 

' . , l ’ “ • , ' , 

t*dir George Staunton in his account of the embassy to China, 
sayslfeatin the Cass, a email island near Swnatra, were found two 
caverns, running hociaontally into the aide of die rock ; in which 
S; gumtMH/ of these nests so py^ prized by the Chinese 
ej^curW; ’ 1 lieiaaeS 'Vo "'ins' composed of fine filament* 

VOL. IV. T 
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. .The swallow usually lays from five to «k eggs. 
Of a white colour speckled with red.; aod some- 
times breeds twice a year. Wben the young brood 

i 

cemented together by a transparent viscous matter, not unlike 
tfhot is left by the foam of the sea, or those gelatinous animal 
imbalances found floating on efcery coast The nests adhere 
together, and to the sides of the cavern mostly in rows without 
any break or interruption. The birds that build these nests are 
small grey swallows, with bellies of a dirty white. They ware 
flying about in considerable numbers ; but they were so small, 
and their flight was so quick, that they escaped the shot fired at 
them. They feed on insects, which they find hovering over 
stagnated holes, and for the catching of which their wide opening 
beaks are particularly adapted. Their greatest enemy is he 
kite, who often intercepts them in their passage to and from the 
caverns. The nests are placed in horizontal rows, at depths of 
fifty to five hundred feet : and these bests are prepared from the 
best remains of their food. The colour and value of the nests 
depend on the quantity and quality of the insects caught ; and 
perhaps also on the situation where they are built : those that 
are white and transparent being most esteemed, and fetching 
often in China their weight in silver. 

These nests are a consideiable object of traffic among the 
Javanese; many of whom are employed in it from their infancy. 
The birds, after having spent nearly two months in pn paring their 
nests, lay each two eggs, which are hatched in about fifteen days. 
When the young birds become fledged, it is thought the proper 
lime to seize upon their nests ; which is done regularly three times 
a year, and is effected bj means of ladders of bamboo and reeds, 
by which these people descend into the caverns: but when these 
are very deep, rope-ladders are preferred. This operation is 
attended with much danger ; and several perish in the attempt. 
The inhabitants of the mountains generally employed in this 
business, begin always by sacrificing a buffalo ; which custom is 
observed by the Javanese on the eve of every extraordinary enter- 
prise* They also pronounce some prayers, anoint themselves 
with sweet-scented oil, and smoke the entrance of the cavern with 
gum benjamin ; near some of the caverns a tutelary goddess is 
worshipped* whose priest burns incense, and lays his protecting 
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are excluded, the swallow supplies them Very 
plentifully, die first brdod particularly, when she 
finds herfieif capable of producing 1 tvro broods in a 
year. This happens when the parents come early, 
when tint season is peculiarly mild, and when they 
begin to pair soon. Sometimes they find a diffi- 
culty in rearing even a single nest, pavtimfcuriy 
when the weather has been severe, or their nests 
have been robbed in the beginning of due season. 
By these accidents, this important task is some- 
times deferred to the middle of September. 

At the latter end of September they leave a* ; 
nnd for a few days previous to their departure, 
assemble in vast flocks on house-lops, as if deli- 
berating on the fatiguing .tourney that Jay before 
them. This is no slight undertaking, as their flight 
is directed to Congo, Senegal, and along the whole 
Morocco shore. There are, some, however, left 
behind in this general expedition, that do not part 
till eight or ten day's after the rest. These are 
chiefly the latter weakly broods, which are not yet 
in a condition to set out. They are sometimes 
even too .feeble to venture, till the setting-in of 
winter; while their parents vainly'’ exhort them to 
efforts which instinct ass tires them they are inca- 
pable of performing. Thus it often happens that 
the wretched little families, being compelled to stay, 
perish the first cold weather that comes ; white the 
tender parents share the fate of their offspring, and 
die with their new-fledged brood. 

* V 

hands 6U cvet-yperscm preparing to descend. A flambeau is 
catefalty prepWed at the same rime, with a gum which exudes 
fibrrt a tree pbWing la the Vicinity; and Which ,i$ Aptjeadht 
^wetingniriidt by listed aft br subterraneous -vapour.”] 
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••^■Thcraa Ahatmigrate - am; $rst observed :to*arriye 
in Africa, as Mr. Anderson assures *19, about the 
beginning of October. They are thought to have 
• ^rformedv their fetiguing journey in the space of 
seven days. They are sometimes seen, when in- 
terrupted by contrary winds, . wavering . in . their 
course far off at sea,andlighting upon whatever 
ship they find in their passage. They then seem 
spent with famine and fatigue ; yet still they boldly 
venture, when refreshed by a few hours rest, to 
renew their flight, and continue the course , which 
they bad been steering before. 

These are facts proved by incontestable authority ; 
yet it is a doubt whether all swallows migrate in 
this manner, or whether there may not be some 
species of this animal that, though externally alike, 
are so internally different, as to be very differently 
affected by the a pproach of winter. W e are assured, 
from many, and these not contemptible witnesses, 
that swallows hide themselves in holes under ground, 
joined close together, bill against bill, and feet 
against feet. Some inform ns that they have seen 
them taken out of the water, and even from under 
the ice, in bunches, where they are asserted tp pass 
the winter without motion. Reaumur, who parti- 
cularly interest himself in this inquiry, received 
several accounts of bundles of swallows being thus 
foundin quarries and under the water. These men, 
therefore, have a right to sotue degree of assent; 
.and are not to lose all credit from our ignorance of 
what they aver,. \ 

Allj'bowever, that we have hitherto dissected, 
are ,o#^r birds; and seogi 40 

offer a| pl»erfaj% variety. , , Indeed>that they do 



Tfffi SPARER GW KIND. 

Aot hide themselves tinder water; hae been pretty 
Well proved, hy the holed experiment of Friaeh, 
who tied several threads difsl; wr watercolours, 
round the legs of a great number of sw^bws^ that 
were preparing for their departure: these, upon 
their return the ensuing summer, thought their 
threads back With them, no way damaged in their 
colour ; which they most certainly \vould,.;if,during 
the winter,* they had been steeped in water: yet 
still this is a subject on which we must suspend our 
assent, as Klein, the naturalist, has brought such a 
number of proofs in defence of his opinion, that 
swallows are torpid in winter, as even ;lfche . most 
incredulous must allow to have some degree of 
probability. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the Humming-bird, and its Varieties. 

Having given some history of the manners 
of the most remarkable birds of which accounts can 
be obtained, I might now go to a very extensive 
tribe, remarkable for the splendbur and the variety 
of their plumage : but the description of the colours 
of a beautiful bird has nothing in it that can inform 
or entertain; it rather excites a longing, which 
it is impossible for words to satisfy. < Naturalists, 
indeed, have endeavoured to satisfy this desire, 
h| coloured prints ; hut, beside that these at best 
givg only a faint resemblance of nature, and are 
a very indifferent kind of painting, the bird itself 
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bft*4'#ajil3and ; beauties, that the moib exquisite 
aittiftHri^apa^ of imitating. > They, for instance, 
who imagine they t a complete Idea of the 
of the lltle ttfi'lk of Manikin binfe/fto® the 
pictures have of them, will find themselves 
deceive^ when they compare their draughts with 
nature. Tlw shining greens, the changeable purples, 
and the glossy reds, are beyond the teach of the 
pencil arid very fat beyond the coloured print; 
which Is bttt a poor substitute to painting; I have 
thOrdforft declined entering into a minute descrip- 
tion of tbWsigh birds of the sparrow kind ; as 
sounds would never convey an adequate idea of 
colours. 

There is one species, however, that I will con- 
clude the history of this class* with; as/ though 
the least, it will certainly be allowed the most 
beautiful of all others. In quadrupeds,’ the smallest' 
animals are noxious, ugly, and loathsome; the 
smallest of birds are the most' beautiful, innocent, 
and sportive. Of all those that flutter in the 
garden, or paint the landscape, the Humming bird 
is the most delightful to look upon, and the most 
inoffensive. ' 

Of this Charming little animal, there are six or 
sdven varieties, from the size of a small wren, down 
to that of a bumble-bee. f ; Ah European eotiid 
never have supposed a bi rd existing id very small, 
ffod yfet cotapletbly ‘futhi^ed 'qUt’' with 'ft bHIj- 
feathers; wings, add'^ievlineft/' 1 ekadly''feSembHng 
those of thb largest kind. A'bird not atf big as the 
did diPfcl&T'ftttlc fto^r/tfould , prtfbkffly^ , ait|**' 
posc^i ‘lihftgrriatibd; -5 ‘Wdfb lift* 

seed and 
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flMs.ro. a S»nw9«f’» day, sporting, in ftm %ld# of 
America, from flower Jp, flower, ..SfWl extracting 
their sweehfwith it# little, bill, . , ., , 

. The .smallest hommipgihii'd.is ahowt the s^e of 
a ha*dl-nut. The feathers op, its wings, and tail 
are blank; but those on it#. body, asunder ^ 
wings, are ofa greenish brown, with a. floored cast 
or gloss, which no silk or velvet can imitate, It 
has a small crest on its head, green at the bottom, 
and as it were gilded at the top ; and which sparkle# 
in the sun like a little star in the middle of its 
forehead. The bill is black, straight, slender, and 
of the length of a small pin. The larger humming- 
bird is near half as big as the common wren, and 
without a crest on its head ; but, to make amends, 
it is covered front the throat half way down the 
belly, with changeable crimson-coloured feathers, 
that, in different lights, change to a variety of 
beautiful colours, much like an opal. The heads 
of both are small, with very little round eyes as black 
as jet. 

it is inconceivable how much these add to the 
high finishing and beauty of a rich luxurious western ' 
landscape. As soon as the sun is risen, the hum- 
miug-birds of different kinds are seen fluttering 
about the flowers, without ever lighting upon them. 
Their wings are in such rapid motion, that it is 
impossible to discern their colours, except by their 
glittering. They are never still, but continually in 
motion, visiting flower after flower, and extracting 
its honey as if ,whh a kiss. For this purpose they 
am, furnished with a forky tongue, that enters the, 
cup of the flower, and extracts its nectared tribute. 
Upon thi# slope they subsist, , The rapid motipn of 
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tUcii'wiog& : bongs out a humming sound, from 
yyhenccthey have their name; for whatever divides 
the .air swiftly roast thus produced murmur,. , 

H , The nests of these birdsare not less curious than 
tberest: they are suspended in the air, at, the .point 
of. .the twigs of an orange, a pomegranate, or a 
Citron tree ; sometimes even in bouses, if they; find 
a small and convenient twig for the purpose. The 
female isdhe architect, while the mate goes in quest 
of materials; such as cotton, fine. moss, and the 
fibres of vegetables. (Of these materials a nest is 
composed, of about the size of a hen's egg cut In 
two, admirably contrived, ‘and warmly lined with 
cotton. They lay two eggs at a time, and never 
more, about the size of small peas, and as white as 
snow, vyith here and there u yellow speck. The 
male and the female sit upon tbe-nest by turns ; but 
the female takes to herself the greatest share. She 
seldom quits the nest, except a few minutes in the 
morning and evening, when the dew is upon the 
flowers, and thei,r honey in perfection. During this 
short interval, the male takes her, place; for, as 
the egg is so small, the exposing it ever . so short 
a time to the weather, would be apt to injure its 
Contents, the surface exposed being so great in 
comparison to the bulk. The time of., incubation 
continues twelve days ; at the end of which, the 
• young ones appear, much about the size of a blue-, 
bottle fly. They are at first bare ; by degrees. they 
are covered; with down ; and, at fast, , feathers 
succeed, hut less beautiful at. first titan -those of the 

old ones. , , -my . ; 

" Father Rabat’s companion, in m«MBi«npt>to 
'• America, • fiou nd : the - nest of ^ithummiBg^bied, 
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*f in a shed that was hear the dwelling-house, and , 
•'* took it ifti at a time when the young ©ties wOre 
" about fifteen or twenty days old j be tbth placed 
tc them in a cage at hischamber-wihdow, i fo be 
" amused by their sportive flntterings : ; but fee whs 
" soon surprised to seetfeeold oneSj-fhat came 
" and fed their brood regularly every hduf ih the 
“ day. By these means they thetr^elves sooti greW 
" so taraethat they seldom quitted the chamber | 
“ but, without any constraint, came to live with 
“ their young ones. All four, have frequently tome 
“ to perch upon their master’s -band, cberaping as 
" if they had been at liberty abroad. He fed them 
" with a very fine clear paste, made of Wihe, biscuit, 
" and sugar. They thrust their tongues into this 
" paste, till they were satisfied, and then fluttered 
" and cheruped about the room. I never beheld 
<c any thing more agreeable,” continues he, tr than 
*• this lovely little family, that had taken possession 
* f of my companion's chamber, and that flew out 
“ and in, just as they thought proper ; but were 
tf ever attentive to the voice of their master, when 
" he called them. In this manner they lived with 
“>■ him for above six months ; but, at a time when 
“ he expected to sde a new colony formed, he 
“ unfortunately forgot to tie up their cage to the 
" ceiling at night, to preserve them from the 
“ rats, and he found they were devoured in the 
" morning,” * .• : '■ ■- ' •' ! 

These birds, on the continent of America, con- 
tinue to flutter the year round ; as their food, which 
is the honey of flowers, never forsakes them in those 
warm* latitudes whew* they are found. But ; it is 
Otherwise m > ‘the islands ? of the AntilleSj ^ whhre. 
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vfhm -.ibki winter. season approach# they . 
ftnd/«SrSMtoe aay, continue in a torpid state daring, 
the*. severity; of that season,.- AtSuriqamand 
Jamaica, < where they constantly .have flowers, these 
beautiful bieds are never known to disappea^i 
j it is a doubt whether or not these bird*, have a 
continued note singing, All travellers agree 
that, beside the.humming noise produced bythgir 
wings, they have a little interrupted cherup ; but 
Labat asserts that they have a most pleasing melan- 
choly melody in their voices,, though small and 
proportioned to the organs which produce it. It is 
very probable that, in different places, their notes 
are also different; and as there are some that 
continue torpid all the winter, there may likewise 
be some with agreeable voices, though the rest may 
in general be silent. 

The Indians formerly made great use of this 
pretty bird’s plumage, in adorning their belts and 
liead-dress. The children take them in the fields 
upon rings smeared with bird-lime: they approach 
the place where the birds are flying, and twirling 
their rings in the air, so allure them, either by the 
Colour or the sound, that the simple little creature 
comes to rest upon the ring, 'and is seized. They 
are then instantly killed and gutted, and hung up 
in the chimney to dry. Those who take greater 
care, dry them in a stove, which is not so likely to 
injure the plumage as the foregoing method. Their 
beautiful feathers were once the ornament of the 
highest rank of savage nobility: but at present, 
they take the bird rather for the purpose of seilfrtg 
it as a curiosity to the Europeans, - than that of 
ornament for themselves. AU the taste for savage 
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fioefyis Wfcarifig out fast, even among* the Ame- 
rfcdbsv They now begin to adopt, if not tbedresies 
of Europe; at' least the materials of which they are 
composed. The wandering warrior is far from 
thinking himself finest present witbhisboWand. 
his feathered crown ; his ambition reaches to 
higher ornaments 1 ; a gun, a bhie shirt> and a 
blanket. 
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CHAP. I. 

Of Birds of the Crane Kind in general. 

The progressions of Nature from one class of 
being* to another, are always by slow and almost 
imperceptible degrees. She has peopled the woods 
and the fields with a variety of the most beautiful 
birds ; and, to leave no part of her extensive terri - 
tories untenanted, she has stocked the waters with 
its feathered inhabitants also: she has taken the 
same care in providing for the wants of her animals 
in this element, as she has done with respect to 
those of the other : she has used as much precaution 
10 render water-fowl fit for swimming, as she did 
in forming land-fowl for flight : she has defended 
their feathers with a natural oil, and united their 
toes by a webbed membrane ; by which con- . 
trivances they have at once security and motion. 
But between the classes* of land-birds that shun 
the water, and of water-fowl that are made for 
swimming and living on it, she has formed a very 
numerous tribe of birds, that seem to partake of a 
a middle nature ; that, with divided toes, seemingly 
fitted to live upon land, are at. the same time 
furnished with appetites that chiefly attach them to 
the waters. These can properly be called neither 
land-birds nor water-fowl, as they provide all their 
sustenance from watery places, and yet are un- 
qualified to seek It in those depths where it is ofteu 
found in greatest plenty. 

This class of birds, of the crane kind, are to be 
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distinguished fro® -others rather by their a^et^ 
thgua information. Yet even in this respect 
tfcby seem to be sufficiently discriroioated- by nature: 
as they are , to , live among the waters, yet are inca- 
pable of swimming in them, most of them >■ have 
long. legs, fitted for wading in shallow: waders, or 
long bills proper for groping in them. •' ♦ \ 

Every bird of this kind habituated to marshy 
places, may l»e known, if not by the length of its 
legs, at least by the scaly surface of them, Those 
who have observed the legs of a snipe or a wood- 
cock, will easily perceive my meaning: and how 
different the surface of the skin that covers them 
is. from that of the pigeon or the partridge. Most 
birds of this kind also, are bare of feathers half way 
up the thigh ; at least, in all of them, above tire 
knee. Their long habits of wading in the waters, 
and . having their legs continually in moisture, pre- 
vents the growth of feathers on those parts ; so that 
there is a surprising difference between 4he leg of 
a crane, naked of feathers almost up to tin? body, 
and the falcon, booted almost to the very toes. 

The bill also is very distinguishable in most of 
this class. It is, in general, longer than that of 
other birds, and in some finely fluted on every side : 
while at the point it is possessed of extreme sen- 
sibility, and furnished with nerves for tfeefeetter 
feeling their food at the bottom of marshes^ where 
it cannot be seen . s Some birds of ^hfe class are 
thus fitted with every convenience : they have Iong : 
legRj for wading ; long necks, for stooping ; lohjjf 
hilfcj fur searching ; and fterVons points, ftr feehh^. 
Others aren at so’hmply provided ^ f’ishftme hlive 
long bilk, bet legs MgM al^bihejs 
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have Jong necks, but very short legs. It iaa rule 
which universally holds, that where the bird's legs 
are long the neck is also long in proportion. It 
would indeed be an incurable defect in the bird's 
conformation, to be lifted upon stilts above its 
food, without being furnished with a® instrument 
to reach it. ' , ; 

If we consider the natural power of this class, in 
a comparative view, they will seem rather inferior 
to those of: every other tribe. Their nests are 
more simple than those of the sparrow; and their 
methods of obtaining food less ingenious than those 
of the falcon : the pie exceeds them in canning ; 
and though they have all the voraciousness of the 
poultry tribe, they want their fecundity. None of 
this kind, therefore, have been taken into man’s 
society, or under his protection ; they are neither 
caged, like the nightingale; nor kept tame, like the 
turkey ; but lead a life of precarious liberty, in fens 
and marshes, at the edges of lakes, and along the 
sea-shore. They all live upon fish or insects, one 
or two only excepted ; even those that are called 
mudsuckers, such as the snipe and the woodcock, 
it is more than probable, grope the bottom of 
lftiyraby places only for such insects as are deposited: 
there by their kind, and live in a vermicular state, 
in pools and plashes, til) they take wing, and be- 
come flying insects. 

Afl this class, therefore, that are fed upon insects, 
their food being easily digestible, are good to be 
eaten; while those who live entirrfy apon .fisb, 
abounding in oil, acquire in their flesh the rancidity 
of their diet, and are, in general; unfit for our tables. 
TP HW19P *#4 sailors on ,a long voyage; ' 

vot. iv. ■ "it 
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every thing that has life seems good to be eaten ; 
and we often find them recommending those ani- 
mals as dainties, which they themselves would 
spurn at, after a course of good living. Nothing is 
more common in their journals than such accounts 
as these — “ This day we shot a fox — pretty good 
■*' eating: this day we shot a heron — pretty gdOtl 
<r eating; and this day we killed a turtle— — 
which they rank with the heron and the fox, as 
pretty good eating.” Their accounts, therefore, 
of the flesh of these birds, are not to be depended 
upon ; and when they cry up the heron or’ the stork 
of other countries as luxurious food, we must always 
attend to the state of their appetites who give the 
character. 

In treating of this class of birds, it will be best 
to observe the simplest method possible; neither 
to load the memory with numerous distinctions, 
nor yet confuse the imagination, by a total want of 
arrangement. I will therefore describe some of the 
larger sorts separately ; as in a history of birds, 
each of these demands peculiar distinction. The 
crane, the stork, the Balearic crane, the heron, the 
bittern, with some others, may require a separate 
history. Some particular tribes may next offer, 
that may very naturally be classed together ? and as 
for all the smaller and least remarkable sorts, they 
may be grouped into one general description. 
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CHAP. II. 


The Crane. 

rp 

X HERE is something extraordinary in the dif- 
ferent accounts we have of this bird’s size and 
dimensions. W illughby and Pennant make the 
crane from five to six feet long, from the tip to the 
tail. Other accounts say, that it is above five 
feet high ; and others, that it is as tall as a man. 
From the many which I myself had seen, k own 
this imputed magnitude surprised me; as from 
memory I was convinced, they could neither be so 
long nor so tall. Indeed, a bird, the body of which, 
is not larger than that of a turkey-hen, and acknow- 
ledged on all hands not to weigh above ten pounds, 
cannot easily be supposed to be almost as long as 
an ostrich. JSrisson, however, seems to give this 
bird its real dimensions, when he describes it as 
something less than the brown stork, about three 
feet high, and about four from the tip to the tail. 
Still, however, the numerous testimonies of its 
superior size are not to be totally rejected ; and 
perhaps, that from which Briseon took his dimen- 
sions, was one of the smallest of the kind. 

The crane, taking its dimensions from him, is 
exactly three feet four inches from the tip to the 
tail, and four feet from the head to the toe. It is 
a tall slender bird, with a long neck and long legs. 
The top of the head is covered with black bristles, 
and the back of it is bald and red, which sufficiently 
distinguishes this bird from the stork, to which it is 



$9$ . < 4 * ( I|ISTOR,Y.. OJF . < 

nef^y allied in size and figure. Theplajnage, 
in general, is ash-coloured ; and there are two large 
jtfj* pf feathers, that spring' from tfie.jpinion .of 
gach pring. These bea r a resemblance, to anid 

are finely jcurled at itfie ends, which the bird has 
A'jppwer ; of erecting and depressing ,af 
Gesner. says, that these feathers, in ' hi% time, 
;»sed ijtp he pet in gold, and worn asornamentsjn 

cap®*, ',%• 

Such are the dimensions of a bird, concerning 
which, pot to mention modern times, there have 
been more fables propagated than of any other. 
It, is a bird with which all the ancient writers are 
fatniliar ; and, in describing it, they have not failed 
to mix imagination with history. From the policy 
of the cranes, they say, we are to look for an 
idea of the most perfect republic amongst our- 
selves; from their tenderness to their decrepit 
parents, which they take care to nourish, to 
cherish, and support when flying, we are to learn 
lessons of filial piety ; but particularly from their 
conduct in fighting with the pignfics of Ethiopia, 
we are to receive our maxims in ithe art of - war. 
In early times, the history of nature fell to the lot 
of poets only, and certainly none could describe it 
so well ; but it is a part of their province to em- 
bellish also; and when this agreeable science was 
claimed by a more sober class of people, they were 
obliged to take the accounts of things as theyfound 
them ; and in the present inst^hceTable rap dpn^, 
blended with truth, to poejteniy. 

In these accounts, therefore,, 
daiiop of troth, yet mupk/joore 
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tfisrf the^ ‘ ‘ are seldom ' 1 seen ; 1 Udn& f 1 Thl&r : r usdhl 
Inethod bf flying or sitting is irf’ffocks drfifty or 
kixty tdgetKer; and while & parf’flsed/ the "rest 
kahd like centinels upon doty. The fable bf their 
supporting their aged patents, may hard arisen 
frbth ! iffifeif strict connubial affection; dnd bs folr 
their fighting with the pigmies, lit may hotfbb- im- 
probable but that they have boldly withstood the 
invasions of monkies coming to rob their nests'; 
for/ in this case, as the crane lilies upon vegetables, 
it is not probable that it would be the first ag- 
gressor. "■ ‘ ' 

However this be, the crane is a. wandering, 
sociable bird, that, for the most part/subsistrupon 
vegetables; and is ^ known in every country of 
Europe, except our own. Tbere is no part ’oi the 
world, says Belonius, where the fields are cultivated, 
that, the crane does not Come in with the husband- 
man for a share in the harvest. As they are birds of 
passage, they are seen to depart and return regularly 
at those seasons when their provision invites or 
repels them. They generally leave Europe about 
the latter end of autumn, and return in the be- 
ginning of summer. In the inland parts of the 
Continent, they are seen crossing the country iri 
flocks of fifty or a hundred, making from the 
northern regions towards the south. In these 
migrations/ however, flipy are not so resolutely 
beht upon going forward, but that if a field of Corn 
dffers in their way, they will stop a while to regale 
upon it; on such Occasions they do incredible 
datnagi^, chiefly ili the night ; and the husbandman, 
t^fib wdjf do’Wn fh jpyi^r expectation, ’ rises , in * r ^Nfe 
see liis fields Hid entirely waste, by dii 
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«!iriemy^|ose march is .too swift for his vehg^stpcfc 
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, jtpr own country is free from (heir visits ; ndt 
feftt that tl^y weye formerly known inthil' i$and,’ 
and held in great estimation,, for the' delicacy of 
their flesh* there was even a penalty upon sutSf as 
destroyed their eggs ; hut, at present, theyfbfeViir 
go sp Jar out of their way. , Cultivation hnd'pojpit- 
lou&ness go hand in hand ; and though ohr fields 
may offer them a greater plenty, yet it issoguarded, 
that the birds find the venture greater than the eni- 
Jpyrrient; and probably we are much better off by 
their absence than their company. Whatever their 
flesh might once have been, when, as Plutarch tells 
us, cranes were blinded and kept in coops, to be 
fattened for the tables of the great in Rome ; or, 
as they were brought up stuffed With mint and rue, 
to the tables of our nobles at home ; at present, 
they are considered all over Europe as wretched 
eating. The flesh is fibrous and dry, requiring 
much preparation to make it palatable ; and even 
after every art, it is fit only for the stomachs of 
strong and labouring people. 

The cold arctic region seems to be this bird’s 
favourite abode. They come down into the more 
southern parts of Europe rather as visitants than 
inhabitants.; jet it is not well , knbwfi ih what 
manner they portion out their time, to the different 
parts of the world;’ The na%ibtT6ris of the field- 
fare or thrusii, are obvious and well kndWn ; they 
go northward or southward, 'in bn$ simple tftfpk; 
when thejr , food foils them heire, they have but pile 
region to, .go to., But it ''is' otherwise 1 Vijih''' ,; fifte 
crane ; he changes place, like' a ‘watfidbt^ ; lie 
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spends the autumn in Europe; he then flies off, 
probably to some more southern cliroate^toenjoya 
part of the winter ; returns to Europe in the spring • 
crosses up to the north in summer ; visits those 
hikes that are never dry ; and then comes down 
again, to 'make depredations upon Our cultivated 
grounds, in autumn. Thus, Gesher assures us, 
that the cranes usually began to quit Genhany, 
from about the eleventh of September to the sevens* 
teenth pf October ; from thence they were seen 
flying southward by thousands ; and Redi tolls us, 
they arrive in Tuscany a short time after. There 
they tear up the fields, newly sown, for the. grata 
just committed to the ground, and do great mischief. 
Jt is to be supposed that, in the severity of winter, 
they go southward,* still nearer the line. They 
again appear in the fields of Pisa, regularly about 
the twentieth of February, to' anticipate the 
spring. 

In these journeys it is amazing to conceive the 
heights to which they ascend, when they fly. Their 
pote is the loudest of all other birds ; and that is 
often heard in the clouds, when the bird itself is 
entirely unseen. As it is light for its size, and 
spreads a large expanse of wing, it is capable of 
floating, at the greatest height, where the air is 
lightest ; and, as it secures its safety, and is entirely 
put of thp reach of man, it flips in tracts which 
would be too fatiguing for any other birds to move 
forward ip., ^"1 ’ ’ ; 

,,In tfiese aerial jduftieys^ though unseen thcm- 
si^ves, they haye the distinctesf , vision of every 
^eu| l»elpw, ^Imy govern and direct their flight 
by tbpir pries ; and exhort each other to proceed 
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$gj whea a fit opportunky offers; for 

depredation. Their voice, as was observed, is the 
lptiest of ad the feathered tribe : ,«a©d its peculiar 
clangor arises from the very extraordinaryjength 
and cootwrtion <rf the windpipe. In quadrupeds, 
the windpipe is short, and the gtottis,.or cartilages 
that form the voice, are at that aid of it which in 
Reift tip, mouth : in water-fowl the windpipe is 
longer, hut tbe cartilages that form the voice are at 
the other end, which lies down in their belly* By 
this means they have much louder voices, in pro- 
portion to their size, than any other animals what- 
ever; for the note when fortned below, is rever- 
berated through all the rings of the windpipe, till 
it reaches the air. But the voice of the duck or the 
goose, is nothing to be compared to that of the 
crane, whose windpipe is not only made in the 
same manner with theirs, but is above twenty times 
as long. Nature seems to have bestowed much 
pains in lengthening out this organ. From the 
outside, it enters through tbe flesh into the breast- 
bone, which hath a great cavity within to receive 
it. There, being thrice reflected, it goes out again 
at the same hole, and so turns down to the lungs, 
and thus enters the body a second time. The load 
clangqrous sound which the bird is thus enabled- to 
produce, is, when near, almost deafening : how- 
ever, it ip particularly serviceable i to ithe animal 
itself, either during its migrations or its stays by 
itpthe flock is, encouraged jnlheirjournies ; andifi} 
witile they are feeding* which « -usually pe-rfOnried 
silence,, they are invaded onvanyride.r 
the Wrdt that first perceives the dag ger, As sureto 
viii <*uj so moied tiawti 
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sound the alarm, Add all are speedily Upon the 
winy. - 4 ’ * • 

As they rise but heavily, ’they afe - ve*y ihybirds, 
add seldom let the fowler approach then*. Their 
depredations ate usually made in the daritost nights ; 
at which time they enter a held of corn, and 
t cample it down, as if it had been crossed over by a 
regiment of men. On other occasions, they choose 
some extensive solitary marsh, where they range 
themselves all day, as if they were in deliberation ; 
and not having that grain which is most to their 
appetites, wade the marshes, for insects, and 
other food, which they can procure with less 
danger. 

Corn is their favourite food ; but there is scarcely 
any other that comes amiss to them. Redi, who 
opened several, found the stomach of one full of 
the herb called dandelion ; that of another was 
jyied with beans ; a third had a great quantity of 
clover in its stomach ; while that of two others 
was filled with earth-worms and beetles : in some 
ho found lizards and sea-fish ; in others, snails, 
grass, and pebbles, swallowed, perhaps, for medi- 
cinal purposes. It seems, therefore, that these 
birds are easily supplied ; and that they are noxious 
to corn-fields but on some particular occasions. 

In general ft is a' peaceful bird, both in its own 
society, and with respect to those of the forest. 
Though -80 ' large in appearance; u little falcon 
pursues, antiT often disables it. The method is, 
witlr those v who are fodd of hawking, to fly several 
hawks together ■ against ft ; which the crane endea- 
vours $o avoid,/ tofi fiyi hg up perpendicularly, till 
the air becomes too thin to support it any higher, 
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'JtaihfofV however, still bears it company ; and 
though less fitted for floating in so. thin, a medium, 
^ possessed of greater rapidity, it-still gains the 
ascendancy,! They both often rise put of sight ; 
hat soon the spectator, who keeps his eye fixed 
above, perceives them, like two specks, beginning 
to appear : they gather on his eye for a little space, 
and shortly after come tumbling perpendicularly 
together* with great animosity on the side of the 
hawk, and a load screaming on that of the crane. 
Thus driven to extremity, and unable to fly, the 
poor animal throws itself upon its back, and in 
that situation makes a most desperate defence ; till 
the sportsman coming up, generally puts an end to 
the contest with its life. 

It was once the barbarous custom to breed up 
manes to be thus baited; and young ones were 
taken from the nest, to be trained up for this cruel 
diversion. It is an animal easily tamed; and, Jf 
we can believe Albertps Magnus, has a particular 
affection for man. This quality, however, was, not 
sufficient to guard it from being made the victim 
of his fierce amusements. The female, which is 
easily distinguished from the male, by not being 
bald behind as he is, never lays above two eggs ut 
a time ; being .like those of a goose, but of a bluish 
colour. The young ones are soon fit to fly, and 
then the parents forsake them to shift for them- 
selves ; but, before this time* they are led forth to 
the places where their food is most easily found. 
Though yet unfledged, they fun with such swift- 
mess that a man cannot easily overtake them, 
are . fold, that as they grow old, . they: plpropge 
becomes darker ; and, as a proof of tbeir iohgeyity. 
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Aldrovah0ds assures us, that a friend of his kept 
odptotifoe for above forty years.- ' »■•• • '"' 1 : r ■ < 1 , ■ 
Whatever may have been the disposition of the 
grant, the vulgar of everycountiy, to tbfe day> 
bear the crane a compassionate ’ regard, it is 
possible the ancietit prejudices in its favour, which, 
once having been planted, fere eradicated bat 
slowly, may still continue to operate. In some 
countries it is considered as a heinous offence to 
kill s crane,* and though the legislature declines to 
punish, yet the people do not foil to resent the 
injury. The crane, they in some measure con- 
sider as the prophet of the season : upon its ap<» 
proach or delay they regulatetbe periods of their 
rural economy. If their favourite bird comes early 
in the season, they expect a plentiful summer ; if 
he is slow iu his - visits, they then prepare for an 
unfavourable spring. "Whatever wisdom there may 
be in despising the prejudices of the vulgar; there 
is but little in condemning them. They have 
generally had their origin in good motives; and it 
should Pever be our endeavours to suppress any 
tender emotions of friendship or pity, in those 
hard brefests that are, iu general, unsusceptible of 
either.' ' ! ■■■■<■'• • '■ . 1 : t 


C1UP. III. 

The Stork. 

Ir we regard the Stork externally only, we shall 
he' very* apt ib confound'it with the crane It is of 
the satne size ; it has the same formation as to 
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body; Hi 

4diriliiffi$%%dite corpnlenff Its differences are btit 
V<$y : $I%ht f such as the* colour, which in the crane 
is ash* bud bfertk;%ht ih ihe "bhd 

brown; The nalfs of We toes of th^lstork n^are 
Vfery peculiar; nbt being clawed like ihc&e ofbther 
birds, but flat like "the’ hiuls dPa riiati. '* ’ 1 
' These, however, are but very slight differences * 
audits true distinctions are to he taken rather from 
ilSihanners than its Forth. The crane has a loud 
piercing voide ; the stork is silent, and produces no 
other noise than die clacking of its Under chap 
against the upper : the crane has a strange convo- 
lution of the windpipe through the breast-bone ; 
the stork's is formed in the usual manner: the 
crane feeds mostly upon vegetables and grain ; the 
stork preys entirely upon frogs, fishes, birds, and 
serpents ; the crane avoids towns and populous 
places ; the stork lives always in or near them : the 
craUe lays but two eggs, and the stork generally 
four. These are distinctions fully sufficient to 
mark the species, notwithstanding the similitude 
of their form, 

Storks are birds of passage, like the former* 
but , if is hard to say whence "they oofjife,' pf whither 
they go, . When ; they , wlthdrg^ frero Europe, 
they all assemble on a particular ly, and never 
leave one of*tbeir company behindfbem. They 
take their flight in the nigbf vviiith is the f eason 
the way they go has never 

generally return lute Europe in the middle of 
March, arid make their nests on the tops of chjra- 
mesand houses ks #ell as of high '''trees.' The 
females lay from twd to fohr eg^W ffiu Miite anil 
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tjolour gee$e ; ,f^.d the male aiui 

sitU^,,them 3 d>j tarns. , .TJbey tapijith ift 

. s »n4,,i^«ta * re fjefqludeij, 

thqr aj^ parUctaiidy st^mtoVl®* Wtyr&y 
...As ; th$ food ,nf 4 these buds .- .^^stp^ip a gj-eaf 
rn^puie pjf /rogs a^ ,wrp<ta% #’, is pot to he 
wondered at that ( difi|tant nttticmp have fmidjhanj. # 
particular veneration. The Dutchare very s^ici 
tints foi|| the preservation of the stark in ev^ry 
part of their republic. This bird seems to have 
taken refuge among iheir towns,; au$builds on 
the tops of their houses without any molestation* 
There it is seen resting familiarly jp their streets, 
and protected as well by.the laws.** the j>rgn(iic«e» 
of the people. They have even got ap . Opinion 
that it will only live in a, republic; and that Stpry 
of its filial piety, first falsely propagated of the 
crane, has in part been ascribed to the stork. But 
it is not in republics alone that the stork fa seen to 
reside, as there are few towns on the continent, in 
low iparshy situations, but have the stork as an 

1 , 1 v * '■ ■%! ' > , • > 

[♦Storks take their departure from European the autanui, 
and pass into .Egypt and the marshes of Barbary ; them they 
u^asfcond su|pip er » an4 there they p^r, lay .again, aadtoing 
up a second brood. Mrs. Starke, in her Lepcry on Italy, men- 
than a singular instance of the sagacity of niece birik. tt; A 
wild stork was brought by a farmer, in the heigld>eu^h«od df 
Hamburg, jtrt<vhis : poultry-yard, to.be the companion .of »,twofi 
ooehebad lepg kppt type bu| the faipe stodt, dislihfpg a riyjd, 
fell upon the poor stranger, and beat him so unmercifully, 
that he was compelled to take whig, and Wcftped'with difficulty. 
About ‘four months afterwards, however, Be returned to the 
poultry-yard, «oov»rttl of hi* wound*, Bad? atteaded 
•ttyer storks { whoj»o,soonjer flighted, thsa th^f «U together Jpll 
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inmate among them; as well the despotic princes 
of Germany, as the little republics of Italy. 


tie even among 
ptians their 


en- 


The stork, seems a 
the moderns ; but 
regard was carried 
lightened people^ 
his creatures, paj^flivine 
universally known, It In 
that the ancient ibis is the same with that which 

. V ' <11* ' ™|p 

goes || praHnf % the same name ; a bird of the 



ut 
is 

ually supposed 


stork 



' about the siz^, of a curlew, all over 


black, with a bill very thick in the beginning, 
but ending fu‘f:h .point for the better seizing its 
prey, whu^^^^^R|s, •' looapshi^ and serpents- 


riddin0^i^|^ , 'j$_ the vermin and 
vett&hodi -'<it is much 

doubted whether this be the -'same ibis to which 
die ancients ‘paid their mloiut»iK : |^^^lfc^,,; ; 'tlie 
French consul at •«a*iikr»jM Yi'rtiin# .at ii'*Snr»rK 


att,5««r- 

rbmk s, 

, ‘A*V 


hard to 

taittly '|»fecaiifew^e' tae* 
kite^yS‘i|^BO0«rv%t' are all 


to 

sctgNQfti'aftd ■ devour V vkst##mber. .W^w^btx 
adds,,, ,lhat . in ftfe month 

thi^l 

from Upper Egypt, from whence they are driven 
by the rains, in search of a better habitation, and 
that 4 is then they do this country such signal 
services. Nor does the figure of this bird hiero- 
glypbically represented on their pillars mark it 
sufficiently to make the distinction. Beside?, ..the 
modern ibis is not peculiar to Egypt, as it is to be 
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l.Balearic Crane, 
2. Wliile Stork. 
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seen bat at certain seasons of the year; whereas 
we are informed by Pliny, that this bird was seen 
no where else^dMBSMMilftt, therefore, that the 


no where else 
true ibis JMm 
abov^iil^n 

folio vr®lie ca 
upon the offal ? 
journey.* 


igF fhat m 

roe animals ti 


ire kind, described 
Capon of Pharaoh, 
Bserpents, but will 
K Mecca, to’ feed 
m are killed on the 


CHAP, iv: 


Of the 


Having ended • 

conaptni^g the ife we ; t^^fee^;'^ 5 '!w^'ddtd>ts 

has de> 

^ wkh, a topping 

•gm ' This 

<^f®» ;;, -u«knoiy^ ( t81 we 
^iinted.with ;^sb'^^^#0p^ i; eli- 
pt ppfdng. 


furrow firbm the nostrils observable m We stork: ,; tjh © 'Jmm is 
likewise destitute of feathery ; and it has a naked jugular pouch. 
Hie body is of a whitish red colour, With black quilbfeathers : 
the face is red, and th£ ydllW. It inhabits, in vast 

docks, the lower parts of Egypt, which, after the inundation of 
the Nile, is infested with swarms of reptiles and noxious insects; 
these it destroys with great expedition, and is for this reason 
held sacred by the Egyptians. It is nearly forty inches long, ‘ 
and rests in an erect posture.] 
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was brought into Europe, and described by Aldro- 
vaiidus as ^liny’s Balearic Crane v , Hetice these 
birds, which have since been brought from Africa 
and the ^asr in numbers, have received the, name 
of Balearic (Cranes, but without any just foundation. 
The ijeal Balearic Crane of Pliny seems to bp 
the lesser ash-coloured bcrori, with a topping of 
narrow white feathers, or perhaps the egret, with 
two long feathers that fall back from the sides.of 
the head. The bird that we are about to describe 
under the name of the Balearic Crane was unknown 
to the ancients ; and the heron or egret ought to 
be reinstated in their just title to that name. 

When we see a very extraordinary animal, we 
are naturally led to suppose that there must be 
something also remarkable in its history to cor- 
respond with the singularity of its figure. But it 
often happens that history fails on those occasions 
Where we most desire information. In the present 
instance, in particular, no bird presents to the eye 
a more whimsical figure than this, which we must 
be content to call the Balearic Crane. It is pretty 
nearly of the shape and size of -the ordinary crane, 
with long legs and a long neck, like others of the 
kind ; but the bill is shorter, and the colour of the 
feathers of a dark greenish grey. The head and 
throat form the most striking part, of this bird’s 
figure. On the head is seen standing up a thick 
round crest, made Of bristles, spreading every way, 
and resembling rays Ending out in different direc- 
tions. The longest of these rays are about three 
inches and a half; andtheyareall topped with a 
kind of black tassels, which give them a beautiful 
appearance. The sides of the head and cheeks 
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are tare, whitish, and edged with red, while under- ' 
neath the tftjra&i hangs a hind of hag or wattle* 
Kke that of a cock, hut not divided into two. To 
give this odd composition a higher finishing* the 
eye is large and staring ; the pupil black and big, 
surrounded with a gold- coloured iris that completes 
the bird’s very singular appearance. 

Prom such a peculiar figure, we might be led to 
Wish for a minute history of its manners ; but of 
these we can give but slight information. This 
bird comes from the coast of Africa and the f«ipe 
de Verd Islands. As it runs, it stretches out its 
wings, and goes very swiftly,, otherwise its* usual 
motion is very slow. In their domestic state, they 
walk very deliberately among, other poultry, and 
suffer themselves to be approached (at least it was 
so with what l saw) by every spectator. They 
never roost in houses ; but about night, when they 
are disposed to go to rest, they search out some 
high wall, on which they perch in the manner of a 
peacock. Indeed, they so much resemble that 
bird in manners and disposition, that some have 
described them by tbe name of the sea-peacock ; 
and Ray has been inclined to rank them in the 
same family. But, though their voice and roosting 
be similar, their food, which is entirely upon 
greens, vegetables, and barfcy^ poems to make some 
difference*. ( t , 

In this -chapter of foreign birds of the crane 

[* The Balearic Come is most probably ’the created Bus, or 
Tantstaa cristatas at -modem author*. TJwf hebd k fumkluA 
with a tweet, the Heathers of which ate psr$y white, paitiv blaHct 
and o« the throat is « large pouuU-Ueetitute of leather*. . i$fa 
native of Madagascar and tbe coast of Africa.] 
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it «#Si lie proper to »a©ta.idn ^ Jabirrxad 
the Jahirti Guaemhoth natives of &Bsii, Of 
these great birds of the crane feittd wd^kiKW' but 
little, except the ;^6^uw^ 

and the eaoKBons failfe, which we pra* 

served in the cabinet* «f the carton*. The Wfl«f 
the latter is red, a»4 ihkteea inches l<wig '; the 
hill of the former « black, and k found to he 
eleven. ' Neither of them, however, are of a m*& 
proportioned to their immoderate length of hift. 
The jabira guaeu is not above the siee of a common 
stork, while the jabira with the smallest hill exceeds 
the size of a swan. They are both covered with 
white feathers,, except the head and nock, that are 
naked; and their principal difference ia in the swe 
of the body, and the make of the bill ; the lower 
chap of the jabiru goacu being broad, and bending 
npwards.* 

A bird still more extraordinary may be added 
this class, called the Anbttna, and; like the two 

[* The American Jabiru k much larger than a turkey, and k 
found In all the savannas of Cayenne, Guiana, and other parts t»f 
South America. The bill is tong, stoufc ? andof a black colour : 
the head anti about two- thirds of the neck, which are bare of 
feathers, are blackish ; the remainder i» ako bare itad of a fine 
red ; on the hindhead are a few ; the legs are 

Strong, of great length, and come*} with kk&'+ptok* The 
general colour of the young birds is grey, m the $£Cpnd year |t 
changes to a rose colour, and in the third to a pure White, ft 
is a bird of great fierceness *nd vfeaclty, hovering about the 
tanks of rivers, and devouring fish in great quantities; Hie 
fanale builds her nest m g*eat trees, lays two Nwery large %g» # 
aad brings up her young in theses*, till they can descend. The 
Indian labirn is still larger, and is distingmtdbed by a black band 
which is over, the eyes. It feeds on snails aatf*bel4i&* lMh 
tfiese birds a^migra^^Atd gregarious.] * ‘ v s v 
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■timmfyh’k&m of Brasil. '•>■ This is a Water-fowl of 
fbe rapacious kind, and bigger than men.- The 
l»«ld^ which issmall for theaizeof the body* 
beats a black bill, which is not above , two inches 
l«fr but what distinguished it in particular k n 
horngrowing from the foreheadasfong bs the bilk 
mad bending , forward like .j,*but of the fabulous 
unicorn of the ancients. This born is not much 
thicker than a crow-quill, as round as if it were 
turned in a lathe, and of an ivory colour. Bat. this 
m not the only instrument of battle this formidable 
bird carries ; it seems to be armed at all points.; 
fer at the fore part of each wing, at the second 
joint, spring two straight triangular spurs, about ail 
thick as one’s little finger : the foremost of these 
goads or spurs is above an inch long ; the binder is 
shorter, and both of a dusky colour. The daws 
also are long and sharp ; the colour is black and 
white ; and they cry terribly loud, sounding some- 
thing like Vyhoo Vyhoo. They are new found 
alone, but always in pairs; the cock and hen 
prowl together ; and their fidelity is said to be such, 
that when one deis, the other never departs from 
the carcase, but dies with its companion. It makes 
its nest of day, near the bodies of trees, upon . the 
ground, of the shape of an oven. , . . ,, 

One bird more may be subjoined to this jd*M, 
' nbt for the oddity of its figure, but the peculiarity 
.of its rnonu^rs. It is vulgaijy ^Jfod i. "by our filers 
the Buffoon Bird, and by the preach the Demoi- 
«eHe, or Lady. The same qualities have procured 
it these dlflfereut ^pellations from two nations who, 

'ejects m 

x.S 
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gestures and contortions of this bird, the proper 
name of which is the Numidian Crane, are ex- 
tremely singular ; and the . French, who are skilled 
in the arts of elegant gesticulation, consider all its 
motions US lady-like and graceful. Oar English 
sailors, however, who have not entered so deeply 
Mo the dan ting art, think, that while thus in 
motion the bird cuts but a very ridiculous figure. 
It stoops, rises, lifts one wing, then another, turhd 
round, sails forward, then back again ; all which 
highly diverts our seamen ; not imagining, perhaps, 
that all these contortions are but the awkward ex- 
pression, not. of the poor animal's pleasures but its 
fears. 

It is a very scarce bird; the plumage is of a 
leaden grey ; but it is distinguished by fine white 
feathers, consisting of long fibres, which fall from 
the hack of the head, about four inches long; 
while the fore-part of the neck is adorned with 
black feathers, composed of very fine, soft, and 
long fibres, that hang down upon the stomach, and 
give the bird a very graceful appearance. The 
ancients have described a buffoon bird, but there 
are many reasons to believe that theirs is not the 
Numidian crane. It comes from that country from 
whence it has taken its natne. 
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CHAP. V. 

Of the Heron, and its Varieties.* 

Birds of the crane, the stork, and the heron 
kind, bear a very strong affinity to each other; and 
their differences are not easily discernible. As for 
the crane and the stork, they diffei rather in their 
nature and internal conformation than in their 
external figure ; but still they may be known 
asunder, as well by their colour as by the s(ptk’$ 
daws, which are very peculiar, and more resembling 
a man’s nails than the claws of a bird. The heron 
may be distinguished from both, as well by its 
' ire, which is much less, as by its bill, which in 
proportion is much longer ; but particularly by the 
middle claw on each foot, which is toothed like a 
saw, for the better seizing and holding its slippery 
prey. Should other marks fail, however, there is 
an anatomical distinction, in which herous differ 
from all other birds, which is, that thev have but 
one ca'cuni, and all other birds have two. 

Of this tribe, Urisson has enumerated not less 
than forty-seven sorts, all differing in their size, 
figure, and plumage ; and with talents adapted to 
their place of residence, or their peculiar pursuits. 
Hut, how various soever the heron kind may be in 
their colours or their bills, they all seem possessed 
of the same manners, and have but one character, 

£* Cranes are distinguished by having the head bald ; Morks 
have the orbits round the eyes naked; and Herons have the 
middle claw serrated internally.] 
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' rapa^y'l y^t insi&hjib 

'lupipjer; ^''tHhe^', oiros "are"',fb«iid _ 'fiaf'fey’ all 

aj^uaclant supply of foot^; fefit 'these, $iO$§£i exces- 
sively destructive and veracious, , atfe 'ei^f v |u«iid 
to have lean and .'ban^'lw^i^'iui' .thlfekileirfcn 
plenty were sufficient for their support. : ? I ( " / 4 

The common heron is remarkably light, in pro- 
portion to its bulk, scarcely, weighing three pounds 
and a half, yet it expands a breadth of wing 
which is five feet from tip to tip. Its hill is very 
|dhg, being five inches from the point to the base; 
its. claws are long, sharp,' and the middlemost 
toothed like a saw. Yet, thus armed as it appears 
for war, it is indolent and cowardly, and even 
flies at the approach of a sparrow-hawk. It was 
once the amusement of the great to pursue this 
timorous creature with the falcon ; and heron- 
Kawklng was so favourite a diversion among our 
ancestors, that laws were enacted for the preserva- 
tion of the species ; and the person who destroyed 
their eggs was liable to a penalty of twenty shillings 
for each offence. 

At present, however, the defects of the ill-judged 
policy of our ancestors is felt by their posterity ; 
for, as the amusement of hawking has given place 
to the more useful method of stocking fish-ponds, 
the heron is now become a most formidable enemy. 
: Of all other birds, this commits the greatest devas- 
tation in fresh waters; * and there is scarcely a 
fish* though, never so large, that he will not strike 
at arid wound, 'though unable to carry it away. 
But tfie smaller Fry are his chief subsistence ;* these, 
pursued by their larger fellows o3^ the : deept^ ftre 
obliged to TEhke rfefuge, ia'‘s^ld^ i ^hi^fs,. 1 ‘‘vt , here 
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they Jftd me. hffj&ff*: a still ',10®$! formidaWe enenw. 
Hi#, W>$k«d wM *$***$& $$, mt mfr rotofhe 


Watfr, .a»d- ; j|w’ t^e''. : aipp > m<ih ; o£ 

km p#ey> which when it ' cpittes within sight, ^ fee 
dffrts up«»with manner 

Ims is foafl^ to destroy than ah' 

after in. three mowfe. rr I hire seen a heron,* 1 
says WiRqghhy, " that had been shot, tfeat had 
<e seventeen carpsin his belly at o nee, which he 
r< will digest iff six or seven hoars, and then to 
** fishing again. I have seen ff carp/’ continues 
he, £f taken out of a heron’s belly, nine inches and 
“ a half long. Several gentlemen who kept tame 
** herons, to try what quantity one of Atom Would 
r * eat in a day, have put several smalterroach and 
v dace in a tab ; and they have found him eat 
v fifty in a day, one day with another. In Add 
ff manner a single heron will destroy fifteen thou^ 
“ sand carp in a single half-year.”, 

Sa great are the digestive powers of this fresh- 
water tyrant, arid so detrimental to those who 
stock poods with fish. In general, he is seen 
taking bis gloomy stand by the lake side, as if 
meditating mischief, motionless and gorged with 


plunder. Bis usual attitude on this occasion is to 
sink his lpng neck between his shoulders, and keep 
his head turned on one side, as if eyeing the pool 
more intently. • When die call of hunger returns, 
the toil of an hour or twffvis generally sufficient to 
fift his capacious stomach ; and he retires long 
before night to his retreat hi the woods. Early in 
the morning, however, he is see® assiduous at his 


usual occupation. //;/ ( ,*• f ■" 

. Bdt thOhffhjp seasons affine weather the heron 



atfc * , fummtomvoiv;, . , 

g* plentiful *hpply path ‘.-efljdh.iwj 
stormy seasons, his prey is no longerwithin reach : 
t|Se#i4»hti:tha4 . before eame .oMto-.>4lke'.>iAM0hMr - water' 
qMjr keep in. the deep, as they - fthd •• jt *to. bo- the 
tfarmost situation .-• Frogs and lizards alsofeeldom 
Mature from their lurking-places ; and the heron 
ia-ebliged to support himself uponhis long habits 
Ojf patience, and even to takeup with the weeds 
that grow .upon the water. At those times he con- 
tracts, a. consumptive disposition, which succeeding 
plenty is not able to remove; so that the meagre 
Ration spends his time between want and riot, and 
fee's alternately the extremes of famine and excess. 
Hence, notwithstanding the care With which he 
takes his prey, and the amazing quantity he 
devours, the heron is always lean and emaciated; 
and though his crop be usually found full, yet his 
flesh is scarcely sufficient to cover the bones, 
c The heron usually takes his prey by wading 
into the water, yet it must uot be supposed that he 
does uot also take It upon the wing. In fact, much 
of his fishing is performed in this manner ,- but he 
never hovers over deep, waters, as there Ins prey is 
enabled to escape him by sinking to the bottom. 
ift>«shallow*places he darts with more certainty^; 
for though the fish at sight of its enemyinstantly < 
descends, yet the baron , with his long hill andktgsy 
ipstantly pih» it to the bottom,- and thus seizes it 
syCyrely./ ln iUhiamaannejY after having been seen 
Wgthiits lohg peck for above a minute under watery; ■ 
h4* ifdJles, upon the .wing , i with a trout or an ed> - 
struggling in hisbiik Thegwhedy bird/. 

to. fl|e shore, scarcely gives _it time 
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to* es$we, but \-4rtnritew««^¥ip4^e>? andthen vkfaxmt 
to ifisbftig’ds 1 ' before* '?.•■■ 'sw*)' • ./« ••* «; :'■.’*(/<■' 

eA#’ thisbird does in credifal e mkeh iefi 1 to port# 
newly stocked, Wilktghby ba* given w.'.reoe«pt for. 
taking hire, “ Having found liis haunt, get three- 
" or foo# smafl roach or dace, and having provided'’ 
" a strong hook with q wire to it, this is drawn 
% just- within side theskin of thefish, beginning 
" without side the gills, and running it to the 
“ tail, by which the fish will not be killed, but 
“ continue for five or six days alive. Then having 
“ a strong line made of silk and wire, about two 
,e yards and a half long, it is tied to a stoneat one' 
“ end, the fish with the hook being suffered to; 
rf swim about at the otlter. This beingproperly 
et disposed in shallow water, the heron wiU seize 
” upon the fish to its own destruction. From - 
“ this method wc may learn that the fish must’ 
“ be alive, otherwise the heron will not touch 
“ them ; and that this bird, as well as all those 
et that feed upon fish, roust be its own caterer ;■ 
“ for they will not prey upon such as die naturally, 
" or are killed by others before them/’ 

Though this bird lives chiefly among pools and 
marshes, yet its nest is built on the tops of the 
highest trees, and sometimes on cliffs hanging over 
the sea. They are never in flocks when they fishy 
committing their - depredations in ! solitude and 
silence ; but. in. making their nests they love each 
other's society ; and they are seen, like rooks, 
building in company with flocks of their kind.; 
Their nests are: made of sticks, andlined with wool ; 
and tlie fema,le Jayg:four. large eggs, of a pale green 5 
colour. The observable indolence of their nature. 
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Itowwer/ls’ net less ■een in their nestling than itt 
their habits of depredation. Nothing is more ce*r 
0*0; (and I have seen it a hundred times), than 
that they will net be at the trouble of building a 
west when they can get one made by the rook, or 
deserted by the owl, already provided for them. 
'This they usually enlarge and line within, driving 
off the original possessors, should they happen to 
renew their fruitless claims. 

The French seem to have availed themselves of 
the indolence of this bird in making its nest ; and 
they actually provide a place with materials fitted 
for their nestling, which they call Heronries. The 
heron, which with us is totally unfit for the table, 
is more sought for in France, where the flesh of 
the young ones is in particular estimation. To 
obtain this, the natives raise Up high sheds along 
some fishy stream ; and furnishing them with mate- 
rials for the herons to nestle with, these birds build 
and breed there in great abundance. As soon as 
the young ones are supposed to be fit, the owner 
of the heronry comes, as we do into a pigeon- 
house, and carries off such as are proper for eating; 
and these: are sold for a very good price to the 
neighbouring gentry. '* These are a delicacy 
which,’* as my author says, “ the French are very 
“ food of, but which strangers have not yet been 
tr taught to relish as they ought.’* Nevertheless it 
was formerly much esteemed as a food in England, 
and made a favourite dish at great tables. It was 
then said that the flesh of a heron was a dish for 
& king; at present, nothing about the house will 
touch it bat a cat. 

WHh R^ tl^relfonej as the heron,both old and 
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i» tltobgbt /ttetfoy^fodihif; . we feldom 
. titi&tifo'foeee J ' sliRwds wbi&'-ttfo. 

for the ffibit 'p^t^0ki§^ :{ Mael9dsi%/ Theft* ’ 
nesteare often fmfod hr great" numbers in the 
middle of large ■ form*, ' and In some grove* dearer 
home, where the earners ; have a pfodileciion fie 
the bird, and; do not choose to dHvd' itfrom "'its . 
accustomed habitations. It is certain that % their 
cries, their expansive wings, their hulk, and wavy 
motion, they add no small solemnity to the forest, 
and give a pleasing variety to a finished improve- 
' tnent/ '" '' 

When the voung are excluded, as they aTe 
numerous, voracious, and importunate, the old ones 
are for ever upon the wing to provide them with 
abundance. The quantity of fish they take upon 
this occasion is amazing, and their size is wot 
less to he wondered at. I remember a heron's 
nest that was built near a school-house; the boys, 
with their usual appetite for mischief, climbed wps, 
took dowh the young ones, sowed up the vent, 
and laid them in the nest as before. The pain the 
poor little animals felt from the operation increased 
their cries ; and this hut served to increase the 
diligence of the old ones, in enlarging their supply. 
Thus they heaped the nest with various sorts of fish, 
and the beat of their kind; 1 and as their young 
screamed, they flew off for more. The boya 
gathered up live fish, which the young ones were 
incapable of eating, till the old ones at last quitted, 
their nest, and gave up their hitmdj Wfeose appetite* 
they 'found it ' impossible to satisfy: ■" • •• *' 

The lieron is said to he a very Io»g4wed bird ; 
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a »isi^tto«t«iRce *of one that was takfcn ifi 
HWIb^by a Irawkbetoogmg to the Stadtholder, 
it» longevity is again confirmed/ the bird having a 
silver plate fastened to one leg, With aiif inscription, 
importing that it had been struck by this elector v of 
Cologne’s hawks thirty-five years before. 1 


CHAP. VI. 


V ' 1 ■ • ’ ! ’ ' f 

- , Of the Bittern or Mire-drum. 


Those who have walked in an evening by the 
sedgy sides of unfrequented rivers, must remember 
a variety of notes from different water-fowl ; the 


loud scream of the wild goose, the croaking of the 
mallard, the whining of the lapwing, and the 
tremulous neighing of the jack snipe. But of all 
those sounds, there is none so dismally hollow as 
the booming of the bittern. It is impossible for 
words to give those who have not heard this 
evening-call an adequate idea of its solemnity. It 
is like the interrupted bellowing of a bull, but 
hoflower and louder,’ and is beard' at a‘ mile's 
distance, as if issuing from some formidable being 
that resided at the bottom of the wateiC '* 


? The bird, however, that ^fodiices tliil terrifyfog * 
sound is not so big as a heron, with a weaker bill, 
nbt above fout* ‘inches Idtig. ft differs' from l the^ 
iWfdu 'fchtefly in its ffoldint) 1 wblch W w 
a palish\yeifoW; spotted and barred "with black; ‘ 
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which it is remarkable ; the, lower part of itdividmg ! 
into tbe lungs , is supplied with a thin loose mem- 
brane, tbatcan befilled with a large bodyofair, 
and exploded . at pleasure. These bellowing explo- 
sions are chiefly heard from the beginning of 
spring to the end of autumn ; and, however awful 
they may seem to us, are the calls to courtships or 
of connubial felicity. , 

Prom the loudness and solemnity of the note, 
many have been led to suppose, that the bird made 
use of external instruments to produce it, and that 
so small a body could never eject such a quantity 
of tone. The common people are of opinion, that 
it thrusts its bill into a reed that serves as .a pipe 
for swelling the note above its natural pitch ; whife 
others, and in this number we find Thomson the 
poet, imagine that the bittern puts its head under 
water, and then violently blowing produces its 
boomings. The fact is, that the bird is sufficiently 
provided by nature for this call ; and it is often 
heard where there are neither reeds nor waters to 
assist its sonorous invitations. 

It hides in the sedges by day, and begins its call 
in the evening, booming six or eight times, and 
then discontinuing for ten or twenty minutes to 
renew the same sound. This is a call it never? 
gives but when undisturbed and at liberty. Wheat 
its retreats among the sedges are invaded, when it 
dreads or expects the approach of an enemy, it. is 
then perfectly silent. This call it has never been, 
heard , to utter , .when taken orbrought up in?? 
domestic, captivity ; it continues under the control 
of map a mute foriorn hird, equally incapable of 
a^achjpentprjinatrne^p, Put* though it&bitwwgs 
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are always performed in solitude, it has a scream 
which is generally heard upon the seizing its prey, 
and which is sometimes extorted by fear. 

This bird, though of the heron kind, is yet 
neither so destructive nor so voracious. It is a 
retired, timorous «mhnal,» concealing itself in the 
midst of reeds and marshy places, and living upon 
frogs, insects, and vegetables; and though so 
nearly resembling the heron in figure, yet differing 
much in manners and appetites. As the heron 
builds oh the tops of the highest trees, the bittern 
lays its nest in a sedgy margin, or amidst a tuft of 
rushes. The heron builds with sticks and wool; 
the bittern composes its simpler habitation of sedges, 
the team of water-plants, and dry rushes. The 
her on lays four eggs; the bittern generally seven 
cn* eight, of an ash-green colour. The heron feeds 
its young for many days ; the bittern in three days 
leads its little ones to their food. In short, the 
heron is lean and cadaverous, subsisting chiefly 
upon animal food ; the bittern is plump and fleshy, 
as it feeds upon vegetables when more nourishing 
food is wanting. 

It cannot be, therefore, from its voracious ap- 
petites, but its hollow boom, that the bittern is held 
in such detestation by the vulgar. I remember in 
the place where I was a boy, with what terror 
this bird's note affected the whole village ; they 
considered it as tire presage of some sad event ; 
and generally found or made one to succeed 
it. I do not speak ludicrously ; bat if any per- 
son in the neighbourhood died, they supposed it 
could not be otherwise, for the night seven had 
foretold it; but if nobody happened to die, the 
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death of a cow or a sheep gave completion to tha 
prophecy. 

Whatever terror .it pay inspire among the 
simple, its flesh is greatly in esteem among the 
luxurious. For this reason, it is as eagerly sought 
after by the fowler as it is shunned by, the peasant; 
and as it is a heavy -rising, slow-winged bird, ft does 
not often escape hiss. Indeed, it seldom rises hist 
when almost trod upon ,* and seems to seek protec- 
tion rather from concealment than flight. At the 
latter end of autumn, however, in the evening, its 
wonted indolence appears to forsake itv Jt ft then 
seen rising in a spiral ascent till it is quite tost 
from the view, making at the same time a singnioi 
noise very different from its former hODftftngS. 
Thus the same animal is often seen to assume dif- 
ferent desires ; and while the Latins have given 
the bittern the name of the star-reaching bird (or 
the stelfa ris), the Greeks, taking its character from 
its more constant habits, have given it the title of 
the «tv©», or the lazy. 1 


CHAP. V1J. 

Qf Me Spoonbill or ^homier. 

a ^,-fi *' *£* 

AS we proceed in our description of the crude 
kind, birds of peculiar forms offer not entirely like 
the crane, and yet not so far different as to rank 
more properly with any other class. Where the 
long neck and stilt-like legs of the crane are found, 
they make too striking a resemblance not to admit 
such birds of the number . and though the bill or 



320 A HISTORY OF 

even the foes should entirely differ, yet the outlines 
of the figure, and the natural habits and dispositions 
being the same, these are sufficient to mark their 
pkee in the general groupe of nature. 

The Spoonbill is one of those birds which differs 
a good deal from the crane, yet approaches .this 
cl4ss more than any other. The body is more 
'bulky for its height, and the hill is very differently 
formed from that of any other hird whatever. Yet 
still it is a comparatively tall bird ; it feeds among 
waters ; its toes are divided ; and it seems to 
'possess the natural dispositions of the crane. The 
European spoonbill is of about the bulk of a crane ; 
but as the one is above four .feet high, the other 
is not more than three feet three inches. The 

a 

common colour of those of Europe is a dirty white ; 
but those of America are of a beautiful rose-colour, 
or a delightful crimson. Beauty of plumage seems 
to be the prerogative of all the birds of that con- 
tinent ; and we here see the most splendid tints 
bestowed on a bird, whose figure is sufficient to 
destroy the effects of its colouring; for its bill is so 
Oddly fashioned, and its eyes so stupidly staring, 
that its fine feathers only tend to add splendour to 
deformity. The bill, which in this bird is so very 
particular, is about seven inches long, and running 
out broad at the end, as its name justly serves to 
denote, it is there about an inch and a half wide. 
This strangely -fashioned instrument, in some is 
black ; in others of a light grey ; and in those of 
America it is of a red colour, like the rest of the 
body. All round tire upper chap there runs a 
.kind of r|m, with which it covers that beneath; 
and as for the rest, its cheeks, and its throat. 
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‘t&e \Vitbottil ■febthers, and ^cbMiwl mtb a waik 

skih. ; ■ ; ’ . ' 

A bird bo oddlyfashioned, might W expected 
to possess some Very peculiar appetites 
spoonbill seems to lead a life entirely resettt^feng ail 
those of the crane kind ; and nature,, whensbemade 
the bill of this bird so very broad, seems i^bfer to 
Tiavc sported with its form, than to aim at'. any 
filial cause for which to adapt it. In fact, it is but 
a poor philosophy to ascribe every capricious .variety 
in nature to some salutary purpose : in Vhch s^u^piis 
we only impose upon each other; and,%ftwjSn|iw' 
contradict our own belief. There must 
flections in every being, as well as capacities of 
enjoyment. Between both, the animal Feadis a life 
of moderate felicity in part making- use df its r&any 
natural advantages, and in part necessarily' in- 
forming to the imperfections of its figure. ' ; 

The shovclcr chiefly feeds upon frogs, toads, and 
serpents ; of which, particularly at the Cape of 
Good Hope, they destroy great numbers. The 
inhabitants of that country hold them in as mhch 
esteem as the ancient Egyptians did their bird 
ibis: the shoveler runs tamely about their houses ; 
and they are content with its society, as A useful 
though a homely companion I They are never 
killed ; and indeed they are good for riothingwben 
they are de&d, forTfife be 

This bird bVe^df in' iVrtjl Wp 

heron, in high trees i" and in 4 nisC fbrthed of (he 
same materials, ■ Wfflbghby tdflsr „$&t in'h 
certain grove, at "awfflhgb' Hkys, 

licydgri, th%'bhHfi' im i! '§fed"''.fearfy i ' in; ^||^lt 
dflM&ra'' 4 Id this ® 'wmr$, 

VOL . IV. V 
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4h$ cormorant, and the shag, have taken up their 
residence, and annually bring foith tbeir young 
together. Here the crane kind seem to have formed 
their general rendezvous ; and, as the inhabitants 
say, every sort of bird has its particular quarter, 
where none but their own tribe are permitted to 
reside. Of this grove the peasants of the country 
make good profife* .JftThen ttftfypung ones are ripe, 
those witjji a hook at the 

end of a long pole, catch hold of the bough on 
which the nest is haitfeiSmd shake out the young 
ones ; but sometimes the nest and all tumble down 
together. v 

The shoveler jays from three to five eggs, white, 
and powdered with a few sanguine or pale spot? 
We sometimes see, in the cabinets of the curious 
the {bills of American shovclcrs, twice as big and 
as ’long as those of the common kind atnong us 
•but these birds have net yet made thj^k way into 
Europe^ , < 


VUL 

V »*r/. 

fTS * r> 

L HE Flamingo has the justest right to be placed 
among cranes ; and- AattgW it happens to be web- 
footed, like buds of the goose kind, yet its height, 
figure, and appetites, entirely remove it from that 
groveling class of animals. With a longer neck 
and legs than any other of the crane kind, it seeks 
its food by wading among waters ; and only differs 
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from all of this tribe in the manner of seizing its 
prey ; for as the heron makes use of its claws, the 
flamingo uses only its bill; which is strong and thick 
for the purpose, the daws being useless, as stbey 
are feeble, and webbed like those of water-fowl. 

The flamingo is the most remarkable of all the 
crane kind, the tallest^ bulkiest, and the most beau- 
tiful. The body^wUch i«^(i» .beautiful scarlet, 
is no bigger and 

neck are of such a#^^^dinary length, that 
when it stands erec$'tte'i#lm; feet six inches high. 
Its wings extended, are five feet six inches from 
tip to tip ; and it is four feet eight inches from tip 
to tail. The head is round and, jsroali, with a large 
bill, seven inches long, partly red, partly black, and 
crooked like a bow. The legs and thighs, which 
arc not much thicker than a man’s finger, are about 
two feet eight inches high ; and its neck neat' three 
feet long. The feet are not farnished with sharp 
claws, as in others of the ;cr§0® sfiind ; bUt feeble, 
and united by membraiifwii goose. 

Of what use these memfeNth^thre, does a$t appear, 
as the bird is never j[«g* an ^ 

****$1*10 those 

This' found in 

America, but was once' : 'kpiawn;Ofl coasts of 

Europe. Its beauty, it* size, and the peculiar 
delicacy of its flesh, have been such temptations to 
destroy or take it, that it has long since deserted 
the shores frequented by man, and taken refuge in 
countries that are as yet but thinly peopled. In 
those desert regions, the flamingos live in a state of 

> % ■ 
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society, aftdiinder a better polity than any other of 
the feathered creation. " , ■ 

‘'When the Europeans first came to America, and 
boasted down along the African shores, they found 
the flamingos on several shores on either continent, 
gentle^ and no way distrustful of mankind.* They 
had long been used to security in the extensive 
solitudes they had chosen ; and knew no enemies, 
but those they could very well evade or oppose. 
The Negroes and the native Americans were pos- 
sessed but of few destructive arts for killing them at 
a distance-; and when the bird perceived the arrow, 
it well knew how to avoid it. But it was otherwise 
When the Europeans first came among them : the 
sailors, not considering that the dread of fire-arms 
was totally unknown in that, part of the world, gave 
the flamingo the character of a foolish bird, that 
suffered itself to be approached and shot at. When 
the fowler had killed one, the rest of the flock, far 
from attempting to fly, only regarded the fall of 
their companion in a kind of fixed astonishment : 
another and another shot was discharged ; and thus 
the fowler often levelled the whole flock, before one 
of them began to think of escaping. 

But at present it is very different in that part of 
the world ; and the flamingo is not only one of the 
scarcest, but of the shyest birds in the world, and 
the most difficult of approach. They chiefly keep 
near the most deserted and inhospitable shores ; 
hear salt-water lakes and swampy islands. They 
comfe down to the banks of rivers by day; and 
often retire to the inland, mountainbns parts of the 

' f V ' i 1 ■ . ’*.**,: . ►! j i 1 , * 


* All)iV$ New History of Birds, 
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country at the approach of night. When seen by. 
mariners in foeday, they 4H-py^f appear dr^wn 
up in a long close line of two or.three hundred 
together ; and, as Dampier tells ns, present, at the 
distance of half , a mile, the e*act representation of 
a Jong brick wall. Their rank, however* is, broken 
when they seek for food ; hat they always .appoint 
one of the number as a watch, whose only eymploy? 
meat is. to observe and give notice, of danger, 
while the rest ore feeding. As soon as this trusty 
centiael perceives the remotest appearance of 
danger, he gives a loud scream, with a voice as 
shrill as a trumpet, and instantly the whole cohort 
are upon the wing. They feed in silence ; hut, 
upon this occasion, all the flock are m ono chorda, 
and fill the air with intolerable sereamings. 

From this it appears that the fiaiaingos are very 
difficult to be approached at present, and that they 
avoid mankind with the most cautious timidity; 
however, it is not from any antipathy to man, that 
they shun his society, for in some villages, as vre 
ore assured by Labat, along the coast of Africa the 
flamingos come in great numbers to make their 
residence among the natives. There, they assemble 
by thousands, perched on the, trees, within and 
about the ; village; and are so very clamorous, that 
the sound is heard at near a mile distance. The 
Negroes are fond of their company ; and consider 
their society as a gift of heaven, as a protection 
from accidental evils.. The French, who are 
admitted, to this part of foe coast, cannot, without 
some degree of discontent, see such a quantity of 
game untouched, and rendered, > useless by foe 
superstition of the natives: they now and then 
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Hit ' i cotfviettidtif 
iSh£ fcifk? _ them via ''thfe'* 

’ilSrey 

fdr tfipy would pifoMbly ?! statlrd a 
g ill tredt&d; if fhb‘ hfeicks discovered 
their Vacrerf "birds werd thus unmercifhfly tilled. '■' 
Botrielimes, in tHeir/wild state, theyare shot by* 
mariners ; and their young, which rtth excessively 
fast, are, often taken. Labat haa frequOriily taken 
flieiti with “riifcts properly extended round the places 
they breed in. When their long legs are entangled 
id the meshes, they are then unqualified to make 
their escape; but they still continue to combat with 
their destroyer ; arid the old ones, though seized by 
the bead, will scratch with their claws ; and these, 
though seemingly inoffensive, very often do mischief. 
When they are fairly disengaged from the net, they 
nevertheless preserve their natural ferocity ; they 
refuse all nourishment ; they peck and combat with 
their claws at every opportunity. The fowler is 
therefore under a necessity of destroying them!, 
when taken ; : as they would only pine and die, if 
left to themselves in captivity. The flesh of the 
old ones is black and hard ; though Dampiersays, 
well tasted : that of the young ones is still better. 
But, of all other delicacies, the flamingo’s ‘ tongue 
is the most celebrated/ A dish 1 dfflattvirigos’ 
tongues, says our author, is a feast for' an’ emperor. 
In , fact, the Roman emperors considered them as 
the highest luxury ; andwehave aw account Of one 
bf them, who procured fifteen hundred flatriirigos’ 
tdrigiies tb be served tip in a singles dish: "The 
tdpgue ■ of this bird; which ife sd mudb ifttaght aflt^r, 
is a gdbd dbai forgerthrin that of ’ariy other. bird 
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btydybo*, fit 

tongue which isj blacj^a nd giiftlf l ?$* iffyftfWWi 
flavour it , may, possess* | lyayp ^ be ^et^rtniAe^ 
hy,v$wh fjW updei^tepd ie<#, ea^ngJ|>|p%' ijt 
do.,.. It js ^foba^e,4bet 

the bird, might be tlte first inducements (p^dtjps’ 
gluttony to ,§* jipw, its tongue as roeaC.Jpr the 
table, \yh»t Dapapier says of the goodness "pf its 
flesh, cannot so well be reljed on ; for 
was often hungry, and thought any thing good that 
could be eaten : he avers, indeed, with Labat, that 
theilesh is black, tough, and Xisliy ; so thal we can 
hardly give him credit, when he asserts^thaJ 
flesh can be formed into a luxurious entertainment^ 
These birds, as was said, always go in flocks 
together; and they move in rank, in the man ne/ 
of cranes., They are sometimes seen, at the bre;ak 
of day, flying down in great numbers from the 
mountains ; and conducting each other with a 
trumpet cry, that sounds like the word Tococo, 
from whence the savages of Canada have given 
them the name. In their flight they appear to great 
advantage: for they then seem , of as bright a red as 
a burning coal. When they dispose themselves to 
feed, their cry 4 . ceases, and then they disperse oyer 
a whole marsh* in silence and assiduity. Their 
manner , of feeding is very singular ; the bird thrusts 
down its head, so that the upper convex side of 
tb£ bill shall only touch % ground; and in this 
positiou the animal appears, as it we, ye, standing 
upon its. head. Ip this manner it paddles and moves 
the bill abo«t, and . seizes .whatever fish or ihseyt 
happens to offer, J$ff this purpose the upper <?hep 
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b; atjtjbg edges, so as to hold its prey with 
security- .. ^Sai^y, however, give ®. a 
dffiftf&i, ACOQittnt .. o£ their, feeding, According to 
hfo r they thus place the , upper chap undermost, 
and 80 wo»k a bout, in order to pick up a seed- frank 
the bottom of the water, that resembles millet hot 
as <in picking up this they necessarily also suck hi 
a great quantity of mud, their bill is toothed at the 
edges, in such a manner as to let out the mad, 
while they swallow the grain. 

Their time of breeding is according to the climate 
in which they reside : in North America they breed 
in our summer; on the other side the line they 
take the most favourable seasou of the year. They 
build their nests in extensive marshes, and where 
they are in no danger of a .surprise. The nest is 
not less curious than the animal that builds it : it is 
raised from the surface of the pool about a foot and 
a half, formed of mud, scraped up together, and 
hardened by the sun, or the heat of the bird’s body : 
it resembles a truncated cone, or one of the pots 
which we sec placed on ckimnies : on the top it is 
hollowed out to the shape of the bird, and in that 
cavity the female lays her eggs, without any lining 
but the well-cemented mud that forms the sides of 
the building. She always lays two eggs, and no 
more ; and, as her legs are immoderately long, she 
straddles on the nest, while her . legs hang down, 
one on each side, into the water. 

The young ones are a long while before they fire 
able to Uy; but they run with amazing swiftness. 
They arc sometimes caught ; and, very different 
from the old ones, suffer themselves to be carried 
homp, nndare tamed very easily. In five otf six day* 
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they become familiar, eat out of the hand, and drink 
a surprking quantity of Sea- Water. ‘ ’ But though they 
ace easily rendered domestic; they are not reared 
without the greatest difficulty ; for they generally 
pine away, for want of their natural supplies, and 
die -in ashortthne. While they are yet young; 
their colours are very different ffom those lively tints 
they acquire with age. In their first year they ate 
covered with plumage of a white colour, mixed with 
grey ; in the second year the whole body is White, 
with here and there a slight tint of scarlet ; and the 
great covert feathers of the wings arc black: the 
third year the bird acquires all its beauty ; the 
plumage of the whole body is scarlet, except some 
of the feathers in the wings, that still retain their 
sable hue. Of these beautiful plumes, the savages 
make various ornaments : and the bird is some- 
times skinned by the Europeans, to make ffiuffs. 
But these have diminished in their price, since we 
have obtained the art of dying feathers of the 
brightest scarlet. 


CHAP. IX. 

Of the Avosetta or Scooper , and the Corrira or 
' Runner. 

The extraordinary shape of the Avosetta's bill 
might incline us to wish for its history ; and yet in 
that we are not able to indulge the reader. 
Natural historians have hitherto. Idee ambitious 
monarchs, shown a greater fondness for extending’ 
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their domiftioas than cultivating whattheypessess. 
WhiJa they have beenlahouringtoaddnew varieties 
to their catalogues, they have neglected to study 
the history Of aiiimalsalreadyknown. * t <, «*. 

The Avosetta is chiefly fountlin Italy, and , now 

and then comes over into England- It is about the 
size of a pigeon, ;is a pretty upright bird, and has 
extremely long tegs for its size, Ilut the most 
extraordinary part of (its figure, and that by which 
it may he distinguished from aU others of the 
feathered tribe, is the bill, which turns up like a 
hook, in an opposite direction to that of the hawk 
or the parrot. This extraordinary bill is black, 
flat, sharp, and flexible at the end, and about three 
inches and a half long. From its being bare a long 
way above the knee, it appears that it lives and 
wades in the waters. It has a chirping, pert note, 
as w* are told ; but with its other habits wc are 
entirely unacquainted. 1 have placed it, from its 
slender figure among the cranes; although it is 
web-footed, like the duck. It is one of those birds 
of whose history we are yet in expectation . * 

[* The Avoset breeds in the fens of Lincolnshire, and on 
Romney marsh in Kent. In winter they assemble in email 
Hocks of six or seven, and frequent our shores, especially the 
mouths of large muddy rivers, in search of worms and marine 
insects. These they scoop out of the wad with their recurved 
bills, which are admirably adapted for that purpose, being tough 
and flexible like whalebone. The, feet seem calculated for 
swimming, but they ere never observed to take the water ; it is 
therefore probable that they are furnished with a web, "merely 
to prevent their sinking into the mud. The female lays two 
eggs about the size of those of a -'pigeon, of a white colour 
tinged with green, and marked with large black .spots, it is 
■said to be very, tenacious of its young, and when disturbed at 
thjs sea son, will fly round in repeated circles, uttering a note 
that resembles the word ("Mt, twice reported.} " ' 
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*f'0 this bird of the cfaae kibd so little known] 
IwiHaddanother still ’lew known ; ;tbe Corrifaor 
Runner ‘of Aldrovandoe] All wearetold of it is, 
that it has the longest legs of all web-footed fowls, 
except the flamingoahd aVosetta ; that the bill is 
straight, yellow and black at the ends; that the> 
pnpilsof the eyes are surrounded withiwo circles, 
one of which is bay, and the other white : below; 
near the belly] it is whitish ; the tail, with two white 
feathers, black at the extremities; and that the 
upper part of the body is of the colour of rusty 
iron. It is thus that We are obliged to substitute 
dry description for instructive history, and employ 
words, to express those shadings of colour which 
the pencil alone can convey. 


CHAP. X. 

■Of small Birds of the Crane Kind, w ith the 
Thighs partly bare of Feathers. 

As 1 have taken my distinctions rather from the 
general form and manners of birds, than from their 
minuter, though perhaps more precise discrimina- 
tions, it will not be expected that I should here enter 
into a particular history of a numerous tribe of 
birds, whose manners ind forms are so very much 
alike- 0/ many of them we have scarcely any 
account in our historians, but tedious descriptions of 
their dimensions] and the colour of their plumage ; 
and Of tlie re&t,' the history of otie is so much thatof 
all, that it is tut the same account repeated to a 
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roost disgusting reiteration. I will therefore group 
them into one general draught ; in which the more 
eminent, or the rocmt whimsical, will naturally stand 
forward on the canvas. ‘ ? * 

In this group we find anj extensive tribe of 
native birds with their varieties and affinities ; and we 
roight add a hundred others, of distant climates; of 
which we know little more than the coiour and the 
name. In this list is exhibited fhe Curlew, a bird 
of about the size of a duck, with a billfour inches 
long: the Woodcock, about the size of a pigeon, 
with a bill three inches long : the Godwit, of the 
same size; the bill four inches: the Green Shank, 
longer legged ; the bill two inches and a half : the 
Red Shank, differing in the colour of its feet from 
the former : the Snipe, less by half, with a bill three 
inches. Then with shorter bills — The Ruff, with a 
collar of feathers round the neck of the male ; the 
Knot, the Sandpiper, the Sanderling, the Dunlin, 
the Purre, and the Stint. To conclude ; with bills 
very short— The Lapwing, the Green Plover, the 
Grey Plover, the Dottrel, the Turnstone, and the 
Sea-lark. These, with their affinities, are properly 
natives or visitants of this country : and are dispersed 
along our shores, rivers, and watery grounds. Tak- 
ing in the birds of this kind, belonging to other 
countries; the list would be very widely extended; * 
and the whole of this class, as described by Brisson, 
would amount- to near a hundred. 

All these birds possess many marks in common ; 
though some have peculiarities that deserve regard. 
AH these birds arc bare of feathers above the knee, 
or above the heel, as some naturalists choose to 
express k> In 'feet, that part which leal! the knee, 
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if compared with the tegs of mankind, is analogous 
to the heel; but, as it is commonly conceived other-* 
wise, I have conformed to the gen era! apprehension. 
I say, therefore, that all these birds are hare of 
leathers above the knee; and in some they are 
wanting half way up the thigh. The nudity in 
that part is partly natural, and partly produced by 
all birds of this kind habitually wading in water. 
The older the bird, the barer are its thighs; yet 
even the young ones have not the same dew ny cover- 
ing reaching so low as the birds of any other class. 
Such a covering there would rather be prejudicial, 
as being continually liable to get wet in the wetter. 

As these birds are usually employed rather in 
running than in flying, and as their food lies entirely 
upon the ground, and. not on trees, or in the air, so 
-hey run with great swiftness for their size, andjhe 
length of their legs assists their velocity. But safin 
seeking their food, they are often obliged to change 
their station*; so also are they equally swift of wing, 
and traverse immense tracts of country without 
much fatigue. 

It has been thought by some that a part of to 
class lived upon an oily slime, found in the bottoms 
of ditches- and of weedy pools;; they were thence 
* termed by WrHughby, Mud-Suckers. But later 
discoveries have shown that, in these places, , they 
hunt for the caterpillars and worms of insects. 
From hence, therefore, we may generally assert, 
that all birds of this class live upon animals of one 
kind or another. The long-billed birds suck up 
worms and insects from the bottom ; those furnished 
with shorter bills, pick up such inaeete, as lie nearer 
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-the surface of the meadow, or am eng thesands On 

seashore . 1 . '>”< >*«» r<c.f/ !>• >.»/.v'4 M,r 

«,',.Thus the curlew, the woodcock, and the snipe, 
are ever seen in plashy brakes, andundercovered 
hedges, assiduously employed in seekingoul insects 
) fin their worm estate >; and: it seems, from their 
fatness, thattbey find a plentiful supply,’ Nature, 
’indeed, has furnished them with very convenient 
instruments foe procuring their food. Their bills 
are made sufficiently long for searching ; but still 
c inore, they are endowed with an exquisite sensibility 
at the point, for feeling their provision. They are 
furnished with no less than three pair of nerves, 
equal almost to the optic nerves in thickness; 
which pass from the roof of the mouth, and run 
along the upper chap to the point. 

Nor are those birds with shorter bills, and 
d^Sttute of such convenient instruments, without 
a proper provision made for their subsistence. 
•The lapwing, the sandpiper, and the red-shank, 
run with suprising rapidity along the surface of the 
marsh, or the sea-shore, quarter their ground with 
great dexterity, and leave nothing of the insect 
kind that happens to lie on the surface, These, 
however, are neither so fat nor so delicate as the 
former; as* they are obliged to toil more for a# 
•subsistence, they are easily satisfied with; whatever 
offer#; and their flesh often cortiracts a relish irom 
what has been their latest, or their principaiyfeod. 

Most of the birds formerly desCribed havestated 
reasons for feeding and rest : the eagle kind prowl 
% day, and at evening repose ; the owl by. night, 
and keeps unseen in foe day-time. -But these birds, 

§ 
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,M die crane kiiid, seem at all hours employed,; they 
are seldom at rest by day ; and, duriagthe w hole 
night season, every meadow and marsh resounds 
with , thews i different Chile, to courtship or to food. 
This, seems «td be the time when they least fear 
interruption from man ; and though they % &t all 
times; yet, at this season, they appear more assi- 
duously employed/ both in providing for their 
present iupphrti and continuing that of posterity. 
This is usually the season when the insidious fowler 
steals in upon their occupations, and fills the whole 
meadow with terror and destruction. ;; > 

As all of this kind Jive entirely in waters* add 
among watery places, they seem provided by Nature 
with a warmth of constitution to fit them for that 
cold element* They reside, by choice, in the coldest 
climates ; and as other birds migrate here in our 
summer, their migrations hither are mostly up the 
winter. Even those that reside among us the whole 
season, retire in summer to the tops of our bleakest 
mountains; where they breed apd bring down their 
young, when the cold weather sets in. 

Most of them, however, migrate, and retire to 
the polar regions ; as those that remain behind in 
the mountains, and keep with es? during summer, 
bear no proportion to the quantity which in winter 
haunt our marshes and low grounds. The snipe 
sometimes builds here ;, and the n^sto of the curlew 
isommetimes feund in lhe plashes, of, out hills but 
ifiiemumter af these is very small; aud it istnosi 
probaye. that they are only some stragglers, who, 
not having, strength or courage sufficient for the 
general voyage, take up f com necessity their habi- 
tation here. 
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’ summer;' W» iritOfe'Uiiw 
either *%hdose : ' the coldest countries ‘thl'retire ' toi iir 
^ 4 $tfdestfafod the mohtesepfirt* 'ef -eflw-'to towed 
ihV' The* curfew, the Woodcock, : -■&e?dai|fe; the 
j^wit/ifce* greyplovcr , 1 * the - green/-ft«d-^: ? »sh|- 
%ged plover, the ' knot 'and' 

'father the geestr thafh the natives of tfeisr hdsntl. 
■Ttmy" visit? uv'in thebef^wingof wS*rt**;aotl4#* 
*8ake. ! #*” hi tte> j aprin^'> i - i '‘T%e^'’^ea‘^e^re to* Hie 
itoetihtoiha Of r Sweden, Poland, FrUssia, and Lap- 
land, W breed. Our coimtry,dUfing the summer 
keasdny becomes uninhabitable ••to-Uhtonti . The 
gVbundparehed up by the heat ; tbespringe dried 
away 5 arid the vermicnlar insects already upon the 
Wing ? Ibfcy 4 have no means of subsisting.* Their 
Weak and 5 delicately pointed bills are* unfit to dig 
ifito a terifcting soil; and their prey is departed, 
though tlieyiwere able torreach its retreats * Thus, 
that season. When Nature is said to teem with- life, 
and to put on her gayest liveries, is'to them an 
interval of Sterilityund famine. The coldest rrtdun- 
tains of the north are then a preferable habitation ; 
the marsbes there are n ever y totally dried U p ? and 
theiosects are in sueh abundance, that; both above 


ground and underneath, thd % country swarms with 
them. In sdeh Tette«M, ttmtefore, these birds 


would ^ohtihu#ai^ Urn'] fwto*> ; «hett 

they^set'ih^hare'the-saine eifeet hpd^the 'dtttftM F 
the landscape^!# the %ei» of "'i#Mmm?H3very 
brook < is stiflfened into ice y the redrth^'Momav 
^ed into 

eldfigid ^ forsake 't IWWgiWtf* 

‘ • '■*’ ’ 4t ' * **** ^ "***'* 

Such *r* WM re 
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Whieffihaop with ns continually, aftd breed here, 
they ere »ehber so delicate in their food* nor perr 
heps so warm in their constitutions. The lapping 
the raff, the red-shank, the sand-piper, the sea-pie, 
the Nerfoik plover, and the sea-lark, breed in this 
country, and* for: the most part, reside here. In 
summer they frequent such marshes as are not 
dried up in any part of the year ; the Essex ham - 
dreds, and the fens of Lincolnshire. There, la 
solitudes formed by surrounding marshes, they Wed 
and bring up their young, In winter they come 
down from their retreats, rendered uninhabitable 
by the flooding of the waters ; and seek their food 
about our ditches and marshy meadow-grotnuls. 
Yet even, of this class, all are wanderers upon some 
occasions ; and take wing to the northern climates, 
to breed and find subsistence. This happens when 
our summers are peculiarly dry ; and when the 
fenny countries are not sufficiently watered to 
defend their retreats. 

But though this be the usual course of nature, 
with respect to these birds, they often break 
through the general habits of their kind ; and ns the 
lapwing, the ruff, and the sand-piper, are some- 
times seen to alter their manners, and to migrate 
from hence, instead of continuing to breed here ; 
so we often find the woodcock, the snipe, and. the 
curlew, reside with, us during th® whole season, 
and breed thoir young in different part# of the 
country. ",lo \3n«ewood, • ahoiiiy. • ' from 

Tunbridge,*^ Afe* Pennant -assures' us, v *orac woodr 
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winter, s %ugfe . ppt $o ^re9 ? ,taM*d* , Qp Jhe , AJflf* 
apd^ otjhpr high, ,.th© 

v^pcopk ' continues uU fuipmpu. , i( J Jh^ve 

flashed, tb^fn t 4>n jUie top ,pf iyjpp*p4wft* .ii&wfit 
and, July . The egg? are long, of a palpped « pJwr, 
agd^tained .^Peper APPt s -»,$$>$ 

nests of the curlew and the sippe ,'ajt*. frpqt|ep% 
found ; and s°toe of these perhaps jipver entiyAly, 
leave ibis island'., > >, . n t !tl1 ,. 

It is thus that the same habits are, in spine piea- 
syrp, ppipmon to all, hut in nestling and . bringing 
up their young, one method takes place universally, 
As they all ran and feed upon the ground, so they 
are all found to nestle there. The number of eggs 
generally to be seen in every nest, is from two to 
four never under, and very seldom exceeding. 
The nest is made without any art; but the eggs 
are either laid in some little depression of tbeearUi, 
or op a, few bents and long grass, that scarcely 
preserve them front, the moisture below. Yet such 
•is, the beat of the body of these birds, that their 
time of incubation is shorter than with any, others 
of the same size. The magpie, for instance, takes 
twetUy-dne days to hatch its young;,, the. tapping 
takes, but fourteen. Whethertbe apimal oil, with 
which these bipds ahuund, .gives' them this, superior 
warmth, J but' •jfr-W , pCi; 

, -y^h. IV 

fn tflyeir seaaC^s 'fit ^ epurtship^ they ; pair aaj^pr, 
furds £ . hut , not jV^lent,;.cpntu6(ts ^ be^wpep _ 

the ’^aipSj'.for tHe'chpi^’p^ k®*. 

wi«jg ahd'lhe plover^' ipn sepjr^ ^t^tppg. , 
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grefit 'perSey|ferance and 
deca^rhris.'' In trio begipning of 
spriugvu-heti tbe birds arrive among our niafSfces, 
the^ad# tfbBCfved ^ engage with ’de^eSratfe , fiil’y 
agUilffSt '^ach ! other '* 'Hf 'is theft ’fhat the fbwters/ 
seeibg them 1 irttOht on mutual destruction, spread 
tWk tiote of#' them, and thke them in great nritn- 
beds. Yet even ih captivity their animosity Still 
continues : the people that fat them tip for sale are 
obliged to shut them Up in close dark rooms ; for 
if they let ever so little light itj among 1 tlidai, the 
turbulent prisoners instantly fall to fighting with 
each other, dftd never cease till each haskifljpl its 
antagonist, especially, says Willughby, if any body 
stands by. A similar animosity, though in it less 
degree, prompts all this tribe ; but vVhert they have 
paired, and begun Jto lay, their contentions are then 
over. ■' 


The place these birds chiefly choose to breed in, 
is in Some island surrounded with sedgy moors, 
whepfe men seldom resort ■; arid in such situations I 
have often seen the ground so strewed with eggs 
and' bests,' that utie criuld scarcely take a step with- 
out' trending upbfi some o£ : Ai soon ’ as a 

strrihger iertyudes Upon these retrebtsj l he ' whole 
cdlohjpte tip; d^d^'hUridr^^ffere'kt^krehHis’pt^, 
htsirdllirih tjfdaVteV. 1 TMftrli e^'the.'Mp^rig’ 
to allure men or dogs from hef u est^ sdfe perfectly 
a ap- 
*fieylep‘^ts‘'tril'';triey r ' arrive at her, 
nd8 $ brit"b6ldlyf' i '^s ! 'ihi Irieeftfein':'. wlhen she has' 
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sjjte is then probably, a hundred yards from the 
nest. Thus she flies, with great clamour arid 
anxiety , whining and screaming round the in- 
vaders, striking at them with het wings, and 
fluttering as if she were wounded. To add to the 
deceit, she appears still more clamorous^ as more 
remote from the nest. If sfle sees them very hear, 
she tfyep seems to be quite unconcerhed, and her 
cries cease, while her terrors are really augmenting. 
k If there be dogs, she flies heavily at a little distance 
before them, as if maimed still vociferous and still 
bold, but never offering to move towards the 
quarter where her treasure is deposited. The dog 
, pursues, in hopes evciy moment of seizing the 
parent, ajid by this means actually loses the young ; 
for tire cunning bird when she has thus drawn him 
, off to a proper distance, then puts forth liei 
pqwers, and leaves her astonished pursuer to gaze 
at the rapidity of her flight. The eggs of all these 
birds are highly valued by the luxurious ; they are 
boiled hard, and thus served up, without any further 
preparation 

As the young of this class are soort hatched, so, 
whan excluded, they quickly arrive at maturity. 

, They run about after the mother as soon as they 
leave the egg ; and being covered 'With a thick 
, dowp, want very little of that 4 clutching' Which all 
bifds of the ppuftry hind, tha*t foflow the mother, 
^indispensably require. They come to their ‘aftult 
^£ate long bpfore winter; and then flock ^together, 

’ till the breeding season' returns, which for' a while 
dissolves t^eir society. f J ' ' ** 

An foe flesh oi almost all. th'eSe bird? fe'iH high 
estimation, db^ri&injr ‘ fttethbtf^ hflfve bCeii efthtnved 
for taking them. That used in taking the raff 
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seemtUo be foe most advantageous ; and it may not 
? bc amiss to describe it. The Ruff, which is the 
pome pi the male., the Reeve that of the female, 
if, taken in nets about forty yards long, and seven 
Or eight feet high. These birds are chiefly found 
in Lincolnshire and the Isle of Ely, where they 
come about the latter end of April, and disappear 
about Michaelmas. The male of this bird, Which 
is known from all others of the kind by the great 
length of foe feathers round his neck, is yet so 
i various in his plumage, that it is said, no two ruffs 
were ever seen totally of the same colour. The nets 
in which these are taken, are supported by sticks, 
at an angle of near forty- five degrees, and •placed 
either on dry ground, or in very shallow water not 
remote from reeds ; among these the fowled con- 
ceals himself, till the birds, enticed by a stale or 
stuffed hud, come under the nets : he then, by 
pulling a string, lets them fall, and they are taken ; 
as are godwits, knots, and grey plovef, also in the 
same manner. When these birds are brought from 
under the net, they are' not killed immediately, but 
fattened for the table with bread and milk, hemp- 
seed, and sometimes boiled wheat ; but if expedi- 
tion be wanted, sugar is added, which will make 
, them a. lump of fet in a fortnight's time. They 
, are kept, as observed before, in a dark room ; and 
judgment js,,: required in taking the proper tihte for 
Jullfog them, vyhen they are at the highest pitcti of 
j, fatnpss $ fur, if that is neglected," the" birds are apt 
. £o fell away.. ‘They are reckoned' a' very great 
delicacy; they sellfor two shillings, or half a crown 
^ a piqce ; apd are served up to foe table with the 
^.wp(^^oc^ ft w^rn we witt leave them. 
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CHAP Xt. 

Of the IVater-hen and the Coot. 
Before we enter upon vraterdfowb, property 

so called, two or three birds claim oar attention, 
which seem to form the shade between the web- 
footed tribe and those of the crane kind. These 
partake rather of the form than the habits of the 
crane; and, though furnished with tong legs and 
necks, rather swim than wade, They cannot 
properly be called web-footed ; nor yet are they 
entirely destitute of membranes, which fringe their 
toes on each side, and adapt them for swimming. 
The birds in question are, the Water-hen, and the 
Bald Coot. 

These birds have too near an affinity, not to be 
ranked in the same description. They are shaped 
entirely alike, their legs are long, and their thighs 
partly bare ; their necks are proportionable, their 
wings short their hills short and weak, their 
colour black, their foreheads bald and without 
feathers, and their habits entirely the same. These, 
however, naturalists have thought proper to range 
in different classes, from very slight distinctions ia 
their figure. The water-hen weighs hut fifteen 
ounces ; the coot twenty-four. The bald part of 
the forehead in the coot is black ; in the water-hen 
it is of a beautiful pink colour. The toes of the 
water-hen arc edged with a straight membrane ; 
those of the coot have it scolloped and broader. 

The differences in the figure arc hut slight ; and 
those to, their moaner of livmg stffi less. The 
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history of the one will serve for both. As birds of 
the crane kind are furpisbed ,$ith long wings, and 
easily change place , 1 the Water-hen, Whose wings 
are short, is obliged to reside entirely near those 
places where her food lies: she cannot take those 
long journeys that roost of the crane kind are' seed 
to perform ^compelled by her natural imperfections, 
as well perhaps as hy inclination, she netef learei 
the aide of the pond or the river in which she 'seeks 
for previsionV Where the stream is salvaged with 
sedges, dr the pond edged with shrubby trees; the 
water-hen is generally a resident there : she seeks 
her food along the grassy batiks ; and often alotig 
the surface of the water. With Shakespeare Edgar, 
she drinks the green mantle of the statbSing pool ; . 
or, at least, seems to prefer those places Where 'it 
is seen. Whether She makes pond-weed her food/ 
or hunts among it for water-insects, which arefbdnd 
there in great abundance, is not certain. 1 have 
seen them when pond- weed was taken out of* their 
stomach. . She builds her nest upon loWtrCesand 
shrubs, of sticks and fibres, by the water side. Her 
eggs are sharp at one end, White/ withu tincture 
ofgreen spotted with red. She lays twice or thrice 
in a summer j her young otfes swim the moment 
they leave the egg, pursue their parent, and imitate” 
all her manners. She reajs; in this raanfier, t#6 f 
or three broods in a season .; and when theybsng 
aiagrown '«p,"She.' i drtves them dff > for 
themselves. ->11 A: t AA} ♦ W< v 

; As the coot is a larger bird/vk- is Always seen 
in largerstrewftSi and mOrw^iuotU from ntth# 
kind The water-hen seems to prefer inhabited 
sjtmiioaarfhilio^ ffttoli : 


gentlemen's houses ; *‘4»fc the «■*, 
$eeprfftri#ers, end among wadjy margined lakes*: 
lt tWe mak%» a irest of such weeto a»>ttte stream: 

lays mmmg the reed*, (floating 
eh’ %he uurfeee, and rising and faHing mitbthd 
water. '“The reeds among which ft /fsnbadt -keep 
it/fatf; so that 'ft -is Sekkunwasbed iilo tbe middle 
of the' stream. - Bot if this happen*) ’hdiieb » 
sometimes the case, the bird sits in her nest, dike 
amariunrin his boat, and steers with her legs her 
Cargo 'into the nearest harbour : there, laving 
attained her p&f; she continues to ait in great 
titn^oiliity, regardless of the impetuosity of the 
current ; artd though the water penetrates her nest, 
she hatCheis bereggs in that wet condition. 

TKfe %atfer-hen nwer wanders : but the coot 
setriefhnfes swims down the current, till it even 
reaches the sea. In this voyage these birds en« 
Counter a thousand t&ngers : as they cannot fly 
far,* fhOy ‘are hunted by dogs and men; as they 
never leave the stream, they abe attacked and da* 
strrtydd ' hjr otters ; ' they are preyed upon by kites 
and Mentis ; and they are taken, in still greater 
httthbnw;' weirs made for '«nttAupg r ‘''fi«liV-- / '^r 
these birds are led into the nets, whilOfwrsoing 
-strrall Mt *hd' insects, which are their principal 
todd. THh* nnitnated “Wtnrr »hfftrls %*piclure Of 
universal ‘invasion ! Man destroys the otter^the 
Otter destroy^' *tlh'nbot/ ,; the oodt fends updo dfisfc, 
nbiS fish are utiNersafiy the tyrants-of eachtotfcer P 
>t- r <To v| tt»fese biids/tvlth long ^cgs andfifiny tdes)\I 
W4 hr tM> one*' species mure,* with shout* legs »«id 
iknf toear^I mean' the ’grebe * * Thetenthn *e- 

semblance of this bird'suppetites 4nd maahCrstO 



in he leg*, which pa^*fw 

w»fita«f»mg, ^4 ; wtk Waking;: .4*- feftUlbffy- *Ml 
froinffce feqt^ upmKd iiid in ti»e?be% of ^h^d*;:' 
*wl toe se»pf»eqw.n% Aery v. Jigjfa* raolfiofi^ 
mark, and ityttfie t s&oll<^edkfriag<% 
mity~ltom'x3m&.''.he wily- dwtwgwafced^dii^ f$ 

OthfirSi ;. - 1 1 'i “■ - - 1 t ‘ *>■, 1 “* ';; IW '’> - ; t • * f'y, f '. ■: *y 3 

As tb^.iiie th«s,/--fipom the stodges* .*of< ; the** 
wings, 111 formed for flying, end from to uncommon 
shortness of their fegs. utterly un fitted for afeh^og, 
they ^seldom leave tfie water, and duefljdr&qqeot 
those toad shallow pook^wh^*,. .,to$ factdty. ^C 
swimmingcaa to turned ^ the greater advppta^j 
i». fishing add seeking #eir pray* .. ,* v , 

i'JFhey afeobiefly, in t^eop^Lry, seen tof*eqnajt 
the m^Ofeof Sbropahire ao4 (^bes^re ; .wfierp toy 
toed/tamofg reeds ,and#»gs,; iq «a totogWk 
$ept*to4$'%,*to> wtokjgf ]the margin,,! ,jjjo 
Mftofaif tod io he ^ e«re&l nurse ,qf tojouog, . 

* * »_ j* . j* __ j j.1 „ ^ » j i • * i 




sr ^~ r-T-x-'Y -mr- -r.‘ -TT JI- ' -a i,’- r wn rj> ;T * »”T $3 "iPm ; a/ V - «“f ” 

smaU^it; sindftoafltofslto® MUtfc 

»<Hhe®^illdtoy them, either«en to r ha$.<@s ua%* 
herjiNB^Tbi&ihijFdpreys isto«>o?t 

$if»t»fdtte%£diidBgte dHdtettfiftrt 4»o^ mddhmore 

ihan^to toa&abto water j flB&iM&w ditto*# iP 


he tdwfe as it |!art%dopfid» to^p£ai^§? <$>to 
least d«Rgef, ; ;M 
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disturbed ever so often, will not leave that lake, 
where alone, by diving and swimming, it can find 
food and security. It is chiefly sought for the skin 
of its breast, the plumage of which is of a most 
beautiful silvery white, and as glossy as satin. This 
part is made into tippets ; but the skins are out of 
season about February, losing their bright colour; 
and in breeding-time their breasts are entirely bare. 



OF 

WATER FOWL. 



PART VI. 




( S49 ) 


CHAP. I. 

Of Water-Fowl in general 

In settling the distinctions among the other classes 
of birds, there was some difficulty ; one tribe en- 
croached so nearly upon the nature and habitudes 
' of another, that it was not easy to draw the line 
which kept them asunder; but in water-fowl nature 
has marked them for us by a variety of indelible 
characters ; so that it would be almost as unlikely 
to mistake a land-fowl for one adapted for living 
and swimming among the waters, as a fish for a 
bird. 

The first great distinction in this class, appears 
in the toes, which are webbed together for swim- 
ming. Those who have remarked the feet or toes 
of a duck, will easily conceive bow admirably they 
are formed for making way in the water. When 
men swim, they do not open the fingers, so as to let 
the fluid pass through them; but closing them 
together, present one broad surface to beat back 
the water, and thus push their bodies along. What 
man performs by art, nature has supplied to water- 
fowl ; and, by broad skins, has webbed their toes 
together, so that they expand two broad oars to the 
water; and thus, moving them alternately, with 
the greatest ease paddle along. We must observe 
also, that the toes are so contrived, that as they 
strike backward, their broadest hollow surface 
beats the water ; but as they gather them in again 
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for a second l>k>w 3 their front surfoce contracts.; atid 
does not impede the bird’s progressive motion. ■'*. • 

. As tbeir toes are webbed in the most coil ven ient 
manner, so are their le^ also made aiost fitly for 
swift progression in the water. The legs of ' all 
are short, except the thoefe birdsdescribed in a 
former chapter ; namely,thefiamingoj the avosetta, 
and the eorrira : all whstehj for that reason, I have 
thought proper to tank among the crane kind, as 
they make little ase of their toe* in swimming. 
Except these; all web-footed birds have very short 
legs; and these strike, while theyswim, with 
greater facility. Were the leg long, it would act 
like a lever whose prop is placed to adisadvantage ; 
Its motions would be slow, and the labour of 
moving it considerable. For this reason, the' Very 
few birds whose Webbed feet are long, never make 
use of them in swimming : the web at the bottom 
seems only of service as a broad base, to prevent 
them from linking while they walk itt the mod ; 
bht it otherwise rather retards than advances their 
motion.- ” ■ - " 

The shortness of the legs in the Wefofooted kihd8> 
renders them as unfit for walking on land, as ft 
qualifies them for swimming in their natural 
element. Their stay, therefore, Upbn land is but 
short and transitory; and theyseldomventaf e to* 
breed for from the sides of those Waters where they 
usually remain. In there breeding-seasons; fbeir 
young are brought up by the water-aide ; and fody” 
are«ove*ed with a warm down, to fit them foHhh 
coldness of their situation.’ The olddnes alsb 
a -closer, warmer plumage, than birds of Any Ofom* 
class. It is of their feathers that odt toed* Wffe 
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composed ; : as they neither mat norimbibehurai* 
dity, but are famished with an animal oil, that 
glazes their surface, and keeps each separate. In 
some; however; this animal oil is in too great 
abundance ; and is as offensive from its smell as 
it is serviceable for the purposes of household 
economy . The leathers, th^efore, : of all the 
penguin kind, are totally useies® for domestic; pert 
poses ; as neither boiling nor bleaching can divest 
them of their oily rancidity Indeed; the rancidity: 
'of all new feathers^ of whatever water-fowl they be; 
is so disgusting, that our upholsterers give near 
double the price for old feathers that they afford foe. 
new;.; to be free from smell, they must all ;be Jain, 
upon for some time ; and their usual method is to 
mix the new and the old together, . ■ 

This quantity of oil, with which most, water- 
fowl are supplied, contributes also to their warmth 
in the moist element where they reside, Their 
skin is generally lined with fat ; so that, with the 
warmth of the feathers externally, and this .natural 
lining more internally, they are better defended 
against the changes or the inclemencies of die 
weather,than any other class whatever. 

As, among land-birds, there are some found, 
fitted entirely for depredation, and others for a 
harmless method of. subsisting upon vegetables, so 
alyo among these birds there are tribes of plunderers, 
that prey , pot only upon fish,, but sometimes upon - 
water-fowl themselves, There are likewise more 
inoffepsi\u4^d>efi, that live upon insects and vegWfV 
tables, only. , Spine water- fowls subsist by making 
sudden stoops from above, to seize whatever fish 
come near the surfiacejMhers again, not furnished 
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with wings long enough to fit them for flight, take 
their prey by diving after it tO the bottom. 

Hence all water-fowl naturally foil into three 
distinctions. Those of the gull kind, that, with 
long legs and round bills, fly along the surface to 
seize their prey : those of the penguin kind, that, 
witivround^l*,l%§ajn% abdomen, and short 
wings, dWiifoer IWWt' *%wid thirdly, those of 
the goose lfijDd, k ^tRPb^||^ broad bills, that lead 
harmless lives, and cbiefl/ subsist upon insects and 
Vegetables. ... s 

These are not speculativei Iflstia^ions, made-up 
for the arrangement of a kysfom'r tlmy are 
strongly and evidently marked ^ ^ . The 

gull kind are ‘active' and rapac%^; cohsfohtly, 
except when they %feii?d, keeping ttpon' the wing, 
fitted for a life of rapihe, witli shgfy*$foaight bills 
for piercing, orhooked at the end for holding their 
fishy prey. In this class we may rank the Albatross, 
the Cormorant, the Gannet or Soland Goose, the 
Shag, the Frigate bird, the. Great Brown Gull, and 
all the le?gerj|ibe 

. The'^Vsjn^n.;. .ld% wdl| - .appetifoS'-: »a voracious, 
bills as shatp, and ^ually eagor for piny, are yet 
unqualified to obtain -M ty Their wings 

are short, and their bodies large and heavy, so that 
-they nor fly.' But they hre formed 

for’divlh'g'ln^a very peculiar manner. Their feet 
are placed so far backward, and their legs so hid 
in the abdomen, that the slightest stroke sends them 
bead foremost to the bottom of the water. To 
this class we may refer the Penguin, the Auk, the 
Shout, the Sea-turtle, the Bottle-nose, and the 
Loon. 
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Tlwe Goose kind are casdy distinguishable, by 
their flat broad bills, covered with a skin ; and their 
manner of feeding, which is mostly upon vege- 
tables. In this class we may .place the Swan, the 
Goose, the Duck, the Teal, t%s Widgeon, and all 
their numerous varieties. ( M . A 
lu describing the birds* if The se .three classes, 
I will put the most paw class at the 

beginning of their respecftup'fribes, and give their 
separate history, then, after ’'having described the 
.chiefs of the tribe, the mbre ordinary sorts will 
naturally fall in a body, and come under a general 
description behind their leaders, iiut before 1 
offer to pursue this methodical arrangement, I mu-l 
give the history of a bird that, from the singularity 
of its conformation, seems alHed to no species , and 
should therefore be. separately deswtfoed ; I mean 
the Pelican. 


1 tm»: it 


J Of the fielipmt 


rrt *' ‘ f ‘™ v ' ... 

J, &E pelican of Africa is much ^arjn^body 

than aswah, and somewhat of did same sshape 
and colour. Its four toes f^e all webbed together ; 
and its neck in some measure resembles that of a 
swan . but that singularity in which it differs from 
all other birds is ip , the bill and the great pouch, 
underneath, which are wonderful, and demand a 
distinct description. This enormous bill is fifteen 
von. iv. a a 
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inches from the point to . the- opening of the mouth, 
which is a good way back behind the eyes. At 
the bu&e the bill is somewhat greenish, but varies 
towards the end, being of a reddish blue. It is very 
thick in the beginning, but tapers off' to the end, 
where it hooks downwards. The under-chap *» 
still more extraordinary; fop to the lower edges 
of it hangs a bag, reaching the whole length of the 
bili to the neck, which is said to be capable of 
containing fifteen quarts of water. This bag the 
bird has a power of wrinkling op into the hohow 
of the under-chap; but by opening the bill, and 
putting one’s hand down into the bag, it may be 
distended at pleasure. The skin of which it is 
formed will then be seen of a bluish ash colour, 
with many fibres and veins running over its sur- 
face. It is not covered with feathers, but a short 
downy substance as smooth and as soft as satin, 
and is attached all along the under edges of the 
chap to be fixed backward to the neck of the bird 
by proper ligaments, and reaches near half way 
down. When this bag is empty it is not seen ; but 
when the bird has fished with success, it is then 
incredible to what an extent it is often seen diluted. 
For. the first thing the pelican does in fishing, is to 
fill up the bag; and then it returns to digest its 
burthen. at leisure. When the hiH m open to its 
widest extent, a person may run his head into the 
bird's mouth, and conceal H in this monstrous 
pouch., thus adapted for very singular purposes. 
Yet this is nothing to whatRuyseh assures us, who 
avers, that a man has been seen to hide bis whole - 
leg, boot and all, in the monstrous jaws of 'onetaf 
these animals. . At first appearance, this woeld 



'• WATEEFOWI, 

seemimpossible, "Ur/thd side&Of; die Uudei«ehap, 
fitom whichthebag depends, arebot ab(##«*ain 
inch aaund^ ^lksn tfee biwihf bHI is first opened* 
bat then they ace capabfedf -great eepaintiem; 
and it must necessarily • -preys Upon 

the largest #«hes } hnd bides f'flieto 1^-.’dojlentio ? l* 

as will »er»e ! aik^ ^ *•; f ♦ ’; j- 

which' 1 is a 5 native off Mricadfid Ahierfoa^'Tlie 
pelican was once Slsoknowivin Europe, particularly 
in Russia ; but it seems to have deserted our Coasts. 
This ''is the bird of which 4b tatmy^MohtoS act 
counts haVe been propagated * such^'as ite deedib^ 
its young with its own blood, and its carding a 
provision of water for them in its great reservoir in 
the desert. But the absurdity of the first account 
answers itself; and as for the latter, 1 the ^pelican 
uses Us bag for very different purposes than that 
of filling it with water. , ■ - . . - 

Its amazing pooch may be considered as analo- 
gous to the crop in other birds, with this difference, 
that as theirs lies at the- bottom of the gullet} so this 
is placed at the top Thas, as pigeons and other 
birds macerate tlieir food for their young in their 
crops, and* then supply them, so : the pelican 
supplies its young by a more ready contrivance, 
and macerates their food in its Mil, or stories it for 
its own particular sustenance. ; ' * 

The ancients were particularly fond of giving 
this bird admirable qualities and parental aflfec^ 
tanas : strttckj perhaps, with Its mttraordinary figure, 
they were willing to supply it with asextmordinary 
appetites ; and having found it with a large re* 

A A 2 
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servoir, they were . pleased with turning it to the 
rftost'tloaejr and parental: uses. But the truth is, 
tjpVjjifeliifcan if a very heavy, sluggish, , voracious bird, 
anil very ill fitted to take, tKose 'flighty op to make 
those captious provisions for a distant time, which 
we have been told they do. Father Labat, whp 
seems to have studied their , manners with great 
exactness, has given us a minute history of this 
bud;, as jfound in America ; and from him l will 
borrow mine. 

The pelican, says Labat, has strong wings, fur- 
nished with thick plumage of an ash-colour, as are 
the rest of the feathers over the whole body. Its 
eyes are very small, when compared to the size of 
its head ; there is a sadness in its countenance, and 
its whole air is melancholy ; it is as dull and reluctant 
in its motions as the flamingo is sprightly and active. 
It is slow of flight ; and when it rises to fly, performs 
it with difficulty and labour. Nothing, as it would 
seem, but the spur of necessity, could make these 
birds change their situation, or induce them to 
ascend into the air: but they must either starve 
or fly. , 

They are torpid and inactive to the last degree, 
so that nothing can exceed their indolence but 
tlieir gluttony ; it is only from the stimulations of 
hunger that they are excited to labour : for other- 
wise, they would continue always in , fixed repose. 
When they have raised themsehes about thirty 
or forty feet above the surface of the sea, they turn 
their head with one eye dpwn wards, and continue 
tc> ’ jjy ip,, that posture. As spon as they perceive * 
aifislj' sui%iepdy pear surface, they darf,dGwn 
upon ijt w^^smjftn^s.of an f arrow, p^giit witfp 
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urfemWg eertfiinlty, aad^l^e'it'iip.’u) l2heit> pouch. 
They then rise agafo ? s though not without great 
• labfrur, and Continue hoVering' and fatting, with 
their head on one side ps before. 

This work they continue with great effort and 
industry till their hag ’k joj” and then they fly to 
land to devour and digest at leisure the fruits of 
their industry. : This, however, it would appear 
they are hot long performing ; for towards night 
they have another hungry call; and they again 
reluctantly go to labour. At night, when their 
fishing is over, and the toil of the day crooned 
with success, these lazy birds retire a little way from 
the shore ; and, though, with the webbed feet and 
clumsy figure of a goose, they will be contented to 
perch no where but upon trees among the light and 
airy tenants of the forest. There they lake their, 
repose for thf . night ; and often spend a great part 
of the day, except such times as they are fishing, 
sitting in dismal solemnity, and as it would seem 
half asleep. There attitude is, with the head resting 
upon their great bag, and that resting upon their 
breast. Their they remain without motion, or 
once changing their situation, till the calls of hunger 
break their repose, and till they find it indispensably 
necessary to fill their magazine for a fresh meal. 
Thus their life is spent between Sleeping and 
eating ; and our author adds, that ihey are as foul 
as they are voracious, as they are every , moment 
voiding excrements in heaps as large as ohW ’fat. 

The ' same indolent habits 1 seem to atteftd them t 
even id preparing for ino^.ition, and defending " 
their young when exdi| l *ed. The female makes 
no preparation far ’her nest, nor scems to chobse 
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atiy place 'la preference t* lay in ; but drops her 
eg$S otafhb fccOffe grouwdl© the number of five nr 
six’, 5 and there continues to batch them. Attached 
tothd place;witbeat any desire of defending her 
eggs or her young, she tamely sits and* stiffens them 
to he taken from tinder' her. Now aftd then she 
jtnit ventures to peck, or to cry out when a person 
offers to beat her off. ’ ■ 

She feeds her young with fish macerated for some 
time in her bag j and when they cry, flies off for a 
new supply. La bat tells us that he took two of 
these when very young, and tied them by the leg 
to a post stuck into the ground, where he had the 
pleasure of seeing the old one for several days come 
to feed them, remaining with them the greatest 
part of the day, and spending the night on the 
branch of a tree that hung over them. By these 
means they were all three become so familiar, that 
they suffered themselves to be handled; and the 
young ones very kindly accepted whatever fish he 
offered them. These they always put first, into 
their bag, and then swallowed at their leisure. 

It seems, however, that they are but disagreeable 
and useless domestics; their gluttony can scarcely 
be ‘satisfied; their flesh smells very rancid, and 
tastes a thousand times worse than it smells. The 
native Americans kill vast numbers; not to eat, 
tor they are not fit even for the b&wquel of a 
savage ; but to convert their large bags into purses 
amdi tobacco-pouches: ’ They bestow no small pains 
irt dressing the skin with salt Und ashes, rubbing it 
well Witfe oil, and then ferthing it totoeir'pfirposse. 
It thus becomes so soft and pliant^ that the Spanish 
women sometimes adorn it with gold and embroidery 
to make work-bags of. 
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Yet^with all the seeming .hebetude of thisbird, 
it is net entirely in capable of instruction in a 
domestic state. , * Father Raymond assures u$, that 
he has seen one so tame and well educated apnong 
the native Americans, that it would go off in the 
morning at the word of command, and return 
before night to its master, with its great pouch 
distended with plunder; a part of which the 
savages would make it disgorge, and a part they 
would permit it to reserve for itself. 

“ The Pelican,” as Faber relates, " is not des- 
“ titute of other qualifications. One of those 
“ which Was brought alive to the Duke of Bavaria's 
" court, where it lived forty years, seemed to be 
“ possessed of very uncommon sensations. It was 
" much delighted in the company and conversation 
“ of men, and in music both vocal and iostru- 
" mental ; for it would willingly stand,” says he, 
" by those font sung or sounded the trumpet ; apd 
" stretching out its head, and turning its ear to the 
" music, listened very attentively to its harmony. 
“ though its own voice was little pleasanter than 
“• the braying of an ass.” leaner tells us, that 
the emperor Maximilian had a tame pelican which 
lived for above eighty years, and that always at- 
tended his army on their march. It was one of 
the largest of the kind, and Imd a daily allowance 
by the emperor’s orders. As another proof of the 
great age to, which the pelican lives, Aldrovandu.s 
makes mention of one of these birds, that, was kept 
several r years at Mechlin, and was verily helieved 
to be fifty, years old. — We often see these birds, pt 
our show* about town. O 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the Albatross, the first of Ike ftitll Kind . 

Though this k one of the largest and most 
formidable birds of Africa and America, yet wc 
have but few accounts to enlighten us in its history. 
The figure of the bird is thus described by Edwards : 
ft The body is rather larger titan that of a pelican ; 
f< and its wings, when extended, ten feet fioni tip 
" to tip. The bill, winch is six inches long, is 
“ yellowish,, and terminates in a crooked point. 
“ The top of the head is of a bright brown ; the 
“ back k of a dirty deep spotted brown ; and the 
Ci belly and under the wings is white; the toes, 
“ which are webbed, are of a flesh-colour." 

Such are the principal traits in this bird's figure : 
but these lead us a very short way in its history ; 
and our naturalists have thought fit to say nothing 
more. However, 1 am apt to believe tins bird to 
be the same with that described by Wicquetbrt, 
under the title of the Alcatraz ; its size, its colours, 
and ik prey, incline me to think so. lie describes 
it as a kind of gieat gpil, as large in the body as 
a goose, of a brown colour, with a Jong bill, and 
living upon fish, of which they kill great, numbers. 

This bird is an inhabitant pf the tropical climates, 
and also beyond them as far as the Straits of 'Ma- 
gellan in the South Seas, It is one of the most fierce 
and formidable of the aquatic tribe, not oafy hying 
upon fish, u ^o such, small water-fowl -as, keen 
take by surprise. It preys, as alJUhc guJUkijwl 4b, 
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upon the wing ; and chiefly pursues the flying-fish, 
that are forced from the sea by the dolphins. The 
ocean in that part of the? world presents a very 
different appearance from the seas with which we 
are surrounded. , In ouraeas ^'e see np^iing bat a 
dreary expanse, ruffled by winds, and seemingly; 
forsaken .by every class of animated' hafarie. * Bift 
the tropical seas, and the distant soutbeirn latitudes * 
beyond them; are all alive with birds and ’fishes/ 
pursuing and pursued. Every various 
‘the gull kind are there seen hovering onthe wing, 
at a thousand miles distance from the shore. The 
flying-fish are every moment rising to escape from 
their pursuers of the deep, only toencouhter equal 
dangers in the air. Just as- they rise' the dolphin 
is seen to dart after them, hut generally in vain ; 
the gull has more 'frequent success, and often takes 
them at their rise ; while the albatross pursues the 
gull, and obliges it to relinquish its prey : so that 
the whole horizon presents bat one livingpicture 
of rapacity and evasion. 1 

So much is certain ; but how far we are to credit 
Wicquefort, in what he adds concerning this bird, 
the reader is left to determine. “ As these birds, 
“ except' when they breed, live entirely remote 
“ from' land, so they are often seen, as it should 
‘' seem, sleeping in the air. At night, when they 
“ are pressed by slumber, they 1 rise into the clouds 
ff as high as they dan ; there, putting their head 
“ under oneWing, they beat the air With the other, 
“ and seem to fake their ease. ‘ ' After a time, how- ’ 
“;seyer,'#e- Wdlghf- 3 %F'ffleir : ;b6^i f ea,''orily thus' half 
‘‘ supported; brihgi 1 thdrit down ; and they are seen ^ 
“ descending, Witfii a pretty rapid motion, to the 
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Sf» Wffeoerof the sea. ; Upon 4ins they again .put 
f v -forth &«i? efforts to rise ; and thus alternately 
^atoend and descend at their ease. But.it same* 
f:‘tin»es happens/’ says ray author, f* ,ia these 
*f slumbering flights, they are off their guard, and 
" dall npon deck,, where they, are taken/t ; 

, What truth there may be in this account, <1 will 
not take it upon me to determine; but certain it is; 
thatfewbirds float upon the air with more ease than 
the albatross, or support themselves a longer time 
in that element; They seem never to feel the*’ 
accesses of fatigue ; but night and day upon the 
wing are always prowling, yet always emaciated 
and hungry. 

But though this bird be one of the most for- 
midable tyrants of the deep, there are some asso- 
ciations which even tyrants themselves form, to 
which they are induced cither by caprice or neces- 
sity. The albatross seems to have a peculiar affec- 
tion for the penguin, and a, pleasure in its society. 
They are always seen to choose the same places for 
breeding; some distant, uninhabited island; where 
the ground slants to the sea, as the penguin is not 
formed either for flying or ciimbing. In such 
places their nests are seen together, as if they stood 
in need of -mutual assistance and protection.- Cap- 
tain Hunt, who for some time commanded at our 
settlement upon Falkland Islands, assures roe, that 
he was often amazed of the union preserved between 
these birds, and the regularity with which -they built 
farther. In that bleak- *ttd 

un^' pp'.^Uy;.. dfeaded 

they seemed to make their abode as oom%jt»ble as 
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they expected It ^^JajlShg, ; '"'ThCy weccAisett. -ft* . 
bail# with aft a maxing degree of 'wfflmaky- $ - ttoeir 
nesttcovermg field# by thftBs#nd#; ,Aiid c€^emhHng 
a regarter pknfation. in ^he#ni4die>ja« li ytfa; the 
albatcoss rawed ife nest, ©teihedth;!iSii^si«hd-teng' 
grass, about two. feet above tl»ft utiffaoe : ■ ttgonA. this 
the penguin# made their lower settiera&ii#, ruther in 
holes inthe ground ; and most ntsoaHy eigbipefi- 
gains to one albatross. Nothing is a stronger 
proof of M. Baffon's fine <b8*rmtionv th»t the 
presence of man not only destroys the society of 
meaner animals, but their instiacts alfeo. :Th«s© 
nests are now, I am told, totally deslrojwd ; the 
society is broke up ; and albatross and penguin 
have gone to breed upon more desert «libce«> in 
greater security,** • '*'*v 

’ «' v ' - ’ ? • ... I*’. " ' **; 

[ + The Albatross, or man-of-war bird, has a straight Mil, ihp 
upper mandible of which is crooked at the point, and Jtho lower 
one truncated : the nostrils are oval, wide, prominent, and placed 
on each side the bill : the feet have three toes, all placed for- 
ward#. They are found m most seas, hut principally m the 
ocean between the tropics. They are very voracious* and feed 
on many sprts of fish and marine animals ; and their arrival, is, a 
suve presage of shoals of fish following. At their first arrival at 
K^mschafka, they are extremely lean, but soon grow immensely 
fat ; and dt this time so voracious are they, that they will swallow 
a salmon four ;or five pound® weight ; but as they cannot tube 
the whole of it into, their stomachs at once, part of the, tail end 
will often renmiu out of to mouth- Before the middle of 
August they migrate to Patagonia and Falkland's islands, where, 
tonttoW of Sept&iten theybidtd tofrh^bn fee ground, 
laying twtoggfctoge* ton; that of a gooSe, While to female 
toitog to;$toik constantly on to tog, supplying hst mth 
food ; ,apd v ^uj:ipjg thiiS jtiam they are so tame gs to suffer .th|0 
selves to be Shoved pff the nest while the eggs are taken awpy^ 

‘ ifa the Wedf liidiei fecse birdifkrfe sitd feTOfkel! fee irtvw*$C 
sMfftJ 1 ' whi^ is iVeqnenfif true, abd may arise from « Wrybditwml 
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\,CHAP. jy- • . 

27je Cormorant. 

THE Cormorant is about tbe size of a large Mus- 
covy duck, and may be distinguished from all other 
birds of this bind, by its four toes being united by 
membranes together ; and by the middle toe being 
toothed or notched* like a saw* to assist it in holding^ 
its fishy prey. The head aud neck of this bird are 
of a sooty blackness : and the body thick aud heavy, 
more inclining in figure to that of the goose than 
the gull. The bill is straight, till near the end, 
where the upper chap bends into a hook. 

But notwithstanding the seeming heaviness of its 
make, there arc few birds more powerfully preda- 
ceous. As soon as the winter approaches, they aie 
seen dispersed along the sea-shore, and ascending up 
the months of fresh-water rivers, carrying de- 
struction to all the finny tribe. They are most 
remarkably voracious, and have a most sudden 
digestion. Their appetite is for ever craving, and 
never satisfied. This gnawing sensation may pro- 
bably be increased by the great quantity of small 
worms that fill their intestines, and which their 
unceasing gluttony contributes to engender. 

Thus formed with the grossest appetites, this un- 
clean bird has tbe most rank and disagreeable smell, 

com#. They always fibh in fine weather ; so that when the 
wiod « rough at sea, they retire into the harbours, where they 
arc protected by the land ; and the name wind that blows them 
in, brings likewise whatever vessels may be exposed to its Jury, 
to seek a retreat from it.] 
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and is more foetid than even carrion, when in its 
most healthful state. Its form, says an ingenious 
modern, is disagreeable ; its Voice is hoarse and 
croaking ; and all its qualities obscene. No wonder 
then that Milton should make Satan personate this 
bird,,, when , he sent him upon the basest purposely 
to survey with painthe beauties ^.'Par^i^and 
to, sit devising death' Ton the/free of ’fife.* > ^t|ja's; 
been .remarked, however, of out poet, that ‘the 
making a water-fowl perch op, .a tree, implied ’’no 
- great acquaintance with the h^tory of iiatuiC [Iff 
vindication of Miltofi, Aristbtl& expresriy ekys, that 
the cormorant is the only waterfowl" that alts oh 
trees. We have already seen the pe|tcan,pf thisi 
number ; and the cormorant’s toes seem as fit for 
perching upon trees as for s with rili tig j so that pti r 
epic bard seems to ‘have been as deeply versed iu 
natural history as in criticism. ■'*' • " 

Indeed, this bird seems tb. be of a multiform 
nature; and wherever fish arc to be found, watches 
their migrations., It is seen as well by latitl as sea ; 
it fishes in fresh-water lakes, as well as iii the tjeplbs 
of the ocean; it builds in the cliffs of rocks, as well 
as on trees ’; and preys not only in the day-time, 
but by night. 

Its indefatigable nature, and its great power in 
catching fish, were probably the motives 'that in 7 
duced spine nations to breed this bird up fame, /or 
the puf^Mes ol fishing ; ahd . t WHlu^fiby;’ai«ares'.us 
it was ohbe uS^d ’in England' for that purpose" lb’ 
description of their manner of fishing is> thus delt- 
vered bpFabei 1 :* When they carry them but of the 
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"s roonwwbeare they are kept; to the fesh*pool«, they 
hand-wink them# that they may not he frighted 
" ,by the tray. When they are own*' to the xivers, 
" they take off their hoods ; and haring tied a 
u leather thong round the lower part of their necks , 
" that they may not swallow down the fish they 
" catch, they throw them into the river. They 
" presently dive under water j and there, for a long 
" time, with wonderful swiftness, pursue the fish ; 
" and when they have caught them, rise to the top 
< T,of the water, and pressing the fish lightly with 
" their bills* swallow them ; till each bird bath, 
", after this manner, devoured live or six fishes. 
", Then their keepers call them to the fist, to which 
" they readily fly ; and, one after another, vomit up 
" , all tfieir fish, a little bruised with the first nip 
" given in catching them. When they have done 
“ fishing, setting the birds on some high place, they 
% loose the string from their necks, leaving the 
" passage to tlie stomach free and open ; and, for 
" their reward, they throwthern part of their prey ; 
“ to each one or two fishes, which they will catch 
" most dextrously, as they are falling in the air.” 

At present, the cor mora&t is trained up is, every 
part of China for the same purpose, where there Jure 
many hikes and canals. " To this end#" says Le 
Comte, " they are educated as men rear up spaniels 
" ©r hawks ; aad ©tie man can easily manage a 
" hundred. The fisher carries them out into the 
4 f lake, perched on, the . gunnel of ins hoot, where , 
"> they continue tranquil; and expecting his orders 
" with patience. When arrived '.nh the proper 
" pkeey at the first signal given eaeb.flies nsdtf* 
" ferenfway, to fulfil the task aligned, ik It is 
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H this bcicasioiii loheheMvrith 

** urta# sagacity they 1 portion? owfc- the^ tehe : *o*dtfee 

^ctnri^hei^ v/They fiinit 

K about, they plunge, fh^ rise tt 'hbihii^'thi^ to 
f * the rarfate^. until 

w prey.- They then seize ft with their beifc fcythe 
<e noddle, i and tarry it without #0 to th^ ralsiter. 
if When the fUK is too fatgfc, They thengiwreach 
" other mutual assistance : : &m ■ seizes 1 M ■%' the 
,f head, fhevottorty-ttfe tsH, «*id in thitmahner 
'* cari^ to the twiai together > There the boat- 
" man stretches out one of his Jong; oars, on which 
" they perch, and being delivered of their hfil^n ; 
u they fly off to pursue their sport. When they -are 
“■ wearied, he lets them rest for a while ; bust they 
11 are never fed till their work is 6v£r.' ; fo'tos 
“, manner they supply a very plentifttl table j hut 
“ still their natural gluttony cannot be reclaimed 
“ even by education. Tliey have always, wMle 
“ they fish, the same string fastened round their 
” throats, to prevent them from devouring ' their 
" prey, as otherwise they would at once satiate 
<f themselves, and discontinue their pursuit the 
moment tliey had filled their bellies.’* ; 

As for the rest, the cormorant is the best filter of 
all birds ; and though fet and heavy with the quati- 
tity it devours, » nevertheless generally upon the 
wing. - The great activity with which it pursues, 
and from a vast height drops down to dive' after its 
prey, offers one of the most amuzing spectacles to 
those who stand upon a cliff on the shore. This 
large bird .is seldom seen in (be air, but Where there 
are fish belbw-; but then they must be near (lie sar- 
face, ’before* hwitt vefttwre to abuse upoij thent: Jf 
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%sy ar^at ; :a dep|!h .heypod -wb^t . the jpaps^i. of .its 
: iil!pt|i yttg£p '• ' cormorant ' cupa^a- pf , .to, 

dorlaiuly ‘&epp*t. h*#> ,1 m; ; t^' ;> > Jhird.. < -ca.ohot 
mpveso %st under water, pa the fish cuaswim. .fe 
seldom, however, makes an unsuccessful dip ; and 
is often seen rising heavily, with ft 4%. larger .than 
it can readily devour. It sometimes also happens, 
that the cormorant has caught the fish by the tail ; 
and consequently the fins prevent its being easily 
swallowed in that position. In this case, the bird 
is seen to tpss its prey above its head, and very 
dexterously to catch it, when descending, by the 
proper end, and so swallow it with ease.* 


CHAP. V. 

Of the Gannet or Soland Goose. 

The Gannet is of the size of a tame goose, but 
its wings much longer, being six feet over. The 
bill is six inches long, straight almost to the point, 
where it inclines down, and the sides are irregularly 
jagged, that it may hold its prey jrith greater secu- 
rity. It differs from the cormorant in size, being 
larger ; in its colour, which is chiefiy white ; and 
by its having no nostrils, but in their place a long 
furrow, that reaches almost to the end iff the bill. 

[* These birds build their nests on the highest parts of, the 
clflfii that hang over the sea : they lay three' or more pale green 
eggs, about the size of those of a goose. In whiter tSeySisjierse 
themselves along the shares, visiting the fresh tsater-pomls and 
lakes, where ifyey caroma great depredations among the f*b.3 
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Frorn the “Corner of the m6o& . is' '# ,rikrix»#^jp : 0f 

e^ndrio ffe hiftd pferif^p 
the head; beneath the shin is a ft other that, like the 
pouch of the pelican, is 4 *tWtohtef atid of size, suf- 
ficient to contain five of six Chtire herrings, which 
in the breeding season it carries at onCe to its mate 
or Its young: ’ ’’ ' 

These birds, which ■ stfbsiti edtnrely fiipbn fish, 
chiefly resort to those, uninhabited islands' where 
their food if? found in plenty, and men, Seldom come 
•to disturb them . The islands to the north of Scot- 
land, the Skelig islands off the coasts of Kerry, in 
Ireland, anch those that lie in the North Seia off Nor- 
way, abound with them. But it is on Ibe Bass 
island, in the Firth of Edinburgh, where they are 
seen in the greatest abundance, “ There is a small 
lf island,” says the celebrated Harvey, “ called the 
Bass, not more than a mile in circumference. 
" The surface is almost wholly covered during the 
{f months of May and June with their nests, their 
" eggs arid young. It is scarcely possible to walk 
" without treading on them : the flocks of birds 
upon the wing are so numerous as to darken the 
u " air iike a cloud ; and their noise is such, that one 
" cannot, without difficulty, be beard by the person 
•?*- next to him. ' When ode looks down upon the 
<<r sea from the precipice, its whole surface -sdpms 
" covered: with infinite nuBStbew of birds of dif- 
u ferent kindsj swimming and pursuing their prey. 
" If, in sailing round the island, one surveys its 
" hanging cliffs, in 'every crag or .fissure of >he 
broken racks may he seen ii»>ur»erable birds,; qf 
<f 4 various ^orts and sizes, more titan the stars of 
" heaven when viewed in -a serene night- If they 

VOL. iv. u a 
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" aye viewed at a distance, either , receding, ,pr. in 
<( iheir apfiroacli totlje island,they seem like qne 1 
'‘'.vast swarm of bees.’' ’’I _ '... 

They are not less Frequent upon the rocks of $t. 
Kikla. Martin assures us£ tljtat the inhabitants of 
that small island, consume annually near twenty- 
three thousand young birds of this species, besides 
ah amazing quantity of their eggs. t)h these they 
principally subsist throughout the year; and, from 
the number of these visitants, make an estimate of 
their plenty for the season, They preserve both the' 
eggs and fowls in small pyramidal stone buildings, 
covering them with turf-ashes, to prevent the 
evaporation of their moisture. 

The gannet is a bird of passage. In winter, it 
seeks the more southern coasts of Cornwall, hover- 
ing over the shoals of herrings and pilchards that 
then come down from the northern seas : its first ap- 
pearance in the northern islands is in the beginning 
of spring ; and it continues to breed till the end of 
summer. But, in general, its motions are determined 
by the migrations of the immense shoals of herrings 
that come pouring down at that season through the 
British Channel, and supply all Europe as well as 
tills bird with their spoil. The gannet assiduously 
attends the shoal in their passage, keeps with .them 
in their whole circuit rorind our island, and , shares 
with our fishermen this exhaustless panquet. As it 
is strong of wing, it never comes near the land ; 
but is constant to its prey. Wherever the gannet 
is seen, it isisure to, announce to the. fishermen the 
arrival of tbe finny tribe ; they then prepare their 
nets, and take the herrings by millioiwut a draught ; 
while the gab net, who came tb ; gi ve first infer- 
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tn^tioiy^eomes, though an unbidden guest, and often 
snatcmbs its' prfey from tne feslieri^an etcn in' his 
bopt, ^V'hife , the fishing season continues,, ! the 
Jannete "are busily empid^ed^ but \vheo| the pil- 
chards disappear from our coasts, the gannet takes 
its leave, to keep iheul compa hy. 

/The cormorant has been i’etnarhed ifor the quick- 
ness of his sight ; yet in, this the gannet seems to 
exceed him. It is possessed of a transparent mem- 
brane under the eye-lid, with which it covers the 
whole eye at pleasure, without obscuring the sight 
in" the smallest degree. This! seems a necessary 
provision for the security of the eyes of so Weighty 
a creature, whose method of taking prey,1ilie that 
of the cormorant, is by darting headlong down 
from a height of a hundred feet and more info 
the water to seize it These birds are sometimes 
taken at sea, by fastening a pilchard to a board, 
which they leave floating. The gannet instantly 
pounces down from above upon the board, and is 
killed or maimed by the shock of a body where it 
expected no resistance.* 

These birds breed but. once a year, and lay but 
one egg, which being taken away., they lay another ; 
if that is also taken, then a third ; , but never more 
for that season. Their egg is'white, and father less 
than that of the common goose ; and- their nest 
large, composed of such substances as are found 
floating on u the surface of the sea. The young 

‘ £'* Mf.'Fehfitmt sdys, that one of these birds flying over Fen- 
in Ctof pilchards min a hr piahfc, tv here 

they hfid } p3&ee4:for curing ; tf&riing itself down mib 
great yioleuoe, ^tJUruck fas, hill through au inch and quf^Krr 

plank ; it was killed on the spot!] ’ * 

B B 2 
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birds, during the first year, differgreatly in colour 
from the old ones ; being of a dusky speckled 
With numerons triangular white spote ■; and at that 
time resembling the colours) , of (he speckled diVer. 

The Bass Island, where they chiefly brded, , be- 
longs to one, proprietor ; * so that care is taken 
never to fright away the birds when laying, ©* to 
shoot them upon the wing. By that means, they 
are so confident as to alight and feed thieir young 
ones dose beside you. They feed only upon fish, 
as Was observed ; yet the young gannet is counted 
a great dainty by the Scots, and is sold very dear ; 
so that the lord of the islet makes a considerable 
annual profit by the sale. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the smaller Gulls and Petrels. 

JH AfVINC. described the manners of the great 
ones of this tribe, those of the smaller kinds may 
be easily inferred.^ They resemble the more power- 
ful in their appetites for prey, bat have not such 
certain methods of obtaining it. In general, there- 
fore, the industry of this tribe and their audacity 
increase in proportion to their imbecility ; the great 
gulls live at the most remote distance from man ; 
the smaller are obliged to reside wherever they can 
takCjtheir prey ; and to come into the ihbsf populous 
places when solitude can no lpng^er g*aitt them 
a supply .. tu this class we may the Gtill, 
properly so called, J hf Which there’ afh above tWenty 
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different kinds; the Petrel,, of which there are 
jl^^and' thejSea Swallow, of which"there are as 
many. The gulls may be distinguished by an 
angular knob on the low^r chap ; the petrels by 
their ^ntiog this knob ; jand the sea-swallow by 
their, bills, which are straight, slender, and shaip? 
pointed. They ah, hpvveyer, agree in their appetites, 
and their places of abode. 

The gull, and all its varieties, is very well known 
in every part of the kingdom. It is seen with a 
• slow-sailing flight hovering over rivers to prey upon 
the smaller kinds of fish ; it is seen following the 
plowman in fallow fields to pick up insects ; and 
when living animal food does not offer, it has even 
been known to eat carrion, and whatever else of the 
kind that offers. Gulls are found in great plenty 
in every place ; bat it is chiefly round our boldest 
rockiest shores that they are seen in the greatest 
abundance; it is there that the gull breeds and 
brings up its young ; it is there that millions of them 
are heard screaming with discordant notes for 
months together. 

Those who have been much upon our ^boasts, 
know that there are two different kinds of shores: 
that which slants down to the water with a' gentle 
declivity, and that which rises with a precipitate 
boldness, and seems set as a bulwark to repel the 
force of the invading deeps. It is to such shores as 
these that the whole tribe of the gull kind resort, as 
the rocks offer them a retreat for their young, and 
the sea a sufficient supply. It is in the cavities of 
these rocks, of which the shore is composed, that 
the vast variety of sea-fowls retire to breed in safety. 
The waves beneath, that continually beat at the 
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base, Oftett wear theshobe into an impending bold- 
ness; SO’ that* it seems to jut out over the water, 
while the raging of the sea makes the place inac- 
cessible from below; These ate the situations to 
Which sea-fowl chiefly resort, and bring up thear 
youogin undisturbed security. 

' Those who have never observedour boldest 
coasts, have no idea of their tremendous sublimity. 
The boasted works of art, the highest towers, and 
the noblest domes, are but ant-hills when put in 
comparison ; the single cavity of a rock often 1 
exhibits a coping higher than the cteling of a gothic 
cathedral. The face Of the shore offers to the view 
a wall of massive stone ten times higher than our 
tallest steeples’ What should we think of a pre- 
cipice three quarters of a mile in height ? and yet 
the rocks of St. Kilda are still higher ! What must 
be our awe to approach the edge of that impending 
"height, and to look down on the unfathomable 
vacuity below ; to ponder on the terrors of falling 
to the bottom, where the waves that swell like 
mountains are scarcely seen to curl on the surface, 
and thte roar of an ocean a thousand leagues broad 
appears softer than the murmur of a bteok 1 It is in 
these formidable mansions that myriads of Sea-fowls 
afe for ever seeh sporting, dying in security down 
the depth, half a. mile beneath the' feet of the 
spectetor. The crow ahd the chough Avoid those 
frightful precipices; theychoose smaller heights', 
where they are less exposed to the ’tempest; it is 
this cormorant, the gannk/ the ’ tarrock, and^the 
ierne,' that venture to these tlreadfiil retreats, and 
It^aim htfpfldisturbed possession. TO the spectator 
ffhhi abote, thdse birds, though somOOf them ate 
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above, the; sise of an eagles seem scarcely, «s large 
as ft. swallow ; ^audtheir Jondest. screaming., is 

scanty perceptible^ , *> *<? ■*.. vv •►*.<,* - 

But the generality of qiw shores are not spfprnn- 
daWe. ; Though they may rise two hundred fcfcbom 
above the surface, yet it often happens that the 
water forsakes the, shore at the,. depart are , of the 
tide, and leaves a nobler and delight Adi. walk for 
curiosity on -the beach- Not to mention the variety 
of shells wath which ihesand is streweeb the lofty 
rooksthat hang over die spectator's head, and that 
seem but just kept from faffing, produce in jhim no 
unpleasing gloom. If to .this bc added Ihe flut- 
tering, the screaming, and the pursuits of jsyriads 
of water-birds, all either intent on, .the, duties of 
incubation, or roused at the presenceofa stranger, 
nothing can compose a scene of more peculiar 
solemnity. To walk along the shore , when, the tide 
is departed, or to sit in the hollow of ,a rock when it 
is come in, attentive to the various sounds that 
gather on every side., above and below, may raise 
the mind to its highest and noblest exertions. The 
solemn roar of the waves swelling into and, subsiding 
from the, vast caverns beneath, the piercing note 
of the god, iffiu ffrequent ebuttpr of ffie guillpmot, 
the lpud , pote of the auk, thf screen of,t|ic herpn, 
urtd the hoarse, deep, peri^iqal prpaking of t .ffi§ cpr- 
roorant, all .unite, jo . furnish <$if^g^nde^ 0$.% 
scene, anft turu ffiu miud tohim w^p.ig, .the^e^ce 
ofsdl sublimity-,. . „r u> <.«,;<> \ ■> : ■ W- • 

vVet it often ; happens that tbe contempldtion of , a 
spa-shore 'pnjfo^^cp,fpf; > bttff|b¥ r kind„.yfit 
stifttM* mowing. 

amptwe® to 
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pursuers, U^eirr society among each other, and thteir 
tenderness and- cave of their young*, produce gentler 
sensations, it -is ridiculous also now and ' then to 
see their various ways of imposing upon each other. 
It is common enough, for instance) with' the Arctic 
gull; to pursue the lesser gulls so long, that they 
drop their excrements through fear; which the 
hungry -bunter quickly gobbles up before it ever 
reaches the water. In breeding .too they have 
frequent contests : one bird, who has no nest of 1 her 
ownfattempts to dispossess another, and put herself 
in' the. place. This often happens among all the 
gull kind; and I have seen the poor bird, thus dis- 
placed by ber more powerful invader, sit near the 
nest in pensive discontent, while the other seemed 
quite comfortable in her new habitation. Yet this 
place of pre-eminence is not easily obtained ; for 
tbe instant the invader goes to snatch a momentary 
sustenance, the other enters upon her own, and 
always ventures another battle before she relinquishes 
the justness of her claim. The contemplation of a 
cliff thus covered with lla tching- birds, affords a very 
agreeable entertainment ; and as they sit upon the 
ledges of the rocks; one above another, with their 
white breasts forward, the. whole groupe has not 
unaptly been compared to an apothecary’s shop. 

These birds, like all others of the rapacious kind, 
lay but few eggs ; and hence, in many places , their 
number is daily seen t® diminish. The lessening 
of so many rapacious birds may,* at, .first sigbt„oppear 
a benefit- to mankind * but when we con aider -hew 
many of the natives;©! our islands are sustained by ' 
lbdw? flesh, either fresh or. salted; we shall fold no 
satisfaction in thinking that these pborpcople.inay 
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in time losetheir chief support. TheguUln general, 
as was said, builds on the ledges of rocks, and lays 
from one egg to three, in a nest formed of long 
grass and sea-weed. Mast of the kind are fishy 
tasted, with black stringy flesh ; yet the young ones 
are better food : and of these, with several other 
birds of the penguin kind, the poor inhabitants of 
our northern islands make their wretched banquets. 
They have been long used to no other food ; , and 
even salted gall can be relished by those who know 
•no better. Almost all delicacy is a relative thing ; 
and the man who repines at) the luxuries of a well- 
served table; starves not for want but from com- 
parison. The luxuries of the poor are indeed coarse 
to us, yet still they are luxurious to those ignorant 
of better ; and it is probable enough that a Kilda 
or a Feroe man may be found to exist, outdoing 
Apicius himself, in consulting the pleasures of the 
table. Indeed, if it be true that such meat as is the 
most dangerously earned is the sweetest, no men 
can dine so luxuriously as these, as none venture so 
hardly in the pursuit of a dinner. In Jacobson’s 
History of the Feroe Islands, we have an account 
of the method in which those birds are taken ; and 
I will deliver it in his own simple manner, - 

” It cannot be expressed with what pains and 
" danger they lake these birds in those high Bteep 
’’ cliffs, whereof many are two hundred fathoms 
’‘ high. But there are men apt by nature, and 
” fit for the work, who take them usually in two 
’’ manners,* they either climb from below into 
” these high promontories, that are as steep a* a 
’’ wall; or they let themselves down with a rope 
” from above. When they climb from below, they 
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" have a pole five or six ells long, with an iron 
"• book at the end, which they that are below 4n 
r the boat, or on the cliff, fasten unto the man’s 
‘ girdle, helping him up thus to the highest place 
" where he can get footings afterwards they; also 
' f help up another man ; and thus several climb 
"upas high as they possibly can,* and where 
" they find difficulty, they help each other up, by 
" thrusting one another up with their poles. When 
r< the first hath taken footing, he draws the other 
“ Up to him> by the rope fastened to his waist; 
* f .and so they proceed, till they come to the place 
" where, the birds build. They there go about as 
" well as they can, in those dangerous places ; the 
“ one bolding the rope at one end, and fixing 
“ himself to the rock ; the other goiug at the other 
" end from place to place. If it should happen 
*' that he chanceth to fall, the other that stands 
“ firm keeps him up, and helps him up again. 
" But if he passell) safe, he likewise fastens 
" himself till the other has passed the same 
“ dangerous place also. Thus they go about the 
" cliffs after birds as they please, it often hap- 
" peneth, however, the more is the pity, that when 
,e one doth not stand fast enough, or is not suffi- 
tf ciently strong to hold up the other in his fall. 
" they both fall down and are killed.' In this 
u manner some da perish every year.” ‘ 
i Mr. Peter Ckmsen, in his description of Norway, 
writeth, that there was anciently a law iu that 
country, that whosoever climbed so on the cliffs^ 
that he fell down and died, if the body was found, 
before burial, bis nextkiosman should: go the same 
way’; but if he dui-st not or . could fofcdo it* the 
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dead body was not then to be buried in sanctified 
eardijias the person was too foil ©f teaserity, and his 
own destroyer. •• ■ - ; ■ ;v 

-‘ When the fowlers are come, in the thanner 
" aforesaid, to the birds Within the cliffs, where 
'' people seldom come, the birds are so. tame that 
" they take them with their hands ; for- they will 
‘ • not readily leave their young. But ; when they 
“ are wiki, they cast a net, with which ' they ard 
" provided/ over them, and entangle them therein. 
•" In the mean time, there lieth a boat beneath in 
" the sea, wherein they cast the birds killed ; and 
" in this manner they can, in a short time, fill a 
“ boat with fowl. When it is pretty fair weather, 
" and there is good fowling, the fowlers stay in 
" the cliffs seven or eight days together ; for there 
<r are here and there holes in the rock, where they 
“ can safely rest ; and they have meat let down to 
" them with a line from the top of the mountain. 
“ In the mean time some go every day to them, to 
" fetch home what they have taken. 

" Some rocks are so difficult that they can in 
" no manner get unto them from below ; where- 
" fore they seek, to come down thereunto from 
'' above.) For 1 this purpose they have a rope, 
" eighty or a hundred fathoms long, made of 
" hemp, and three fingers thick. The fowler 
" inaketh the end of this last about his waist, and 
" between his legs, so that. he can srt thereon ; and 
" is thus let down, with the fowling-staff, in his 
'* hand. ’ Six men hold by the rope, aftd let him 
" iftesdy down- teyinga large piece of- wood on the 
brink of;the rock, upon which the ropeglideth; 
" that it may not* he ' worn to pieces by the bard 
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“, a»4s *oogh . p4ges of the stone. , They have 
" t bQsjj$e%, another small line, that is fastened: to the 
'r, fooler ’b body ; on which; he pulleth, to give them » 
?' notice how they should letdown the great rope, 
/'.eitherr lower pr higher ; or to hold still, that he 
V.mayjptay in the place whereunto he is cOme. Here 
the man is in great danger, because of the stoues 
(t tbataceloosenedfrorn the cliff by the swinging 
,f of the rope, and he cannot avoid them. To 
" remedy this, in Borne measure, lie hath usually 
“otohis head a seaman’s thick and shaggy cap, 
**,- which defends him from the blows of the stones, 
,e if they be not too big, and then it costelh 
" biro his life: nevertheless* they continually put 
“ themselves in - that danger, for the wretched 
“ body’s food sake, hoping in God’s mercy and 
“ protection, unto which the greatest part of them 
“ do devoutly recommend themselves when they go, 
“ to work : otherwise, they say, there is no other 
“ great danger in it, except that it is a toilsome 
" and artificial labour ; for he that hath not learned 
" to be so let down, and is not used thereto, is 
“ turned about with the rope, so that he soon 
“ groweth giddy, and can do nothing ; but he that 
(t hath learned the art, considers it as a sport, 
“ swings himself on the vope, sets his feet against 
the rock, casts himself some fathoms from thence, 
ff and shoots himself to what place, he will: he 
,c knows where the birds arc, he understands how 
ft to sit on the line in the air,,and how to bold the 
“ fowhng-stafi' in his hand ; striking therewith the 
<( bftds that come or fly away : and when there 
? are boles in the rocks, and it stretches itself out, 
making underneath as a cieling, under, which 
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w tfee bfads are, he knbweth how to shoot himself 
ff in atobtig them, and there takU firm footing. 
•" *f*here when hie is in these holes, he maketh 
ff himself loose of the rope,whl«h He fastens Ip a 
" crag of the rock, that it may not slipfrorrihiDi 
" to the bwtside of the cliff. He then goes about 
“ in the rock, taking the fowl, either wHhltis hands 
f# or with the fowling-staff Thus, when he hath 
" : killed as many birds as he thinks fit, he ties them 
4f in a bundle, and fasten* them to a little rope, 
giving a sign, by pulling, that they should draw 
" them up., When he has wrought thus the whole 
ff day, and desires to get up again, he sitteifh once 
“ more upon the great rope, giving a new sigh, 
“ that they should pull him up, or else he workefh 
“ himself up, climbing along the rope, with bis 
girdle full of birds. It is also usual, where there 
“ are not folks enough to hold the great rope, for 
c< the fowler to drive a post sloping into the earth, 
” and to make a rope fast thereto, bv which he 
,f lets himself down without any body’s help, to 
“ work in the manner aforesaid. Some rocks are 
,f so formed that the person can go into their cavi- 
(t ties by land. 

“ These manners are more terrible and datiger- 
" ous to see than to describe ; especially if one con- 
“ siders the steepness and height of the rocks, it 
ff seeming impossible for a man to approach them, 
ct much less to climb or descend. In some places, 
se the fowlers are seen climbing where they ! can 
‘ tf only fasten the ends of their toes and fingers ; 
“ not shunning sheh places, though there be an 
“ hundred fothom between them and the sea. It 
“ is a dear meat for these poor people, fw which 
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they tiidr s liv^s ; * and thany/af)^ 

r * io'ng'^^tnrm^/ 86 at last perish 'ttiereiii ! , * H ;’ 

• ^WMtm the fowl ife brought hom^J a paft tHereor* 
^ 1« eaten fresh ; %hother part, when 1 then* is ItSiich 
■“ taken, beinghung up for winter provision. The 
*' feathers are gathered to make merchandise of, 
(€ " fdr other expenses . The' fnhabitahis g ! et a great 
“ many of these fowls, as God giveth his blessing 
'* and ftt weather. When it is dark and hazy; they 
fJr -’take most ; for then the birds stay in the rocks : 

" hot in clear weather, and hot sun-shine, they 
rt ‘* seek the sea. When they prepare to depart for 
• r the season, they keep themselves most there, 

sitting on the clifts towards the sea-side, where 
“ people get at them sometimes with boats, and 
‘ r take them with fowling-staves.” 

Such is the account of this historian ; but wc are 
liot to suppose that all the birds caught in this 
manner are of the gull kind: on the conti ary, 
numbers of them are of the penguin kind ; auks, 
puffins, and guillemots. These all come, once a 
season, to breed in these recesses ; and retire in 
winter to fish in more southern climates. 


■; ! "' v ■ ' CHAP. VII. ( ~y. V 

Of the Penguin, Kind; and first of the Great , 
Magellanic Penguin. 

The gulls are ldng-Wipged, swift flyets, that 
hover oi-er the most extensive seas, and dart down 
upon ’such' fteh as approach too near the surface. 
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Tfie Penffttin.-feind are but iU ^d foc f^gh^^nd- 
still less for walking, Ev?ry l?pdy tm}gt have seen 
th&awkward .whjlp^a^diic^t fatt^K'wild 

pr tame, attempts to change iplace ^4liey .^st .je* 
collect with what spftness at^t^aseja galiora ;kite 
waves its pinions, and with what .a cod anddutter 
the duck attempts to move them ; how raany atrokes 
it is obliged to give,inorder;to gather a little, air; 
and even when it is thus raised, how soon it is 
fatigued with the force of its exertions, and obliged 
to take rest again . But the duck is not, in its natural 
state, half so unwieldy an animal as the whole tribe 
of the penguin kind. Their wings are much 
shorter, more scantily furnished with quills, and the 
whole pinion placed too forward to be usefully 
employed. For this reason, the largest- , of the 
penguin kind, that have a thick, heavy, body to 
raise, cannot fly at all. Their wings , serve them 
rather as paddles to help them forward, when they 
attempt to move swiftly ; and in a manner walk 
along the surface of the water. Even the smaller 
kinds seldom fly by choice ; they flutter their wings 
with the swiftest efforts without making .way ; and 
though they have but a , small weight of body to 
sustain, yet they seldom venture to quit the water 
where they are provided with food and protection. 

As the wings of the penguin , tribe are unfitted 
for flight, their legsare still more awkwardly adapted 
for walking* This whole tribe have all above the 
knee hitf Within the belly ,* and hothing appears but 
two short legs, or feet, as some would call them, that 
seem stuck, under the rump, and upon which jifs 
animal is very awkwardly suppled. , They s^em,, 
when sitting or aftei^ptiug ;i tp,yFalk, IAm* a 4qg 
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tat ‘'8tfftiv§»* nHwuei. 

dtegu drive^ihe body in progress*©** 
&©s»- wd© to side j amid wwe.they nofc^isted .by 
tjbcir wiugs, they eoald ^soaccdy mow fester /tbatra 
tortoisti'*,. ‘fr 1 /. *(.’■ f >',i ■-.; '; ... „ 

v the legs, which m tin- 

qualifies i&jtat" for bring »pon kn#wd$ptR them 
admirably Hemp a residence in water, i -in thatydk® 
icgtffottd behind the moving body - pushes it for- 
wtgd; with greater velocity ;-and these binds,' Kke 
Indian canoes, are the swiftest in the water* by 
teiviog their paddiee in the rear. *■ .- ••«.<• • .►»„» 
[.-■Noe ere they less qualified for diving ' than 
swimming." By ever so little inclining their bodies 
forward, they lose their centre of gravity ; and every 
stroke from their feet only tends to sink them the 
fester. In this manner they can either dive at once 
fo the bottom, or swim between two waters; where 
they continue fishing for some minutes, and then 
ascending, catch an instanstaneous breath, to descend 
once more to renew their operations. Hence it is 
that these birds,, which are so defenceless, and so 
easily taken by land, are impregnable by water. -rtf 
they perceive themselves pursued, in' the least, they 
instantly sink; and show, nothing more than; their 
bills,, till the enemy is withdrawn, Their very in- 
ternal conformation assists their power arf keeping 
long under water. Their-. lungSvare fitted with 
numcn«u» vacuities, by wtechthey caotake bravery 
large inspiration 4 ! and this probably serves • them 
fiw^feJcjigtb of time; ' \ mv 

As they never visit land, except when tbegttaimS 
to bifeed,. their feather* iake«a '«ah*a»fob.j|E^#Seir 
sit»tfoar « Ttoat part uMeqt;, -ukicte'basfebiee^uoa * 
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tiauafly bathed i n foe wu^st, fe phile; wWfo Jfoebr 
todh and wings are of digerati colours, according 
lo fete different species. Tkey met also ware# 
mow warmly all over fee body with feathers, than 
any other birds whatever ; so that the sea seems 
entirely their element ; ami bet for dm mtommy 
duties of propagating the species* westeffiddswrcely 
have die smallest opportunity of seeing them, and 
should be utterly unacquainted with their history. 

Of «M this tribe, the Magellanic Penguin, is dm 
largest, and the most remarkable. In site it ap- 
proaches near that of a tame goose. It never fliasr, 
as its wings are very short, and covered with stiff 
hard feathers, and are always seen expanded, ami 
hanging uselessly down by the bird's sides. Tine 
upper part of the head, back, and rump, are 
covered with stiff, black feathers ; while the belly 
and breast, as is common with aU of this kind, are 
of a snowy whiteness, except a line of black that is 
seen to cross the crop. The bill, which from the 
base to about half way is covered with wrinkles, is 
black, but marked crosswise with a stripe of yellow. 
They wdlk erect with their heads on high, their 
fin-like wings hanging down like arms ; so that to 
see them at a distance, they look like so many 
children with white aprons. From hence they ate 
said to unite in themselves the qualities of men, 
fowls, and fishes. X4ke men, they are upright ; 
like fowl#, they are feathered ; and like fishes, they 
have fin-like instrument^ that beat the water before, 
and serve for all foe purpura of swimming rather 
than flying. 

They fee&wupoe fish ;* .and seldom come ashore, 
except m< foo brafoagmeason . As the seas m fold 

von, iv. c c 
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p*rt. v <j* > World Abound With a ! th«y 

■"Sefdbtb^uWt food f and Ifeetr«i;tr6tae fitness seems 
W * piWcif of thfe plenty in which theytive. They 
&Ve with great rapidfty, a^ Wre vOiraoiotts te a 
great decree. One of theth; described byChiskis, 
iKgfiglt* bitt' veryyoung, Would -Swallow an entire 
bdrNng- fit a’ mouthful, and ofteti tlwee- successively 
before it was appeased. ; In consequence of<<Bis 
gluttonous appetite, their flesh- is rank and fishy j 
thongh hur sailors say, that it is pretty goodtating^ 
1W some the flesh is so tough, and the feathers so 
thick, that they stand the blow of a scimitar without 

f ; They are a- bird of society ; and especially when 
they cotae oh shore, they are seen drawn up ifl rank 
khd file, upon the ledge of a rock, standing together 
With (tab albatross, as if in Consultation . This is 
previous to their laying, which generally begins in 
that part Of the world in the month of November. 
Their preparations for laying are attended with no 
great "trouble, as a small depression in the earth, 
without any other nest, serves for this purpose. 
The warmth of their feathers and the heat of their 
bodies Is suCb, that the progress of incubation is 

Carried on Very rapidly. , j 

But there is a difference inthfe mannerof this 
bird’s nestling in other countries ; which i can only 
ascribe to the frequent distarfeatreesitiias received 
from than or qttadrapeds m its recessed. In eome 
places; instead of contenting Itself with a superficial 
depression in jthe earth; ’ the pengalh ki fbtmdNo 
bbfWw two or* fhree'ySrds* derp i^ W Mhik |i®« It 
is s$m to forsake the level, and*io efemb£rtfp the 
ledge ^ fkk; Whdrd f ft lays i&'e|rgj%^%&hesi{ 
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in that bleak,,exposed tifoajtiom These pretsanr 
tfonsmay probably have been taken, ip conse<|Uflp<3e 
pf dear-bought experience** t those > countries 
Whiwe the bird fear* for bfg.OiWP safotjr, prih(ii«f 
her young, she may providentially provide ; against 
danger, by digging; or even hy dimbing j; fprboifa 
which she is , ,, ^lla^e. 
places, however, where t the, penguin, bas hed 
few visits from man, her nest is made,i>y$th the 
raost< confident security, in the middle of somelarge 
■plain, where they are seen hy thousands. ..jxutbat 
unguarded situation, neither expecting nor foarin® 
a powerful enemy, they continue to sit brooding,; 
and even when man comes among them, Jjpve at 
first no apprehension of their danger. Some Of 
this tribe have been called, by our ,i^m^ the 
Booby, from tbe total insensibility whifh foey show 
when they are sought to their destruction « ; But it 
is not considered that these birds have never beep 
taught to ; know the dangers of a human enemy ,* 
it is against the fox or the vulture that they have 
learned to defend themselves ; but they have no 
idea of ii^ury from a being so very unlike their 
natural opppsers. . The penguins, therefore, when 
our seamen first came among them, tamely suffered 
themselves to.be knocked on tbehead, without even 
attempting ,ap escape. , . They .have,, stood fo .be 
abet -at ip *|fock3,wifoput offering to raoyu, in sijent 
wonder, till every one of their number has. been 
destroyed. , B Their attacbment^fo . their pests, was 
Still more ftowfd; .fopdhe jfowafos, tpfoeiy suffered 
the pipp fo; upi^oafh and foke their eggs without 
any resttfoppe*. .« Jfcg of 
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to, % n>wF*,>,upon their guard, in qbposing their 
or to leave thos^, retreats where they 
were «o little able to oppose their invaders. 

„ • The penguin lays but ope egg; .and, in^fre* 
quen ted shores, is found to burrow like a rabbit.: 
s/uneUmes three or four take possession of one hole, 
and hatch their young together, In the holes of 
the socks, where Nature Has made tjiem areireat, 
several of this tribe, as Tinnteus assures us, are seep 
together. There the females lay their single egg 
in. a coipmon nest, and sit upon this, their general 
possession, by turns;, while one is placed as a 
eentinel, to give warning of approaching danger. 
The egg, of the penguin, as well as of all this tribe, 
is very large for the size of the bird, being generally 
found bigger than that of a goose. But as there are 
many varieties of the penguin, and as they differ in 
size from that of a Muscovy duck to a swan, the 
eggs differ in the same proportion, 
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> 

Of the Jink, Puffin and other Birds of the Penguin 
' Bind. ' 

Op a size far inferior to the,; penguin, but with 
pearly the same form, and .exactly, the same ap- 
petites and manners,, there fa papery numerous 
faibe. These feequent our .shores, and,, , jj|se. f 4tfae 
penguin, have .tbefa legs pfec«4 behind... They 
have.shufa .wings, which 

lUglfaji^hh.fouqd hill*i4pr sq wg jfaeu^py* Jfh# 

is 4?e.#afefoi B w%»lh^ 
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middle ' of the* throat, is vrb^le'; 
about the same size? St 
Slaving 1 a longer, a* sleniferefj 
The Scarlet- throated Diver mUy be ; distinguished 
by its name; and tbe Puffin, WCohlterfteb, i« tine 
of the most remarkable birds we know. 

Words cannot easily describe the form of the bill 
of the puffin, which differs sb greatly from that of 
any other bird. Those who have seen the coulter 
of a plough* may form some idea, of the beak of this 
odd -looking animal. The bill is flat; but, very 
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s^ip, of a livid cojouir ; tttyi they are 'grey or aah- 
Cphwred. These qre marks sufficient to distinguish 
tt^s ibfrtfiy ; but Its value to thote in whbsC vtci- 
pi$y it breeds, renders it still more an object of 
curiosity. 

T,be puffin, like all the rest of this’ kind, 1 has its 
legs thrown so far back, that it can 4 hardly move 
without tumbling,' This makes it rise With’ diffi- 
culty, and subject to many foils. before it gets njjoh 
the wing ; but as it ts a small bird, not much bigger 
than a pigeon, when it once rises, it can continue 
its night with great celerity, * 

Both this and all the former btiild no nest ; but 
lay their eggs either in the crevices of rocks, or in 
holes under ground near the shore. They chiefly 
choose the latter situation ; for the puffin, the auk, 
the guillemot, and the rest, cannot easily rise to the 
neSt when in a lofty situation. Many are the at- 
tempts these birds are seen to make to fly up to 
those nests which are so high above the surface. 
In rendering them inaccessible to mankind, they 
often render them almost inaccessible to themselves. 
They are frequently obliged to make three or four 
efforts, before they can come at the place of incuba- 
tion. For this reason the auk and guillemot, when 
they have opce laid their single egg, which is 
extremely large for the size, seldom fbf&ake it until 
jt is excluded. The male, who is 'better* furbished 
for flight, feeds the femald duriiig tftis interval ; 
i and so bare is the place where she sits’, tffstt the 
. egg would .often roll down from the iWk, did dot 
the body of the bird support kl ‘ 

But the puffin seldom chooses these inaccessible 
and troublesofoe’ heights tbif its situation. Relying 
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yn t its courage, apd fe^ ^strength of Up bife wife 
which it bites mppt ferribjy,, jt either makes or dims 
a bole in the ground, wh^r<e to lay find bfeng $$rfe 
its yogng. All the winter these bird*, like fee 
rest, are absent; visiting regions too remote for 
discovery. At fee latter end of March, or fee 
beginning of, April, come over a troop of their 
spies or harbingers, feat stuj| two or three days, as 
it were to, v jew and search out for their former 
situations, apd see whether all be well. This done, 

• they once more depart ; and, about the beginning 
of May, retnrn again with fee whole army of their 
companions. But if the season happens to be 
stormy and tempestuous, and the sea trough J, die 
unfortunate voyagers undergo incredible hardships ; 
and they are found, by hundreds, cast awfty upOu 
fee shores, lean, and perished with famine.* It is 
most probable, therefore, that ibis voyagfe is per- 
formed more on the water than in the air • end as 
they cannot fish in stormy weather, their strength 
is exhausted before they can arrive at their wislied- 
for harbour. 

The puffin, when it prepares for breeding, which 
always happens a few days after its arrival, begins 
to scrape up a hole in the ground not far from the 
shore ; and w ben it has some way penetrated the 
earth, it fef» throws itself upon its bark, and wife 
c fell an t d claw^thus burrows in vrard, fell it has dug a 
hofe .wb-h^ef era! windings and turnings, ftromeight 
fen iegi deep, Jt particularly seeks to,d?g J nndcr 

* a sfepe, jfeer^, jt expects the greatest security I n 
this fortified retreat U, lays oneegg ; which, though 



,1*1^ mvh'iim'f* mt,a t 

i ft * i 

■LJ™*” *'** J ' * 

%j*0#.ihe young s 8 iSf«sch*ded>»thft parent** 
„, r ! *fy fw$pm%gs e^e mepdifele. sfew i*«te or 
wmsts Wm^nture to attack them iatheir retreats. 
When tjtte great sea-iaven, af J acobsoa \iafam» m» 
cornel to take awgy .their young, the puffins bol% 
oppose him* Their meeting affords a most singular 
compaL As soon as the maen, approaches, the/ 
puffin catches him under the throat with % beak, 
and sticks its claws into his breast, which makes the 
raven, wjth a loud screaming, attempt to get away ; 
but jibe little bird Still bolds fest to the invader, nor 
lets him go till they both come to the sea, where 
they drop dawn together, and the raven is drowned ; 
yet the, raven is but too often successful ; and in- 
vading the puffin at the bottom of its hole, devours 
both the parent and its family. 

But *were a punishment to be inflicted for immo- 
rality in irrational animals, the, puffin is justly t a 
sufferer from, invasion, as it is often, itself ope of the 
most terrible invaders. Near the Isle of Anglesey, 
in an islet called Prieshobn, their flocks may be 
compared,, for multitude, to swarms of bees,*, In 
another islet, called the Calf of Maty© bird of this 
kind, but of a different s pedes, r ia seen in great 
abundance. In both places, numbers of f vabhit* ©re 
foupii to breed byt the pu fib,. -unwilling to d»e a* 
the trouble of roakjpg a hole, whoo ffcffitJs one 
re W made, dispossesses it, is ,»dt.j 

un||dy^ys tbeirjroflpfr tbeppBiypsiJ^ 

ac^uired^^etreats that, s the $PWg poffiat awtdbwd 
in great outers, and . wlwM* w 

quisilion to toe natives of the place. The old ones 




8cneams fe«i(*6 faoreaslKHihee theft witarn. #H*t- ' 
evderHfc&FoiMiit^ w ^ ,; ' 

d&fi byits^br begias to adfifeHt 
tion;' «nd ill riNfeced th-'aijrSi^ 
ejected fromthestomach 'dfthe 
mo^b^«f>’4he--yo#n^^'-;’Bjr a te stli'ey 
and become fattoanaW^ing degree. 11 
are. arrived t6 their fall growth, fbe^ in-’ 1 ' 

trusted % the loid bf the tsladidj dral^Uiem 
their holes; and, that they' indy iimitel^dilyfceep' 
a» m&mnt of the n umber 'thfey idled/ pal : oft On^ 
foot i as* a token. Their is skid*' 1 ^ ‘fca.'l^cdtdf’' 
eivefy 

and sea-weed 
preserved aitfc spices, ’flifey' v ate adihlted 1iy v thc&e' 

formerly iftbfr fleiftHvas tflfoWw #y Hie bhlurcH 'oik 
Lenten days.’ ' They at iftiat fhnfe, alsbiaken’ 

eitberdag ‘diraidW '■ < 6»if, 5i fritth 

wMt>a<4Mllij < :, ^PRey liitte'^t/emefy _ f 
apd keep %ulbb^a*t hbld # *tlb$ : %si$i{' ' 

up0y<H0mm^ fiddly disehgaP& 

wHHKi4dtm l». ;i yety^dte%faya|^i J "i 
dferti ; 
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Tbe ee«fetant depredation whicfe^ 
nnallysufler, does not in . the taafeeeem to intiaai*- 
date them, or drive them away ® on the contrary , as 
the people say, the nest must be rthed/ or tfed® Id 
ones will breed there no longer. AH herds ^ithis 
kind fey but one egg ; yet if that be taktjn away> 
they, will lay another/ and so on te.d thhrdpwhich 
seems to implythat robbing their nests does not 
much intimidate them from laying again. Those, 
however, whose nests have been dins destroyed, ace 
often too fete in bringing up their yoong ; who, if 
they be not fledged and prepared :for migration 
when all the rest depart, are left at fend, to: shift for 
themselves. In August the whole tribe is seen to 
take leave of their summer residence ; nor are they 
observed any more till the return of the ensuing 
spring. It is probable that they sail away to more 
southern regions, as our mariners frequently see 
myriads of water-fowl upon their return, and steering 
usually to the north. Indeed, the coldest countries 
seem to be their most favoured retreats ; and the 
number of water-fowl is much greater/ in those 
colder climates, than in the warmer regions, near 
the line. The quantity of oil which abounds in 
their bodies, serves as a defence against cold, and 
preserves them in vigour against its severity ; but 
the same provision of oil is rather detrimental in 
warm countries, as it turns rancid, and many of 
thefe, die of disorders winch arise frpm its putrefac- 
tion. In general, however, water-fowl can be pro- 
peiiy fcaid to be of .no finale- jOtfce, ,efemai$f*pim 
which they llive being their proper residence^ cThey 
necessarily spend a fewitnonths ofi aunwnev apon 
fend, to hriag up thejr^young-: but theffi^iO^dheir 
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time is probably consumed in their migrations, or 
neaafsotue unknown coasts, where their provision 
of fish is found in greatest abundance. 

< . Before I go to the third general division of water* 
fowls, it may wot be improper to observe, that there 
is one species of round-biiled'water-fowl, that does 
not properly he within any of the former distribu- 
tions. This is the Gooseauder ; a bird with the 
body and wing shaped like those of the penguin 
kind, but with legs not hid in the belly. It may he 
distinguished from all others by its bill, winch is 
round, hooked at the point, and toothed, both upper 
and under chap, like a saw. Its colours ate various 
and beautiful : however, its manners and appetites 
entirely resemble those of the Diver, It feeds upon 
fish, for which it dives ; and is said to build its nest 
upon trees, like the' heron and the cormorant It 
seems to form the shade between the penguin and 
the goose kind • having a round bill, like the one ; 
and unembarrassed legs, like the other. In the 
Bhape of the head, neck, and body, it resembles 
them both. 


ClIAP. IX. 


Of Birds of the Goose Kind, property so called. 

V 1 

The Swob, the Goose, and foe Duck, are leaders 
-at a numerous, useful, and beautiful tribe of birds, 
♦bat we have reclaimed from- a state of nature, and 
hadeOadgfttto livfe in dependence about us. i To 
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ikjfyt 1 $ feaet Mild 'He as.supeHtuons as 
mMhik Usually afeWA 'given ' of things With 
witiBb M ate already Mi &Cqttieunte$. * There arc 
ftiw that have not hUd opportunities df s^cinp tiemj 
and whote ideas would not anticipate * obr desCrip^ 
tioti. But, though nothing be so easy os’ to 
distinguish these in general from each other, yet 
the largest of ‘the duck kind approach the goose 
so neddy; that it may be proper to mark the 
distinctions. 

The marks of the goose are, a bigger body, 
large wliigs, a longer neck, a white ring about the 
romp, n bill thicker at the base, slenderer towards 
the tip, with shorter legs, placed more forward on 
the 1 body. They both have a waddling walk ; but 
the duck, from the position of its legs, has it in 
a gteatter degree. By these marks, these similar 
tribes may be known asunder; and though tin* 
duck Should be found to equal the goose in size. 
Which sometimes happens, yet there are stiff other 
sufficient distinctions. 

But they alt agree in many particulars ; and have 
a tteUter affinity to each other than the neighbouring 
kinds in any other department. Their having 
been tamed has produced alterations id'datH, by 
which they differ as hutch from the' w ! fld' ’6‘tWs of 
their respective kinds as thVy do ahiori^ thehk#! Vos. 
There is nearly as much* diflbkdlb^bctwech the 
wiM and the tame dock, as between* sbrhe Sdrlsi Of 
the duck and the gdose i'*Bbfc , Stft!, 5 l!nd ‘cbaractetils- 
♦frfref the kind are StiWghf add rfWiouk ; 

iffid%fe'trtbe cab n^r hfe mistaken. ' " a ‘* 4> 1 " 

¥m liar w 1 ebVimrs ' 

the'goote^fffldm ah’df thefeatheted'trlb^. 1 ’lb" 



These lead', rotor® harmless liyesr. tUe 
surface of the wateri fa _$|e insects .fa 
the/grass l>y the ban^ .or ,;^e .% 

cultivated grounds, are raad^t > to Ijfafc 

easy appetites i y et tfceje,, like every other animal, 
will not rgect flesh, if property prepctredi'j^n* Ithera j, 
it is sufficient prsdse they ,do 

e^gepjy pursue .' ..... , , , ,, . .... • 

. Aa tJheirTopd-is chiefly yeg^ahtes,. fp tiwdrdecnn? 
dityr, ip ^rcport^Qjrs. . 7 Wft jhaye-had .frequent, pp^ 

ssp^aiwn flftr 

Mk ,fcaYepeejfctheJ(tW v yti|h its 


niMhlikJUMWU* 
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aaa.1 describing. They seem (formed to fill up the 
chaamsinammaled nature, caused by the Tons' 
ctossmsss *rf others. <Tbey. breed in gmt abun- 
dance, and leadjtheir young to -the pool theinstant 
'tgfey «¥<«»&&& < ’*• t ■■*'& . xw'.n* ■•»., * . 

As their food is pimple, so their flesh isnourishing 
and wholesome. The swan was considered as a 
high delicacy among the ancients ; the goose was 
abstained from as totally indigestible. Modern 
manners have inverted tastes ; the goose is now 
become the favourite ; and the swan is seldom 
brought to table, unless for the purposes of ostenta- 
tion. But at all times the flesh of the duck was 
in high esteem; the ancients thought even more 
highly of it than we do. We are contented to eat 
it ns a delicacy ; they also considered it as a medi- 
cine; and Plutarch assures us, that Cato kept his 
whole family in health, by feeding them with duck 
whenever they threatened to be out of order. 

These qualities of great fecundity, easy suste- 
nance, and wholesome nourishment, have been found 
so considerable as to induce man to take these birds 
from a state of nature, and render them domestic. 
How long they have been thus dependents upon his 
pleasures, is not known ; tor, from the earliest 
accounts, they were considered as familiars about 
him. The time must have been very remote;; for 
there have been many changes wrought in their 
colours, their figures, and even their v infornal, parts, 
by human cultivation. The different kinds of these 
birds, in a wild state, are simple in their colourings : 
when one has seen a wild. goose or a wild duck* a 
dwaaptaon-of its pluraage wm,. t 0 ;a feather, exactly 
correspondwith that of any, other.? .^utintheilame 
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kinds? noiwo of any tpeeie* are exactly alike; n 03^ 
ferent in their size, their colours* and frequently in 
theirgeneral forte; they seem tbeixiereereatures «f 
art ; and, having been so long dependent upon 
man for support, they seem to assume forms entirely 
suited to his pieastireaor necessities. ; 


CHAP. X. 

Of the Swan, tame and wild. 

No bird makes a more indifferent figure upon 
land, or a more beautiful one in the water, than the 1 
Swan. When it ascends from its favourite element, 
its motions are awkward, and its neck is stretched 
forward with an air of stupidity ; but when it is 
seen smoothly sailing along the water, commanding 
a thousand graceful attitudes, moving at pleasure 
without the smallest eflbrt, when it " proudly rows 
its state,” as Milton has it, “ with arched neck, 
ff between its white w ings mantling ” there is not 
a more beautiful figure in all nature. In the exhi- 
bition of its form, there are no broken or harsh 
fines ; no constrained or catching motions ; but the 
roundest contours, and the easiest transitions : the 
eye wanders over every part with insatiable plea- 
sure, and every part takes a new grace with a new 
motion. 

This fine bird has long been rendered domestic; 
and it is new k doubt Whether there be any of the 
tame’ hind in a state of nature. The wild swan,* 
though so'etrotfgly resembling this ih cokmr 4nd 
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form, k enfc bird ; ■ fcritk very differently 

loraedJ^llwa. The wildswanis less than the tame 
,,hy Vi >p[i(irf a fourth ; . for as the one weighs twenty 
pounds, the other only weighs sixteea pounds and 
three garters* The colour of the tame swan is all 
overwiwte f that of thewildbird % along the back 
and the tips of tfeewings, of an ash-cotour. But 
these are slight differences, compared to what are 
found upon dissection. In the tame swan, the wind- 
pipe sinks down into the lungs i» the ordinary 
manner;but in the wild, after a strange and 
wonderful contortion, like, what we have seen in 
the crane, if enters through a bole formed ra the 
breast-hone; and being reflected therein, returns 
by tlje same aperture ; and being contracted into a 
narrow compass by a broad and bony cartilage, it 
is divided into two branches, which, before they 
enter i^ie lungs, are dilated and as it were swollen 
out into two cavities. . 

Such k the extraordinary difference between these 
two animals, which externally seem to be of one 
specks* Whether it is in the power of long-con- 
tinued captivity and domestication to produce this 
strange variety, between birds otherwise the same, 
$ will not take upon me to determine ; but certain 
itia, that ogf hone swan is no where to he found, at 
fep»t in, Europe, in aatite of nature. , 

As it k not ea&y to account for tbk difference of 
conformatipir> so it k still more diffic«dt to reconcile 
the.accounts of tbe ancmnk witb tile experience of 

Jtowetaof this 

? , .hwtoie' ^ the most, silent- of 
aff W$|r*»m has, a note extremely 

loud and disagreeable. It improbable, the convo- 



tfe'Mtt'dpIpe : «V v a3^!^'itie : to ; %<^Mgc 

mmcmtwii rim*k*wtfk ««'« 9 

'a*, 

•flHtetfi* 'Whedfer'ls 
Hf 'meWtlf ; s ^"6r 'ftave th«$’ r 
b^n'-sald^^lvie 'specimens '^'^e%ftiafl€^ t&usitial 
Abilities': was^lie^rierai 

opinibh *of 1 that' 'tlre^'s^vAn;’ Was ; h, ’ most 
mtelodfeAs hbfd ; And that, eveh'tofts 'death)' 
werti oh implying. It wbuldshow no learning to 
produce 'what they have said upon’. the miisseof 
the swan : it has already been collected hy^Aldib- 
vandus; and still mote professedly by fhe/'Abhl 
Gedoyn, in the Transactions of the Aea&frftiy of 
Belles Lettres. Prom these accounts' it appears 
that, while Plato, Aristotle, And Diodonis ^palas, 
believed the vocality of the swan. Pithy hrid l^rgil 
seem ' to doubt that received opinion. i; 4'h ■ this 
equipoise of authority, Aldrovandus seems to have 
determined In favour of the Greek philosophers ; and 
the form of' the wihdpipe ift 'the wild ; #wab, so 
m rich resembling a musical instrument; inclined his 
belief Still rhore strongly. In aid bf this aftto, came 
the testimony of Peudasias, who affirmed, that he 
had often’ hwird sivaths sweetly singing in thelriheof 
Manttia; As He was rowed up smff’ddw'ia in ri ; hoat ; 
as also 0fOlausWormius;who professed that many 
of his friehds add acholaw had hetfbd them sinking. 
"■Thrife ’’War,”’ hays he,"'"' in my''hda , ‘dyi,''' ; a i yei , y 
" hottest , '^dtitf^„manj' tfhhiV'IIOstOrpfi, h stfCfdenf "iti 
" ’divtnit^Hthi S'Morweg«hhyhttlbtrf^ c: ^fe man, 
**' 4tifnpfiSr ,> hil l "e#dit/hwd;';%W '^Htterposhiph 
<* Mar^hce, ‘ :fa. ihi 
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" territory of Dronten, m be was standing on the 
re sea-shore early in the morning, he heard an 
w tmissnal and sweet murmur, composed erf most 
" pleasant whistlings and sounds ; he knew not at 
“ first whence they came, or how they were made, 
" for he saw no man near to produce them ; bat 
M looking round about him, and climbing to the top 
** of a certain promontory, he there espied an infinite 
" number Of swans gathered together in a bay, and 
“ making tbe most delightful harmony : a sweeter 
" in ail his life-time he had never heard.” These 
were accounts sufficient at least to keep opinion in 
suspense, though in contradiction to our own expe- 
rience ; but Aidrovandus, to put, as be supposed, 
the question past all doubt, gives us the testimony 
of a countryman of our own, from whom he had the 
relation. This honest man’s name was Mr. George 
Braun, who assured him, that nothing was more 
common in England, than to hear swans sing ; that 
they were bred in great numbers in the sea, near 
London ; and that every fleet of ships that returned 
from their voyages from distant countries, were met 
by swans, that came joyfully out to welcome their 
return, and salute them with a loud and cheerful 
singing t It was in'this manner that Aidrovandus, 
that great and good man, was frequently imposed 
upon by the designing and the needy : his unbounded 
curiosity drew round him people of every kind, and 
his generosity was as ready to reward falsehood 
as truth.— Poor Aidrovandus ! after having spent 
a vast fortune, for the purposes of enlightening 
mankind ; after having collected more truth and 
more falsehood than any man ever did before him, 
he little thought of being • reduced at last to want 
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bread, to feel the ingratitude of his country, and to 
die a beggar in a public hospital ! 

Thus it appears that our modern authorities, ia 
favour of the singing of swans, are rather suspicious, 
since they are reduced to this Mr. Geoige Braun, 
and John Hosiorph, the native of a country re- 
markable for ignorance and credulity. It is pro- 
bable the ancients had some mythological meaning 
in ascribing melogy to the swan ; and as for the 
moderns, they scarcely deserve our regard. The 
swan, therefore, must be content with that share of 
fame which it possesses on the score of its beauty ; 
since the melody of its voice, without better testi- 
mony, will scarcely be admitted by even the 
credulous. 

This beautiful bird is as delicate in its appetites, 
as elegant in its form. Its chief food is corn, bread, 
herbs growing in the water, and roots and seeds, 
which are found near the margin. It prepares a 
nest in some retired part of the bank, and chiefly 
where there is an islet in the stream. This is 
composed of water plants, long grass and sticks ; and 
the male and female assist in forming it with great 
assiduity. The swan lays seven or eight eggs, white, 
much larger than those of a goose, with a hard, and 
sometimes a tuberous shell. It sits near two months 
before its young are excluded ; which are ash-, 
coloured when they first leave the shell, and for 
some months after. It is not a little dangerous to 
approach the old ones, when their little family are 
feeding round them. Their fears, as well as their 
pride seem to take the alarm; and they have 
sometimes been known to give a blow with their 
pinion, that has broke a man’s leg or arm. 

» n 2 
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It is not till they are a twelvemonth old that the 
young swans change their colour with their plumage. 
All the stages of this bird’s approach to maturity 
are slow, and seem to mark its longevity. It is two 
months hatching ; a year in growing to its proper 
size ; and if, according to Pliny’s observation* that 
those animals that are longest in the womb are the 
longest lived, the swan is the longest in the shell 
of any -bjrd we know' and is said to be remarkable 
for its longevity. Some say that it lives three 
hundred years; and Willugbby, who is in general 
diffident enough, seems to believe the report. A 
goose, as be justly observes, has been known to 
live a hundred ; and the swan, from its superior 
size, and from its harder, firmer flesh, may naturally 
be supposed to live still longer. 

Swans were formerly held in such great esteem 
in England, that, by an act of Edward the Fourth, 
none except the son of the king, was permitted to 
keep a swan, unless possessed of five marks a year. 
By a subsequent act, the punishment for taking 
their eggs was imprisonment for a year and a day, 
and a fine at the king’s will. At present they are 
but little valued for the delicacy of their flesh ; but 
many arc still preserved for their beauty. We see 
multitudes on the Thames and Trent • but nowhere 
.greater numbers than pn the salt water inlet of the 
sea near Abtkiisbury, in Dorsetshire.* , 

X* A specie* lias lately' been discovered in Hew Holland, 
which at once pots tin end to the proverbial point of a black &Wan. 
Tins rare And elegant bird, in its general appearance^ byap3 jijp 
most Uniting resemblance to the tame swan, and has all fbofte 
gracefoliy*varying attitudes wlridit so (jm/nontly distinguish it 
from all other inhabitants of the waters : but the plumage is, of 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of the Goose, and Us Varieties. . 

The Goose, in its domestic state, exhibits' a 
variety of colours. The wild goose always retains 
the same marks : the whole upper part is ash- 
coloured ; the breast and belly are of a dirty white ; 
the bill is narrow at the base, and at the tip it 
is black ; the legs are of a saffron-colour, and, the 
claws black. These marks are seldom found in 
the tame ; whose bill is entirely red, and whose legs 
are entirely brown. The wild goose is rather less 
than the tame; hut both invariably retain a white 
ring round their tail, which shows that they are 
both descended from the same original. 

The wild goose is supposed to breed in the 
northern parts of Europe ; and, in the beginning 
of winter, to descend into more temperate'' regions. 
They are often seen flying at very great heights, in 
flocks from fifty to a hundred, and seldom resting 
by day. Their cry is frequently heard when they 
are at au imperceptible distance above us; and 
this seems bandied from one to the other, as among 
hounds in the pursuit. Whether this be the note 
of mutual encouragement, or the necessary conse- 
quence of respiration, , is doubtful ; but they seldom 
exert it when they alight in these. journies. , 

a full deep like!:; with a bill of the finest red, and white quilled 
feathers. The tip of the upper beak is blackish'; tpul there is a 
yellow spot. near it: the legs are Wack, and. the feet somewhat 
paler.] 
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Upon their coming to the ground by day, they 
range themselves in a line, like cranes ; and seem 
rather to have descended for rest, than for other 
refreshment. When they have sat in this manner 
for an hour or two, I have heard one of them, with 
a loud long note, sound a kind of charge, to which 
the rest punctually attended, and they pursued their 
journey with renewed alacrity. Their Sight is very 
regularly arranged : they either go in a line a-breast, 
or in two lines, joining in an angle in the middle. 
I doubt whether the form of their flight he thus 
arranged to cut the air with greater ease, as is 
commonly believed ; I am more apt to think it is 
to present a smaller mark to fowlers from below. 
A bullet might easily reach them, if huddled toge- 
ther in a flock, and the same discharge might 
destroy several at once ; but, by their manner of 
flying, no shot from below can affect above one of 
them ; and from the height at which they fly, this 
is not easy to be hit. 

Xhe Barnacle differs in some respects from both 
these ; Vbeing less than either, with a black bill, 
mgeh shprter than either of the preceding. It is 
, scarcely necessary to combat the idle error of this 
being |>red from a , shell sticking to ships 
, is well kndwn to be hatched from an 
e gg , in ‘me ordinary m&ntii*, and differ in very 
^pr/p^yd|arsfrom dtl the ? resf*hf fci ; 

]!T$fa , Bpeisllf wpfis less’thah' l fh6'fdr!h^r, 
and. pot bigger "tlian’ ii SfuSddvy' 
that 4hf;,,hody is’ longer. ‘‘^jeWad, n f lstk; u iiid 
upper pariilf the breast, a%" bff&k’ i but* the 
, middle ofjthe neck 4 on each side, are tvftoipall 
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spots or lines of white, which together appear like 
a ring. 

These, and many other varieties, are found in 
this kind ; which agree in one common character 
of feeding upon vegetables, and being remarkable 
for their fecundity. Of these, however, the tame 
goose is the most fruitful, Having leas to fear from 
its enemies, leading a securer and a more plentiful 
life, its prolific powers increase in proportion to its 
ease j and though the wild goose seldom lays above 
eight eggs, the tame goose is often seen to lay 
above twenty. The female hatches her eggs with 
great assiduity ; while the gander visits her twice 
or thrice a day, and sometimes drives her off to 
take her place, where he sits w ith great state and 
composure. 

But beyond that of all animals is his pride when 
the young are excluded : he seems then to consider 
himself as a champion not only obliged to defend 
his young, but also to keep off the suspicion of 
danger; he pursues dogs and men that never 
attempt to molest him ; and, though the most 
harmless thing alive, k then the most petulant and 
provoking. When, in this manner, he has pursued 
the calf or the mastiff, to whose contempt alone he 
is indebted for safety, he returns to his female and 
her brood in triumph, clapping his wings, screaming, 
and showing all tbeiparks of conscious superiority. 
It k probable, however, these arts succeed id raking 
Jiis importance among the twhe where they are 
4i$playe4 1 audit is probable there is not a more 
respectable animal cm earth to a goose than a 
gander.! ^ , 

A young goose is' generally reckoned fery good 
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eating ; yet thn featbere of this feird still farther 
increase I feel , my obligations to tibia 

animal ever^ word l write ; for, however deficient 
a naan's head may he, his pen his nimbleenough 
upon eve jy occasion : it is happy indeed for ns, 
that it requires no great effort to pat it in motion. 
Bat the feathers of this bird are still as valuable in 
another capacity, as they make the softest and the 
warmest beds to sleep on. 

Of goose feathers most of our beds in Europe 
are compose#; in the countries bordering on the 
Levant, and in all Asia, the use of them is utterly 
unknown. They there use mattresses, stuffed with 
wool, or camel’s hair, or cotton; and the warmth 
of their climate may perhaps make them dispense 
with cushions of a softer kind. But how it happens 
that the ancients had not the use of feather-beds, is 
to roe surprising : Pliny tells us, indeed, that they 
made bolsters of feathers to lay their heads on ; and 
this serves as a proof that they turned feathers to 
no other uses. 

As feathers are a very valuable commodity, great 
numbers of geese are kept tame in the fens in Lin- 
colnshire, which are plucked once or twice a year. 
These make a considerable article of commerce. 
The feathers of Somersetshire are most in esteem ; . 
those of Ireland are reckoned the worst. Hudson’**. 
Bay also furnishes very fine feathers, supposed to be 
of the gdose kind. The down of the swap is brought , 
from Danfziic. 'The same place also seo,ds u$ gre$t. 
cjutintltit® of the feathers of the ^qcjic a,nd { Jjpp,; 
Grei5a|Md^ Iceland, ' and ^ Norway furpk|i ,$ift-,besk 
feathbrs^dr'btt and 1n } this ’number we 
the Eid#f 4o^vn, of whica we shall take notice in . 
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its place. The best method of curing 1 feathere,is 
to lay them in a room in an open exposure to the 
son ; and, when dried, to put them into bags,* arid 
beat them well with poles to get the dustoff, But 
after all, nothing will prevent, for a time, the heavy 
smell which arises from the putrefaction of the oil 
contained in every feather ; no exposure will draifv 
this off, how long soever it be continued ; they 
must be lain upon,yvhich is the only remedy : and, 
for this reason, old feathers are much more valuable 
than new. 


CHAP. XII. 


Of the Duck, and its Varieties. 

The tame Duck is the most easily reared of all 
our domestic animals. The very instincts of the 
young ones direct them to their favourite eienjenf ; 
and though they are conducted by a hen, yet they 
despise the admonitions of their leader. 

This serves as an incontestable proof, that all bird* 
have their manners rather from nature than educa- 
tion. A falcon pursues the partridge, not because ? 
it i^ taUght by the old one, but because its appetites 
matie : th'eii^rfopbrtunate ‘‘chill for anijmal foo|d y - the 
.cbMhw foirdws' a very different' froth th^t,. 
wbidh itslbuirse ehdeavbUre ? d to teachjt^and, if lyjpi; 
may credit ' PfiWy' 1 ; ift' time destroys 1 ’its' instructor,^ 
anirtibls of the dde|t feihd afeo follow the,ir pppetit^, . 
not their tu^^ahd come to all their various per- 
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fec6ona without any guide. All the aits possessed 
by roan, are the result of accumulated experience ; 
all the aits of inferior animals are self-taught, and 
scarce one acquired by imitation. 

It is usual with the good women to lay duck-eggs 
under a hen, because she batches them better than 
the original parent would have done. The duck 
seems to be a heedless, inattentive mother; she 
frequently leaves her eggs till (hey spoil, and even 
seems to forget that she is entrusted with the (barge : 
she is equally regardless of them when excluded ; 
she leads them to the pond, and thinks she has 
sufficiently provided for her offspring when she has 
shown them the water. Whatever advantages may 
be procured by coming near the house, or attending 
in the yard, she declines them all ; and often lets 
the vermin, who haunt the waters, destroy them, 
rather than bring them to take shelter nearer home. 

, The hen is a nurse of a very opposite character; 
she broods with the utmost assiduity, and generally 
brings forth a young one from every egg committed 
to her charge ; she does not lead her younglings to 
the water indeed, hut she watchfully guards them 
when there, by standing at the brink. Should the 
rat, or the weazle attempt to seize them, the ben 
can give them protection ; she leads them to the 
house when tired with paddling, and rears up the 
supposititious brpod, without ever suspecting that 
they belong to another. .... x 
$he wild duck differs, in mapyrespectsj from 
the tgtae; and; in them there is still greyer, ya^e^jr 
tbqn |pfng,the domestic kinds. Of tipe item*. (jock 
thepe are not fess than ten j^and^ 

the wild, Brisson reckons above twenty. The most 
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obvious distinction between wild and tame docks 
is in the colour of their feet ; those of the tame 
duck being Mack ; those of the wild duck yellow. 
The difference between wild decks among- each 
other, arises as well from their size as the nature 
of the place they feed in. Sea-docks, which feed 
in the salt-water, and dive much, have a broad bill, 
bending upwards, a large hind toe, and a long 
blunt tail. Pond-ducks, which feed in plashes, 
have a straight and narrow bill, a small bind toe, 
and a sharp-pointed train. The former are called, 
by our decoy-men, foreign ducks ; the latter are 
supposed to be natives of England. It Would be 
tedious to enter into the minute varieties of such a 
number of birds ; all agreeing in the same general 
figure, the same habits and mode of living, and 
differing in little more than their size, and the 
colours of their plumage. In this tribe we may 
rank as natives of our own European dominions, 
the Eider Duck, which is double the size of a 
common duck, with a black bill j the Velvet Duck, 
not so large, and with a yellow bill ; the Scoter, 
with a knob at the base of a yellow bill ; the Tufted 
Duck, adorned with a thick crest ; the Scaup Duck, 
less than the common duck, with the bill of a greyish 
blue cotour ; the Golden Eye, with a targe white 
spot at the corners of the mouth, resembling an eye ; 
the Sheldrake, with the bill of a bright red, and 
swelling into a knob; the Mallard, which Is the 
stuck from Whence oar tame breed has probably 
beUd produced ; tbe Pintail, with the two middle 
featkers v>f the tail tffree inches •lodger than the 
r&f ; the ftothiud, with the head and heck of a 
bright bay; the Widgeon, With a lead-coloured 



412 A HISTORY OF. 

bill, and tbe plumage of the back marked with 
narrow ‘black and white undulated lines, but best 
known by its whistling sound : lastly, the Teal, 
which is the smallest of this kind, with the bill 
black, the head and upper part of the neck of a 
bright bay. These are the most common birds of 
tbe duck kind among ourselves ; but who can de- 
scribe the amazing variety of this tribe, if he extends 
his view to the different quarters of tbe world ? 
The most noted of the foreign tribe are, the Mus- 
covy Duck, or, more properly speaking, the Musk 
Duck, so called from a supposed musky smell, with 
naked skin round the eyes, and which is a native 
of Africa. The Brasilian Duck, that is of the size 
of a goose, ail over black, except the tips of the 
wings. The American Wood Duck, with a variety 
of beautiful colours, and a plume of feathers that 
falls from the back of the head like a friar’s coni. 
These, and twenty others, might be added, were 
increasing the number of names the way to enlarge 
the sphere of our comprehension. 

All these live in the manner of our domestic 
ducks, keeping together in flocks in the winter, 
and flying in pairs in summer, bringing up their 
young by the water-side, and leading them to their 
food as soon as out of the shell. Their nests arc 
usually built among heath or rushes, not far from 
the water, and they lay twelve, fourteen, or more 
eggs before they sit : yet this is not always their 
method ; the dangers they continually encounter 
from their ground situation, sometimes obliges them 
to change their manner of building; and their 
awkward nests are often seen exalted on the tops 
of trees. This must be a very great labour to per- 
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form* a *' the dock’s bill is but ill formed for building 1 
a nest, and giving the materials of which it is com- 
posed a sufficient stability to stand the weather. 
The nest, whether high or low, is generally com- 
posed of singular materials. , The longest grass, 
mixed with heath, and lined within with the bird’s 
own feathers, usually go to the composition : how- 
ever, in proportion as the dimate is colder, the 
nest is more artificially made, and more warmly 
lined. In the Arctic regions, nothing can exceed 
tlie great care all of this kind lake to protect their 
eggs from the iutenseness of Hie weather. While 
the gull and the penguin kind seem to disregard the 
severest coid, the duck, in those regions, forms itself 
a hole to lay in, shelters the approach, lines, il‘wit!i 
a layer of long grass and clay, within that another 
of moss, and lastly, .a warm coat of feathers or 
down. The cider duck is particularly remarkable 
for the warmth of its nest. This bird, which, as 
was said, is above twice as large as the common 
duck, and resides in the colder climates, lays from 
six to eight eggs, making her nest among the rocks, 
or the plants along the sea-shore. Tlie external 
materials of the nest are such as are In common 
with the rest of the kind ; but the inside lining, on 
which the eggs are immediately deposited, is at 
once the softest, warmest, and the lightest substance 
with which we ore acquainted. This is no other 
than the inside down which covers; the breast of 
the. bird in the breeding-season. This the female 
plnpks elf with , her bill, and furnishes Abe inside of 
her, west with a tapestry more valuable than * the 
W 04 skilful artists can produce, -The motives :wafeh 
the place where she begins to build; arid suffering 
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her to lay, take away both the eggs and the nest. 
The duck, however, not discouraged by the first 
disappointment, builds and lays in the same place 
a second time; and this they in the same manner 
take away ; the third time the builds, but the drake 
must supply the down from his breast to line the 
nest with ; and, if this be robbed, they both forsake 
the place, and breed there no more. This down 
the natives take care to separate from the dirt and 
moss with which it is mixed ; and, though no people 
stand in more need of a warm covering than them- 
selves, yet tbeir necessities compel them to sell it 
to the more indolent and luxurious inhabitants of 
the south, for brandy and tobacco. 

As they possess the faculties of flying and swim- 
ming, so they are in general birds of passage, and 
it is most probable perform their journies across the 
ocean as well on the water as in the air. Those that 
migrate to this country, on the approach of winter, 
are seldom found 60 well tasted or so fat as the 
fowls that continue with us the year round : their 
flesh is often lean, and still oftener fishy ; which 
flavour it has probably contracted in the journey, 
as their food in the lakes of Lapland, from whence 
they descend, is generally of the insect kind. 

As soon as they arrive among us, they are gene- 
rally seen flying in flocks to make a survey of those 
lakes where they intend to take up their residence 
for the winter. In the choice of these they have 
two objects in view ; to be near their food, and yet 
remote from interruption. Their chief aim is to 
choose some lake in the neighbourhood of a marsh, 
where there is at the same time a cover of woods, 
and where insects ore found in greatest abundance. 
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Lakes, therefore, with a marsh on ©he side, and a 
wood onthe other, are seldom without vast quan- 
tities of wild-fowl ; and where a couple are seen at 
anytime, that is a sufficient inducement to bring 
hundreds of others. The ducks flying in the air 
are often lured down from their heights by the 
loud voice of die mallard from below. Nature 
seems to have furnished this bird with wry par- 
ticular faculties for calling. The windpipe, where 
it begins to enter the lungs, opens into a kind of 
bony cavity, where the sound is reflected, as in a 
musical instrument, and is lieard a great way off. 
To this call all the stragglers resort ; and in a week 
or a fortnight’s time, a lake that before was quite 
naked, is black with water-fowl, that have left their 
Lapland retreats, to keep company with our ducks, 
who never stirred from home. 

They generally choose that part of the lake 
where they are inaccessible to the approach of the 
fowler, in which they all appear huddled together, 
extremely busy and very loud. What it is can 
employ them all the day, is not easy to gufeas. There 
is no food for them at the place where they sit and 
cabal thus, as they choose the middle of the lake ; 
and as for courtship, the season for that » not yet 
come ; so that it is wonderful what can so busily 
keep them occupied. Not one of them seems a 
moment at rest. Now-pursuing one another, now 
screaming, then all . up at once, then down again ; 
the whole seems one strange scene of bustle with 
nothing to do. 

They frequently go off in. a more private manner 
fey night, to feed in the adjacent meadows and 
ditches, which tjbey dare not venture to approach 
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these; nocturnal adventures they a$e 
( though g Utpprosp, . ^r4» yet %jr 
ale eamly deceived, • and every : spring ; seefflw_,.%''.«u : C“ 
Oeedin tuk|«g them. But the greyest, quantities 
are taken in decoys ; whi^i, though well known 
near Loudon, are yet untried in the remoter pfr]ts 
of!, the country. The manner of making and 
managing a decoy is as follows : 

A place if to be chosen for this purpose far remote 
from the common highway, and all noise of people. 
A decoy is fiest where there is a large pond sur- 
rounded by a wood, and beyond that a marshy and 
Uncultivated country. When the place is chosen, 
the pool, if possible, is to be planted round with 
willows, unless a wood answers the purpose of 
shading it on every side. On the south and north 
side of this pool are two, three, or four ditches or 
channels, made broad towards the pool, and grow- 
ing narrower till they end in a point. These chan- 
nels are to be covered over with nets, supported hy 
hepped sticks bending from one side 4 q the other; 
so that they form a vault or arch, growing nar- 
rpwer and narrower to the point, where it is iter- 

t naieri by a tunnel-net, like that in which fish 
|v«fiught in weirs. Along the banks of these 
channels so netted over, which’ are called pipes, 
many hedges are made of reeds slanting to the 
edge of’ the chanue], the acute angles to the side 
next the pbdl. * The whole apparatus also is to be 
Hidden from the pool by a hedge of reeds along the 
margin, behind which the fowler manages his ope- 
rations. The place being fitted in this manner; 
the fowleristo provide himself with a number 
pf'wild;^iwikf: : m8d!e which are (jailed decoys. , 
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These are always to be fed at the mouth or en- 
trance of the pipe, and to be accustomed to come 
at a whistle 

As soon as the evening' is set in, the decoy risen, 
as they term it, and the wild fowl feed during the 
night If, the evening be still, the noise ,of their 
wings, during their flight, is heard at a very great 
distance, and produces no unpleasing sensation. 
The fowler, when he finds a fit opportunity, and 
sees his decoy covered with fowl, walks about the 
pool, and observes into what pipe the birds gathered 
in the pool may be enticed or driven. Then casting 
hemp-seed, or some such seed as will floats on tlie 
surface of the water, at the entrance and up along 
the pipe, he whistles to his decoy-ducks, who in- 
stantly obey the summons, and come to the entrance 
of the pipe, in hopes of being fed as usual. Thither 
also they are followed by a whole (lock of wild 
ones, who little suspect the danger preparing 
against them. Their sense of smelling however is 
very exquisite ; and they would soon discover their 
enemy, but that the fowler always keeps a piece of 
turf burning at his nose, against which he breathes ; 
and this prevents the effluvia of his person from 
reaching their exquisite senses. The wild ducks, 
therefore, pursuing the decoy ducks, are led into 
the broad mouth of the channel or pipe, not having 
the least suspicion of the man, who keeps hidden 
behind one of the hedges. When they have got up 
the pipe, however, finding it grow more and more 
narrow, they begin to suspect danger, and would 
return back ; but they are now prevented .by the 
man, who shows himself at the broad end below. 
Thither, therefore, they dare not return ; and* rise 

VOL. IV. E E 



' : m AFWter oJtsr% 

they may set, as they are kept by the net above 
from ascending. The only way left them, there- 
fore, is the narrow-funnelled net at the bottom ; 
into this they fly, and there* they are taken. 

It often happens, however, that the wild-fowl 
are in such a state of sleepiness or dozing', that they 
will not follow the decoy-ducks. Use is then ge- 
nerally made of a dog/ who is taught his lesson. 
He passes backward and forward between the reed- 
hedges, in which there are little holes, both for the 
decoy-man to see, and for the little dog to pass 
through. This attracts the eye of the wild-fowl; 
who, prompted by curiosity, advance towards this 
little animal, while he all the time keeps playing 
among the reeds, nearer and nearer the funnel, till 
they follow him too far to recede. Sometimes the 
dog will not attract their attention till a red hand- 
kerchief, or something very singular, be put about 
him. The decoy-ducks never enter the funnel-net 
with the rest, being taught to dive under water as 
soon as the rest are driven in. 

The gteneral season for catching fowl in decoys is 
from the latter end of October till February. The 
taking them earlier is prohibited by an act of 
George the second, which imposes a penalty of 
five shillings for every bird destroyed at any other 
season. 

The Lincolnshire decoys are commonly let at a 
certalipannual rent, from five pounds to twenty 
pounds a year ; and some even amount' to thirty. 
These ^princi pally contribute to supply the markets 
of London with wild-fowl. The number of ducks, 
wigeem, and teal, that are sent thither is amazing. 
Above thirty thousand have been sent up in one 
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> season from ten decoys in the neighbourhood of 
Waiufleet. This quantity makes them so cheap on 
the spot, that it is asserted; that several decoy-men 
would be glad to contract for years to deliver tbeir 
ducks at the next town for ten -pence the couple. 

To this manner of taking Wild-fowl in England, 
I will subjoin another still more extraordinary, fre- 
quently practised in China. Whenever the fowler 
sees a n amber of ducks settled in any particular 
plasb of water, he sends off two or three gourds to 
float among them. These gourds resemble onr 
pompions; but, being made hollow, they swim on 
the surface of the water ; and on one pool there 
may sometimes be seen twenty or thirty Of these 
gourds floating together. The fowl at .first are a 
little shy of coming near them ; but by degrees they 
come nearer ; and as all birds at last grow, familiar 
with a scare-crow, the ducks gather about these, 
and amuse themselves by whetting tbeir bills 
against them. When the birds are as familiar with 
the gourds as the fowler could wish, he then .pre- 
pares to deceive them in good earnest. . He hollows 
out one of these gourds large enough to put his 
head in; and making holes to breathe, and see 
through, he claps it on his liead. Thus accoutred, 
he wades slowly into the water, keeping his body 
under, and nothing but his head in the gourd above 
the surface ; and in that manner moves impercep- 
tibly towards, the fowls, who suspect no danger. At 
last, however he fairly gets in among them ; while 
they, having been long used to see gourds, take 
not tbe least fright while the enemy is in the very 
midst of them j and an insidious enemy he is-;- -for 
ever as he approaches a fowl, he seizes it by, the 
E E 2 
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tegs, and draws it in a jerk under water , Therehe 
fastens it under his girdle, and gees to the next, 
till he Vs thus loaded himself with as many as he 
can carry away. When he has got his quantity, 
without ever attempting to disturb the rest of the 
fowls "on the pool, he slowly moves off again ; and 
in this manner pays the flock three or foar visits in 
a day. Of all the various artifices for catching 
fowl, this seems likely to be attended with the 
greatest success, as it is the most practised in 
China. 

[The Eider duck is about twice as large as the 
common duck, and is principally found in the 
western islands of Scotland, and on the coasts of 
Norway, Iceland, and Greenland. Its bill is blade, 
and its plumage is a varied mixture of black and 
white ; the female however is of a reddish brown 
colour, marked with black and dusky streaks. 
They generally build on small islands not far from 
the shore, and the male continues on the watch 
near the shore while the female is sitting; but he 
leaves them when the brood is hatched. As soon 
as they are able to creep from the shell the mother 
entices them to the water side, and taking them 
on her back, she swims a short distance with them ; 
when she has got them a little way from the land, 
she dives suddenly, leaving' them floating on the 
surface of the water to shift for themselves. After 
this they are seldom found on land. 

But that which renders this bird so highly valued 
is, the celebrated ’Eider down used for the beds arid 
couches of the luxurious and the eftertiindte. This 
is plucked from the breast by the birds, ih order to 
liuetheir nests; hnd during the titne that the feittalc 



' WATER-FOWL. 421 

is sitting, those wlio are concerned in thetrafljc* 
remove her and take, away the down and super- 
fluous egg s, and then carefully replace her. Tins is 
done several times, and the down is again produced 
by the birds, and she begins to lay afresh ; and 
when the young ones leave the nest, it is comjfletely 
plundered.. One female will give about half a 
pound of ctown, which when properly -cleaned, is 
reduced to one half of that quantity.] : 


CHAP. XIII. 


Of the King- Fisher. 

I WILL conclude this History of Birds with one 
that seems to unite in itself somewhat of every class 
preceding. Jt seems at once possessed of appetites 
for prey like the rapacious kinds, with an attach- 
ment to water like the birds of that element. It 
exhibits in its form the beautiful plumage of the 
peacock, the shadings of the humming-bird, (be 
bill of the crane, and the short legs of the swallow. 
The bird I mean is the King-Fisher, of which many 
extraordinary falsehoods have been propagated ,* 
and yet of which many extraordinary things re- 
main to he said that are actually true. 

The king-fisher is not much larger than a swal- 
low ; its shape is clumsy ; the legs disproportionably 
small, and the bill disproportiona,hly long ; it is 
two inches from the base to the tip ; the upper chap 
black, and the lower yellow ; but the colours of 
this hird atoue for ijt#, inelegant form ; the crown of 
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the head, and the coverts of the wings, are of a 
deep blackish green, spotted with bright azure i 
the: back andtailareof the most resplendent azure ; 
the whole under-side of the body is orange-coloured ; 
a broad mark of the same passes from the bill be- 
yond the eyes ; beyond that is a large white spot ; 
the tail is short, and consists of twelve feathers of a 
rich deep blue ; the feet are of a reddish yellow, 
aud the three joints of the outmost toe adhere to 
the middle toe, while the inner toe adheres only by 
one. • 

From the diminutive size, the slender short legs, 
and the beautiful colours of this bird, no person 
would be led to suppose it one of the most rapacious 
little animals that skins the deep. Yet it is for 
ever on the wing, and feeds on fish, which it takes 
in surprising quantities, when we consider its size 
and figure. It chiefly frequents the banks of rivers, 
and takes its prey after the manner of the osprey, 
balancing itself at a certain distance above the 
water for a considerable space, then darling into 
the deep, and seizing the fish with inevitable cer- 
tainty. While it remains suspended in the air, in 
a bright day, the plumage exhibits a beautiful 
variety of the most dazzling and brilliant colours. 
It might have been this extraordinary beauty that 
has given rise to fable; for wherever there is any 
tiling uncommon, fancy is always willing to in- 
crease the wonder.* 


£ * Mp. Montague, who paid much attention to the manners of 
this bird, sayfi that they never suspend themselves on the wiog^ 
and dart on their prey like the osprey ; but , that they sit patiently 
on a bough' over the water^and whpn a small fish comet near the 
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Of this bird it has been said that she built her best ^ 
on.tbe water, and thus itt * few days hatched and 
produced lier young. But, lo be uninterrupted in tbis* 
task, she was said to be possessed of a charm' to allay-' 
the fury of the waves ; mad during this period the 
mariner might sail with the greatest security. The 
ancient poets are full of these fables ; their histo- 
rians are not exempt from them. Cicero has written 
a long poem in praise of the halcyon, of Which 
there remains but two lines. Even the emperor 
Gordian has written a poem on this subject, of 
which we have nothing remaining. These tables 
have been adopted each by one of the- earliest 
fathers of the church. . ” Behold," says St. Am- 

brose, “ the little bird, which in the midst of the 
* r winter lays her eggs on the sand by the shore. 
ce Prom that moment the winds are hushed ; the 
ir sea becomes smooth ; and the calm continues 
,c for fourteen days. This is the time she requires ; 
“ seven days to hatch, and seven clays to foster her 
“ young. Their Creator has taught these little 
" animals to make their nest in the midst of the. 
“ most stormy season, only to manifest his kindness 
cf by granting them a lasting calm. The seamen 
“ are not ignorant of this blessing ; they call this 
“ interval of fair weather their halcyon days ; and 
“ they are particularly careful to seize the opportu- 
" nity, as then they need fear no interruption." 
This, and a hundred other instances might be 

surface, they dart on h and seize it with their bill. He never 
could observe the old birds with any thing in their bills, wjben 
tb»y went in to feed their you eg, from which he concludes that 
vhey eject it from theirstoraadisfoi tlnspurpose.’j 
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given of the credulity of mankind with respect to 
this bird; they entered into specuJatfour concerting 
the manner of her palming the deep, the formation 
of her nest, and her peculiar sagacity ; at present ' 
we do not speculate, because we know, with 
respect to odr king-fisher, that most of the facts 
are ialse. It may be alleged, indeed, with some 
show of reason, that the halcyon of the ancients 
was$ different bird from our king fisher ; it may bit! 
urged, that many birds, especially on the Indian 
ocean, build a floating rest upon the sea ; but still 
the bisfory of the ancient halcyon is clogged with 
endless fable ; and it is but an indifferent method 
to vindicate falsehood by showing that a part of the 
story is true. 

The king-fisher with which we are acquainted 
at present, has none of those powers of allaying 
the storm, or building upon the waves ; it is con- 
tented to make its nest on the banks of rivers, in 
such situations as not to be affected by the rising of 
the stream. When it has found a place for its 
purpose, it hollows out with its bill a hole about a 
yard deep ; or if it finds the deserted hole of a rat, 
or one caused by the root of a tree decaying, it 
takes quiet possession. This hole it enlarges at 
the bottom to a good siae; and lining it with the 
down of the willow, lays its eggs there without any 
further preparation. 

Its nest, or rather hole, is very different from 
that described bv the ancients, by whom it is said 
to be made in the shape of a long-necked gourd of 
the bones of the sea-needle. The bones, indeed, 
are found there in “great quantities, as well as the 
Seales of fishes; hut these are the remains of the 
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bird's food, and by no means brougty there for the 
purposes of warmth or convenience. The king- 
fisher, as Bellonius says, feeds upon fish, but is 
incapable of digesting the bones and scales, which 
he throws up again, as eagles and owls are seen to 
do a part of their prey These fill the bird’s nest 
of course; and, although they seem as If designedly 
placed there, are only a kind of nuisance. 

* In these holes, which, frOm the remains of fish 
brought there, are very foetid, the kingfisher is 
often found with from five eggs to nine. There the 
female continues to hatch even though disturbed ; 
and though the nest be robbed, she will again 
return and lay there. ct I have bad one of those 
“ females brought me,” says Reaumur, <f which 
rr was taken from her nest about three leagues 
“ from my house. After admiring the beauty of 
c< her colours, 1 let her fly again, when the fond 
“ creature was instantly seen to return back to the 
“ nest where she had just before been made a 
" captive. There joining the male, she again 
“ began to lay, though it was for the third time, 
“ and though the season was very far advanced. 
“ At each time she laid seven eggs. The older 
“ the nest is, the greater quantity of fish-bones 
ff and scales does it contain : • these are disposed 
“ without any order; and sometimes take up a 
“ good deal of room.” 

The female begins to lay early in the season ; and 
excludes her first brood about the beginning of 
April. The male, whose fidelity exceeds even that^ 
of the turtle, brings her large provisions of fish 
while she is thus employed; and shCj contrary to 
most other birds, is found plump and fat at that 
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season; • v '$$te male, thajttised to. twitter before this, 
now enters the nest as quietly aad as privately as 
possible. Tbe young ones are hatched at the expi- 
ration of twenty days ; but are seep to differ as 
well in their size as in their beauty. 

As Ibe ancients have had their fables concerning 
this bird, so have the modem vulgar. It is an 
opinion generally received among them that the 
flesh pf the king-fisher will not corrupt aud Umt i# 
will even banish all vermin. This has no better 
foundation than that which is said of its always 
pointing, when hung up dead, with its breast to 
tbe north. The only truth which can be affirmed 
of this bird when killed is, that its flesh is utterly 
unfit to be eaten ; while its beautiful plumage 
preserves its lustre longer than that of any other 
bird we know. 

Having thus given a short history of .birds, I own 
I cannot take leave of this most beautiful part of 
the creation without reluctance. These splendid 
inhabitants of air possess all those qualities that can 
sooth the heart and cheer the fancy. The brightest 
colours, the roundest forms, the most active 
manners, and the sweetest music. In sending the 
imagination in pursuit of these, in following them 
to the chirping grove, the screaming precipice, or 
the - glassy deep, the mind naturally lost the sense 
Of its own situation, and, attentive to their little 
sports almost forgot the Task of describing them. 
Innocently to amuse the imagination in this dream 
of life is wisdom ; and nothing is useless that, by 
furnishing mental employment, keeps us for a 
while in oblivion of those stronger appetites that 
lead to evil. But every rank and state of. mankind 
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K may fin# something to imitate in those delightful 
songsters, and we may not only employ the time, 
but mend oar lives by the contemplation. Front 
their courage in defence of their young, and their 
assiduity in incubation, the coward may learn to be 
brave, and the rash to be patient. The inviolable 
attachment of some to their companions may give 
lessons of fidelity ; and the connubial tenderness of 
bthers, be a monitor to the incontinent. Even 
those that are tyrants by nature never spread 
capricious destruction; and, unlike man, never 
inflict a pain but when urged by necessity. ’ 


END OF THE FOURTH VOT.UMR. 
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